i 

i 

FROM  THE  LIBRARY  1 

OF  THE  LATE 

Hon,  RICHARD  FROTHINGHAM, 


GIFT  OF  HIS  CHILDREN. 


JANUARY,  1896. 


\ 


L    E    T    T    E    R  Sj 

WRITTEN  BY 

JONATHAN    G  WiFT,;^.D^  D. 

DEAN  OF  ST.  PATRICK'S,  DUBLIN, 

AND 

SEVERAL  OF  HIS  FRIENDS. 

FROM    THE    YEAR    1 703    TO    1 74O. 

PUBLISHED  FROM  THE  ORIGINALS; 

WITH 

NOTES  EXPLANATORY  AND  HISTORICAL. 
BY  JOHN    HAWKESWORTH,  LL.  D, 

THE   SEVENTH  EDITION* 
VOLUME  I, 


LONDON: 
Printed    for   T.   Davies,    in    RulTel-Street,  Covent-Garden^ 
R.  Davis,  in  Piccadilly  j    L.  Davis  and  C.  Reymers, 
in  Holbornj   and  J.  Dodsley,   in  rall-mall.' 
MDCCLXVjU, 


9  1  7 

TO  ^  *  J 

.     THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 
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B  y 
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MOST    OBEDIENT    HUMBLE  SERVANT 
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RICHARD  EARL  TEMPLE, 
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MOST    OBEDIENT    HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

THOMAS  WILKES. 
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P     R     E     F    A     C  E. 

TThE  letters  here  offered  to  the  public  were  a 
prefent  from  the  late  Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Lyon^  a 
clergyman  of  Ireland^  for  whom  he  had  a  great 
regard  ;  they  were  obtained  of  Dr.  Lyon  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Wilkes^  of  Dublin^  and  of  Mr,  TVilkes  by  the 
bookfellers  for  whom  they  are  publi&ed. 

As  many  of  them  mention  perfons  who  have  been 
long  dead,  and  allude  to  incidents  not  now  generally 
known,  they  would  have  been  too  obfcure  to  afford 
general  entertainment  or  information,  if  they  had 
not  been  elucidated  by  notes. 

This  neceffary  elucidation  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fupply,  at  the  requeft  of  the  proprietors,  from  fuch 
knowledge  of  the  Dean's  connexions  and  writings 
as  I  was  able  to  acquire,  v/hen  I  revifed  twelve 
volumes  of  his  works,  which  were  publiflied  about 
ten  years  ago,  with  notes  of  the  fame  kind,  and  fome 
account  of  his  life. 

Many  paffages,  however,  occured,  which  though 
they  wanted  explanation,  I  could  not  explain ;  thefe 
1  made  the  fubje£t  of  queries,  which  being  fhewn 
to  the  late  reverend  Dr.  Birch,  he  furniflied  anfwers 
to  moft  of  them,  which  are  diftinguiftied  from  the 
other  notes  by  inverted  commas.  The  favour  coft 
him  fome  trouble  ;  but  he  conferred  it  with  that 
readinefs  and  pleafure,  which  has  made  his  chara6ler 
amiable,  upon  many  occafions  of  much  greater 
importance, 

A  4  It 
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It  has  been  thought  beft  to  print  all  the  letters 
in  order  of  time,  without  regarding  by  whom  they 
are  written  ;  for  if  all  the  letters  of  each  perfon  had 
been  claffed  together,  the  pleafure  of  the  reader 
would  have  been  greatly  leflened,  by  palling  again 
and  again  through  the  fame  feries,  as  often  as  he 
came  to  a  new  colledion  ;  whereas  the  feries  is 
now  preferved  regular  and  unbroken  through  the 
whole  correfpendence.  Thofe  which,  being  of 
uncertain  date,  could  not  be  brought  into  this  feries, 
are  printed  together  in  an  appendix. 

Three  letters  from  the  Dean  to  the  late  earl  of  5^//^, 
general  Pulteney  was  pleafed  to  communicate  to  the 
editor,  by  the  favour  of  the  reverend  Di.  Douglas  ; 
two  of  thefe  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  the 
other  had  been  already  printed  from  a  copy  in  the 
Dean's  hand  writing.  In  the  appendix  will  alfo  be 
found  fome  letters  between  the  Deanand  Mrs.  Efther 
Vanhomrighj  with  a  few  others,  which  did  not  come 
to  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  till  the  reft  of  the 
work  was  printed  *. 

Some  letters  of  a  private  nature,  and  fome  that  re- 
late to  perfons  who  are  ftill  living,  have  been  fup- 
prefied  ;  but  the  number  is  very  fmall.  Some  are 
inferted  that  perfons  ftill  living  have  written  ;  but 
they  are  fuch  as  would  refledt  no  diftionour  upon  the 
higheft  charailer. 

For  the  publication  of  letters,  which  certainly 
were  not  written  for  the  public,  I  fhall  however 


*  Several  of  thefe  letters,  which  made  part  of  the  appendix 
in  thefirft  edition,  are  now  inferted  in  their  proper  places. 

#  make 
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make  no  apology  in  my  o^n  name,  becaufe  the 
publication  of  them  is  not  my  own  aft,  nor  at  my 
own  option,  but  the  aft  of  thofe,  to  whom  they  had 
been  fold  for  that  purpofe,  before  I  knew  they  were 


in  being. 


It  may,  however,  be  prefumed,  that  though  the 
publication  of  letters  has  been  cenfured  by  fome,  yet 
that  it  is  not  condemned  by  the  general  voice,  fmce 
a  numerous  fubfcription,  in  which  are  many  ref- 
peftablenames,  has  been  lately  obtained,  for  printing 
other  parts  of  the  Dean's  epiftolary  correfpondence 
by  a  relation  who  profefles  the  utmoft  veneration  for 
his  memory  ;  and  a  noble  lord  has  permitted  Mr. 
Wilkes  to  place  this  under  his  proteftion. 

A  recommendation  of  thefe  volumes  is  yet  lefs 
neceflary  than  an  apology;  the  letters  are  indif- 
putably  genuine  ;  the  originals,  in  the  hand-writino^ 
of  the  parties,  or  copies  indorfed  by  the  Dean,  being 
depofited  in  the  Britijh  Mufeum\  except  of  thofe  in 
the  appendix,  mentioned  to  have  come  to  the  pro- 
prietors hands  after  the  reft  were  printed,  the  originals 
of  which,  are  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  great 
eminence  in  the  law  in  Ireland. 

They  are  all  written  by  perfons  eminent  for  their 
abilities,  many  of  whom  were  alfo  eminent  for  their 
rank;  the  greater  part  are  the  genuine  efFufions  of 
the  heart,  in  the  full  confidence  of  the  moft  intimate 
friendfliip,  without  referve,  and  without  difguife. 
Such  in  particular  are  the  letters  between  the  Dean 
and  Mrs.  Johnfon  and  Mrs.  Dinghy,  lord  Boling- 
broke ^  ^in^Dv.Jrbuihnot,  Mr,  Lewis ^  Mr. /^^r  J  and 
Mr.  Gay. 

They 
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Tbev  relate  many  particulars,  that  would  not 
otherwife  have  been  known,  relative  to  fome  of  the 
rnoft  iiiterefting  events  that  have  happened  in  this 
century  :  they  abound  alfo  with  ftrains  of  humour, 
turns  of  wit,  and  reiined  fentiment  :  they  are  all 
ftron^^ly  charaderiftic,  and  enable  the  reader  "  to 
catch  the  manners  living  as  they  rife."  Thofe  from 
the  Dean  to  Mrs.  Jchnjon  and  Mrs.  Dinghy  are  part 
cf  the  journal  mentioned  in  his  life  ;  and  from  them 
alone  a  better  notion  may  be  formed  of  his  manner 
and  charadkr  than  from  all  that  has  been  written 
about  him, 

But  this  colleflicn  muft  not  be  confidered  as  af- 
fording only  entertainment  to  the  idle,  or  fpeculalivc 
knowledge  to  the  curious  ;  it  rnoft  forcibly  imprefles 
a  fenfe  of  the  vanity  and  brevity  of  life,  which  the 
moralift  and  the  divine  have  always  thought  an 
important  purpofe,  but  which  mere  declamation  can 
feldom  attain. 

In  a  feries  of  familiar  letters  between  the  fame 
friends  for  thirty  years,  their  whole  life,  as  it  were, 
pafies  in  review  before  us;  we  Jive  with  them,  we 
hear  them  talk,  we  mark  the  vigour  of  life,  the  ar- 
dour of  expe£lation,  the  hurry  of  bufmefs,  the  jol- 
lity of  their  fecial  meetings,  and  the  fport  of  their 
fancy  in  the  fv/cet  intervals  of  leifure  and  retirement; 
we  fee  thefcene  gradually  change;  hope  and  expeda- 
tion  are  at  an  end;  they  regret  pleafures  that  are  paft, 
and  friends  that  are  dead;  they  complain  of  difap- 
pointment  and  infirmity;  they  are  confcious  that  the 
fands  of  life  which  remain  are  fewj  and  while  we 

hear 
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hear  them  regret  the  approach  of  the  laft  it  falls,  and 
we  lofe  them  in  the  grave.  Such  as  they  were,  we 
feel  ourfelves  to  be;  we  are  confcious  to  fentiments, 
connedions,  and  fituations  like  theirs;  we  find  our- 
felves in  the  fame  path,  urged  forward  by  the  fame 
neceffity,  and  the  parallel  in  what  has  been,  is  car- 
ried on  with  fuch  force  to  what  fliall  be,  that  the  fu- 
ture almoft  becomes  prefent,  and  we  wonder  at  the 
new  power  of  thofe  truths,  of  which  we  never  doubted 
the  reality  and  importance. 

Thefe  letters  will  therefore,  contribute  to  what- 
ever good  may  be  hoped  from  a  juft  eftimate  of  life; 
and  for  that  reafon,  if  for  no  other,  are  by  no  means 
unworthy  the  attention  of  the  public. 
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LETTERS 


FROM    AND  TO 

DOCTOR  SWIFT. 

LETTER  I. 

Dr.  Swift  to  a  Gentleman,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Mrs.  Esther  Johnson,  in  Ireland. 

f 

\ 

London,  December  i6,  1703. 

I  PUT  great  violence  on  myfelf  in  abftaining  all 
this  while  from  treating  you  with  politics.  I  wifh 
you  had  been  here  for  ten  days,  during  the  higheft 
and  warmeft  reign  of  party  and  fadlion  that  I  ever 
knew  or  read  of,  upan  the  bill  againft  occafional 
conformity,  which,  two  days  ago,  was,  upon  the 
firft  reading,  rejefted  by  the  lords.  It  was  fo  uni- 
verfal,  that  I  obferved  the  dogs  in  the  ftreets  much 
more  contumelious  and  quarrelfome  than  ufual ;  and 
the  very  night  before  the  bill  went  up,  a  committee 
of  whig  and  tory  cats  had  a  very  warm  and  loud  de- 
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bate  upon  the  roof  of  our  houfe.  But  why  fliould 
we  wonder  at  that,  when  the  very  ladres  are  fplit 
afunder  into  high  church  and  low,  and,  out  of  zeal 
for  religion,  have  hardly  time  to  fay  their  prayers  ? 
The  mafks  will  have  a  crown  more  from  any  man 
of  the  other  party,  and  count  it  a  high  point  of  me- 
rit to  a  member,  who  will  not  vote  on  their  fide.  For 
the  reft,  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  with  a  great 
majority  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  were  violent  for 
this  bill.  As  great  a  majority  of  the  lords,  amongft 
whom,  all  the  biftiops,  but  four,  were  againft  it:  the 
court  and  the  rabble  (as  extremes  often  agree)  were 
trimmers.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  mens  thoughts 
of  it  in  Ireland:  for  myfelf,  I  am  much  at  a  lofs, 
though  I  was  mightily  m*ged  by  fome  great  people  to 
publifh  my  opinion.  I  cannot  but  think  (if  mens 
higheft  affurances  are  to  be  believed)  that  feveral, 
who  were  againft  this  bill,  do  love  the  church,  and 
do  hate  or  defpife  prefbytery.  I  put  it  clofe  to  my 
lord  Peterborow  ]u.^  as  the  bill  was  going  up,  who 
aimred  me  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  if  he  had 
the  leaft  fufpicion,  the  rejecting  this  bill  would  hurt 
the  church,  or  do  kindnefs  to  the  diflenters,  he  would 
lofe  his  right-hand  rather  than  fpeak  againft  it.  The 
like  profeflion  I  had  from  the  bifhop  of  Salijbury^  my 
lord  Somersy  and  fome  others  ;  fo  that  I  know  not 
v/hat  to  think,  and  therefore  fliall  think  no  more  ; 
and  you  will  forgive  my  faying  fo  much  on  a  matter, 
that  all  our  heads  have  been  fo  full  of  to  a  degree, 
that,  while  it  v*^as  on  the  anvil,  nothing  elfe  was  the 
iubjeiSl  of  converfation.  I  &all  return  in  two  months, 
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In  fplte  of  my  heart.  I  have  here  the  beft  friends  in 
nature,  only  want  that  little  circumftance  of  favour 
and  power  ;  but  nothing  is  fo  civil  as  a  caft  courtier. 
Pray  let  the  ladies  know  I  had  their  letter,  and  will 
anfwer  it  foon ;  and  that  I  obeyed  Mrs,  Johnfon's  com-i. 
mands,  and  waited  on  her  mother^  and  other  friend; 
You  may  add,  if  you  pleafe,  that  they  advife  her 
clearly  to  be  governed  by  her  fi  iends  there  about  the 
renewing  her  leafe,  and  (he  may  havb  her  mortgage 
taken  up  here  whenever  fhe  pleafes,  for  the  payment 
of  her  fine;  and  that  we  have  a  project  for  putting 
out  her  money  in  a  certain  lady's  hands  for  annuities, 
if  the  parliament  goes  on  with  them,  and  (he  likes  it, 
I'll  teach  you  a  way  to  outwit  Mrs.  Johnfon:  it 
is  a  new-fafliioned  way  of  being  witty,  and  they  call 
it  a  bite.  You  muft  afk  a  bantering  queftion,  or  tell 
fome  damned  lye  in  a  ferious  manner,  and  then  flie 
.  will  anfwer  or  fpeak  as  if  you  were  in  earneft  :  then 
cry  you,  Madam,  there's  a  bite.  I  would  not  have 
you  undervalue  this,  for  it  is  the  conftant  amufemenfc 
incoart,  and  every  where  elfe  among  thegreat  people; 
and  I  let  you  know  it,  in  order  to  have  it  obtain 
among  you,  and  teach  you  a  new  refinement. 

LETTER  II. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  fame.    (Part  of  a  letter.) 

London,  Feb.  3,  1703-4. 

1  Have  been  fo  long  and  fo  frequently  purfued 
with  a  little  paltry  ailment  of  a  noife  in  my  ears,  that 
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I  could  never  get  humour  and  time  to  anfwer  your 
letter.  Pox  on  the  diffenters  and  independents,  I 
would  as  foon  trouble  my  head  to  write  againft  aloufe 
or  a  flea.  I  tell  you  what,  I  wrote  againft  the  bill 
that  was  againft  occafional  conformity  ;  but  it  came 
too  late  by  a  day  :  fo  I  would  not  print  it,  but  you 
may  anfwer  it,  if  you  pleafe ;  for  you  know  you 
and  I  are  whig  and  tory.  And,  to  cool  your  info- 
lence  a  little,  know  you,  that  the  queen  and  court, 
and  houfe  of  lords,  and  half  the  commons  almoft, 
are  whigs  j  and  the  number  daily  encreafes. 

LETTER  III. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  fame. 

London,  April  20,  1704. 

Yfifterday  coming  from  the  country  I  found  your 
letter,  which  had  been  four  or  five  days  arrived, 
and  by  negleft  was  not  forwarded  as  it  ought.  You 
have  got  three  epithets  for  my  former  letter,  which  I 
believe  are  all  unjuft:  you  fay  it  was  unfriendly,  un- 
kind, and  unaccountable.  The  two  firft,  I  fuppofe, 
may  pafs  but  for  one,  faving  (as  Capt.  Fluellin  fays) 
the  phrafc  is  a  little  variations-  I  ftiall  therefore  an- 
fwer thofe  two  as  I  can  ;  and  for  the  laft,  I  return  it 
you  again  by  thefe  prefents,  affuring  you,  that  there 
is  more  unaccountability  in  your  letter's  little  finger, 
than  in  mine's  whole  body.  And  one  ftrain  I  obferve 
in  it,  which  is  frequent  enough  ;  you  talk  in  a  myfti- 
cal  fort  of  way,  as  if  you  would  have  me  believe  I 

had 
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had  fome  great  defign,  and  that  you  had  found  it  oiit : 
your  phrafes  are,  that  my  letter  had  the  efFedt  you 
judge  I  defigned  ^  that  you  are  amazed  to  refleft  on 
what  you  judge  the  caufe  of  it ;  and  wifti  it  may  be 
in  your  power  to  love  and  value  me  while  you  live, 
&c.  In  anfwer  to  all  this,  I  might  with  good  pre- 
tence enough  talk  ftarchtly,  and  afFeft  ignorance  of 
what  you  would  be  at ;  but  my  conjeflure  is,  that 
you  think  1  obftrufted  your  infinuations  to  pleafe  my 
own,  and  that  my  intentions  were  the  fame  with 
yours.  In  anfwer  to  all  which,  I  will,  upon  my  con- 
fcience  and  honour,  tell  you  the  naked  truth.  Firft, 
I  think  I  have  faid  to  you  before,  that  if  my  fortunes 
and  humour  ferved  me  to  think  of  that  ftate,  I  fliould 
certainly,  among  all  perfons  on  earth,  make  your 
choice  5  becaufe  I  never  faw  that  perfon  whofe  con- 
verfation  I  entirely  valued  but  her's;  this  was  the  ut- 
moft  I  ever  gave  way  to.  And,  fecondly,  I  muft 
affure  you  fmceiely,  that  this  regard  of  mine  never 
once  entered  into  my  head  to  be  an  impediment  to 
you;  but  I  judged  it  would,  perhaps,  be  a  clog  to  your 
rifing  in  the  world  ;  and  I  did  not  conceive  you  were 
then  rich  enough  to  make  yourfelf  and  her  happy 
and  eafy.  But  that  objection  is  now  quite  removed 
by  what  you  have  at  prefent ;  and  by  the  a/Furances 
of  Eaton's  livings,  I  told  you  indeed,  that  your  au- 
thority was  not  fufficient  to  make  overtures  to  the 
mother,  without  the  daughter's  giving  me  leave  un- 
der her  own  or  her  friend  s  hand,  which,  I  think, 
was  a  right  and  a  prudent  ftep.  However,  I  told  the 
mother  immediately,  and  fpoke  with  all  the  advan- 
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tages  you  deferve.  But  the  objeaion  of  your  fortune 
being  removed,  I  declare  I  have  no  other  ;  nor  (hall 
any  confideration  of  my  own  misfortune  of  lofing  fo 
good  a  friend  and  companion  as  her  prevail  on  me, 
againft  her  intereft  and  fettlement  in  the  world  fince 
it  is  held  fo  neceflaiyand  convenient  a  thing  for  ladies 
to  marry ;  and  that  time  takes  off*  from  the  luftre  of 
virgins  in  all  other  eyes  but  mine,    I  appeal  to  my 
letters  to  herfelf,  whether  I  was  your  friend  or  no  in 
the  whole  concern  ;  though  the  part  I  defigned  to  a^t 
in  it  was  purely  paffive,  which  is  the  utmoft  I  will 
ever  do  in  things  of  this  nature,  to  avoid  all  reproach 
of  any  ill  confequence,  that  may  enfue  in  the  variety 
of  worldly  accidents.    Nay,  I  went  fo  far  both  to 
her  mother,  herfelf,  and,  I  think,  to  you,  as  to  think 
it  could  not  be  decently  broken  ;  fince  I  fuppofed 
the  town  had  got  it  in  their  tongues,  and  therefore  I 
thought  it  could  not  mifcarry  without  fome  difad- 
vantage  to  the  lady's  credit.  I  have  always  defcribed 
her  to  you  in  a  manner  diiFerent  from  thofe,  who 
would  be  difcouraging  ;  and  mufl:  add,  that  though 
it  hath  come  in  my  way  to  converfe  with  perfons  of 
the  firft  rank,  and  of  that  fex,  more  than  is  ufual  to 
men  of  my  level,  and  of  our  function  ;  yet  I  have  no- 
where met  with  a  humour,  a  wit,  or  converfation 
fo  agreeable,  a  better  portion  of  good  fenfe,  or  a 
truer  judgment  of  men  and  things,  I  mean  here  in 
England;  for  as  to  the  ladies  of  Ireland^  I  am  a  per- 
fect ftranger.    As  to  her  fortune,  I  think  you  know 
it  already  3  and,  if  you  refume  your  defigns,  and 

would 
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would  have  further  intelligence,  I  (hall  fend  you  a 
particular  account. 

I  give  you  joy  of  your  good  fortunes,  and  envy 
very  much  your  prudence  and  temper,  and  love  of 
peace  and  fettlement,  the  reverfe  of  which  hath 
been  the  great  uneafmefs  of  my  life,  and  is  like  to 
continue  fo.  And  what  is  the  refult  ?  En  queis  con^ 
fevimus  agros !  I  find  nothing  but  the  good  words 
and  wiflies  of  a  decayed  miniftry,  whofe  lives  and  • 
mine  will  probably  wear  out  before  they  can  ferve 
either  my  little  hopes,  or  their  own  ambition. 
Therefore  I  am  refolved  fuddenly  to  retire,  like  a 
difcontented  courtier,  and  vent  myfelf  in  ftudy  and 
fpeculation,  till  my  own  humour,  or  the  fcene  here, 

lhall  change, 

( 

LETTER  IV. 
Earl  of  Berjceley  *  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Cranford,  Friday  Night, 

I  Hope  you  continue  in  the  mind  of  coming  hi-^ 
ther  to-morrow  5  for,  upon  my  fincerity,  which  is 
more  than  moft  people's,  I  fliall  be  heartily  glad  to  fee 
you  as  much  as  is  poffible  before  you  go  for  Ireland. 

*  *  He  had  been  envoy  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to 
the  States  General  in  1689  j  and  in  1699  and  1700,  one  of  the 
lord  juftices  of  Ireland.  He  died  Sept.  24.,  1710.  Dr.  Sivift 
had  been  chaplain  to  him.  This  letter  is  without  date,  but  en- 
dorfed  by  Dr.  S^-wift     about  1706,  or  1707." 
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Whether  you  are  or  are  not  for  Cranfordy  I  earneftly 
intreat  you,  if  you  have  not  done  it  already,  that 
you  would  not  fail  of  having  your  bookfcller  enable 
the  archbifliop  of  York  to  give  a  book  *  to  the  queen; 
for  with  Mr.  Nelfon  f,  I  am  entirely  of  opinion,  that 
her  majefty's  reading  of  that  book  of  the  project  for 
the  increafe  of  morality  and  piety,  may  be  of  very 
great  ufe  to  that  end. 

I  am  entirely  yours,  B. 


LETTER  V. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Dr.  Swift- 

S  I  R,  Feb.  29,  1707-S. 

M  R.  Frowde  %  tells  me,  that  you  defign  me  the 
honour  of  a  vifit  to-morrow  morning  ;  but  my  lord 
Sunderland  §  having  direcSled  me  to  wait  on  him  at 
nine  o'clock,  I  fhall  take  it  as  a  particular  favour,  if 

*  '  Dr.  Siviffs  ProjeSI  for  the  Advancement  of  religion^  and 
the  Reforfnation  of  Manners,^ 

f  *  Robert  Nelfon,  Efq;  eminent  for  his  pious  writings.' 

t  '  Philip  Froivdey  Efqj  fon  of  Afbhurnha7n  Froujde,  Efq; 
comptroller  of  the  foreign  office  in  the  poll-office.  Mr.  Philip 
prO'ivde  was  educated  2Lt  Magdalen  college  in  Oxford,  and  was  pu- 
pil of  Mr.  Addifon,  He  was  author  of  two  tragedies.  The  fall 
of  Saguntum,  reprefented  at  the  theatre  in  Lincoln'' s -inn-Fields 
in  1727  J  and  Philotas,  a6led  at  the  fame  theatre,  in  1731.  He 
died  at  his  lodgings  in  Cecil-freet  in  the  Strand,  Dec,  19,  1738, 
equally  lamented,  as  he  had  been  beloved,  for  his  genius,  learxi- 
ing,  and  the  amiablenefs  of  his  character.' 

§  V  To  whom  Mr.  Addifon  was  fecretary,' 

you 
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you  will  give  me  your  company  at  the  George  In  Pall^ 
mall  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  may  hope 
to  enjoy  your  converfation  more  at  leifure,  which  I 
fet  a  very  great  value  upon.  I  am.  Sir,  your  rnoft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  Addison. 
Mr.  Steele  and  Frowde  will  dine  with  us. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  VL 

Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne,  Dean  of  St.  Pa^ 

trick* Dublin. 

SIR,  London,  April  15,  170S. 

I  Wonder  whether,  in  the  midft  of  your  build- 
ings, you  ever  confider  that  I  have  broke  my  fliins, 
and  have  been  a  week  cqnfined,  this  charming 
weather,  to  my  chamber,  and  cannot  go  abroad  to 
hear  the  nightingales,  or  pun  with  my  lord  Pembroke. 
Pug  is  very  well,  and  likes  London  wonderfully,  but 
Greenwich  better,  where  we  could  hardly  keep  him 
from  hunting  down  the  deer.  I  am  told  by  foniie  at 
court,  that  the  biftiop  of  Kildare  *  is  utterly  bent 
upon  a  removal  on  this  fide,  though  it  be  to  St.  Afaph*^ 
and  then  the  queftion  muft  be,  whether  Dr.  Pratt 
will  be  dean  of  St,  Patrick's^  minifter  of  St,  Caibe- 
vine's f  or  provoft  ?  For  I  tell  you  a  fecret,  that  the 
queen  is  refolved  the  next  promotion  fliall  be  to  one 
of  Dublin  education :  this  flie  told  the  lord  lieutenant. 


*  Pr,  imbore  Ellis, 


Your 
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Your  new  Waterford  bifliop  *  franks  his  letters, 
which  no  biftiop  does  that  writes  to  me  ;  I  fuppofe 
it  is  fome  peculiar  privilege  of  that  fee.  The  diffen- 
ters  have  made  very  good  ufe  here  of  your  frights  in 
Ireland  upon  the  intended  invafion ;  and  the  arch- 
bifliop  writes  me  word,  that  the  addrefs  of  Dublin  city 
will  be  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  I  think  the  clergy 
ought  to  have  done  their  beft  to  prevent,  and  I  hope 
they  did  fo.  Here  has  the  Irijh  fpeaker  f  been  fo- 
liciting  to  get  the  Tejl  Claufe  repealed  by  an  adl  here ; 
for  which  I  hope  he  will  be  impeached  when  your 
parliament  meets  again,  as  well  as  for  fome  other 
things  I  could  mention.  I  hope  you  will  be  of  my 
opinion  in  what  I  have  told  the  archbifliop  about 
thofe  addreffes.  And  if  his  grace  and  clergy  of  the 
province  fend  an  addrefs,  I  defire  1  may  prefent  it, 
as  one  of  the  chapter,  which  is  the  regular  way  ;  but 
I  beg  you  will  endeavour  among  you,  that  the  church 
of  Ireland  gentlemen  may  fend  an  addrefs  to  fet  the 
queen  and  court  right  about  the  teft  which  every 
one  here  is  of  opinion  you  fhould  do ;  or  elfe  I  have 
reafon  to  fear  it  will  be  repealed  here  next  feffion  ; 
which  will  be  of  terrible  confequence,  both  as  to  the 
thing  and  the  manner,  by  the  parliament  here  inter- 
fering in  things  purely  of  Ireland^  that  have  no  re- 
lation to  any  intereft  of  theirs. 

If  you  will  not  ufe  me  as  your  book*buyer,  make 
ufe  of  Sir  Andrevo  Fountain^  who  fends  you  his  hum- 

*  Dr.  Thomas  Milks, 

\  Allen  Brodericky  Efq;  afterwards  lord  chancellor  of  Ire- 
Laudy  and  created  lord  MiddUton  of  that  kingdom. 

ble 


ble  fervlce,  and  will  carry  over  a  cargo  as  big  as  you 
pleafe  towards  the  end  of  fummer,  when  he  and  I  in- 
tend my  lord  lieutenant  *  fhall  come  in  our  com- 
pany without  fail,  and  in  fpite  of  /r//2>  reports,  that 
fay  we  (hall  come  no  more, 

I  reckon  by  this  time  you  have  done  with  mafons 
and  carpenters,  and  are  now  beginning  with  up- 
holfterers,  with  whom  you  may  go  on  as  flow  and 
foberly  as  you  pleafe. 

But  pray  keep  the  garden  till  I  come.  I  am,  Sir, 
vour  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  Swift. 

Direft  the  inclofed,  and  deliver  it  to  the  greateft 
perfon  in  your  neighbourhood. 

LETTER  VIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne- 

SIR,  June,  1708. 

I  W rit  to  you  fome  weeks  ago,  and  inclofed 
(as  now)  a  letter  to  your  neighbpur.  But  I  fear  it 
was  kidnapp'd  by  fome  privateer,  or  elfe  you  were 
lazy  or  forgetful  ;  or,  w^hich  is  full  as  good,  per- 
haps it  had  no  need  of  an  anfwer  ;  and  I  would  not 
for  a  good  deal,  that  the  former  had  mifcarried,  be- 
caufed  the  inclofed  was  wonderfully  politic,  and 
would  have  been  read  to  you,  as  this,  I  fuppofe,  will, 
though  it  be  not  half  fo  profound.    Now  are  you 

*  nomas y  earl  of  Pembroke^ 

l!;one 
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gone  fome  fummer  ramble,  and  will  not  receive  this 
,  in  a  fortnight ;  nor  fend  the  inclofed  in  as  much  more. 
I  have  often  begged  you  would  let  me  buy  you  one 
fifty  pounds  worth  of  books  j  but  now  I  have  been 
here  fo  long,  I  believe  you  will  have  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend I  may  fmk  the  money.  Sir  A,  Fountain'^ 
will  never  be  fatisfied  till  he  gets  into  the  little  room, 
with  the  three  AJhes^  the  biftiop  of  Killala  f,  and  my- 
felf,  to  be  happy  at  the  expence  of  your  wine  and 
converfation.  Here  is  a  fight  of  two  girls  %  joined 
together  at  the  back,  which,  in  the  news-monger's 
phrafe,  caufes  a  great  many  fpeculations  \  and  raifes 
abundance  of  queftions  in  divinity,  law  and  phyfic. 
The  boys  of  our  town  are  mighty  happy,  for  we  are 
to  have  a  beheading  next  week  ||,  unlefs,  the  queen 
will  interpofe  her  mercy.  Here  is  a  long  lampoon 
publicly  printed,  abufing,  by  name  at  length,  ail  the 
young  people  of  quality,  that  walk  in  the  park, 
Thefe  are  effects  of  our  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

I  long  to  knov/  what  is  become  of  your  new  houfe, 
whether  there  is  yet  a  union  between  that  and  the 
little  one,  or  whether  the  work  ftops  for  want  of 
money  \  and  you  pretend  it  is  only,  that  the  boards 
may  have  time  to  feafon.  We  are  ftill  in  pain  for  Mr. 

*  Dr.  Smjift^  in  1708,  uied  to  lodge  with  Sir  A,  Fountain^ 
when  he  was  in  London, 
•f  Dr,  Lloyd, 

X  *  There  is  a  particular  account  of  them  in  the  Phihjhphi' 
col  Tranf actions^  vol,  L.  part  2.  p.  311.  for  the  year  1758.' 

II  *  Of  Ed^ivard,  lord  who  had  been  attainted  by  out- 
lawry for  high  trealbn,  committed  in  the  reign  of  king  WilUamy 
and  was  on  the  1 5th  of  Majy  1708,  ordered  for  execution  5  but 
reprieved  from  time  to  time^  till  his  death,' 

Doppmgs 
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Dopping's  being  in  one  of  the  pacquet-boats  that  were 
taken.  He  and  many  more  have  vowed  never  to  re- 
turn to  England  again  ;  which,  if  they  forget,  they 
may  properly  be  called  vows  written  in  wateV, 

Pray,  Sir,  let  me  hear  from  you  fome  time  this 
hot  weather,  for  it  will,  be  very  refrefhing ;  and  I 
am  confined  by  bufmefs  in  this  ugly  town,  which,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  is  almoft  infufferable,  1  am. 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  S. 

LETTER  VIIL 
Anthony  Henley,  Efq;  *  to  Dn  Swift, 

Grange,  Sept.  16,  170K. 

Y'Efterday  tlie  weather-glafs  was  at  28  inches, 
which  is  lower  than  ever  I  faw  it  j  the  wind  was 
at  eaft,  a  very  dull  quarter;  the  garden  fo  v/et, 
there  was  no  looking  into  it ;  and  I  myfelf,  by  con- 
fequence,  in  the  fpleen.  Before  night,  the  glafs  rofe, 
the  wind  changed,  th^  garden  dried,  I  received  your 
letter,  and  was  as  well  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life,  to 
my  thinking,  though  perhaps  you  may  think  other- 
wife.  The  reafon  why  your  letter  was  fo  long  a  com- 

I 

*  *  0^t\iQ  Grange^  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  member  of 
parliament  for  Melmnb  Regis,    He  was  a  perfon  of  great  abili- 
ties and  learning ;  who  mixed  humour  in  the  moft  ferious  de- 
bates. He  was  father  of  the  prefent  Robert^  earl  of  Norihington^ 
late  lord  hi^h  chancellor.' 

ing 
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ing  to  my  hands  was,  its  being  direSefl  to  me  near 
JVincheJler^  and  Alresford  is  the  poft-town  neareft  to 
me.  If  the  officers  fliould  come  to  you,  Do£lor,  if 
you  want  a  fecurity,  that  your  children  ftian't  be 
troublefome  to  the  parifti,  pray  make  ufe  of  me.  FU 
ftand  'em  all,  though  you  were  to  have  as  many  as 
the  Holland  countefs.  We  have  had  a  tedious  ex- 
peftation  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  fiege  of  Lijle :  the 
country  people  begin  to  think  there  is  no  fuch  thing, 
and  fay  the  news  papers  talk  of  it  to  make  people 
bear  paying  taxes  a  year  longer.  I  don't  know 
how  Steele  *  will  get  off  of  it ;  his  veracity  is  at 
ftake  in  Hantjhlre,  Pray  defire  him  to  take  the  town, 
though  he  fliould  leave  the  citadel  for  a  nell-egg, 
I  ha'nt  the  honour  to  know  colonel  Hunter  \  ;  but  I 
never  faw  him  in  fo  good  company  as  you  have  put 
him,  lord  Halifax^  Mr.  Addifon^  Mr.  Congreve^  and 
the  Gazetteer.  Since  he  is  there,  let  him  ftay  there. 
Pray,  DocSlor,  let  me  know  whether  writing  letters 
be  talking  to  one's  felf,  or  talking  to  other  folks  ; 
for  I  think  the  world  has  fettled  it,  that  talking  to 
one's  felf,  which  offends  no  body,  is  madnefs  y  and 
talking  to  other  people,  which*  generally  is  not  quite 
fo  harmlefs,  is  wit,  or  good-  breeding,  or  religion, 
or — I  won't  write  a  word  more  till  you  have  fatisfied 
me  what  I  have  been  doing  all  this  while.  I  am 
fure  one  need  not  have  writ  two  pages  to  introduce 
my  afiliring  you,  that  I  am  your  mod  afFedlionate 
hiimble  fervant,  H.  H  E  N  L  E  Y. 

*  *  Who  was  writer  of  the  Gazette.'' 

\  See  his  letters  dated  March  i,  and  14,  1712-13.  ^ 

I  LET- 
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LETTER  IX. 
Anthony  Henley,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

X)EAR  DOCTOR,  Nov.  2,  i yog. 

Tnough  you  won't  fend  me  your  broomftick 
ril  fend  you  as  good  a  refledion  upon  death  as  even 
Mrian's  himfelf,  though  the  fellow  was  but  an  old 
farmer  of  mine,  that  made  it.  He  had  been  ill  a 
good  while  ;  and  when  his  friends  faw  him  a  go- 
ing, they  all  came  croaking  about  him  as  ufual; 
and  one  of  them  afking  him  how  he  did  ?  he  replied, 
"  In  great  pain.  If  I  could  but  get  this  fame  breath 
out  of  my  body,  I'd  take  care,  by  G — ,  how  I  let  it 
come  in  again."  This,  if  it  were  put  in  fine  Latin^ 
I  fancy  wduld  make  as  good  a  found  as  any  I  have 
met  with.  I  am  your  moft  affedionate  humble 
^*^rvant,  .  A.  Henley. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  X. 
Mr.  Henley  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REVEREND  SIR, 

Jt  is  reported  of  the  famous  RegiomontamiSy  that  he 
framed  an  eagle  fo  artfully  of  a  certain  wood,  that 
upon  the  approach  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  to  the 

*  Meditations  on  a  broomftick,  written  by  Dr.  S^uft  about 
this  time, 

opulent 
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opulent  city  of  Neuremberg^  it  took  wing  and  flew 
Odt  of  the  gates  to  meet  him,  and  (as  my  author  has 
it)  appeared  as  though  alive.  Give  me  leave  to 
attribute  this  excellent  invention  to  the  vehement  de- 
fire  he  had  to  entertain  his  mafter  with  fomething 
extraordinary,  and  to  fay  with  the  poet, 

Amor  addidit  alas. 
I  am  trying  a  like  experiment,  whether  I  cannot 
make  this  compofition  of  old  rags,  galls,  and  vitriol 
fly  to  Dublin ;  and  if  (as  the  moving  lion,  which  was 
compofed  by  an  Italian  chymift,  and  opened  his 
breaft,  and  (hewed  the  imperial  arms  painted  in  its 
heart)  this  could  difclofe  itfelf,  and  difcover  to  you 
the  high  efteem  and  aftcdion  I  have  for  you,  I  fhould 
attain  my  end  ;  and  not  only  facrifice  an  hecatomb, 
but  cry  out  with  extatic  Archimedes^  E2^y,«a. 

I  fhould  not  have  prefumed  to  imagine,  that  you 
would  deign  to  caft  an  eye  on  any  thing  proceeding 
from  fo  mean  an  hand  as  mine,  had  I  not  been  en- 
couraged by  that  chara£i:er  of  candour  and  fweetnefs 
of  temper,  for  which  you  are  fo  juftly  celebrated  and 
efteemed  by  all  good  men,  as  the  Delias  humani  ge- 
neris ;  and  I  make  no  queflion,  but  like  your  prede- 
ceflbr,  an  emperor  again,  you  reckon  every  day  as 
loft,  in  which  you  have  not  an  opportunity  of  doing 
fome  aft  of  beneficence,  I  was  moreover  emboldened 
by  the  adage,  which  does  not  ftick  to  affirm,  that 
one  of  the  moft  defpicable  of  animals  may  look 
upon  the  greateftof  queens;  as  it  has  been  proved  to 
a  demonftration  by  a  late  moft  judicious  author, 
whom  (as  I  take  it)  you  have  vouchfafed  to  immor- 
talize 
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talize  by  your  learned  lucubrations  *.  And  as  pro- 
verbs are  the  wifdom  of  a  nation,  fo  I  take  the  na- 
turalizing fuch  a  quantity  of  very  expreffive  ones,  as 
we  did  by  the  ail  of  union,  to  be  one  of  the  confi- 
derableft  advantages  we  fhall  reap  from  it ;  and  I  do 
not  queftion  but  the  nation  will  be  the  wifer  for  the 
future. 

But  I  have  digrefled  too  far,  and  therefore  refume 
my  thread,  I  know  my  own  unworthinefs  to  de- 
ferve  your  favour;  but  let  this  attempt  pafs  on  my 
account  for  fome  merit. 

In  magjiis  voluijfe  fat  eft. 

And  tho'  all  cannot  be  fprightly  like  F  wife 

like  T  rj,  agreeable  like  B  ih^  polite 

like  P  r  de^  or,  to  fum  up  all,  though  there 

be  but  one  Phcenix^  and  one  Lepidijfimus  Homun- 
do,  T—p — m ;  yet  fmce  a  cup  of  cold  water  was  not 
an  unacceptable  prefcnt  to  a  thirfty  emperor,  I  may 
flatter  myfelf,  that  this  tender  of  my  fervices  (how 
mean  foever)  may  not  be  contemned ;  and,  though 
I  fall  from  my  great  attempt, 

Spero  trovar  pieta  non  che  perdono^ 
as  that  mellifluous  ornament  of  Italy^  Francifcus  Pe^ 
trarcha,  fweetly  has  it. 

Mr.  Crozvder  I  have  often  heard  affirm,  and  the 
fine  thinkers  of  all  ages  have  conftantly  held,  that 
much  good  may  be  attained  by  reading  of  hiftory. 
And  Dr.  Sloane  is  of  opinion,  that  modern  travels  are 
very  behoveful  towards  forming  the  mind  and  in- 

*  The  lucubrations  of  I/aac  Bichrftaff,  in  the  Tatler. 
Vol.  I  C  larging 


larging  the  thoughts  of  the  curious  part  of  man- 
kind. 

Give. me  leave  to  fpeak  a  little  from  both  thefc 
topics. 

In  the  Roman  triumphs,  which  were  doubtlefs  the 
moft  auguft  fpedacles  that  were  ever  feen,  it  was 
the  conftant  cuftom,  that  the  public  executioner 
fbould  be  behind  the  conqueror,  to  remind  him 
(fays  my  author)  from  time  to  time,  that  thefe  ho- 
nours were  tranfitory,  and  could  not  fecure  him 
from  the  feverity  of  the  laws. 

Col.  Morrifonof  the  guards  [he  lives  next  door  to 
TaruHall]  his  father  was  in  Fircrinia^  and  being  like 
to  be  ftarved,  the  company  had  recourfe  to  a  learned 
mafter  of  arts  ;  his  name  v^as  Venter:  he  advifed  them 
to  eat  one  another  pour  pajfer  le  iems^  and  to  begin 
with  a  fat  cook-maid.  She  had  certainly  gone  to  pot, 
had  not  a  (hip  arrived  juft  in  the  nick  with  a  quantity 
of  pork,  which  appealed  their  hunger,  and  faved  the 

wench's  bacon. 

To  apply  thefe ;  Did  you  never  (when  rioting  in 
the  coftly  dainties  of  my  lord  high  admiral's  *  table, 
when  the  polytafted  wine  excited  jovial  thoughts, 
and  banifhed  ferious  refleftions)  forget  your  frail 
mortal  condition  ?  Or  when,  at  another  time,  you 
have  wiped  the  point  of  a  knife,  or  perhaps  with  a 

little  fpoon  taken  fome  Attic  fait  out  of  Mrs.  F  'i 

cadenat ;  and,  as  the  poet  fings, 

^Ifedens  adverfiis  i  dent  idem  • 

SpeP^at  et  audits 

*  Thomas y  carl  of  Pembroke 

Did 
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bid  you  not  think  yourfelf  par  deo?  Pray  God 
you  did  not ;  Pfay  God  you  did  not  think  yourfelf 
fupsrare  divos, 

Confefs  the  truth,  DocSor,  you  did;  confefs  ic 
and  repent  of  it,  if  it  be  not  too  late  :  but  alas  !  I 
fear  it  is. 

And  now,  methinks,  I  look  down  into  that  bog 
all  flaming  with  bonnyclabber  and  ufquebaugh  ;  and 
hear  you  gnafiiing  your  teeth  and  crying,  Oh  !  wha^t 
would  I  give  now  for  a  glafs  of  that  fmall  beer,  I  ufed 
.to  fay  was  four  !  or  a  pinch  of  that  fnuff,  which  I 
ufed  to  fay  was  the  curfed'ft  ftuiT  in  the  world  !  and 
borrow  as  much  as  would  lie  on  a  fhilling  the  mi- 
nute after.  Oh  !  what  would  I  give  to  have  had  a 
monitor  in  thofe  moments  to  have  put  me  in  mind  of 
the  fword  hanging  by  a  twine-thread  over  my  h-ead^ 
and  to  have  cried  in  a  voice  as  loud  as  S~th — //V, 
Memento^  Dodor,  quia  Hibernus  es^  et  in  Hiberniam 
reverteris. 

Every  man  in  the  midft  of  his  pleafures  fliould  re- 
member the  Roman  executioner  :  and  I  have  been  af- 
fured,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  lofs 
ef  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  Sir  Charles  Dun- 
xomb  t  would  have  revived  that  ufeful  ceremony^ 
which  might  be  very  properly  introduced  in  the  lord 
mayor's  cavalcade. 

I  would  not  be  miftaken,  either  in  what  has  p-one 
before^  or  in  that  which  is  to  follow,  as  if  i  took  you 
to  be  a  belly-god,  an  Apicim^  or  him  that  wifbed  his 

*  Of  Denmark,  who  died  OBoher  ig,  i/oS, 
f  Lord  mayor  of  Z.(?.'2^/5.^,  in  1708. 
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neck  as  long  as  a  crane's,  that  he  might  have  the 
greater  pleafure  in  fwallowing.  No,  dear  Dodtor, 
far  be  it  from  me  to  think  you  Epicuri  de  grege  porcum. 
I  know  indeed  you  are  Helluo^  but  it  is  libroruw^  as 
the  learned  Dr.  Accepted  Freweriy  fome  time  arch- 
bifhop  of  York^  was  ;  and  ingenii^  as  the  quaint  Dr. 
'Offspring  Blackally  now  bifhop  of  Exeter y  is.  There- 
fore let  us  return  to  the  ufe  which  may  be  made  of 
modern  travels,  and  apply  Mr.  Morriforis  to  your 
condition. 

You  are  now  caft  on  an  inhofpitable  ifland ;  no 
mathematical  figures  on  the  fand,  no  vejiigia  homi^ 
num  to  be  feen ;  perhaps  at  this  very  time  reduced 
to  one  fingle  barrel  of  damaged  bifcuit,  and  ftiort- 
allowance  even  of  fait- water.  What's  to  be  done? 
Another  in  your  condition  would  look  about ; 
perhaps  he  might  find  fome  potatoes  ;  or  get  an  old 
piece  of  iron,  and  make  an  harpoon,  and  if  he  found 
Higgon  fleeping  near  the  fliore,  ftrike  him,  and  eat 
him.  The  weftern  iflanders  of  Scotland  fay,  'tis 
good  meat ;  and  his  train  oil,  bottled  till  it  mantles, 
is  a  delicious  beverage,  if  the  inhabitants  of  Lapland 
are  to  be  credited. 

But  this  I  know  is  too  grofs  a  pabulum  for  one,wha 
(as  the  camelion  lives  on  air)  has  always  hitherto 
lived  on  wit ;  and  whofe  friends  (God  be  thanked) 
defign  he  fhould  continue  to  do  fo,  and  on  nothing 
elfe.  Therefore  I  would  advife  you  to  fall  upon  old 
"Joan ;  eat,  do,  I  live  to  bid  thee  !  Eat  4ddifon  *  ; 

*  Then  fecretary  to  the  carl  of  Wkartojjy  lord  lieutenant  of 
Irelan^l^ 

and 
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and  when  you  have  eat  every  body  elfe,  eat  my  lord 
lieutenant  *  [he  is  fomething  lean,  God  help  the 
while;]  and  tho^  'twill, for  aught  I  know, be  treafon, 
there  will  be  nobody  left  to  hang  you,  unlefs  you 
fhould  think  fit  to  do  yourfelf  that  favour,  which  if 
you  fhould,  pray  don't  write  me  word  of  it,  becaufe  I 
Ihould  be  very  forry  to  hear  of  any  ill  that  fhould 
happen  to  you,  as  being,  with  a  profound  venera- 
tion, one  of  the  greateft  of  your  admirers. 

T.  B.  or  any  other  two  let- 
ters you  like  better. 

Pray  dire£l  your  anfwer  to  me,  at  the  Serjeant's 
Head  in  Cornwall-^  or  at  Mr.  Sentiment^ $y  a  Potty 
Carrier,  in  Common  Garden^  in  the  Phhs. 

LETTER  XL 

t  William,  lord  archbifliop  of  Dublin^  to  Dr. 

Swift. 

REVEREND  SIR,  Publin,  Nov.  20,  170S. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  9th  inftant,  and  if  the  fcheme 
of  alteration  holds,  as  reprefented,  I  defpair  of  our 
twentieth  parts  in  the  prefent  method ;  yet  I  can't 
think  it  proper  to  move  in  any  new  courfe  till  the  de- 
claration of  what  is  intended  be  more  authentic.  I 

*  Earl  of  marton. 

t  Dr.  miliam  Kmg,  archbi/hop  of  Dul?/ix,  ai^tlior  of  the 
difcourfe  on  the  Origin  of  E^ih,  of  xht  Siate  of  the  froteflmU 
in  Ireland,  and  fcveral  other  valuable  pieces. 
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have  no  good  ground  for  my  doubt ;  and  yet,  in  my 
own  mind,  I  make  fome  quePcion,  v/hether  all  things 
will  be  juft  as  furmifed.  If  I  find  this  to  be  fo  in 
^arneft,  I  will  then  endeavour  to  obtain  an  addrefs 
to  my  lord  treafurer,  which,  I  fuppofe,  has  been 
hitherto  wanting  :  but  if  the  matter  ftick  on  any  con- 
fiderations  not  agreeable,  there  is  an  end  of  it.  To 
deal  freely,  I  have  very  little  hope  of  fucceeding  any 
way;  but  it  will  not  make  things  worfe  to  try  the 
experiment. 

I  underftand  fome  diffenters  from  hence  will  ap- 
ply to  the  parliament  of  England  this  feflion,  to  ob- 
tain a  repeal  of  the  teft,  and  for  a  toleration  on  a 
larger  foot  than  In  England-y  and  that  a  fund  is  raifed, 
and  agents  appointed  to  folicit  their  affairs,  by  the 
prefbyters  of  the  north.  I  have  had  fome  intimation, 
that  all  diffenters  are  not  of  a  mind  in  this  point ;  the 
other  fefls,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  being  as  much 
afraid  of  them  as  of  us  ;  and  that  they  would  rather 
be  as  they  are,  than  run  the  hazard  of  coming  under 
the  jus  divinum  of  prelbytery.    Something  pleafant 
enough  is  faid  to  have  happened  on  this  occafion :  a 
certain  perfon  endeavoured  to  comfort  them,^  and 
remove  their  jealoufy,  by  telling  them  they  needed 
not  to  fear  ;  for  that  the  greateft  friends  to  diffenters, 
and  who  would  be  moft  zealous  for  toleration,  never 
defigned  to  eftablifh  any  church,  but  only  to  deftroy 
that,  which  had  the  prote6tion  of  the  laws.  Whe- 
ther this  will  give  them  fatisfadion  I  can't  tell ;  but 
am  certain,  that  if  any  have  fo  wicked  a  defign, 
they  will  fail  in  it, 

I  am 
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I  am  often  alarmed  with  the  fears  of  fome  good 
men,  who  would  perfuade  me,  that  religion  is  in 
danp-er  of  being  rooted  out  of  the  hearts  of  men;  and 
they  wonder  to  fee  me  fo  fanguine  in  the  caufe.  But 
I  .tell  them,  that  I  believe  it  is  with  religion  as  with 
paternal  afFeftion  ;  fome  profligate  wretches  may  for- 
get it,  and  fome  may  dofe  themfelves  fo  long  vv'ith 
nerverfe  thinking,  as  not  to  fee  any  reafon  for  it : 
but  in  fpite  of  all  the  ill-natured  and  falfe  philofophy 
of  tkefe  two  forts  of  people,  the  bulk  of  mankind 
will  love  their  children-  And  fo  it  is,  and  will  be, 
with  the  fear  of  God  and  religion  :  whatever  is  ge- 
neral hath  a  powerful  gaufe,  though  every  one  can- 
not lind  it  out,  / 

But  I  have  forgot  my  diflenters  :  the  reafon  of  their 
•applying  in  Great  Britain  is,  becaufe  they  fee  little 
reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  here  ;  and  if  I  can  judge 
of  the  fenfe  of  gentlemen  that  compofe  the  parlia- 
ment, they  never  feemed  to  be  farther  from  the  hu- 
mour of  gratifying  them. 

As  to  your  own  concern,  you  fee  hardly  any  thing 
valuable  is  obtained  any  otherwife  than  by  the  go-^ 
vernm.ent ;  and  therefore,  if  you  can  attend  the  next 
lord  lieutenant,  you,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not  to 
decline  it.  I  affure  myfelf  that  you  are  too  honeft 
to  come  on  ill  terms ;  nor  do  I  believe  any  will  ex- 
plicitly be  propofed.  I  could  give  feveral  reafons 
why  you  Ihould  embrace  this,  though  1  have  no  ex- 
ception againft  your  fecretaryfhip  *  \  except  that 

*       *-he  ea)bc%  at  Plcnna. 
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,you  may  lofe  too  much  time  in  it,  which,  confider- 
ing  all  things,  you  cannot  fo  well  fpare  at  this  time 
of  the  day. 

As  to  my  own  part,  I  thank  God,  I  was  never 
much  frightened  by  any  alterations  :  neither  king 
James  nor  the  earl  of  Tyrconnel  ftiocked  me.  I  always 
comforted  myfelf  with  the  H2th  pfalm,  7th  verfe  *. 
I  never  was  a  favourite  of  any  government,  nor  have 
I  a  profpeit  of  being  fo,  though  I  believe  1  have 
feen  forty  changes ;  nor  would  I  advife  any  friend 
to  fell  himfelf  to  any,  fo  as  to  be  their  flave.  I 
could  write  fome  other  things,  that  vou  would  de- 
fire  to  know  ;  but  pen  and  ink  are  dangerous  tools 
in  fome  mens  hands,  and  I  love  a  friend  with  an 
appetite.    I  am,  i^c. 

W.  DUBLIN. 

LETTER  XIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne. 

5  I  R>  Nov.  30,  1708. 

I  Received  a  letter  from  you  the  Lord  knows 
when,  for  it  has  no  date ;  but  I  conceive  it  to  have 
been  a  month  ago,  for  I  met  it  when  I  came  from 
KenU  where,  and  at  Epfom^  I  pafTed  about  fix  weeks, 
to  divert  myfelf  the  fag  end  of  the  fummer,  which 
proved  to  be  the  beft  weather  we  had.  I  am  glad 
you  made  fo  good  a  progrefs  in  your  building  ;  but 
you  had  the  emblem  of  induftry  in  your  mind,  for 

*  *  He  fhall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings  j  his  heart  is  fixpd, 
trufting  in  the  Lord.' 

the 
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the  bees  begin  at  the  top  and  work  downwards,  and 
at  lafl;  work  themfelves  out  of  houfe  and  home,  as 
many  of  you  builders  do. 

You  know  before  this  the  great  revolution  we  have 
had  at  court  * ;  and  that  Dr.  La?nbert  is  chaplain  to 
the  lord  lieutenant :  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury j 
feveral  other  bifliops,  and  my  lord  treafurer  himfelf, 
would  needs  have  it  fo.  I  made  no  manner  of  appli- 
cation for  that  poft,  upon  certain  reafons,  that  1  fliall 
let  you  know,  if  ever  I  have  the  happinefs  to  fee 
you  again. 

My  lord  Sunderland  rallied  me  on  that  occafion,  and 
was  very  well  pleafed  with  my  anfwer,  that  I  obferved 
one  thing  in  all  new  minijlries :  for  the  firft  week  or 
two,  they  are  in  a  hurry,  or  not  to  be  feen;  and  when 
you  come  afterwards,  they  are  engaged.  What  I 
have  to  fay  of  the  public,  i^c,  will  be  inclofed,  which, 
I  fuppofe,  will  be  fliewn  you,  and  you  will  pleafe  to 
del  iver  as  formerly.  Lord  Pembroke  takes  all  things 
mighty  well,  and  we  pun  together  as  ufual  ;  and  he 
either  makes  the  beft  ufe,  or  the  beft  appearance  with 
his  philofophy  of  any  man  I  ever  knew ;  for  it  is  not 
believed  he  is  pleafed  at  heart  upon  many  accounts. 

Sir  Andrew  Fountain  is  well^  and  has  either  writ 
to  you  laft  poft,  or  defigns  it  roon. 
'  Dr»  Pratt  f  is  buying  good  pennyworths  of  books  ^ 
for  the  college,  and  has  made  fome  purchafes  that 

**  On  the  25th  oiNo^emher^  1708,  the  earl  of  Pembroke  Vv^as  ' 
made  lord  high  admiral,  the  earl  of  Wharton  lord  lieutenant  of  ' 
Ireland^  and  lord  Sommers  lord  preiident  of  the  councii. 

t  A  fenior  fellow  of  the  imiverfity  of  Dublin,  foon  after 
ipade  provoft,  and  afterwards  dean  of  DoiJun. 

would 
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•would  fet  you  a  longing.  You  have  heard  our  mighty 
news  is  *  extreamly  dwindled  in  our  laft  pacquets. 
However  we  expect  a  very  happy  end  of  the  cam- 
paign, which  this  fudden  thaw  and  foul  weather, 
begun  here  yefterday,  will  foon  bring  to  an  ifliie.  I 
am,  (Jc. 

LETTER  XIIL 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

R  E  V.   S  I  R,  Dublin,  Feb.  lo,  1708, 

I  Received  yours  of  laft  'January  the  6th5  and  you 
will  find  but  a  forry  correfpondent  of  me.  I  have 
been  confined  near  two  months  this  winter,  and  for- 
bid pen  and  ink  by  my  phyfician  ;  though,  I  thank 
God,  I  was  more  frightened,  as  it  happened,  than 
hurt.  I  had  a  cholic  about  the  year  96,  that  brought 
me  to  extremity,  and  ail  defpair'd  of  my  life,  and  tha 
news-letters  reported  me  dead.  It  began  at  the  fame 
time  of  the  year,  and  the  fame  way  it  did  then,  and 
the  winters  were  much  alike ;  and  I  verily  believe 
had  I  not  had  the  affiftance  of  my  old  phyfician,  Sir 
Patrick  Dun  t,  I  fhould  have  run  the  fame  courfe, 
which  I  could  not  have  fupported.  But  with  a  little 
phyfic,  and  the  Spaw  and  Bath  waters,  I  efcaped 

*  On  the  iith  of  No^jcmher,  1708,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
and  prince  Eugene  obliged  the  eleclor  of  Ba-jaria  to  raife  the 
liege  of  BruJJ'els, 

f  This  gentleman  founded  three  profe/Torfliips  in  the  unlver- 
fity  of  Dublin,  viz.  theory  and  praclice  of  phyfic,  chirurgery  and 
nidwifery,  and  pharmacy  and  the  Materia  Medica. 

a  without 
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without  other  hardfliips,  than  keeping  at  home;  and" 
fo  much  for  private  aP/airs. 

As  to  the  public,  I  had  a  letter  from  my  lord  Pm- 
hroke^whQVc'm  he  told  me  the  firft  fruits  and  twentietb 
parts  were  granted  *,  and  that  my  lord  lieutenant 
will  brine  over  the  queen's  letter  for  them-  I  re- 
turned  him  my  thanks,  and  as  foon  as  the  order 
comes,  he  will  have  a  public  acknowledgement. 

I  have  feen  a  letter  f,  that  pafles  as  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  houfe,  &c,  I  think  your  judgment  con- 
cerning it  is  very  juft.  But  pray  by  Vv^hat  artifice 
did  you  contrive  to  pafs  for  a  whig?  As  I  am  an 
honeft  man,  I  courted  the  greateft  whigs  I  knev/, 
and  could  not  gain  the  reputation  of  being  counted 
one. 

But  you  need  not  be  concerned  ;  I  will  engage 

*  It  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  archbiiKops  and  bifliops  of: 
Ireland,  to  Dr.  Hartftonge,  biihop  of  Ojjbry,  and  Dr.  Lindfey^ 
bifhop  QiKillaloe,  inlerted  in  this  colleaion,  that  S^ift  was  en- 
gaged to  folicltthe  queen  to  exonerate  the  clergy  of  Ireland  frora 
paying  the  twentieth  parts  and  firft  fruits,  upon  which  his 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Uarley  began.  The  procefs  of  his  appli- 
cation may  be  traced  by  thele  letters,  and  he  at  length  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  the  queen,  which  is  dated  February  7,  1710. 
The  information,  that  the  grant  was  obtained  at  the  time  this 
letter  was  written,  1708,  though  from  lord  Pembroke^  was  pre- 
mature. 

t  *  In  the  third  volume  of  the  Oi5lavo  edition  of  Dr.  S^iviff^ 
works,  publiflied  by  Bathurfr  at  London^  in  1 754-,  is  a  letter  from 
a  member  of  the  houfe  cf  commons  in  Ireland,  to  a  me?nber  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  England,  concerning  the  facra?nental  tejly 
written  in  the  year .170 8,  and  repubiifhed  in  Ireland  in  1715. 

you 
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you  will  lore  nothing  by  that  paper.  I  wifii  feme 
fads  had  been  well  confidercd  before  vouched  r  if 
any  one  matter  in  it  prove  falfe,  what  do  you 
think  will  come  of  the  paper  ?  In  fhort,  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  man  to  hinder  it  from  a  warm 
entertainment. 

As  to  the  teft,  I  believe  that  matter  is  over  for 
this  feafon.  I  was  much  for  diff3lving  this  prefent 
parliament,  and  calling  a  new  one  this  fpring.  1  had 
a  pretty  good  account  of  the  future  eleftions,  which, 
as  far  as  my  acquaintance  reached,  were  fettled;  and 
I  was  fure,  that,  without  great  force  and  artifice,  the 
new  members  v/ould  never  have  repealed  the  teft; 
but  I  did  not  know  what  the  influence' of  a  lord 
lieutenant*  (when  well  acquainted  in  the  kingdom, 
and  who  knew  how  totakehismeafuresjuftly,)  might 
have  efFeiled,  and  we  know  very  well  what  force 
management  and  timing  matters  have;  and  there  is 
hardly  any  thmg  but  powerful  perfuafions,  terror, 
and  oftentation  of  interefl:  may  efFe6l,  efpecially  in 
popular  e!e6lions.  And  to  confefs  the  truth  to  you, 
I  zm  not  altogether  eafy  in  that  matter  yet,  efpe- 
cially if  things  take  any  new  turn  in  England,  It  is 
whifpered,  but  I  know  not  by  what  authority,  that 
the  queen  herfelf  was  at  the  bottom  of  what  pafled  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  with  you ;  and  that  the  mini- 
ftry  fcreened  her  in  that  affair,  for  reafons  that  may 
be  gueffed  at.  i 

I  am  wonderfully  pleafed  at  the  good  character 

*  *  Thomas  y  carl  of  If  7j  art  on,  had  been  appointed  to  that  poft 
on  the  2 ^thoi November,  1708.* 

you 


[    29  ] 

yon  give  Mr.  Addifon  If  he  be  the  man,  that  you 
reprefent  him  to  he,  (and  I  have  confidence, in  your 
judgment,)  he  will  be  able  to  ferve  his  lord  f  effedu- 
ally,  and  procure  himfelf  love  and  refpe£l  here.  I 
can't  fay  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  hirn  any  fer- 
vice;  but  my  good  wiflies  and  endeavours  fhall  not 
be  wanting* 

Mr.  Stoughton  preached  a  fermon  %  here  on  the  30th 
of  January^  king  Charles's  martyrdom,  that  gives 
great  offence;  the  government  heard  it,  but  I  was 
ill  at  home,  which  dean  Sterne  will  needs  have  a 
providence.  If  the  reprefentation  I  have  of  it  be  true, 
I  am  fure  I  fhould  have  fufpended  him,  if  it  had  coft 
me  both  my  reputation  and  intereft.  I  have  repre- 
fentcd  what  I  have  heard  of  it,  and  have  difcourfed 
my  lord  chancellor  |(  about  it,  and  told  him  of  what 
confequence  I  think  it  to  be,  both  to  him  and  us, 

*  S'lvifrs  frlcndfliip  for  AdJi/on  continued  inviolable  during 
the  adminiftratton  of  Oxford  and  Bollngbroke,  and  with  as  much 
kindnefs,  as  when  they  ufed  to  meet  at  lord  Halifax's,  or  lord 
So?nmers's, 

f  The  e^r]o£  mar  ton,  then  lord  lieutenant  of /r^^z;/^. 

J  [Dr.  Snxjift,  in  anfwerto  this  letter  dated  March  6,  1708-9, 
printed  in  his  works,  writes  thus  :    "  Mr,  Stoughton  is  recom- 

mended  for  a  chaplain  to  the  lord  lieutenant.  His  fermon  is 
"  much  recommehded  by  feveral  here.  He  is  a  prudent  perfon, 
**  and  knows  how  to  time  things  :  others  of  fomewhat  better  fi- 

gure  are  as  wife  as  he.  A  bold  opinion  is  a  fhort,  eafy  way  to 
"  merit,  and  very  neceilary  for  thofe,  who  have  no  other.'^  It 
appears  from  Boyer's  Political  State,  Vol.  H.  p.  639,  that  this 
fermon  had  been  preached  on  the  30th  of  January,  1705-6,  at 
Chrijl  Church,  Dublin-,  and  that  it  was  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman  Noue?nber  9,  1711.* 

1!  *  Sir  Richard  Cox. 

«  and 
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and  that  ItihouUl  not  pafs  without  cenfure,  I  have 
not  as  yet  feen  my  lord  primate.  Wife  men  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  extinguifii  fa£t*on  ;  and  fools 
and  elves  are  throwing  fire-brands.  Affure  your- 
felf  this  had  an  ill  eftedl  on  the  minds  of  mofthere; 
for  though  they  efpoufe  the  revolution,  they  heartily 
abhor  forty-one.  And  nothing  can  create  the  mi- 
niftrv  more  enemies,  and  be  a  greater  handle  for  ca- 
lumny, than  to  reprefent  them,  and  thofe  that 
efpoufed  them,  to  be  fuch,  as  murdered  Idut^Charles  I. 
and  fuch  are  all,  that  approve  or  excufe  it. 

As  to  our  own  afiairs,  I  wifti  you  could  have  come 
over  chaplain  as  I  propofed  ;  but  fince  a  more  power- 
ful intereft  interpofed,  I  believe  you  had  beft  ufe 
your  endeavours  there  ;  but  if  nothing  happens  before 
my  lord  lieutenant  comes  over,  you  had  beft  make 
us  a  vifit.  Had  you  been  here,  I  believe  fomething 
might  have  been  done  for  you  before  this.  The 
deanry  of  Down  is  fallen,  and  application  has  been 
made  for  it  to  my  lord  lieutenant,  but  it  yet  hangs, 
and  1  know  not  what  will  become  of  it:  but  if  you 
could  either  get  into  it,  or  get  a  good  man  with  a 
comfortable  benefice  removed  to  it,  it  might  make 
prefent  provifion  for  you.    I  have  many  things  more 
to  fay;  but  they  are  fo  much  of  a  piece  with  thefe 
1  have  writ  already,  that  you  may  guefs  at  them  all 
by  this  fample.    God  be  with  you  :  Amen, 

William  Dublin* 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIV. 
Mr.  Le  Clerc  a  Mr.  Addison*. 

A  Amfterdam,  le  12  de  Fevrier,  170^. 

J*E  m'etois  donne  I'honneur  de  vous  ecrire,  Mon- 
fieur,  des  le  commencement  de  cette  annee,  pour 
vous  prier  fur  tout  d'une  chofe,  qu'il  me  feroit  im- 
portant de  favoir  au  plutot.  Ccpendant  je  n'ai  re^u 
aucune  de  vos  nouvelles*  J'ai  apris  feulement,  que 
vous  quittiez  le  pofle,  oil  vous  etiez,  pour  aller  en 
Irlande  en  qualite  de  fecretaire  de  my  lord  PFharton. 
Je  m'en  rejouis  avec  vous,  dans  la  fuppofition,  que  ce 
dernier  emploi  vaut  mieux  que  le  precedent,  quoique 
^e  fente  bien,  que  je  perdrai  par  votre  eloignement. 
Je  ne  lafle,  pas  de  vous  fouhaiter  toute  forte  de  fatis- 
fa£lion  dans  votre  nouvel  emploi,  &  de  prier  Dieu, 
qu'il  vous  donne  un  heureux  fucces  en  tout  ce  que 
vous  entreprendres.  Je  vous  avois  prie,  Monfieur,  1 
de  m'envoyer  le  nom  propre  &  les  titres  de  my  lord 
Halifax^  h  de  lui  demander  meme,  fi  vous  le  trou- 
■viez  a  propos,  la  permiflion  de  lui  dedier  mon  T/V^- 
Live,  Comme  vous  m'aviez  marque  par  Mr.  Phi- 
lips^ que  vous  aviez  oublie  la  feuille,  qui  me  man- 
quoit  de  recueil  de  Mr.  Rymer^  je  vous  avois  mande, 
que  c'eft  la  feuille  10  T.  ou  les  4  pages,  qui  prece- 
dent immediatement  I'indice  des  noms,  dans  le  tome 
I.  Si  vous  Tavez  eue  depuis,  faites,  moi  la  grace  de 
I'envoyer  a  Meff".  Toutton  h  Stiiiguery  bien  envelop- 
pee,  &  de  mettre  mon  addreffe  au-deffus.    Je  fup- 

pofe, 

*  A  tranllation  of  the  French  letters  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  the  work. 
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pofe,  Monfieufj  que  cette  lettre  vous  trouvera  encore 
a  Londresy  parce  qu'on  dit,  que  my  lord  Wharton 
ne  partira  que  vers  le  mois  d'  AvriL  II  ne  fc  paffe 
rien  de  nouveau  ici  dans  la  republique  des  lettres, 
qui  merite  de  vous  etre  mande.  Les  Jefuites  de 
Paris  ont  condamne  en  termes  tres-fort,  les  fentimens 
du  P.  Hardouin^  &  Pont  contraint  de  les  retracler 
d'une  maniere  honteufe.  On  verra  quelle  en  fera  la 
fuite.  Je  voudrois  pouvoir  vous  etre  utile  ici  a 
quelque  chofe  :  vous  verriez  par  la,  Gombien  je  fuis, 
Monfieur,  votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeiflant  fer- 
viteur, 

J,  Le  Clerc, 

LETTER  XV. 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  March  12,  1708. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  tw^entieth  parts  and  firft- 
fruits  is  ftill  on  the  anvil.  We  are  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  her  majefty  defigns,  out  of  her  royal 
bounty,  to  make  a  grant  of  them  for  charitable  ufes, 
and  that  it  is  defigned  this  grant  fliould  come  over 
with  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant.  The  bi- 
fiiops  in  this  tov^^n  at  prefent  thought  it  reafonable 
to  apprife  his  excellency  of  the  affair,  and  to  addrefs 
him  for  his  favour  in  it,  vs^hich  accordingly  is  done 
by  this  poft.  We  have  fent  with  this  addrefs  the  re- 
prefentation  made  at  firft  to  her  majefty  about  it ; 
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the  reference  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  revenue 
here,  and  their  report,  together  with  the  memorial 
to  the  lord  Pembrske.  In  that  there  is  mention  of 
the  ftate  of  the  diocefe  of  Dublin^  as  a  fpecimen  of 
the  condition  of  the  clergy  of  Ireland^  by  which  it 
will  appear  how  much  we  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a  gift. 
This  we  could  not  well  fend  to  his  excellency,  be- 
caufe  it  is  very  long,  and  we  appreliend,  that  it 
might  be  improper  to  give  him  fo  much  trouble  at 
firft,  before  he  was  any  way  apprifed  of  the  matter; 
but  if  you  think,  that  his  excellency  may  judge  it 
agreeable,  that  itlhould  be  laid  before  him,  I  entreat 
the  favour  of  you  to  apply  to  my  lord  Pembroke  s 
fecretary,  with  v/hom  it  is,  for  the  original,  or  a 
copy  of  it,  and  prefent  it  to  my  lord  lieutenant, 
or  leave  it  with  his  fecretary.  I  have  engaged  for 
you  to  my  brethren j  that  you  will  be  at  this  trouble; 
and  there  is  a  memorial  to  this  purpofe,  at  the  foot 
of  the  copy  of  the  reprefentation  made  to  the  earl 
of  Pembroke^  tranfmitted  with  the  other  papers. 
What  charges  you  are  at  upon  this  account,  will  be 
anfwered  by  me. 

The  good  impreflion  you  have  given  me  of  Mr. 
Addifon^  my  lord  lieutenant's  fecretary,  has  encou- 
raged me  to  venture  a  letter  to  him  on  this  fubje(a, 
which  I  have  inclofed,  and  make  you  the  full  and 
fole  judge,  whether  it  ought  to  be  delivered.  I  can't 
be  competently  informed  by  any  here,  whether  it 
may  be  pertinent  or  no  ;  but  1  may  and  do  depend 
on  your  prudence  in  the  cafe,  who,  I  believe,  v;ill 
neither  omit  what  may  be  ufeful,  nor  fufFer  me  to  do 

Vol.  I.  D  an 
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an  ©£5cious  or  Improper  thing.  I  mix  no  other  mat- 
ter with  this,  befides  what  agrees  with  all  occafions, 
the  tender  of  the  hearty  prayers  and  wiflies  for  you,  of, 
fifj  your,  i^L\ 

Will.  Dublin, 

The  rcverfal  of  my  lord  Slaue's  *  outlawry  makes 
a  mighty  noifc  through  this  kingdom  :  for  aught  I 
can  remember,  the  deftroying  of  our  wollen  manu- 
fadory  did  not  caufe  fo  univerfal  a  confternation. 

LETTER  XVL 
Df.  Swift  to  the  lord  primate  of  Ireland f, 

MY  LORD,  London,  March  24,  1708-9. 

I  Am  commanded  by  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant to  fend  the  inclofed  to  your  grace,  in  anfwer 
to  a  letter  his  excellency  lately  received  from  your 
grace,  and  feveral  bifliops,  relating  to  the  firft-fruits 
of  Ireland.    This  will  fpare  your  grace  and  their 

*  Chrijlopher  Tlemitig^  baron  of  SlanCy  having  taking  up  arms 
for  \i\n^Ja7nes  in  1608  in  Ireland^  where  he  was  colonel  of  4 
regiment  of  foot,  afterwards  loft  his  eftate,  and  was  outlawed, 
till  queen  Anne  reverfed  his  attainder  j   upon  which  the  houfe  of 
commons  oilrelandy  on  the  3d  of  June^  1709,  unanimoufly  re- 
fclved,  that  an  addrefs  be  made  to  the  queen,      fetting  forth 
the  fatal  confequences  of  reverfmg  the  outlawries  of  per- 
fons  attainted  of  treafon  for  the  rebellions  in  164.1  and 
"  1688. Lord  Slafie  was  in  November ^  171 3?  created  by 
her  majefty  vifcount  Longford, 
■      Dr.  Narcijfiis  Marjh, 

.  lordfllips 
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lordOiIps  the.trouble  of  any  farther  account  from  me. 
I  fliall  therefore  only  add,  that  his  excellency  com- 
mands me  to  affure  your  grace  of  his  hearty  incli- 
nation in  Favour  of  the  church  of  Ireland  i  and  am, 
with  great  refpefl^  my  lord,  your  grace's  moft  duti- 
ful, and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

J.  Swift. 

LETTER  XVII. 
Mr,  Addison  to  Dr.  Swift  *. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublin,  April  22,  1709. 

I  Am  in  a  very  great  hurry  of  bufinefs,  but  cannot 
forbear  thanking  you  for  your  letter  at  Chejier^  which 
was  the  only  entertainment  I  met  with  in  that  place. 
I  hope  to  fee  you  very  fuddenly,  and  will  wait  on 
our  friend  the  bifhop  of  Clogher  \  2i%  {oon  as  I  can 
poffibly.  I  have  had  juft  time  to  tell  him,  en paffantj 
that  you  were  well.  I  long  to  fee  you,  and  am, 
dear  fir,  your  moft  faithful,  and  moft  obedient 
fervant, 

J.  Addison, 

We  arrived  yefterday  at  Dublin, 

*  Mr.  Aclii/G^  at  this  time  was  fecretary  to  the  earl  oiWhar^ 
tofZy  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 
t  Dr.  St,  George  Afie. 

D  2  LET- 


[   36  ] 


I 


LETTER  XVIII. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublin  Caftle,  June  25,  1709. 

A  M  heartily  glad  to  hear  you  are  fo  near  us.  If 
you  will  deliver  the  inclofed  to  the  captain  of  the 
IVolf^  I  dare  fay  he  will  accommodate  you  with  all 
in  his  power.  If  he  has  left  Chejier^  I  have  fent  you 
a  bill,  according  to  the  bifliop  of  Clogher's  defire,  of 
whom  I  have  a  thoufand  good  things  to  fay.  I  do 
not  afk  your  excufe  about  the  yacht,  becaufe  I  don't 
want  it,  as  you  fhall  hear  at  Dublin :  if  I  did,  I 
fliould  think  niyfelf  inexcufeable.  I  long  to  talk 
over  all  affairs  with  you,  and  am,  dear  fir,  yours  moft 
entirely, 

J.  Addison. 

P.  S.  The  yatch  willl  come  over  with  the  afts  of 
parliament  and  a  convoy  about  a  week  hence,  which 
opportunity  you  may  lay  hold  of,  if  you  do  not  like 
the  Wolf.    I  will  give  orders  accordingly. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XIX. 
-  Mr.  Addison  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,       Nine  o'clock,  Monday  morning*. 

I  Think  it  is  very  hard  I  fhould  be  in  the  fame  king- 
dom with  Dr.  Swift^  and  not  have  the  happinefs 
of  his  company  once  in  three  days.  Th^  bifhop  of 
Clogher  intends  to  call  on  you  this  morning,  as  will 
your  humble  fe.rvant  in  my  return  from  Chappel  Iz^ 
%ard^  whither  I  am  juft  now  going.  I  am  your  hum- 
ble feryant, 

J.  Addison. 

LETTER  XX. 
Earl  of  Halifax  f  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  06lober  6,  1709. 

O  UR  friend  Mr.  Addifon  telling  me  that  he  was 
to  write  to  you  to-night,  I  could  not  let  his  packet 
go  away  without  telling  you  how  much  I  am 
concerned  to  find  them  returned  without  you.  I  am 

*  This  letter  has  no  date :  but  It  muft  have  been  written 
foon  after  Dr.  S^ivift's  arrival  in  Duhliny  which  happened  on 
the  30th  of  Juney  1709.  He  fet  fail  from  Liverpool  ior  Ire- 
laud  on  the  29th  of  June,  and  landed  at  Ringfend  the  next  day  j 
and  on  the  8th  of  September  following,  Mr.  Addifon  leturned 
to  England  with  the  lord  lieutenant. 

t  Charles  y  Cxixl  of  Halifax:  he  was  auditor  of  the  exchequer. 

D  3  quite 
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quite  afliamed  for  myfelf  and  my  friends,  to  fee  you 
left  in  a  place  fo  incapable  of  tafiing  you  and  to  fee 
fo  much  merit,  and  fo  great  qualfties,  unrewarded 
by  thofe,  who  are  fenfible  of  them.  Mr.  JM/on  and 
I  are  entered  into  a  new  confederacy,  never  to  give 
over  the  purfuit,  nor  to  ceafe  reminding  thofe  who 
can  ferve  you,  till  your  worth  is  placed  in  that  light 
it  ought  to  /hine  *.  Dr.  South  holds  out  ftill  t,  but 
he  cannot  be  immortal.  The  fituation  of  his  pre- 
bend would  make  me  doubly  concerned  in  ferving 
you.  And  upon  all  occafions,  that  (hall  ofFer,  I 
will  be  your  conftant  folicitor,  your  fmcere  admirer, 
2nd  your  unalterable  friend.  I  am  your  moft  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 

H  A  X.  I  F  A  X. 

^  *  Dr.  S^zvifl  wrote  thus  on  the  back  of  the  letter,  Ikept  this 
letter  as  a  true  original  of  courtiers  and  court  fromifes:  and  in 
the  firft  leaf  of  alm^ll  printed  book,  intitled,  Poefies  Chreiiennes 
de  Morif,  Jcllluet,  he  wrote  thefe  words,  Given  me  by  my 
y  lord  Halifax,  May  3,  1709.    I  begged  it  of  him,  and  de- 

fired  hini  to  remember  it  was  the  only  fa^vour  I  ever  re- 

ceived  from  him  or  his  party.'* 

t  '  He  was  prebendary  of  Wejhmnfler  3  but  did  not  die 
July  8,  1 71 6.' 


LET 
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LETTER  XXI. 
Mr.  S  T  E  E  L  E  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Lord  Sunderland's  Office,  0£lober  S,  1709, 
DEAR  SIR, 

M  R,  fecretary  Jddlfon  went  this  morning  out  of 
town,  and  left  behind  him  an  agreeable  command 
for  me,  viz.  to  forward  the  inclofed,  which  lord 
Halifax  fent  him  for  you.  I  affure  you,  no  man  could 
fay  more  in  praife  of  another,  than  he  did  in  your 
behalf  at  that  noble  lord's  tabic  on  Wednefday  lafL 
I  doubt  not  but  you  will  find  by  the  inclofed  the 
effe£t  it  had  upon  him.  No  opportunity  is  omitted 
among  powerful  men,  to  upbraid  them  for  your  fiay 
in  Ireland,  The  company  that  day  at  dinner  were 
lord  Edward  Rujjel^  lord  EJJex^  Mr.  Maynmaring^ 
Mr.  Addifon^  and  myfelf.  I  have  heard  fuch  things 
faid  of  that  fame  bilhop  of  Clogher  with  you,  that  I 
have  often  faid  he  muft  be  entered  ad emdem  in  our 
houfe  of  lords.  Mr,  Phillips  *  dined  with  me  yefter-^ 
day;  he  is  ftill  a  fhepherd,  and  walks  very  loneJy 
through  this  unthinking  crowd  in  Lmdon.  I  won- 
der you  do  not  write  fometimes  to  me* 

*  Amhrofe  Phillips ^  the  author  of  the  DiJIreJfd  M^hr^  a 
tragedy,  and  fome  paftorals, 

D  4  Tfae 
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The  town  is  in  great  expe£lation  from  Bicker^ 
Jiaffe^\  what  paffed  at  the  deftionfor  his  firft  table 
being  to  be  publiflied  this  day  fevennight.  I  have  not 
feen  Ben  Tooke  f  a  great  while,  but  long  to  uflier 
you  and  yours  into  the  world.  Not  that  there  can 
be  any  thing  added  by  me  to  your  fame,  but  to 
walk  bare-headed  before  you.  I  am,  fir,  your  moft 
obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Rich ARD  Steele. 

LETTER  XXII. 
Mr.  ApDisoN  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  St.  James's  Place,  April  ii,  1710. 

I  Have  run  fo  much  in  debt  with  you,  that  I 
do  not  know  how  to  excufe  myfelf,  and  therefore 

*  Ifaac  Bickerfiaffe  v/as  the  name  aflumed  by  the  author  of 
the  Tatler  of  which  the  Dean  wrote  No.  66,  on  eloquence  and 
aaion,  and  the  numbers  67,  74  and  81,  on  the  chamber 
of  Fame,  in  which  were  to  be  three  tables  :  the  firft  to  contain 
twelve  perfons,  the  fecond  twenty,  and  the  third  one  hundred. 
The  eleftion  here  alluded  to  is  of  the  twelve  perfons  for  the 
firft  table,  public  notice  having  been  given  from  the  Grecian 
cofFee-houfe,  in  the  Tatler  of  the  29th  of  September  1709,  that 
on  Saturday  15th  of  OSiober  next,  the  author  would  fettle 
his  firft  table  of  Fame,  requefting  all,  that  had  competent  know- 
ledge^  to  fend  in  lifts  of  fuch  twelve  perfons  as  they  imagined  to 
be  qualified  for  that  pre-eminence.  The  twelve  felefted  by  the 
author  are,  Alexander,  Homer,  Julius  Ci^far,  Socrates,  Arijiotle, 
Virgil,  Cicero,  Hannibal,  Pompej,  Cato  of  Utica,  Augufius,  and 
Archimedes, 
f  The  book fellen 

(hall 


(hall  throw  myfelf  wholly  upon  your  good  nature; 
and  promife,  if  you  will  pardon  what  is  paffed,  to 
be  more  punctual  with  you  for  the  future.  I  hope 
to  have  the  happinefs  of  waiting  on  you  very  fuddenljr 
at  Dublin^  and  do  not  at  all  regret  the  leaving  of 
'England^  whilft  I  am  going  to  a  place,  where  I  fliall 
have  the  fatisfaftion  and  honour  of  Dr.  Swiff  ^  con- 
verfation.  I  ftiall  not  trouble  you  with  any  occur- 
rences here,  becaufe  I  hope  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
talking  over  all  affairs  with  you  very  fuddenly.  We 
hope  to  be  at  Holyhead  by  the  30th  inftant.  Lady 
Wharton  ftays  in  England.  I  fuppofe  you  know, 
that  I  obeyed  yours,  and  the  biftiop  of  Clogher's  com- 
mands, in  relation  to  Mr.  Smith ;  for  I  defired  Mr^ 
Dawfon  to  acquaint  you  with  it.  I  muft  beg  my  mofl: 
humble  duty  to  the  bifliop  of  Clogher.  I  heartily 
long  to  eat  a  difli  of  bacon  and  beans  in  the  beft  com- 
pany in  the  world.  Mr.  Steele  and  I  often  drink 
your  health. 

I  am  forced  to  give  myfelf  airs  of  apunftual  cor- 
refpondence  with  you,  in  difcourfe  with  your  friends 
at  St.  James's,  Coffee-Houfe,  who  are  always  alking 
me  queftions  about  you,  when  they  have  a  mind  to 
pay  their  court  to  me,  if  I  may  ufe  fo  magnificent 
a  phrafe.  Pray,  Dear  Dodlor,  continue  your  friend- 
fhip  towards  me,  who  love  and  efteem  you,  if  pof- 
fiible,  as  much  as  you  deferve.  I  am  ever,  dear 
Sir,  yours  entirely, 

J,  Ad  D  I  SON* 
LET- 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne,  (with  a  proxy  for  his 
appearance  as  prebendary  of  Dunlaviriy  atthe  arch- 
bifliop's  vifitation.) 

^  Laracor,  April  17, 1710. 

Yo  U  have  put  me  under  a  neceffity  of  writing  you 
a  very  fcurvey  letter,  and  in  a  very  fcurvy  manner, 
it  is  the  want  of  horfes,  and  not  of  inclination,  that 
binders  me  from  attending  on  you  at  the  chapter. 
But  I  would  do  it  on  foot  to  fee  you  *  vifit  in  your 
own  right;  but  if  I  muft  be  vifited  by  proxy,  by  proxy 
I  will  appear.  The  ladies  of  St.  Mar/s  delivered 
me  your  commands;  but  Mrs.  John/on  had  dropped 
half  of  them  by  the  ftiaking  of  her  horfe.  1  have 
made  afliifr,  by  the  affiftance  of  two  civilians,  and 
a  book  of  precedents,  to  fend  you  the  jargon  annexed, 
with  a  blank  for  the  name  and  title  of  any  preben  ' 
dary,  who  will  have  the  charity  to  anfwer  for  me. 
Thofc  two  words,  gravi  incommodo^  are  to  be  tranf^ 
lated,  the  want  of  a  horfe.  In  a  few  days  I  expeft 
to  hear  the  two  ladies  lamenting  the  flefh-pots  of  Ke-- 
fj^an-Jfreet  1 .  I  advife  them,  fmce  they  have  given  up 
their  title  and  lodgings  of  St.  Mary\  to  buy  each  of 
them  a  palfry,  and  take  a  'fquire,  and  feek  adven- 
tures. I  am  here  quarrelling  with  thefrofty  weather 
for  fpoiling  my  poor  half  dozen  of  blofToms.  Spes 

*  lir.  tom>  was:  then  vicar-general  of  the  diocefe  of  DMw 
SdLC  was  to  vifit  the  dergy  in  the  abfence  of  the  archbi/hop^ 
X  The  deanry  honfe^ 
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mni  coUapfa  ru'it :  Whether  thefe  words  be  mine,  or 
Firgil's^  I  cannot  determine.  I  am  this  minute  very 
bufy,  being  to  preach  to-day  before  an  audience  of  at 
leaft  fifteen  people,  molt  of  them  gentle,  and  all 
fimple. 

I  can  fend  you  no  news ;  only  the  employment 
of  my  parifliioners  may,  for  memory-fake,  beredu- 
duced  under  thefe  heads  :  Mr.  Percival  is  ditching; 
Mrs.  Percival  in  her  kitchen ;  Mr,  WeJJey  fwitching; 
Mrs.  IVeJley  ftitching;  Sir  Arthur  Langford  riching, 
which  is  a  new  word  for  heaping  up  riches.  Well, 
Sir,  long  may  you  live  the  hofpitable  owner  of 
good  bits,  good  books,  and  good  buildings.  The 
bifhop  of  Clogher  would  envy  me  for  thofe  three  B's*. 
I  am  your  mofl:  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

J.  Swift. 

LETTER  XXIV. 
Sir  Andrew  Fountain  to  Dr.  Swift. 

June  27,  1710, 

-I  Neither  can  nor  will  have  patience  any  longer; 

and,  Swifts  you  are  a  confounded  fon  of  a  • 

May  your  half  acre  turn  to  a  bog,  and  may  your 
willows  perifc  ;  may  the  worms  eat  your  Plato^  and 
may  Parvifole  f  break  your  fnufF-box.  What !  be- 
caufe  there  is  never  a  bifhop  in  England  with  half  the 
wit  of  St,  George  AJhe^  nor  ever  a  fecretary  of  ftate 
with  a  quarter  of  Addifons  good  fenfe ;  therefore 

*  *  Hz,  bits,  books,  and  buildings -"^ 
f  Pr.  Snvi/Ts  tteward. 
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you  can't  write  to  thofe,  that  love  you,  as  well  as 
any  Clogher  or  Addifon  of  them  all.  You  have  loft 
your  reputation  here,  and  that  of  your  baftard,  the 
Trailer ^  is  going  too  ;  and  there  is  no  way  left  to  re- 
cover either,  but  your  writing.  Well !  'tis  no  matter; 
I'll  e'en  leave  London,  King/mill  is  dead,  and  you 
don't  write  to  me.  Adieu. 

J.  E  T  T  E  R  XXV. 

Mr  Addison  to  Dr  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublln-Caftle,  July  23,  1710. 

A  Bout  two  days  ago  I  received  the  inclofed, 
that  is  fealed  up,  and  yefterday  that  of  my  friend 
Steele^  which  requiring  a  fpeedy  anfwer,  I  have 
fent  you  exprefs.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  let  him 
know,  that  you  are  out  of  town,  and  that  he  may 
expe£t  your  anfwer  by  the  next  poft.  I  fancy  he 
had  my  lord  Halifax's  authority  for  writing.  I  hope 
this  will  bring  you  to  town.  For  your  amufement 
by  the  way,  I  have  fent  you  fome  of  this  day's  news; 
to  which  I  muft  add,  that  Drs.  Byjfe  *  and  Robin- 
Jon  t  are  likely  to  be  the  bifliops  of  BriJIol  and  St. 
David's:  that  our  politicians  are  ftartled  at  the 
breaking  ofFthe  negociations,  and  fall  of  flocks  ;  in- 

*  *  Philip y  firft  made  bi/liop  of  St.Da-viJ's,  ardthen  of  Here- 
fordJ* 

t  '  John  :  he  was  confecrated  bifliop  of  Brijlol,  November  19, 
1710,  and  tranflated  tp  the  fee  of  LofjJon  in  March  1713-I4..' 

fomuch 
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fomuch  that  it  is  thought  they  will  not  venture  at 
diflblving  the  parliament  in  fuch  a  crifis.  I  am  ever, 
dear  Sir,  yours  entirely. 

J.  Addison, 

Mr,  Steele  defires  me  to  feal  yours  before  I  deliver 
it ;  but  this  you  will  excufe  in  one,  who  wifties  yott 
as  well  as  he,  or  any  body  living  can  do. 

LETTER  XXVI. 

Irish  Bishops  to  the bifliops  ofOssoRY  and 

Kill  ALOE. 

Dublin,  Aug.  31,  1710, 
OUR  VERY  GOOD  LORDS, 

Wnereas  feveral  applications  have  been  made 
to  her  majefty  about  the  firft  fruits  and  twentieth 
parts,  payable  to  her  majefty  by  the  clergy  of  this 
kingdom,  befeeching  her  majefty,  that  ftie  vrould  be 
graciouHy  pleafed  to  extend  her  bounty  to  the  clergy 
here,  in  fuch  manner,  as  the  convocation  have  hum- 
bly laid  before  her  majefty,  or  as  her  majefty  fhalJ, 
in  her  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  think  fit ;  and  the  faid 
applications  lie  ftill  before  her  majefty  ;  and  we  do 
hope,  from  her  royal  bounty,  a  favourable  an- 
fwer. 

We  do  therefore  intreat  your  lordfhips,  to  take 
upon  you  the  folicitation  of  that  afFair,  and  to  ufe 
fuch  proper  methods  and  applications,  as  you  in 
your  prudence  ftiall  judge  moft  like  to  be  effeaual. 
We  have  likewife  defired  the  bearer,  Dr.  Swift,  to 

concern 
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concern  himfelf  with  you,  being  perfuaded  of  hh 
<^iligence  and  good  afFeftion :  and  we  defire,  if 
lordfliips  occafions  require  your  leaving  London 
before  you  haye  brought  the  bufinefs  to  efFea,  that 
you  would  leave  with  him  the  papers  relating  to  it, 
with  your  direftions  for  his  management  in  it,  if  you 
think  it  advifeable  fo  to  do.  We  are  your  lordfliips 
mofl:  humble  fervants  and  brethren, 

Narcissus  Armagh. 

Will.  D  UELINIENSIS. 

f  W.  Cassel. 

W.  Me  ATH. 

W".  K17.DARE. 

William  Killala. 

To  the  Right  Rev.  fathers  in  God,  John  lord  bi- 
fhop  of  OJory^  and  Thomas  lord  bifhop  of  Klllaloe. 

LETTER  XXVII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley*. 

Chefter,  Sept.  2, 17 10. 

Jo  E  will  give  an  account  of  me  till  I  got  into  the 
boat,  after  which  the  roo;ues  made  a  new  bargain, 
and  forced  me  to  give  them  two  crowns,  and  talked 
513  if  we  fliould  not  be  able  to  overtake  any  ftiip; 
but  in  half  an  hour  we  got  to  the  yatch,  for  the  ftiips 
lay  by  to  wait  for  my  lord  lieutenant's  fl:eward. 

*Mrs.  Dingley  was  a  relation  William  Temple,  who 

accompanied  Mrs.  Johnfon  to  Ireland,  when  fhe  went  thither  by 
Siviff^  invitation,  about  the  year  1701. 

We 
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We  made  our  voyage  in  fifteen  hours  juft.  Laft  night 
I  came  to  this  town,  and  fhall  leave  it,  I  believe,  on: 
Monday:  the  firft  man  I  met  in  Che/ier  vfzs  Dr.  Ray^ 
mond  *.  He  and  Mrs.  Raymond  were  here  about  levy- 
ing a  jfine,  in  order  to  have  power  to  fell  their  eftate- 
I  got  a  fall  off  my  horfe,  riding  here  from  Park-gate 
but  no  hurt ;  the  horfe  underftanding  falls  very  well, 
and  lying  quietly  till  I  got  up.  My  duty  to  the  hi- 
ftiop  of  Clogher  t.  I  ^^iw  him  returning  from  Dun- 
laryi  but  he  faw  not  me.  I  take  it  ill  he  was  not 
at  convocation,  and  that  I  have  not  his  name  to 
my  powers.  I  beg  you  will  hold  your  refolution  of 
going  to  Tr/'/w,  and  riding  there  as  much  as  you  can. 
Let  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  remind  the  bifliop  of  /{//- 
lala  to  fend  me  a  letter,  with  one  inclofed  to  the  bi- 
fliop of  Litchfield  Let  all,  who  write  to  me,  in- 
clofe  to  Richard  Steele^  Efq;  at  his  office  at  the 
Cockpit y  near  Whitehall.  My  lord  Mount] oy  is  now  in 
the  humour,  that  we  fliould  begin  our  journey  this 
afternoon,  fo  that  I  have  ftole  here  again  to  finifli 
this  letter,  which  muft  be  fhort  or  long  accordingly. 
I  write  this  poft  to  Mrs  Wejley^  and  will  tell  her, 
that  I  have  taken  care  (he  may  have  her  bill  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  whenever  ftie  pleafes  to 
fend  for  it;  and  in  that  cafe  I  defire  you  will  fend  it 
her  inclofed  and  fealed.  God  almighty  blefs  you, 
and  for  God's  fake  be  merry  and  get  your  health.  I 


*  Vicar  of  Triw. 

f  «  Dr.  Bt,  George  AJke: 

%  ^  Dr.  Jahn  UQiigh: 


am 
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am  perfeflly  refolved  to  return  as  foon  as  I  have  done 
my  commiffion,  whether  it  fucceeds  or  no.  I  never 
went  to  England  with  fo  little  defire  in  my  life.  If 
Mrs.  Curry  makes  any  difficulty  about  the  lodgings, 
I  will  quit  them. 

The  poft  is  juft  come  from  London^  and  juft  going 
out,  fo  I  have  only  time  to  pray  to  God  to  blefs 
you,  Csf^. 

LETTER  XXVIIL 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REVEREND  SIR,        Dublin,  Sept.  iS.  1710. 

I  Received  yours,  by  the  laft  pacquets,  of 
September  the  9th  ;  and  becaufe  you  have  miffed  the 
two  bifliops,  I  fend  you,  with  this,  the  papers  relating 
to  the  firft  fruits  and  twentieth  parts.  I  fend  them 
in  two  bundles,  being  two  big  for  one  letter.  The 
biOiops,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  bifliop  of 
OJfory^  have  not  made  any  ftep  fmce  I  left  London. 
1  will  endeavour  to  get  you  a  letter  from  the  bifliops 
to  folicit  that  affair.  In  the  mean  time,  open  the 
ktter  to  the  two  bifliops,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  occa- 
fion  fliall  ferve.  The  fcheme  I  had  laid  for  them 
is  croffed  by  my  lord  treafurer's  *  being  out;  though, 
perhaps  that  would  not  have  done  ;  but  her  majefty's 
promife  I  depended  on,  and  I  had  engaged  the  arch^ 
bifliop  of  York  in  it.    When  he  comes  to  London^  I 
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will  give  you  a  letter  to  him.  I  can  likewife  find 
means,  I  believe,  to  poflefs  my  lord  Shrewsbury  and 
Mr.  Harley^  with  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  afFair. 
I  am  not  courtier  enough  to  knov^  the  propernefs  of 
the  thing  ;  but  I  had  once  an  imagination  to  attempt 
her  majefty  herfelf  by  a  letter,  modeftly  putting  her 
in  mind  of  the  matter ;  and  no  time  fo  proper,  as 
when  there  is  no  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland^  which 
perhaps  may  be  foon  ;  but  this  needs  advice. 

There  are  great  men  here  as  much  out  of  humour, 
as  you  defcribe  your  great  vifttee  *  to  have  been ; 
nor  does  the  good  news  from  Spain  \  clear  them. 
I  believe,  however,  they  are  glad  at  it,  though  ano- 
ther would  have  ferved  their  occafions  as  well. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  other  fecret  in  all  this  af- 
fair, but  to  get  whigs  out  of  all  thefe  places  of  pro- 
fit and  truft,  and  to  get  others  in  them.  As  for 
peace,  it  muft  be  on  no  other  terms  than  the  prelimi- 
naries ;  and  you'll  find  a  tory  parliament  will  give 
money  as  freely,  and  be  as  eager  to  profecute  the 
war,  as  the  whigs  were,  or  they  are  not  the  wife 
men  I  take  them  to  be.  If  they  do  fo,  and  take  care 
to  have  the  money  well  difpofed  of  when  given,  they 
will  break  the  king  of  Francis  heart,  and  the  whigs 

*  '  Probably  the  earl  of  Godolphin^  who  was,  perhaps,  much 
vifited  by  his  friends  and  party,  after  the  refignation  of  his  ftaff 
of  lord  treafurer.* 

•f-  *  Probably  of  the  battle  near  Saragoza^  in  which  king 
Charles  of  Spai7z  gained  a  compleat  vi61:ory  over  his  competitor 
king  Philips  on  the  of  loth  Auguflijio,' 


Vol.  I, 


E 


together, 


f  50  J 

together,  and  pleafe  the  nation  *.  There's  an  ugly 
accident,  that  happens  here  in  relation  to  our  twen- 
tieth parts  and  firft  fruits:  at  Midjummer^  1709^ 
there  was  ready  money  in  the  treafury,  and  good  fol- 
vent  debts  to  the  queen,  to  the  value  of  70000/.  Nov/ 
I  am  told,  by  the  laft  week's  abftra£i:,  there  is  only 
223/.  in  the  treafury,  and  the  army  unpaid,  at  leaft 
uncleared  for  a  year  ;  and  all  others,  except  pen- 
ftoners,  in  the  fame  condition.  Now  the  great  mo- 
tive to  prevail  with  her  majefty  to  give  the  clergy  the 
bounty  peti  tioned  for,  was  theclearnefs  of  the  reve- 
nue here ;  but  if  that  be  anticipated,  perhaps  it  may 
make  an  objedlion.  I  will  add  no  more,  but  my 
prayers  for  you.    I  am, 

Will.  Dub l  i n, 

LETTER  XXIX. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  26,  1710. 

O  N  E  would  think  this  an  admirable  place  from 
whence  to  fill  a  letter ;  yet  vvhen  I  come  to  examine 
particulars,  I  find  they  either  confift  of  news,  which 
you  hear  as  foon  by  the  public  papers,  or  of  perfons 
and  things,  to  which  you  are  a  ftranger,  and  are  the 
wifer  and  happier  for  being  fo.  Here  have  beea 
great  men  every  day  refigning  their  places  ;  a  refig- 
nation  as  fincere,  as  that  of  an  ufurer  on  his  death- 

*  This  opinion  of  fo  great  and  good  a  man  as  Dr.  Khig  de- 
ferves  particular  attention, 

bed. 
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bed.  Here  are  fome,  that  fear  being  whipt,  becaufe 
they  have  broken  their  rod  ;  and  fome  that  may  be 
called  to  account,  becaufe  they  could  not  call  one 
tip.  There  are  now  not  much  above  a  dozen  great 
employments  to  be  difpofed  of,  vjrhich,  according  to 
Cur  computation,  may  be  done  in  as  many  days. 
Patrick^  affures  me,  his  acquaintance  are  all  very 
well  fatisfied  with  thefe  changes,  which  I  take  for  no 
ill  fymptorti ;  and  it  is  certain  the  queen  has  never- 
appeared  fo  eafy  or  fo  chearful.  I  found  my  lord 
Godolphin  the  worft  diflembler  of  any  of  them,  that 
I  have  talked  to;  and  no  wonder,  fince  his  lofs  and 
danger  are  greater,  befidcs  the  addition  of  age  and 
complexion.  My  lord  lieutenant  f  is  gone  to  the 
country,  to  buftle  about  eleftions.  He  i5  not  yet 
removed  ;  becaufe  they  fay  it  will  be  requifite  to  fu- 
perfede  him  by  a  fucceffor,  which  the  queen  has  not 
fixed  on ;  nor  is  it  agreed  whether  the  duke  of  Shreivf- 
bury  or  Ormond%  ftand  faireft.  I  fpeak  only  for  this 
morning,  becaufe  reports  ufually  change  every 
twenty-four  hours.  Mean  time  the  pamphlets  and 
half  flieets  grow  fo  upon  our  hands,  it  will  very  well 
employ  a  man  every  day  from  morning  till  night  to 
read  them ;  and  fo  out  of  perfeft  defpair  I  never  read 
any  at  all.  The  whigs,  like  an  army  beat  three  quar- 
ters out  of  the  field,  begin  to  fkirmifh  but  faintly; 
anddeferters  daily  come  over.  We  are  amazed  to  find 

*  Dr.  Sivlffs  fervant. 
t  '  Earl  of  Wharton: 

X  The  duke  of  Oma/?^ was  appointed  lord  lieutenant,  OBob^r 
26,  1710, 
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our  miftakes,  and  how  it  was  poffible  to  fee  fo  much 
merit  where  there  was  none,  and  to  overlook  it  where 
there  was  fo  much.  When  a  great  minifter  has  loft 
his  place,  immediately  virtue,  honour,  and  wit  fly 
over  to  his  fucceflbr,  with  the  other  enfigns  of  his 
office.  Since  I  left  off  writing,  I  received  a  letter 
from  my  lord  archbifliop  of  Dublin^  or  rather  two 
letters,  upon  thefe  memorials.  I  think  immediate- 
ly to  begin  my  foliciting,  though  they  are  not  very 
perfe£l;  for  I  would  be  glad  to  know,  whether  my 
lord  archbifliop  would  have  the  fame  method  taken 
here,  that  has  been  done  in  England^  to  fettle  it  by 
parliament:  but,  however,  that  will  be  time  enough 
thought  of  this  good  while. 

I  muft  here  tell  you,  that  the  dean  of  St,  PairicFs 
lives  better  than  any  man  of  quality  I  know^  yet 
this  day  I  dined  with  the  comptroller  *,  who  tells 
me,  he  drinks  the  queen's  wine  to-day.  I  faw  col- 
leftor  Sterne  f,  who  defired  me  to  prefent  his  fervice 
to  you,  and  to  tell  you  he  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you,  but  not  about  bufinefs;  by  which,  I  told 
him,  I  guefled  he  was  putting  you  off  about  fome- 
thing  you  defired. 

I  would  much  rather  be  now  in  Ireland  drinking^ 
your  good  wine,  and  looking  over,  while  you  loft  a 
crown  at  penny  ombre.  I  am  weary  of  the  carefles 
of  great  men  out  of  place.  The  comptroller  *  ex- 
pects every  day  the  queen's  commands  to  break  his 

*  Sir  John  Holland,  Bart. 

f  Enoch  Sterne,  Efq;  collc6lor  of  Wickloiv,  and  clerk  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  in  Ireland, 

ftafF. 
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ftafF.    He  is  the  laft  great  houfiiould  officer  they  in-  • 
tend  to  turn  out.    My  lord  lieutenant  is  yet  in,  be- 
caufe  they  cannot  agree  about  his  fucceffor.    I  am 
your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  Swift. 

LETTER  XXX. 

A  Memorial  of  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t  to  Mr.  H  A  R  l  e  y, 

about  the  Firft-fruits. 

061.  7,  1710. 

T  N  Ireland^  hardly  one  parlfti  in  ten  hath  any  glebe, 
and  the  reft  very  fmall  and  fcattered,  except  a  very 
few  ;  and  thefe  have  feldom  any  houfes. 

There  are  in  proportion  more  impropriations  In 
Ireland  than  in  England^  which,  added  to  the  pover- 
ty of  the  country,  make  the  livings  of  very  fmall  and  ' 
uncertain  value,  fo  that  five  or  fix  are  often  joined 
to  make  a  revenue  of  50/.  per  annum :  but  thefe  have 
feldom  above  one  church  in  repair,  the  reft  being 
deftroyed  by  frequent  wars,  i^c. 

The  clergy,  for  want  of  glebes,  are  forced,  in 
their  own  or  neighbouring  parifb,  to  take  farms  to 
live  on  at  rack  rents. 

The  queen  having  fome  years  fince  remitted  the 
firft-fruits  to  the  clergy  of  England^  the  biftiop  of 
Cloyne^  being  then  in  London^  did  petition  her  ma- 
jefty  for  the  fame  favour  in  behalf  of  the  clergy  of 
Ireland^  and  received  a  gracious  anfwer.  But  this 
alfair,  for  want  of  foliciting,  was  not  brought  to  an 
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ifTue  during  the  governments  of  the  duke  d{  Ormond 
and  earl  of  Pembroke. 

Upon  the  earlof /^Wi^w's  fucceedlng,  Dr.  Svjift 
(who  had  folicited  this  matter  in  the  preceding  go- 
vernment) was  defired  by  the  biftiops  of  Ireland  to 
apply  to  his  excellency,  who  thought  fit  to  receive 
the  motion  as  wholly  new,  and  what  he  could  not 
confider  till  he  were  fixed  in  the  government,  and 
till  the  fame  application  were  made  to  hini.  as  had 
been  to  his  predecefTors,  Accordingly  an  addrcfs 
was  delivered  to  his  lordftiip,  with  a  petition  to  the 
queen,  and  a  memorial  annexed  from  both  houfes 
of  convocation ;  but  a  difpute  happening  in  the  lower 
houfe,  wherein  his  chaplain  was  concerned,  and 
which  was  reprefented  by  the  faid  chaplain  as  an  af- 
front defigned  to  his  excellency,  who  was  pleafed  to 
underfland  and  report  it  fo  to  the  court,  the  convo- 
cation was  fuddenly  prorogued,  and  all  farther 
thoughts  about  the  firfl-fruits  let  fall  as  defperate. 

The  fubjedt  of  the  petition  was  to  defire,  that  the 
twentieth  parts  might  be  remitted  to  the  clergy,  and 
the  firfl-fruits  made  a  fund  for  purchafing  glebes 
and  impropriations,  and  rebuilding  of  churches. 

The  twentiethtparts  are  twelve  pence  in  the  pound, 
paid  annually  out  of  all  ecclefiaflical  benefices,  as 
they  were  valued  at  the  reformation,  They  amount 
to  about  500/.  per  amum\  but  of  little  or  no  value 
to  the  queen,  after  the  officers  and  other  charges  are 
paid,  though  of  much  trouble  and  vexation  to  the 
clergy. 

The  firft-fruits  paid  by  incumbents  upon  their  pro- 
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motion  amount  to  450/.  per  annim\  fo  that  her  ma- 
j^ffy,  in  remi  tting  about  1000/.  per  annum  to  the 
clergy,  will  really  lofe  not  above  500/. 

Upon  Auguji  31,  1710,  the  two  houfes  of  convo- 
cation being  met  to  be  f^irther  prorogued,  the  arch- 
bifhops  and  bifliops,  conceiving  there  v^as  nov^r  a 
favourable  jun£lure  to  refume  their  applications^  did, 
in  their  private  capacities,  fign  a  power  to  the  faid  Dr. 
Sw'ifty  to  folicit  the  remitting  the  firft-fruits  and 
twentieth  parts. 

But  there  is  a  greater  burden  than  this,  and  al- 
moft  intolerable,  upon  feveral  of  the  clergy  in  Ire-, 
land\  the  eafing  of* which,  the  clergy  only  looked, 
on  as  a  thing  to  be  wiflied,  without  making  part  of 
their  petition. 

The  queen  is  impropriator  of  feveral  pariflies,  and 
the  incumbent  pays  her  half-yearly  a  rent,  generally 
to  the  third  part  of  the  real  value  of  the  living,, 
and  fometimes  half.    Some  of  thefe  pariflies,  by  the . 
increafe  of  graziers,  are  feized  on  by  the  crown,  and. 
cannot  pay  the  referved  rent.  The  value  of  all  thefe 
impropriations  are  about  2000/.  per  annum  to  her 
majefly. 

If  the  queen  would  gracioufly  pleafe  to  beftow 
likewife  thefe  impropriations  to  the  church,  part  to 
be  remitted  to  the  incumbent,  where  the  rent  is 
large,  and  the  living  fmall,  and  the  reft  to  be  laid  out 
in  levying  glebes  and  impropriations,  and  building 
of  churches,  it  would  be  a  moft  pious  and  feafonable 
bounty. 

The  utmoft  value  of  the  twentieth-parts,  firft- 
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fruits,  and  crown-rents,  is  3000/.  per  annum,  of 
which  about  500/.  per  annum  is  funk  among  officers  j 
fo  that  hermajefty,  by  this  great  benefadion,  would 
iole  about  250c/.  per  annum. 

LETTER  XXXI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Archbilhop  King. 
MY  LORD,  c>!\ 

1  Had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of  Sep. 
temher  16,  but  I  was  in  no  pain  to  acknowledge  it; 
nor  ftall  be  at  any  other  time,  till  I  have  fomething 
that  I  thmk  worth  troubling  you,  becaufe  I  know 
how  much  an  infignificant  letter  is  worfe  than  none 
at  all.    I  had  likewife  the  memorial,  ^c.  in  another 
pacquet;  and  1  beg  your  grace  to  inclofe  whatever 
pacquet  you  fend  me  in  a  paper  direded  to  Mr  Steele 
and  not  for  me  at  Mr.  SteeUs.    I  fliould  have  been 
glad  the  bifhops  had  been  here;  though  I  take  bifhops 
to  be  the  worft  folicitors  in  the  world,  except  for 
themfelves.    They  cannot  give  themfelves  the  little 
trouble  of  attendance  that  other  men  are  content  to 
fwallow,  elfe  l  am  fure  their  twolordlhips  might  have 
fucceeded  cafier  than  men  of  my  level  are  likely  to 
do.  • 

As  foon  as  I  received  the  pacquet  from  your  grace, 
I  went  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Harley.  I  had  prepared 
him  by  another  hand,  where  he  was  very  intimate, 
and  got  myfelfreprefented  (which  I  mightjuftly  do) 
as  one  extremely  ill  ufed  by  the  iaft  miniltry,  after 
fome  obligations,  becaufe  I  refufed  to  go  certain 

lengths 


f   57  ] 


lengths  they  would  have  had  me.  This  happened 
to  be,  in  fome  fort,  Mr.  Harley^  own  cafe.  He  had 
heard  very  often  of  me,  and  received  me  vi^ith  the 
greateft  marks  of  kindnefs  and  efteem,  as  I  was  whit- 
pered  he  v^ould,  and  the  more  upon  the  ill  ufage  I 
had  met  with.  I  fat  with  him  two  hours  among  com- 
pany, and  two  hours  we  were  alone,  where  I  told 
him  my  bufmefs,  and  gave  him  the  hillory  of  it, 
which  he  heard  as  I  could  wifli,  and  declared  he 
would  do  his  utmoft  to  efFe£l:  it.  I  told  him  the  dif- 
ficulties we  met  with  by  lord  lieutenants  and  their 
fecretaries,  who  would  not  fuffer  others  to  folicit,  and 
negledled  it  themfelves.  He  fell  in  with  me  entirely, 
and  faid,  neither  they  nor  himfelf  fliould  have  the 
merit  of  it,  but  the  queen,  to  whom  he  would  jQiew 
my  memorial  with  the  firft  opportunity,  in  order,  if 
pofTible,  to  have  it  done  in  this  inter-regmm.  I  faid, 
the  honour  and  merit,  next  to  the  queen,  would  be 
his;  that  it  was  a  great  encouragement  to  the  bifliops 
that  he  was  in  the  treafury,  whom  they  knew  to  be 
the  chief  advifer  of  the  queen  tograntthe  fame  favour 
in  England^  that  confequently  the  honour  and  merit 
were  nothing  to  him,  who  had  done  fo  much  greater 
things  ;  and  that,  for  my  part,  I  thought  he  was 
obliged  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland^  for  giving  him  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  the  pleafure  he  took  in 
doing  good  to  the  church.  He  took  my  compliments 
extremely  well,  and  renewed  his  promifes.  Your 
grace  will  pleafe  to  know,  that,  befides  the  firfl-fruits, 
I  told  him  of  the  crown-rents,  and  fhewed  the  nature 
and  value  of  them;  but  faid,  my  opinion  was,  that 
the  convocation  had  not  mentioned  them  in  their  pe- 
3  *     %  .    —  tition 
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€1  tion  to  the  queen,  delivered  to  lord  TVhartonmi\i  th^ 
addrefs,  becaufe  they  thoughtthe  times  would  not  then* 
bear  it ;  but  th^t  I  looked  on  myfelf  to  have  a  di*fcre- 
tionary  power  to  foHcIt'it  in  fo  favourable  a  junflureV 
I  had  two  membrials  ready  of  my  own  drawing  up,^ 
asihort  as  polTible,  fhewing  thd  nature  of  the  thing;' 
and  how  long  it  had  been  depending,  C5fir.  Ohe 
of  thefe  memorials  had  a  paragraph  at  the  end  re- 
lating to  the  crown-rents ;  t'other  had  noriel  In: 
cafe  he  had  received  the  motion  of  the  croWn-rents, 
I  would  have  given  him  the  laft;  but  I  gave  him  the 
other,  which  he  immediately  read,  and  promifed  to 
fecond  both  with  his  beft  offices  to  the  queen.  As  I 
have  placed  that  paragraph  of  the  crown-rents  in  my 
memorial,  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  poffibly  do 
good.    However,  I  beg  your  grace  to  fay  nothing  of 
it;  but,  if  it  dies,  let  it  die  in  filence,  and  we  muft 
take  up  with  what  can  be  got.    I  forgot  to  tell  your 
grace,  that  when  I  faid  I  was  empowered,  i^fc.  he 
defired  to  fee  my  powers  ;  and  then  I  heartily  wiflied 
them  more  ample  than  they  were;  and  I  have  lince 
wondered  what  fcruple  a  number  of  bifhops  could 
have,  to  empower  a  clergyman  to  do  the  church  and 
them  a  fervice,  without  any  imagination  of  intereft 
for  himfelf.    Mr.  Harley  has  invited  me  to  dine 
with  him  to-day  ;  but  I  fliall  not  put  him  upon  this 
difcourfe  fo  foon.  If  he  begins  it  himfelf,  I  lhall  add 
it  at  the  bottom  of  this.    He  fays,  Mr.  fecretary  St. 
John  defires  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  and  that  he 
will  bring  us  together.    That  may  be  a  further  help, 
though  I  told  him  I  had  no  thoughts  of  applying  to 
'4rty  but  himfelf,  wherein  he  differed  from  me,  and 
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defired  I  would  fpeak  to  others,  If  it  were  but  for 
form;  and  feemed  to  mean^.  as  if  he  would  avoid  the 
envy  of  being  thought  to  do  fuch  athingalone.  But 
an  old  courtier,  with  whom  I  confulted  (an  intimate 
friend)^  advifed  me  ftill  to  let  him  know,  I  relied 
whollv  upon  his  good  inclinations,  and  credit  with 
the  queen.  I  find  I  am  forced  to  fay  all  this  very 
confuffidlyy  juft  as  it  lies  in  my  memory  j  but  per- 
haps it  may  give  your  grace  a  truer  idea  how  matters 
^.re  th^u.  if  I       w^it     mor^  order. 

LETTER  XXXIK 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REVEREND  SIR,  Dublin,  oa.  16,  1710. 

I  Have  before  me  yours  of  the  4th  inftant,- 
which  I  received  two.pofts  ago.  It  was  very  grate- 
ful to  me,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  a  good  effect  as  to 
the  church  in  general,  and  be  of  ufe  to  you  in  parti- 
cular, which  I  heartily  wifli»  My  lord  primate  is 
out  of  town,  and  I  have  not  feen  him  fmce  I  received 
yours,  nor  do  fee  any  hafte  to  communicate  it  to 
him  y  but  in  due  time  there  will  be  no  need  to 
make  a  fecret  of  it.  I  durft  not  have  faid  any  thing 
of  it,  if  you  had  not  given  me  the  caution,  left  any 
accident  fhould  intervene,  to  which  all  matters  of 
this  nature  are  liable.  It  puts  a  man  out  of  counter 
nance  to  raife  expedations,  if  he  (hould  not  be  able 
to  fatisfy  them.  I  underftand  that  her  majefty  de- 
figned  this  fliould  be  her  own  adt  ;  but  the  good  in-, 
ftruments,  that  have  been  fubfervient,  ought  not  to 
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be  forgot  ;  and,  with  God  s  help,  I  will  do  my  en  - 
deavour that  they  (hall  not.  I  fliall  be  impatient  to 
fee  the  accomplifliment  of  this  charitable  work. 

We  are  here  in  as  great  a  ferment  about  chufing 
parliament  men,  ona  fuppofition  that  this  parliament 
will  be  diflblved  as  foon  as  yours  in  England,  And 
it  is  remarkable,  that  fuch  as  defign  to  betray  their 
country,  are  more  diligent  to  make  votes  than  thofe 
that  have  fome  faint  intentions  ta  ferve  it.  It  would 
prevent  a  great  deal  of  neediefs  charges  and  heats,  if 
we  certainly  knew  whether  we  fliould  have  anew  par- 
liament or  no. 

All  bufinefs  in  chancery,  and  in  truth  all  public 
bufmefs,  is  at  a  ftand,  by  the  indifpofition  of  my 
lord  chancellor.  I  would  tell  you,  that  I  am  en- 
gaged moft  unhapily  this  night  to  execute  this  fhort 
letter;  but  the  plain  truth,  I  think,  will  do  as  well; 
which  is,  that  I  have  no  more  to  fay  but  my  prayers 
foryouj  i^c. 

Will.  Dublin, 

LETTER  XXXIII. 

Power  from  the  Lord  Primate    and  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

S  I  R>  Odi,  24,  1710. 

We  diredled  a  letter  to  the  bifliops  of  OJJory  and 
Killaloe  laft  Augujl^  defiring  and  empowering  them 
to  folicit  the  affair  of  our  firft-fruits  and  twentieth 
parts  with  her  majefty,  which  has  depended  fo  long, 
Dotwithftanding  her  majefty's  good  inclinations,  and 

feveral 
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feveral  promlfes  of  the  chief  governors  here,  to  lay 
our  addrefles  before  her  majefty  in  the  heft  manner. 
We  were  then  apprehenfive,  that  thofe  bifliops 
might  return  from  England  before  the  bufmefs  could 
be  efFefted  ;  and  therefore  we  defired  them  to  con- 
cern you  in  it,  having  fo  good  afTurance  of  your  abi- 
lity, prudence,  and  fitnefs  to  profecute  fuch  a  matter. 
We  find,  the  bifliops  returned  before  you  cametoZr^«- 
don^  for  which  we  are  very  much  concerned  ;  and 
judging  this  the  moft  proper  time  to  profecute  it  with 
fuccefs,  we  intreatyou  to  take  the  full  mnagement 
of  it  in  your  hands,'  and  do  commit  the  cafe  of  fo-  ^ 
liciting  it  to  your  diligence  and  prudence;  defiring 
you  to  let  us  know  from  time  to  time  what  pro- 
grefs  is  made  in  it:  and,  if  anything  farther  be  ne- 
cefiary  on  our  part,  on  your  intimation  we  fliall  be 
ready  to  do  what  fiiall  be  judged  reafonable.  This, 
with  our  prayers  for  you,  and  the  good  fuccefs  of 
your  endeavours,  is  all  from,  fir,  your  aiFediionate 
humble  fervants  and  brothers. 

Narcissus  Armagh. 

Will.  Dublin. 

LETTER  XXXIV. 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REVEREND  SIR,         Dublin,  Nov.  2,  1710. 

The  declaration  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond 
to  be  our  lord  lieutenant,  has  flopped  our  further  let- 
ters of  recommendation  defigned  to  be  fent  to  you, 

becaufe 


becaufe  the  bifhops  were  unwilling  to  folicit  the  z,t^ 
fair  of  the  firft-fruits  and  twentieth  parts  by  any 
other  han<3.  I  gave  them  fome  account  how  far  you 
had  been  concerned  in  it  ;  and  they  ordered  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Seuthwdly  to  give  him  an  a<:count,  that  the 
papers  were  in  your  hands,  and  to  defire  you  to  wait 
on  him  with  them,  and  take  your  own  meafures  in 
folicit ing  the  affair.  I  am  not  to  conceal  from  you, 
that  fome  exprelTed  a  little  jealoufy  that  you  would 
iiot  be  acceptable  to  the  prefent  courtiers,  intimating 
that  you  were  under  the  reputation  of  being  a  favou- 
rite of  the  late  party  in  power  You  may  remem- 
ber I  afked  you  the  queftion  before  you  were  engaged 
in  this  affair,  knowing  of  what  moment  it  was  ; 
and  by  the  coldnefs  I  found  in  fome,  I  foon  perceived 
what  was  at  the  bottom.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  this 
conjun£lure  of  circumftance  will  oblige  you  to  exert 
yourfelf  with  more  vigour  ;  and  if  it  fhould  fuccecd, 
you  have  gained  your  point ;  whereas,  if  you  fliould 
fail,  it  would  caufe  no  reflexions,  that  having  been 
the  fate  of  fo  many  before  you. 

I  can  be  very  little  ufeful  to  you  at  this  diftance; 
but  if  you  forefee  any  thing,  Wherein  I  may  be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  bufinefs  or  yourfelf,  you  may  com- 
mand, lir,  yours,  &c. 

Will.  Dublin. 

*  Dr.  Sivift  recommended  himfelfto  Mr.  Marley^  to  whom 
he  applied  on  that  occafion,  by  getting  himfeif  reprefented  as 
a  perfon  who  had  been  extremely  ill  ufed  by  the  Lift  miniftry, 
becaufe  he  would  not  go  certain  lengths  which  they  would 
have  had  himj  this  being  in  Tome  fort  Mr.  Harlefs  own  cafe. 
See  his  letter  of  O^r?.  lo,  1710. 

LET. 
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J.  E  T  T  E  R  XXXV. 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f 

REVEREND  SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  30,  1710. 

I  Received  yours  of  the  23d,  by  the  laft  pac- 
quet.  I  vi^as  aware  of  what  you  obferved,  when 
the  letter  to  his  grace  was  figned  ;  but  it  was  before 
I  received  yours  of  the  4th  inftant,  wherein  you  tell 
me,  that  the  bufinefs  was  in  effect  done  ;  nor  could 
I  have  any  certain  profpc£l  that  it  would  be  done 
from  any  intimation  that  I  had  before  from  you.  You 
muft  know,  that  this  was  not  the  only  thing  difpleafed 
me  in  the  letter  ;  it  was  drawn  and  figned  by  fome 
before  I  faw  it,  I  looked  on  it  as  a  fnare  laid  in 
my  way  ;  nor  muft  you  wonder  that  fome  are  better 
at  making  their  court  than  ferving  the  church,  and 
can  flatter  much  better  than  vote  on  the  right  fide, 
Thofe,  that  hadrendered  themfelves  juftly  obnoxious 
by  deferting  his  grace's  *  friends  and  intereft  in  no- 
torious inftances,  think  they  have  falved  all  by  this 
early  application,  and  perhaps  it  may  prove  fo. 

But  if  the  matter  be  done,  affure  yourfelf  it  will  be 
known,  by  whom  and  what  means  it  was  effected. 

In  the  mean  time,  God  forbid  you  ftiould  think  of 
flacking  your  endeavours  to  bring  it  to  perfedtion.  I 
am  yet  under  an  obligation  not  to  fay  any  thing  of 
the  matter  from  your  letter ;  and  whilft  fo,  it  would 
be  hard  for  me  to  refufe  to  fign  fuch  a  letter  as  that 

*  '  The  duke  of  Or;;2ond,  who  was  declared  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland^  0<5.  19,  1710/ 

you 
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you  mention,  of  find  a  pretence  for  fo  doing  :  but 
when  the  bufinefs  is  done,  the  means  and  methods 
will  likewife  be  known,  and  every  body  have  their 
due  that  contributed  to  it. 

I  fliall  reckon  nothing  done  till  the  queen's  letter 
come  here.  You  may  remember  how  we  were  borne 
in  hand  in  my  lord  Pembroke's  time  *,  that  the  queen 
had  pafTed  the  grant,  which,  after  a  whole  year's 
expeftation  and  felicitation,  proved  only  a  mouth- 
ful of  moonfhine.  But,  if  it  fucceeds  better  now, 
we  muft  owe  it,  next  to  the  queen's  goodnefs  and 
bounty,  to.  the  great  care  of  the  great  man  to  whom 
you  have  applied,  and  to  your  management.  It  is 
feven  qr  eight  years  fince  we  firft  atempted  this  af- 
fair, and  it  pafled  through  feveral  hands  ;  yet  no 
progrefs  was  made  in  it,  which  was  certainly  due  to 
the  ill  methods  taken  to  put  it  forward  ;  which,  in 
truth,  inftead  of  promoting,  obftrudled  it.  At  the 
very  firft  motion,  it  was  promifed,  and  in  a  fair 
way  ;  but  the  bifliops  here,  out  of  their  abundant 
Reference  to  the  goverment,  made  the  fame  wrong 
ftep  they  would  have  done  now ;  and  we  could  never 
make  the  leaft  progrefs  fince  till  now,  and  I  pray 
God  we  have  not  put  it  back  again. 

You  muft  not  imagine,  that  it  is  out  of  any  difaf- 
feftion  to  you,  or  any  diftruft  of  your  ability  or  dili- 
gence, that  the  bifliops  here  were  fo  cold  in  their 
employing  you  :  but  they  reckoned  on  party;  and 
though  feveral  knew  what  you  were,  yet  they  ima- 
gined, and  fome  vouched,  that  you  were  looked  on 

*  See  letter  of  Feb,  lo,  1708,  and  tlie  note. 
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at  cbuft  as  engaged  on  the  other  fide  ;  and  you  can- 
hot  do  yourfelf  a  greater  fervice  than  to  bring  this 
to  a  good  iflue  to  their  fhame  and  conviction.  I 
heartily  recommend  you  and  your  bufinefs  to  God's 
care;    I  am,  is'c. 

Will.  Dublin. 


TP 


LETTER  XXXVI. 
Archbiflibp  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Dulin>  Dec.  6,  1710. 

His  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
the  20th  inftant,  which  came  not  to  my  hands  till 
Thurfday  laft,  by  teafon  of  winds,  that  kept  the  pac- 
quets  on  the  other  fide, 

I  find  the  matter  of  our  firft-frults,  l^c.  is  talked 
of  now.  I  reckon  onnothing  certain  till  her  majefty^s 
letter  comes  in  form :  and  quaere,  why  fhould  you  not 
come  and  bring  it  with  you?  It  would  make  you  a 
very  welcome  clergyman  to  Ireland^  and  be  the  beft 
means  to  fatisfy  mankind  how  it  was  obtained,  al- 
though I  think  it  will  be  out  of  difpute.  I  am  very 
well  apprifed  of  the  difpatch  you  gave  this  affair,  and 
well  pleafed,  that  I  judged  better  of  the  perfon  fit  to 
be  employed,  than  fome  of  my  bi*ethren.  But  now 
it  is  done,  as  I  hope  it  is  elFedtually,  they  will  af- 
fume  as  much  as  their  neighbours,  which  I  fhall  ne- 
ver contradict. 

Things  are  taking  a  new'  turn  here  as  well  as  with 
you ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  by  the  time  you  come 
here,  few  will  profefsthemfelves  whigs.  Thegreatefl 
,VoL.  I,  F  danger 
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danger  I  apprehend,  and  which  terrifies  me  more 
than  perhaps  you  will  be  able  to  imagine,  is  the  fury 
and  indifcretion  of  fome  of  our  own  people,  who  ne- 
ver had  any  merit,  but  by  embroiling  things;  they 
did,  and  I  am  afraid  will  yet  do  mifchief.  You  will 
foonhearofa  great  confpiracy  difcovered  in  the 
county  of  Wejlmeath.  I  was  ufed  to  fo  many  difco- 
veries  of  plots  in  the  latter  end  of  king  Charles's  time, 
and  the  beginning  oiYmgJamesh^  that  I  am  notfur- 
prifed  at  this  difcovery.  I  muft  not  fay  any  thing 
of  it,  till  all  the  witnefles  be  examined  :  fo  many  as 
have  depofed  are  not  decifive.  The  defign  of  it  is  to 
Ihew  all  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  to  be  a  pack  of  def- 
perate  whigs,  ready  to  rife  up  in  arms  againft  her 
rnajefty  for  the  old  miniftry,  afibciating  to  that  pur- 
pofe.  Whether  it  be  for  the  intereft  of  Ireland  to 
have  this  believed  you  may  judge;  and  fure  there 
muft  be  good  evidence  to  make  any  reafonable  man 
believe  it.  Mr.  Higgins  *  has  drawn  up  the  narra- 
tive, and  fent  it  to  England^  and  will  pawn  all  he  is 
worth  to  make  it  good.  I  heartily  recommend  you 
to  God's  favour,  and  am,  l^c. 

Will.  Duel  in.  f 

*  '  Francis  Higgins,  M.  A.  an  Irijh  clergyman,  extremely 
vehement  againft  the  whig  party.' 

f  The  archbifhop,  in  another  letter,  gives  this  fliort  account 
of  the  plot:  That  four  or  five  gentlemen  of  fmall  fortunes  are 
faid  to  have  figned  an  afTociatioii  to  fight  up  to  the  knees  in  blood 
againft  the  new  miniftry.  The  difcoverer  is  one  Langton,  who 
fwore  to  it :  he  was  a  converted  prieft.  Several  of  the  gentlemen 
were  his  pariftiioners.  Mv.Meares,  Mv.  Jones,  Mx.  Shoarn, 
znd  C2ipt,  Ne^J^ead,  are  in  the  number.  This  informer  was  a 
fervant  of  Mr.  Mears's,  who  told  him,  that  Capt.  New/lead's 
fon  brough  the  paper  or  parchment  containing  this  aflbciation 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 
Mr,  Secretary  St.  J  o  h  n  *  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Sunday,  paft  twelve,  Jan.  7,  1710. 

Here  are  few  things  I  would  be  more  induftri- 
ous  to  bring  about  than  opportunities  of  feeing 
jou.  Since  you  was  here  in  the  morning,  I  have 
found  means  of  putting  off  the  engagement  I  was 
junder  for  to-morrow;  fo  that  I  expecSl  you  to  dine 
with  me  at  three  o'clock.  I  fend  you  this  early 
notice,  to  prevent  you  from  any  other  appointment. 
I  am  ever.  Rev.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

H.  St.  John. 

LETTER  XXXVIII. 
Dr.  S  wiFT  to  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John. 

T ^  Jan.  7. 1710. 

Hough  I  ftiould  not  value  fuch  ufage  from  a 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  a  great  minifter;  yet  when  I 
confider  the  perfon  it  comes  from,  I  can  endure  it  no 
longer.    I  would  have  you  to  know,  fir,  that  if  the 

as  he  believes ;  for  he  neither  faw  it  nor  heard  it  read.  The  fer- 
vant  being  examined  denies  he  ever  faw  any  fuch  paper,  or  knows 
any  thing  of  it,  or  ever  told  Mr.  Langton  any  fuch  thing.  This, 
with  fome  feditious  words  fpoken  by  fome  of  thole  gentlemen  at 
dinner  in  their  cups,  or  converfation,  fo  far  as  I  can  remember, 
is  the  fum  of  the  evidence  for  the  plot.  A  commifTion  of  oyer 
terminer  went  down  to  the  country  to  find  bills  againft  the  gen- 
tlemen J  but  the  grand  jury  would  not  find  the  bills  upon'^that 
evidence. 

*  Then  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fouthern  provinces. 

F  2  queen 
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queen  gave  youa  dukedom  and  the  garter  to-morrow, 
with  the  treafury  juft  at  the  end  of  them,  I  would  re- 
gard you  no  more  than  if  you  were  not  worth  a  groat. 
I  could  almoft  refolve,  in  fpite,  not  to  find  fault 
with  my  victuals,  or  be  quarrelfome  to-morrow  at 
your  table :  But  if  I  do  not  take  the  firft  opportunity 
to  let  all  the  world  know  fome  qualities  in  you,  that 
you  take  moft  care  to  hide,  may  my  right  hand  for- 
gets its  cunning.  After  which  threatning,  believe 
me,  if  you  pleafe,  to  be  with  the  greateft  refpeft, 
fir,  your  moft  obedient,  iff  c* 

LETTER  XXXIX. 
Archbiftiop  King  to  Dr.  S  w'  i  f  t. 

REVEREND  SIR,  Dublin,  Jan.  9.  1710. 

I  Received  yours  of  December  the  30th  by  the  lafl: 
pacquets  :  it  found  me  in  the  extremity  of  the  gout, 
which  is  the  more  cruel,  becaufe  I  have  not  had 
a  fit  of  it  for  two  years  and  a  half.  I  ftrain  myfelf 
to  give  you  an  anfwer  to-night,  apprehending  that 
as  both  my  feet  and  knees  are  already  affected,  my 
hands  may  perhaps  be  fo  by  the  next  poft ;  and 
than,  perhaps  I  might  not  be  able  to  anfwer  you 
in  a  month,  which  might  lofe  me  fome  part  of  the 
praife  you  give  me  as  a  good  correfpondent. 

As  to  my  lord  primate,  he  is  much  better  fince 
he  was  put  into  the  government  y  and  I  reckon  his 
life  may  be  longer  than  mine  ;  but,  with  God's  help, 
hereafter  I  will  fay  more  on  this  fubjeft. 

As  to  what  is  reported  of  Mr.  Siaiihopes  obftinacy 

'I  demur,  till  fatisfied  how  far  the  kindnefs  to  him, 

as  a  jT)^ina«:cr*  influences  the  report. 

^  ^  We 
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We  have  received  an  anfwer  from  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Ormond to  our  letter.  It  is  in  a  very  authen- 
tic and  folemn  form,  that  his  grace  will  take  a  proper 
ti?ne  to  lay  our  reqiieji  before  her  majefiy^  and  know  her 
pleafure  onit.  By  which  I  conclude  two  things  ;  firft, 
that  his  grace  is  not  informed  of  any  grant  her  ma- 
jefty  has  made ;  for  if  he  had,  he  would  have  ap- 
plied immediately,  and  fent  it ;  and  then  it  would 
have  pafled  fpr  his,  and  he  would  have  had  the  me- 
rit of  it.  Secondly,  that  his  grace  is  in  no  hafte 
about  it.  And  therefore  let  me  befeech  you  to  folicit 
andprefs  it,  and  get  the  letter  dated,  as  when  firft  it 
was  promifed  ;  but  I  confefs  I  have  ftill  fome  fcru- 
pie  in  my  mind  about  it. 

I  acknov/ledge  you  have  not  been  treated  with 
due  regard  in  Ireland^  for  which  there  is  a  plain  rea-^ 
fon,  pragravat  aries  infra  fe  pofitas^  &c.  I  am  glad 
you  meet  with  more  due  returns  where  you  are ;  and 
as  this  is  the  time  to  make  fome  ufe  of  your  intereft 
for  yourfelf,  do  not  forget  it. 

We  have  publiflied  here  a  charader  of  the  earl  of 
Wlmrion*^  late  lord  lieutenant  of /r^W.  Ihavefo 
much  charity  and  juftice  as  to  condemn  all  fuch  pro- 
ceedings. If  a  governor  behave  himfelf  ill,  let  him 
be  complaineiJ  of  and  punifhed  ;  but  to  wound  any 
man  thus  in  the  dark  *  *  *  *  to  them  before  the 
funds  are  found  and  agreed  on.  When  this  is  over, 
they  ipay  do  what  they  pleafe ;  and  fare  it  will  pleafc 
them  to  fee  the  crow  ftripped  of  her  rappareed  fea- 
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'  One  by  Dr.  Snvlft,  dated  at  London,  Au^uft  30,  1710 
is  printed  in  his  works,  voJ.  XIII.  firlt  publiflied  in  1763.  ' 

3  thers. 


thers.  We  begin  to  be  in  pain  for  the  duke  of  MarU 
borough. 

I  hear  an  anfwer  is  printing  to  the  earl  of  Wloar^ 
toris  charader.  Pray  was  their  ever  fuch  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  the  prefs  as  at  this  time  ?  Will  the  parliament 
not  think  of  curbing  it  ?  I  heartily  reccommend 
you,  K^c. 

Will  Dublin* 

# 

L  E  T  T  E  R  XL. 

Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

June.  13,  1710. 

JVTy  gout  gives  me  leave  yet  to  anfwer  yours  of  the 
4th  inftant,  which  was  very  acceptable  to  me;  be- 
caufe  I  find  by  it  fome  farther  fteps  are  made  in  our 
bufmefs.  I  believe  it  will  take  up  fome  time  and 
thoughts  to  frame  a  warrant,  and  much  more  a  pa- 
tent for  fuch  an  affair.  Except  your  lawyers  there  be 
of  another  humour  than  ours  here,  they  will  not 
write  a  line  without  their  fees ;  and  therefore  I  fhould 
think  it  neceflary  fome  fund  fhould  be  thought  of  to 
fee  them.  If  you  think  this  motion  pertinent,  I  can 
think  of  no  other  way  at  prefent  to  anfwer  it,  than, 
if  you  think  it  neceflary, .  to  allow  you  to  draw  upon 
me;  and  my  bill  to  this  purpofe,  lefs  than  an  100/. 
fhall  be  punftually  anfwered.  I  write  thus,  becaufe 
I  have  no  notion  how  fuch  a  thing  fliould  pafs  the 
offices  without  fome  money;  and  I  have  an  entire 
confidence  in  you,  that  you  wiH  lay  out  no  more 
than  what  is  neceflary. 
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I  think  your  minillers  perfedlly  right  to  avoid  all 
enquiry,  and  every  thing  that  would  embroil  them. 

To  appeal  to  the  mob,  that  can  neither  enquire 
nor  judge,  is  a  proceeding,  that,  I  think,  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  mankind  ftiould  condemn.  Perhaps  he 
may  deferve  this  ufage  5  but  a  good  man  may  fall 
under  the  fame. 

We  expeft  a  new  parliament,  and  many  change^ 
but  I  believe  fome  we  hear  of  will  not  be. 

Your  obfervation  of  the  two  fentences  is  juft* 
You  will  pardon  this  disjointed  letter.  I  believe 
my  refpe£ts  are  better  than  the  expreffions  here.  I 
am^  l^c, 

W.  Dublin. 

LETTER  XLI. 
Mr.  Nelson  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Afli-Wednefday, 

REVEREND  SIR,  •  Feb.  22,  1710-11. 

I  Beg  leave  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  infcription, 
which  you  are  to  prepare  for  the  earl  of  Berkeley's  mo- 
nument. My  lady  dowager  has  determined  to  have 
it  in  Latin ;  fo  that  I  hope  you  want  no  farther  direc- 
tions towards  the  finifliing  of  it.  The  workman  calls 
upon  me  for  it,  which  is  the  reafon  of  this  trouble 
given  you,  by  Rev.  fir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Robert  Nelson. 


F  4  '  On 
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Gn  the  back  of  this  letter  is  the  following  infcrip; 
tion  in  the  hand-writing  of  Dr,  $wift : 

H.    S.  E. 

Carolus  comes  de  Berkeley^  vicecomes  de  Durejly^ 
baro  Berkeley  de  caftro     Berkeley^  dominus  Mouhray^ 
Segrave^^  et  Bruce 'y  dominus  locum  tenes  comitatus 
Glocejlria-,  civitatis  G'^r£/?r/^  fenefchallus ;  guardia- 
nus  de  forefta  de  Dean  5  cuftos  rotulorum  comitatus 
de  Surrey:,  et  reginae  Jnna  a  fecretioribus  confiliis. 
Ob  fidem  fpeftatam,  linguarum  peritiam  et  pruden- 
tiam,  arege  G^///V//;25  III.  legatus  et  plenipotentiarius 
ad  ordines  Fcederati  Belgii  per  quinque  annos  arduis 
reipublicae  negotiis  feliciter  invigilavit.    Ob  quse 
merita  ab  eodem  rege  (vivente  adhuc  patre)  in  mag- 
natum  numerum  adfcriptus    et  confiliarius  a  fe- 
cretis  fadus ;  et  ad  Hiberniam  fecundus  inter  tres  fum- 
mos  jufticiarios  miflus  ;  denique  legatus  extraordina- 
rius  defignatus  ad  Turcarum  imperium:  et  poftea, 
regnante  Jnna^  ad  Ccefarem  ablegatus :  qu^  munia, 
ingravefcente  valetudine  et  fenedute,  obire  nequiit, 

Natus  Londinl^  1640. 
Obiit,  1710, 
iEtatis  62, 

LETTER  XLII. 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr  S  w  i  F  T, 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  March  17,  1710-n; 

I  Return  you  thanks  fqr  yours  of  the  8th  inftant. 
I  do  not  wonder,  that  you  were  in  fome  confu- 
fion  when  you  wrote  it  \  for  I  aflure  you  I  read  it 

with 
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with  great  horror,  which  fuch  a  hd:  is  apt  to  create 
in  every  body,  that  is  not  hardened  in  wickednefs. 
I  received  feveral  other  letters  with  narratives  of  the 
fame,  and  feen  fome,  that  came  to  other  hands;  but 
none  fo  particular,  or  that  could  be  fo  well  depended 
upon.    I  obferve,  that,  among  them  all,  there  is  no 
account  of  the  matters  laid  to  Gutfcard's  charge,  of 
his  defign,  or  how  he  came  to  be  difcovered.  I  fup^ 
pofe  thofe  are  yet  fecrets,  as  it  is  fit  they  fliould  be. 
I  do  remember  fomething  of  this  Guifcard^  and  that 
he  was  to  head  an  invafion;  and  that  he  publifhed  a 
very  foolifli  narrative  *;  butneitherrememberexadlly 
the  time,  or  under  what  minifter  it  was,  or  who  were 
his  patrons.  It  feems  convenient,  that  thefe  fliould  be 
known,  becaufe  it  is  reported,  that  Mr,  jK^r/^^  and 
Mr.  St.  John  were  thofe,  who  chiefly  countenanced 
him,  and  he  their  peculiar  favourite  f.    One  would 
think  this  fliould  convince  the  world,  that  Mr.  Harley  ' 
is  not  in  the  French  interefl,  but  it  has  not  yet  had 
that  efFe<a  with  all :  nay,  fome  whifper  the  cafe  of  Fe^ 
nim  Rufus^  and  Scevinus  in  the  15th  book  of  Tacitus ^ 
accenfis  indkihus  ad  prodendum  Fenium  Rufum^  quern 
eundem  confcium  et  inquifttcrem  non  tolerabant.  Mr^ 

*  '  The  Marquis  de  Guifcard's  Memoirs  were  publifhed  with 
a  dedication  to  queen  Anne,  dated  at  the  Hague,  May  10,  1705.* 
t  See  an  account  of  Guifcard  in  the  Examiner,  No.  xxxii. 
May  i^,  1711,  and  a  note,  Vol.  VIII.  of  sedition  of 

S^ift  in  1755.  Ke  was  a  frenchman,  and  employed  by  the 
whig  miniftry,  in  the  beginning  of  the  queen's  reign,  and  com- 
manded an  unfuccefsful  expedition  againilFr<3«r^.  He  afterwards 
endeavoured  to  make  his  peace  at  home,  by  a^ing  here  as  a  fpy, 
and  was  dete<5led. 

St. 
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Si,  "John  is  condemned  for  wounding  Gulfcard\  and 
had  he  killed  him,  there  would  not  have  wanted  fome 
to  fuggeft,  that  it  was  done  on  purpofe,  left  he  fliould 
tell  tales. 

We  had  a  flrange  piece  of  news  by  laft  pacquet, 
that  the  addrefs  to  her  majefty  met  with  but  a  cold 
reception  from  one  party  in  the  houfe  of  commons; 
and  fhat  all  the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  of  that 
party,  went  out  when  it  pafled  in  the  lords  houfe. 
But  I  make  it  a  rule,  never  to  believe  party  news, 
except  I  have  it  immediately  from  a  fure  hand, 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have  heard  fomething  of  our 
firft-fruits  and  twentieth  parts ;  but  I  doubt  that 
matter  fleeps,  and  that  h  will  be  hard  to  awaken 
it. 

You  will  expe<S  no  news  from  home.  We  eat  and 
drink  as  we  ufed  to  do.  The  parties  are  tolerably 
fdent,  but  thofe  for  the  late  miniftry  feem  to  be 
united,  keep  much  together,  and  are  fo  wife  as  not 
to  make  much  noife;  nor  have  I  heard  any  thing  of 
their  fentiments  of  late,  only  what  has  happened  on 
this  accident.  I  heartily  recommend  you  to  God's 
care.   I  am,  ^c. 

Will.  Dublin. 


LET 


[  75  3 


LETTER  XLIII. 
Lord  Peterborow  to  Dr.  Swift. 

For  the  Rev,  Dr.  Swift,  Bifliop  of,  or  Dean 

of,  ^c* 

SIR,  Vienvia,  April  i8,  1711. 

J  Have  often  with  pleafure  refledted  upon  the  glo- 
rious poffibilities  of  the  Englijh  conftitution ;  but 
I  muft  apply  to  politics  a  French  expreffion,  appro- 
priated by  them  to  beauty  :  there  is  a  je  ne  feat 
quoi  amongft  us,  which  makes  us  troublefome  with 
our  learning,  difagreable  with  our  wit,  poor  with 
our  wealth,  and  infignificant  with  our  power. 

I  could  never  defpife  any  body  for  what  they  have 
not,  and  am  only  provoked,  when  they  make  not 
the  right  ufe  of  what  they  have.  This  is  the  greateft 
mortification  to  know  the  advantages  we  have  by  art 
and  nature,  and  fee  them  difappointed  by  felf-con- 
ceit  and  fadlion.  What  patience  could  bear  the  dif- 
appointment  of  a  good  fcheme  by  the  05ioher  club? 

I  have  with  great  uneafinefs  received  imperfeft  ac- 
counts of  difagreement  amongft  ourfelves.  The  party 
we  have  to  ftruggle  with,  has  ftrength  enough  to  re- 
quire our  united  endeavours.  We  fliould  not  attack 
their  firm  body  like  Hujfars.  Let  the  viftory  be  fe- 
cure  before  we  quarrel  for  the  fpoils  ;  let  it  be  con- 
fidered  whether  their  yoke  were  eafy,  or  their  burden 
light.  What !  muft  there  ever  be  in  St,  Stepheti^ 
chapel,  a  majority  either  of  knaves  or  fools? 

But 
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But  ferloufly  I  have  long  apprehended  the  effeds 
cf  that  univerfal  corruption,  which  has  been  im- 
proved w^ith  fo  much  care,  and  has  fo  fitted  us  for 
the  tyranny  defigned,  that  we  are  grovi^n,  I  fear,  in- 
fenfible  of  flavery,  and  almoft  unworthy  of  liberty. 

The  gentlemen,  who  give  you  no  other  fatisfadlion 
in  politics  than  the  appearances  of  eafe  and  mirth, 
I  wifli  I  could  partake  with  them  in  their  good  hu- 
mour ;  but  Tokay  itfelf  has  no  effcd:  upon  me  while 
1  fee  affairs  fo  unfettled  ^  facStion  fo  ftrong,  and  ere-  - 
dit  fo  weak  ;  and  all  fervices  abroad  under  the  trueft 
diiEculties  by  paft  mifcariages,  and  prefent  want  of 
money;  but  we  are  told  her^,  that  in  the  midft  of 
vidory,  orders  are  given  to  found  a  parly,  I  will  not 
fay  a  retreat.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  the  ghurchmen, 
there  is  not  in  *  *  *  * 

I  have  rid  the  refty  horfe  you  fay  they  gave  me,  in 
ploughed  lands,  till  1  have  made  him  tame.  I  wifli 
they  manage  the  dull  jades  as  well  at  home,  and 
get  them  forwards  either  with  whip  or  fpur.  I  de- 
pend much  upon  the  three  you  mention  ;  if  they  rc- 
memder  me  with  kindnefs,  I  am  theirs,  by  the  two 
ftrongeft  ties,  I  love  them,  and  hate  their  enemies. 

Yet  you  feem  to  wifli  me  other  work.  It  is  time 
the  fiatefmen  employ  me  in  my  own  trade,  not  theirs. 
If  they  have  nothing  elfe  for  me  to  fubduc,  let  me 
command  againft  that  rank  whiggifli  puppet-fliew. 
Thofe  junto  pigmies,  if  not  deftroyed,  will  grow 
up  to  giants.  Tell  St,  John  he  muft  find  me  work 
in  the  old  world  or  the  new. 

I  find  Mr.  Harley  forgets  to  make  mention  of  the 
moft  important  part  of  my  letter  to  him;  which  wa$t 

to 
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to  kt  him  know,  that  I  expe£led  immediately  fot  om 
Dr.  Swift,  z  lean  bifhoprick,  or  a  fat  deanry.  If 
you  happen  to  meet  that  gentleman  at  dinner,  tell 
him,  that  he  has  a  friend  out  of  the  way  of  doing  hi«i 
good,  but  that  he  would  if  he  eould,  whofe  name  is 

Peterborow% 

LETTER  XLIV. 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  April  19,  1 7117 

I  Had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  loth  inftant, 
by  which  I  underftand  how  much  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  juftice  you  did  me  as  to  the  report,  you 
let  me  know,  was  about  to  be  printed  in  the  Poft-boy 
relating  to  Mr.  Harley. 

I  think  there  is  no  man  in  this  kingdom,  on  which 
fuch  a  report  could  be  fixed  with  lefs  colour  of  truth^ 
having  been  noted  for  the  particular  regard  I  have 
always  had  for  him.  I  have  fulFered  in  fome  cafes 
too,  for  my  zeal  to  defend  him  in  the  worft  of  times  % 
for  I  confefs  I  never  could,  with  patience,  bear  the 
treatment  he  met  with  in  Gregg's  affair**  The 

*  V/ilRam  Gregg  was  an  under- clerk  to  Mr.  fecretary  "Harley 
in  1708,  and  was  dete6led  in  a  treafonable  correfpondence. 
When  he  was  indi6led,  he  pleaded  guilty  ;  which  gave  occa- 
fion  to  Mr.  Harley'' %  enemies  to  infinuate,  that  he  was  privy  to 
Gregg"?,  praftices,  and  had,  by  aflurances  of  pardon,  prevaikd 
upon  him  to  plead  guilty,  in  order  to  prevent  the  examination 
ot  witncfTes.  When  Gregg  was  at  length  executed,  he  left  a 
paper  behind  him,  in  which  Mr.  Harley  was  fully  and  parti- 
cularly juftified, 

truth 


/ 
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truth  1S5  when  I  received  the  news  of  this  laft  bar- 
barous attempt  made  on  him  ;  I  with  indignation  in- 
fulted  fome,  with  whom  I  ufed  to  difpute  about  the 
former  cafe,  and  afked  them,  whether  they  would 
now  fufpcft  that  he  was  in  the  confpiracy  to  ftab 
himfelf  ?  The  turn  they  gave  it  was  what  I  wrote 
to  you,  that  they  imagined  he  might  be  in  it  not- 
withftanding  that ;  and  that  his  difcovering  Guifcard^ 
and  preffing  fohard  on  the  examination,  was  the  thing 
that  provoked  the  man  to  fuch  a  degree  of  rage,  as 
appeared  in  that  villainous  act.  And  they  inftanced 
the  ftory  of  Pifo  in  Tacitus^  and  the  palTagc  of  Ru- 
fus.  I  know  very  well,  that  they  did  not  believe 
themfelves,  and  amongft  other  things  I  applied  that 
paffage  of  Hudibi^as^  he,  that  beat  out  his  brains, 
tJc.  *  I  believe  I  have  told  this  paffage  to  feveral 
as  an  example,  to  fhew  into  what  abfurdities  the 
power  of  prejudice,  malice,  and  fadion  will  lead 
fome  men,  I  hope  with  good  effe6l ;  and  added,  as 
feveral  gentlemen  that  heard  me  can  witnefs,  that  it 
was  a  ftrange  thing,  that  Mr.  Harley  {houXA  difco- 
ver  Greggy  and  have  him  hanged,  and  yet  be  fufpedied 
to  be  partaker  of  his  crime  ;  but  altogether  unac- 
countable, that  in  a  caufe,  wherein  his  life  was  fo 
barbaroufly  ftruck  at,  it  was  a  thoufand  to  one  if  he 
efcaped,  he  fliould  ftili  be  under  the  fufpicion  of 
being  a  party  with  his  murtherer ;  fo  that  I  could 
never  imagine,  that  any  one  ftiould  report,  that  I 
fpoke  my  own  fenfe  in  a  matter  wherein  I  expreffed 

*  But  he  that  hangs,  or  beats  out's  brains. 
The  devirs  in  him  if  he  feions, 

+  fa 
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fo  great  an  abhorence,  both  of  thefaifl,  and  the  vile 
comment  made  upon  it. 

As  to  any  fpeech  at  the  meeting  of  the  clergy,  or 
any  reprimand  given  me  by  any  perfon  on  this  ac- 
count, it  is  all,  afliire  yourfelf,  pure  invention. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  favour  you  did  me,  in  prevent- 
ing the  publifhing  of  fuch  a  falfe  report,  and  am  moft 
thankful  to  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John  for  flopping  it. 
I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  known  to  him,  other- 
wife  I  would  give  him  the  trouble  of  a  particular  ac- 
knowledgement. As  to  Mr.  Harley^  T  have  had  the 
happinefs  to  have  fome  knowledge  of  him,  and  re- 
ceived fome  obligations  from  him,  particularly  on 
the  account  of  my  aft  of  parliament,  that  I  obtained 
for  the  reftitution  of  Seaiown  to  the  fee  of  Dublin. 
I  always  had  a  great  honour  for  him,  and  expefled 
great  good  from  his  known  abilities,  and  zeal  for 
the  common  intereft  ;  and,  as  I  believe  he  was  the 
principal  inftrument  of  fettling  things  on  the  prefent 
foot;  fo  I  believe  every  one,  that  wifhed  well  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  is  fatisfied,  that  there  is  not  any  man, 
whofe  death  would  be  a  greater  lofs  to  the  public 
than  his.  The  management  of  this  parliament  has, 
if  not  reconciled  his  worft  enemies  to  him,  at  leaft 
filenced  them;  and  it  is  generally  believed,  that  his 
misfortune  has  much  retarded  public  aifairs, 

I  partly  can  guefs  who  writ  the  letter  you  men- 
tion :  it  muft  be  one  of  tvv'o  or  three,  whofe  bufinefs 
it  is  to  invent  a  lye,  and  throw  dirt,  ever  fince  I 
was  obliged  by  my  duty  to  call  them  to  account 
for  their  negligence  and  ill  pradices:  they  have  pub- 
liflied  and  difperfed  feveral  libellous  prints  againfl: 

mea 
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riie,  in  one  of  which  I  marked  forty- three  downright 
falfehoods  in  matters  of  fa£l.  in  another,  it  is  true, 
there  was  only  one  fuch  ;  the  whole  and  every  part 
of  it,  from  beginning  to  end  being  pure  invention 
andfalfliood.  But,  to  my  comfort,  they  are  defpifed 
by  all  good  men ;  and  I  like  myfelf  nothing  lefs 
for  being  theobje£l  of  their  hate.  You  will  excufe 
this  long  letter,  and  I  hope  I  may,  by  nextj  apprife 
you  with  fomething  of  confequence*  In  the  mean 
time,  I  heartily  recommend  you,  (^c, 

WiLt.  DtJBLIN. 

I  held  my  vifitation  on  the  9th  inftant,  where  you 
Were  excufed,  as  abfent  on  the  public  bufmefs  of 
the  church  *i 

LETTER  XLV. 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr,  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  May  15,  1711. 

I  Had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  loth  inftant,  by 
the  laft  pacquets,  and  cannot  return  you  fufEcient 
acknowledgement  for  your  kind  and  prudent  ma- 
nagement of  that  afFair  fo  much  to  my  advantage. 
I  confefs  that  I  did  not  much  fear  that  fuch  a  vile 
report  would  do  me  any  great  injury  with  Mr, Harley^ 
for  I  was  perfuaded  he  was  too  wife  to  believe  fuch 
an  incredible  ftory.  But  the  publiftiing  it  to  the 
world  might  have  influenced  fome  to  my  difadvan- 

*  Dr.  S^i/t  had  then  two  livings  in  Ireland,  Lar^cor  and 
kathbeggin,  both  in  the  dicccfc  of  Meaihi 

3  '  tage ; 


[  8i  ] 

tage  ;  and  no  man  can  be  well  pleafed  to  be  the 
fubjed  of  a  libeU  though  it  often  happens  to  be  the 
fate  of  honeft  men. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  hear  of  an  unlucky  con-* 
left  in  the  city  of  Dublin  about  their  mayor.  You 
may  remember  (I  think,  whilftyou  \yere  here,  that 
is,  in  1709)  alderman  Conjiantine^  by  a  cabal,  for 
fo  mufti  call  it,  loft  his  eie£iion  \  and  ajunioi: 
alderman,  one  Forrejl^  was  elefted  mayor  for  the  en- 
iuing  year;  Conjiantine  petitioned  the  council  -board 
not  to  approve  the  election;  for  you  muft  know,  by 
the  new  rules,  fettled  in  purfuance  of  an  a£l  of  par- 
liament, for  the  better  regulation  of  corporations, 
their  chief  officers  muft  be  approved  of  by  the  gover- 
nor and  council  after  they  are  elected,  before  they 
can  enter  into  any  of  t^eir  refpeitive  offices ;  and, 
if  not  approved  of  in  ten  days,  the  corporation  that 
chofe  them  muft  go  to  a  new  election,  iSTow  alder- 
man Conjiantine^  upon  the  corporation's  return  of 
Forrejl^  complained  of  it  as  wrong,  and  defired  to 
be  heard  by  counfel ;  but  my  lord  Wharton^  then 
lord  lieutenant,  would  not  admit  it.  This  paft  on 
to  the  year  17 10,  and  then  the  prefent  mayor  was 
chofen,  alderman  £tY/<?y,  another  junior  alderman  ; 
_and  this  year  one  alderman  Barloiu^  a  taylor,  another 
junior.  Conjiantine^  finding  the  government  altered, 
fuppofed  he  fhould  have  more  favour,  and  petitions 
again  of  the  wrong  done  him.  The  city  replied, 
and  we  had  tv/o  long  hearings.  The  matter  depended 
on  an  old  bye-law,  made  about  the  i2th  of  queen 
Elizabeth  ;  by  which  the  aldermen,  according  to  their 
ancientry,  are  required  to  keep  their  mayoralty,  not- 
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w^thflanding  any  licences  or  orders  to  the  contrary. 
Several    dilpenfations   and    inftances  of  qontrary 
practices  were  produced  ;  but  with  a  falv6>  that  the 
law  of  fucceffion  fliould  ftand  good  ;  and  fome  alder- 
man, as  appeared,  bad  been  disfranchifed  for  not 
fubmitthig  to  it,  and  holding  their  mayoralty.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  urged,  that  this  rule  was  made 
in  a  time  when  the  mayoralty  was  lobked  upon  as  a 
great  burthen,  and  the  feniar  aldermen  got  licences 
from  ferving  it,  and  by  facSion  and  intereift  got  it 
put  on  the  junior  and  poorer;   and  moft  of  the  al- 
dermen were  then  papifts,  and  being  obliged,  on 
accepting  the  office  to  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy, 
and  come  to  church,  they  declined  it,  but  the  cafe 
was  now  altered,  and  moft  were  ambitious  of  it ;  and 
a  rule  or  bye-law,  that  impofed  it  as  a  duty  and  bur- 
then, ^muft  be  underftood  to  oblige  them  to  take  it, 
\  but  could  not  oblige  the  eleflors  to  put  it  on  them  ; 
that  it  was  often  difpenfed  with,  and,  as  alledged,, 
^altogether  abrogated  by  the  new  rules,  that  took  the 
eledtion  out  of  the  city,  where  the  charter  places  it, 
iind  gave  it  to  the  aldermen  only  ;  that  fince  thofe 
rules,  which  were  made  in  1672,  the  eleilions  have 
been  in  another  manner,  and  in  about  36  mayors,  eight 
or  nine  were  junior  aldermen.    On  the  whole,  the 
matter  feemed  to  me  to  hang  on  a  moft  (lender  point ; 
^nd  being  archbifhop  of  DiiU'in^  T  thought  I  was 
obliged  to  be  for  the  city,  but  the  majority  was  for 
the  bye-law,  and  difapproved  alderman  Barlovu^  who 
was  returned  for  mayor.    I  did  forfee  that  this 
would  beget  ill  blood,  and  did  not  think  it  for  my 
lord  duke  of  Onnond'^  iutercft  to  clalh  with  the 
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.City;  and  I  went  to  feveral  of  his  grace's  friends^ 
.whom  I  moft  truft,  before  the  debate  in  council,  and 
defired  them  toconfider  the  matter,  and  laid  the  in- 
conveniency  I  apprehended  before  them,  and  defired 
them  to  take  notice,  that  I  had  warned  them  but 
they  told  me,  that  they  did  not  forefee  any  hurt  it 
"Would  be  to  his  grace.  And  I  pray  God  it  may  not^ 
though  I  am  afraid  it  may  give  him  fome  trouble. 

The  citizens  have  taken  it  heinoully  j  and,  as  I 
hear,  met  to-day,  and  in  common  council  repealed 
the  bye-law,  and  have  chofen  alderman  Barlow 
again.  I  think  them  wrong  in  both,  and  a  declara- 
tion of  enmity  againft  the  council  and  government, 
which  feud  is  eafier  begun  than  laid.  It  is  certain 
the  council  muft  difapprove  their  choice,  it  being 
againft  the  new  rules,  as  well  as  good  manners :  and 
what  other  fteps  will  be  made  to  correal  them,  I 
cannot  fay;  whereas  if  they  had  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  view  and  report  what  old  obfolete  bye-laws 
were  become  inconi^enient,  and  repealed  this  among 
the  reft,  it  would  not  have  given  offence  ;  and  if  they 
had  chofen  another  inftead  oi  Barloiu^  I  believe  he 
would  have  been  approved,  and  there  had  been  an 
end  of  the  conteft. 

You  muft  know  this  is  made  a  party  affair,  as 
Conjiantine  fets  up  for  a  high-churchman,  which  I 
never  heard  he  did  before  :  but  this  is  an  inconve- 
niency  in  parties,  that  v/hoever  has  a  private  quarrel, 
and  finds  himfelf  too  weak,  he  immediately  be- 
comes a  zealous  partizan,  and  makes  his  private  a 
public  quarrel. 
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Perhaps  it  may  not  be  ungrateful,  nor  perhaps 
altogether  ufelefs  to  you,  to  know  the  truth  of  this 
matter ;  for  I  imagine  it  will  be  talked  of. 

I  believe,  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  gentle- 
men of  Ireland  are  looked  on  as  friends  to  the  whig- 
gifli  intreft.  But  it  is  only  fo  far  as  to  keep  out  the 
pretender,  whom  they  mortally  fear  with  good 
reafon ;  and  fo  many  villainous  papers  have  been 
fpread  here,  and  fo  much  pains  taken  to  perfuade 
them  that  the  tories  defign  to  bring  him  in,  that  it 
is  no  wonder  they  are  afraid  of  them ;  but,  God  be 
thanked,  this  miniftry  and  parliament  has  pretty  well 
allayed  that  fear  by  their  fteady  and  prudent  manage- 
ment. And  if  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond  pro- 
fecutes  the  fame  meafures  the  miniftry  doth  in  Britain 
(as  I  belive  he  will),  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  ge- 
nerality here  will  be  as  zealous  for  this  as  any  mi- 
niftry we  ever  had. 

The  death  of  the  earl  of  Rochejler  is  a  great  blow 
to  all  good  men,  and  even  his  enemies  cannot  but 
do  juftice  to  his  character.  What  influence  it  will 
have  on  public  affairs,  God  only  knows.  I  pray 
let  me  have  your  thoughts  on  it,  for  I  have  fome 
fears,  that  I  do  not  find  affed  other  people :  I  was 
of  opinion  that  he  contributed  much  to  keep  things 
fteadv  ;  and  I  wi{h  his  friends  may  not  want  his  in- 
fluence.   I  conclude  with  my  prayers  for  you. 

Will.   D  u  b  l  i  rf. 
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LETTER  XLVI. 
Lord  Peterborow  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Hanover,  June  21,  1711, 

Yo  U  were  returning  me  to  ages  paft  for  fome  ex- 
preflions  in  my  letter.  I  find  matter  in  yours  to  fend 
you  as  far  back  as  the  golden  age.  How  came  you 
to  frame  a  fyftem  (in  the  times  we  live  in)  to  govern 
the  world  by  love? 

I  was  much  more  furprized  at  fuch  a  notion  in 
your  firft,  than  to  find  your  opinion  altered  in  your 
Jaft  letter.  My  hopes  were  founded  more  reafonably 
upon  the  contrary  principle.  I  wifli  we  could  keep 
ourfelves  fteady  by  any  3  but  I  eonfefs  it  was  the 
hatred  and  contempt  fo  juftly  conceived  againft  our 
late  governors,  that  gave  me  fonie  little  expedations 
we  might  unite  at  leaft,  in  order  to  prevent  a  re-* 
lapfe. 

The  confequences  of  places  not  given  were  appa- 
rent;  the  whole  party  were  then  difiatisfied;  and 
when  given,  thofe  are  only  pleafed  who  have  them. 
This  is  what  the  honeft  management  of  paft  admi- 
niftrations  has  brought  us  to:  but  I  (hould  not  yet 
defpair,  if  your  loving  principle  could  but  have  its 
force  amongft  three  or  four  of  your  acquaintance. 
Never  perfons  had  more  reafon  to  agree  ^  nor  was  it 
ever  in  the  pov/er  of  a  few  men  to  brin^r  2;reater  events 
to  bear,  or  prevent  greater  inconveriiencies;  for  fuch 
are  inevitable,  without  the  niceft  management :  and 
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I  believe  no  perfon  was  ever  better  prepared  to  make 
this  out  than  myfelf. 

I  wifh,  before  I  left  England^  that  I  had  met, 
either  in  your  letters  or  difcourfe,  apiy  thing  like 
what  you  hint  in  your  laft  \  I  fliould  have  found 
great  eafe,  and  you  fome  fatisfadion  ;  for  h^d  you 
paffed  thefe  fix  months  with  me  abroad,  I  could 
have  made  you  fenfible,  that  it  were  eafy  to  have 
brought  the  character  and  influence  of  an  Englijh 
peer  equal  to  that  of  a  fenator  in  old  Rome,  Me- 
thinks  I  could  have  brought  it  to  that  pafs,  to  have 
feen  a  levee  of  fuppliant  kings  and  princes  expeiiing 
their  deftinies  from  us,  and  fubmitting  to  our  de- 
crees ;  but  if  we  come  in  politics  to  your  neceflity  of 
leaving  the  town  for  want  of  money  to  livC  in  it. 
Lord,  how  the  cafe  will  alter  ! 

You  threaten  me  with  law,  and  tell  me  I  might 
be  compelled  to  make  my  words  good.  Remember 
your  own  infmuations  :  what  if  I  (hould  leave  Eng^ 
land  in  a  week's  time,  and  fummon  you  in  quality 
of  chaplain  and  fecretary,  to  be  a  witnefs  to  tranf- 
adions  perhaps  of  the  greateft  importance,  fo  great, 
that  I  fhould  think  you  might  deferve  the  bifliopric  of 
Winchefier  at  your  return.  Let  me  know,  in  a  letter 
directed  to  Parfon  s -Green ^  the  moment  you  receive 
this,  whether  you  are  ready  and  willing  ;  but  you 
muft  learn  to  live  a  month,  now  and  then,  without 
fleep.  As  to  all  other  things,  we  fiiould  meet  with 
no  mortifications  abroad,  if  we  could  efcape  them 
from  home. 
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But,  without  raillery,  if  ever  I  can  propofe  to  my- 
felf  to  be  of  any  great  ufe,  I  forefee  this  will  be  the 
cafe.  This  is  fo  much  my  opinion,  that  I  conclude, 
if  it  falls  out  otherwife,  I  (ball  never  concern  my- 
felf  in  any  public  bufinefs  in  England;  that  I  fliall 
either  leave  it  for  a  better  climate,  or  marry  in  a 
rao-c,  and  become  the  hero  of  the  O^ober  club. 
Yours, 

Peterborow, 


LETTER  XLVII. 
Archbifliop  K  i  N  g  to  Dr.    S  w  i  f  t. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  July  25,  1711. 

Yo  U  muft  not  wonder,  that  I  have  been  fo  ill 
a  correfpondent  of  late,  being,  as  I  find,  in  debt  to 
you  for  yours  of  June  the  8th,  and  July  the  I2th, 
This  did  not  proceed  from  any  negligence:  but 
from  the  circumftances  of  things  here,  that  were 
fuch,  that  I  could  not  return  you  any  fatisfaftory  an- 
fwer. 

We  have  now  got  over  the  preliminaries  of  our 
parliaments  and  convocation  ;  that  is  to  fay,  our  ad- 
drefies,  b'c,  and  as  to  the  parliament,  fo  far  as  ap- 
pears to  me,  there  will  be  an  intire  compliance 
wirh  her  majefty's  occafions,  and  my  lord  duke  of 
Ormond's  defires  ;  and  that  funds  will  be  given  for 
two  years  from  Chrlftmas  next;  by  which  we  fliall 
have  the  following  fummer  free  from  parliamentary 
attendance,  which  proves  a  great  obftrudion  both 
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tg  church  and  country  bi^finefs.  As  to  the  convoca^. 
tion,  we  have  no  licence  as  yet  to  aft.  I  have 
heard  feme  w^hifpers,  as  if  a  letter  of  licence  had  come 
over,  and  was  fent  back  again  to  be  mended,  efpe- 
cially  as  to  dire£tIon  about  a  prefident,  I  may  in- 
form you,  that  that  matter  is  in  her  majefty's  choice: 
we  have  on  record  four  licences  ;  the  firft  direfled  to 
the  archbifliop  of  Dublin  in  1614;  the  other  three, 
that  are  in  1634,  1662,  and  1665,  direfled  to  the 
then  lords  primates.  I  have  not  at  prefent  the  exaft 
dates  ^  but  I  have  feen  the  writs,  and  find  the  con- 
vocations fat  in  thefe  years. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond^  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  parliament  (which  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  feen) 
mentioned  the  remittal  of  the  twentieth  parts,  and 
the  grant  of  the  firft-fruits,  for  buying  impropria- 
tions ;  but  did  not  aflume  to  himfelf  any  merit  in  the 
procuring  of  them  ;  nor,  that  1  can  find  by  any  in- 
timation, fo  much  as  infinuated,  that  the  grant  was 
on  his  motion;  notwithftanding,  both  in  the  houfc 
of  lords  and  convocation,  fome  laboured  to  afcribe 
the  whole  to  his  grace  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
acccount  I  had  from  you,  his  grace  muft,  next  to  her 
majefty,  have  had  the  entire  thanks.  You'll  obferve, 
from  the  lords  addrefs  and  convocation,  that  his 
grace  is  brought  in  for  a  fliare  in  both.  But  if  the 
cafe  fhould  be  other  wife,  yet  his  grace  is  no  way  to 
be  blamed.  The  current  runs  that  way  ;  and  per- 
haps neither  you  nor  I  have  bettered  our  intercft  here 
at  prefent,  by  endeavouring  to  ftop  it. 

The  conclufion  was,  that  all  the  archbifhops 
and  biilioDs  ae:rccd  to  return  thanks  to  my  lord 
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treafurer  of  Great  Britain^  by  a  letter,  which  all 
in  town  have  figned,  being  convinced,  that,  next 
to  her  majefty's  native  bounty,  and  zeal  for  the 
church,  this  favour  is  due  to  his  lordfliip's  medi- 
ation. 

But  they  have  employed  no  agent  to  folicit  the 
paffing  the  acSl  through  the  offices,  believing  his  lord- 
Ihip  will  take  care  of  that  of  hi3  own  mere  motion, 
as  he  didof  the  grant.  This  is  meant  as  an  infenceof 
thegreatconfidenceofhis  lordftiip's concern  for  them, 
which  makes  it  needlefs  that  any  fliould  intermeddle 
in  what  he  has  undertaken. 

If  his  lordfliip  thinks  fit  to  return  any  anfwer  to 
the  bifliops,  I  wifh  he  would  take  fome  occafion  to 
mention  you  in  it;  for  that  would  juftify  you,  and 
convince  the  bifliops,  fome  of  whom,  perhaps, 
fufpeft  the  truth  of  what  you  faid  of  the  firft-fruits 
and  twentieth  parts  being  granted  before  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Ormond  was  declared  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland, 

I  can't  at  prefent  write  of  feveral  rnatters,  that 
perhaps  I  may  have  opportunity  to  communicate  to 

vou.    I  have  fent  with  this  the  lords  and  the  con- 

J. 

vocation's  addrefs  to  my  lord  duke. 

If  it  may  be  proper,  I  would  have  my  moft  humble 
.  I^efpeds  to  be  laid  before  my  lord  treafurer.  Yoji 
may  be  fure  I  am  his  moft  humble  fervant,  and  fhall 
never  forget  the  advantao-es  he  has  been  the  au- 
thor  of  to  the  church  and  ftate  ;  and  yet  1  believe, 
if  it  pleafe  God  to  prolong  his  life,  greater  things 
may  be  expected  from  him  ;  my  prayers  fhall  not 
be  wanting. 

As 
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As  for  yourfelf,  I  will  fay  more  fome  other  tunes, 
and  for  the  prefent  fliall  only  afilire  you,  that  I  am, 
fir,  your  afFedlionate  humbld  fervant,  and  brother. 

Will.  Du  blin* 

LETTER  XLVIII. 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Liffenhall,  July  28,-  1711. 

Since  my  lord  duke  of  Ormondes  arrival,  I  have 
been  fo  continually  hurried  with  company,  that  I  re- 
tired here  for  tw<y  or  three  days.  The  preliminaries 
of  our  parliament  are  now  over;  that  is  to  fay,  ad- 
drefies,  C5'c.  and! find  the  ufual  funds  will  be  granted; 
1  think  unanimoufly  for  two  years  from  Chrijimas 
next,  which  is  all  the  duke  of  Ormond  defires.  Ida 
not  fee  much  more  will  be  done.  You  will  obferve 
feveral  reflexions  are  in  the  addreflcs  on  the  late 
management  here,  in  which  the  earl  of  Anglefey 
and  I  diftered.  If  we  could  impeach,  as  you  can  ia 
Great  Britain^  and  bring  the  malefaftors  to  account, 
1  fiiould  be  for  it  with  all  my  endeavour  ;  buttofliew 
our  ill-will,  when  we  can  do  no  more,  feem.s  to  be 
no  o;ood  policy  in  a  dependent  people,  and  that 
can  have  no  other  eftedl^  than  to  provoke  revenge, 
without  the  profped  of  redrefs  ;  of  which  we  have 
two  fatal  inftances.  I  reckon,  that  every  chief  gover- 
nor, who  is  fent  here,  comes  with  a  defign  to  ferve 
firft  thofe  who  fent  him  ;  and  that  our  good  only  muft 
be  fo  far  confidered,  as  it  is  fubfervient  to  the  main 
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defign.  The  only  difFerencv-  bet^.vcen  governors 
as  to  us,  is  to  have  a  gocd-natured  man,  that  has 
fome  intereft  in  our  profperity,  and  will  not  opprefs 
us  unneceffarily  ;  and  fuch  is  his  grace.  But  I  doubt, 
whether  even  that  will  not  be  an  objeilion  againft 
him  on  your  fide  of  the  water:  for  1  have  found,  that' 
thofe  o-overnors,  that  e;ained  moft  on  the  liberties  of 
the  kingdom,  are  reckoned  the  beft  ;  and  therefc  re 
it  concerns  us  to  be  on  our  guard  againft  all  governors, 
and  to  provoke  as  little  as  we  can.  For  he,  that 
cannot  revenge  himfelf,  a£ls  the  wife  part,  when 
he  diffembles,  and  palTes  over  injuries. 

In  my  opinion,  the  bed  that  has  happened  to  us, 
is,  that  the  parliament  grants  the  funds  for  two  years ; 
for  by  thefe  means  we  (hall  have  one  fummer  to  our- 
felves,  to  do  our  church  and  country  bufinefs.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  vifit  my  diocefe  eccleftatlm^  as  I 
ufedtodo,  the  laft  three  years,  for  want  of  fuch  a 
recefs.  I  hope  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  will 
not  refume  the  yarn  bill  whilft  they  continue  the 
fame.  The  lords  have  not  fat  above  four  or  five 
days,  and  are  adjourned  Monday  next;  fo  Vv^e 
have  no  heads  of  bills  brought  into  our  houfe  as 
yet:  but  if  any  be  relating  to  the  church,  1  will  do 
my  endeavour  to  give  you  fatisfaftion. 

Our  letter  is  come  over  for  the  remittal  of  the 
twentieth  parts,  and  granting  the  firft-fruits  for  buy- 
ing impropriations,  and  purchafmg  glebes,  which 
will  be  a  great  eafe  to  the  clergy,  and  a  benefit  to 
tlie  church.  We  want  glebes  more  than  the  impro- 
priations; and  I  am  for  buying  them  firfl,  where 
wanting;  for  without  them,  refidence  is  impoffible; 

and. 
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and,  befides,  I  look  upon  it,  as  a  fecurity  to  tithes, 
that  the  laity  have  a  ftiare  in  them ;  and  therefore  I 
am  not  for  purchafing  them,  but  where  they  are  ab- 
fplutely  neceffary. 

We  fliall,  I  believe,  have  fome  confiderations  of 
methods  to  convert  the  natives;  but  I  do  not  find, 
that  it  is  defired  by  all,  that  they  fliould  be  converted. 
There  is  a  party  amongft  us,  that  have  little  fenfe  of 
religion,  and  heartily  hate  the  church:  thefe  would 
have  the  natives  made  proteftants ;  but  fuch  as  them- 
felves  are  deadly  afraid  they  fliould  come  into  the 
church,  becaufe,  they  fay,  this  would  fl:rengthen  the 
church  too  much.  Others  would  have  them  come  In, 
but  can't  approve  of  the  methods  propofed  ;  which 
are,  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  language,,  and 
have  the  fervice  in  Irijh^  as  our  own  canons  require. 
So  that  between  them,  I  am  afraid  that  little  will 
be  done.    I  am,  fir,  yours,  £ff<:. 

LETTER  XLIX. 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Swords,  Sept.  i.  171 1. 

I  Have  before  me  yours  of  the  15th  and  21ft,  for 
which  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks.  I  perceive 
you  have  the  votes  of  our  commons  here,  and  I 
fuppofe  the  addrefs  of  the  lords,  that  gave  occa- 
fion  to  them.  I  muft  let  you  know,  that  I  was  very 
pofjtive  againft  the  claufe  that  provoked  them,  and 
kept  the  houfe  in  debate  about  it  at  leaft  an  hour, 
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t^ni  fpoke  fo  often,  that  I  was  afhamed  of  myfelf  5 
yet  there  were  but  three  negatives  to  iti  I  ufed  feve- 
ral  arguments  againft  the  lords  concurring  with  their 
committee,  and  foretold  all  that  has  happened  upon 
it.  Upon  which  I  was  much  out  of  favour  with  the 
houfe  for  fome  time ;  and  induftry  has  been  ufed, 
as  I  was  informed,  to  perfuade  my  lord  duke,  that 
what  I  did  was  in  oppofition  to  his  intereft:  but 
when  I  had  the  opportunity  to  difcourfe  his  grace  laft, 
he  was  of  another  opinion.  And,  in  truth,  my  re- 
gard to  his  grace's  intereft  was  the  principal  reafon 
of  oppofing  a  claufe,  that  I  forefaw  might  embarrafs 
his  bufmefs  here. 

There  happened  another  affair  relating  to  one  - 
Langton^  of  whom  I  formerly  gave  you  fome  account. 
The  commons  found  him  on  the  eftablifl)ment  for  a 
fmall  penfion  j  and  having  an  ill  notion  of  him  and 
his  informations,  they  took  this  occafion  to  cxaniiae 
his  merits.  In  order  to  which,  they  fent  up  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  lords,  to  defire  leave  for  judge  Cojie^ 
who  had  taken  his  examinations,  and  thofe  of  his 
witnefTes,  to  comedown,  and  inform  the  committee: 
and  this  feemed  the  more  neceftary,  becaufe  the  ex- 
aminations taken  by  the  council  were  burned  :  but 
the  lords  refufed  to  let  the  judge  go  down,  as  defired, 
and  paffed  a  vote  to  take  the  examination  of  the 
matter  into  their  hands.  This,  I  , forefaw,  might 
prove  another  bone  of  contention,  and  did  oppofe 
ir,  but  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  the  former.  Langion 
pleaded  privilege,  as  chaplain  to  the  bifliop  of  0/1 
fory^  and  refufed  to  appear  before  the  com.mons; 
on  which  they  paffed  the  angry  refolves  you  will  find 
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in  their  votes.  .  The  examination  of  this  matter 
has  employed  much  of  the  lords  time  to  very  little 
purpofe.  My  oppofmg  this  was  made  an  obje£i:ion 
againft  me  by  fome,  that  wilh  now  my  advice,  had 
been  taken. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  city  of  Dublin^  of  which  I  gave 
vou  an  account  formerly,  embroils  us  very  much. 
We  have  at  the  council  reje£ted  four  mayors  and 
eight  fherifFs,  all  regularly  elected  by  the  city,  forae 
ci  them  the  belt  citizens  in  the  town,  and  much  in 
ihe  intereft  of  the  government.  We  begin  to  be 
fick  of  it,  and  1  am  afraid,  that  it  may  beget  ill 
blood,  and  come  into  parliament  here.  We  have 
rejected  the  eleded  magiftrates  in  four  other  corpora-, 
tions,  v^hich  adds  to  the  noife.  I  own  there  were 
rood  reafons  for  rejeding  fome  of  them ;  but  I  can't 
liiy  the  fame  for  Dublin.     1  wifti  this  may  not  prove 

lincafy  to  us. 

There  was  a  motion  made  at  the  fe/Tions  for  the 
county  of  Dublin  at  Kilmainhcm^  for  an  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  her  majefty  for  fending  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Ormond  to  be  our  chief  governor.  Nine  of  the 
iuftices,  that  is,  all  that  were  then  prefent,  agreed 
to  it,  and  an  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  drawn, 
which  was  brought  next  morning  into  court,  and 
then  there  were  above  a  fcore,  that  feemed  to 
have  come  on  purpofe,  and  promifed,  thatitfhould 
be  reje<3:ed  by  a  majority  ;  for  this  reafon  only,  that 
it  would  entail  a  ncceffity  on  them  to  addrefs  in 
favour  of  every  new  lord  lieutenant,  or  difoblige 
him.  For  which  reafon  it  was  rejeded  alfo  in  my 
lord  JFbarton  ^  time.     This  no  ways  concerns  his 
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grace  himfelf ;  but  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  lefTrn 
the  efteem  of  fome  perfons  management,  that  attempt 
things,  which  would  be  better  let  alone,  where  they 
cannot  be  carried  without  oppofition. 

The  houfe  of  commons  feem  to  have  received  ill 
impreffions  of  fome.  They  reckon  m.y  lord  duke's 
advlfers,  as  if  they  were  fecretly  his  enemies,  and  de- 
figned  to  betray  him.  They  generally  feemed  per- 
fuaded,  that  his  grace  is  a  fmcere  honeft  man,  and 
moft  in  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  of  any  chief 
governor  they  can  ever  expect;  and  that,  therefore, 
they  ought  to  fupport  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  and  declare,  that  the  quarrels  his  enemies 
raife,  fliall  not  hinder  them  from  doing  whatever 
he  fliall  reafonably  defire  from  them,  or  her  majcftv's 
fervice  require;  and  as  an  inftanceof  their  fincerity 
in  this,  they  have  granted  funds  for  two  years  from 
Chrtjimas  laft;  whereas  at  firll  they  intended  on-^ 
ly  two  years  from  the  24th  of  ^unc  laft. 

1  have  been  preaching  a  dodrine  that  feems  ftrange 
to  fome:  *tis,  that  her  majefty,  and  the  miniftry, 
will  be  inclined  to  employ  fuch  as  may  be  a  help 
and  fupport  to  their  intereft,  and  not  a  clog.  I 
mean,  that  thefe  fubalterns  fhould,  by  their  pru-  • 
dence  and  dexterity,  be  able  to  remove  any  mifun- 
derftandings,  that  may  be  between  the  government 
and  the  people,  and  help  to  beget  in  them  a  good 
notion  of  themJniftry;  and,  by  all  means,  avoid 
fuch  things,  as  may  embarrafs  or  beget  jealoufies; 
fo  that  the  burden  or  odium  may  not  fall  on  the 
/niniftry,  where  any  harfli  things  happen  to  be 
done:  that  it  feems  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  thofe  in 
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pofts^  to  avoid  unneceflary  difputes,  and  not  to 
expe£l,  that  the  miniftry  will  interpofe  to  extricate 
them,  when  they,  without  neceflity,  have  involved 
themfelves.  But  fome  are  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  feem  to  think,  that  they  have  no  more  to  do, 
when  they  nrieet  with  difficultieF,  perhaps  of  their 
own  creating,  than  to  call  in  the  miniftry,  and 
defire  them  to  decide  the  matter  by  power  :  a  me- 
thod that  I  dp  not  approve,  nor  has  itfucceeded  well 
with  former  governors  here:  witnefs  lord  Sydney 
and  lord  Wharton^  in  the  cafe  of  the  convocation. 

There  really  needs  but  one  thing  to  quiet  the 
people  of  Ireland^  and  it  is  to  convince  them,  that 
there  is  no  eye  to  the  pretender.  Great  induftry 
has  been,  and  ftill  is,  ufed  to  bugbear  them  with 
that  fear.  I  believe  it  is  over  with  you  :  but  it  will 
require  time  and  prudent  methods  to  quiet  the  peo- 
ple here,  that  have  been  poffeffed  for  twenty-two 
years  with  a  continual  apprehenfion,  that  he  is  at  the 
door,  and  that  a  certain  kind  of  people  defigned  tor 
bring  him  in.  The  circumftanccs  of  this  kingdom, 
from  what  they  faw  and  felt  under  king  James^ 
make  the  dread  of  him  much  greater  than  it  can  be 
with  you. 

As  to  our  convocation,  a  letter  came  from  her 
majefty  to  give  us  licence  to  ad  ;  but  it  no  ways 
pleafed  fome  people,  and  fo  it  was  fent  back  to  be 
modelled  to  their  mind,  but  returned  again  without 
alteration.  It  came  not  to  us  till  the  day  the  parh- 
ament  adjourned.  I  was  at  that  time  obliged  to 
attend  the  council,  there  being  a  hearing  of  the 
quakers  againft  a  bill  for  recovering  tithes.    In  my 

-2  abfenQ.^ 


C  97  J 


abfence,  they  adjourned  till  the  meeting  of  the 
parliament,  without  fo  much  as  voting  thanks,  or 
appointing  a  committee.  The  things  that  difpleafed 
fome  in  the  licence  were,  firft,  that  my  lord  primate 
was  not  the  fole  prefident,  fo  as  to  appoint  whom 
he  pleafed  to  a6l  in  his  abfence.  The  fecond  was, 
the  confideration  of  proper  methods  to  convert  the 
natives,  againft  which  fome  have  fet  themfelves  with 
all  their  might.  The  third  is,  what  concerns  plurali- 
ties, and  refidence,  which  fome  have  not  patience  to 
hear  of.  The  lower  houfe  feem  to  have  the  matter 
more  at  heart ;  for  they  have  appointed  committees 
during  the  recefs,  and  are  doing  fomething. 

I  can't  but  admire,  that  you  fhould  be  at  a  lofs 
to  find  what  is  the  matter  with  thofe,  that  would 
neither  allow  you,  nor  any  one  elfe,  to  get  any  thing 
for  the  fervice  of  the  church,  or  the  public.  It  is, 
with  fubmiffion,  the  fillieft  query  I  ever  found  made 
by  Dr.  Swift.  You  know  there  are  fome,  that  would 
affume  to  themfelves  to  be  the  only  churchmen  and 
managers,  and  can't  endure  that  any  thing  fhould 
he  done  but  by  themfelves,  and  in  their  own  way  j 
and  had  rather  that  all  good  things  propofed  fliould 
mifcarry,  than  be  thought  to  come  from  other  hands 
than  their  own,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  leflen  every 
body  elfe,  and  obftrua  whatever  is  attempted,  tho* 
of  the  greateft  advantage  to  church  and  ftate,  if  it 
be  not  from  their  own  party.  And  yet,  fo  far  as  I 
have  hitherto  obferved,  I  do  not  remember  any  in- 
ftance  of  their  propofing,  much  lefs  profecuting 
with  fuccefs,  any  thing  for  the  public  good.  They 
feem  to  have  a  much  better  hand  at  obftruding 
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others,  and  embarrafling  affairs,  than  at  propofing 
or  profecuting  any  good  defign. 

Thefe  feem  as  uneafy  that  more  alterations  are 
not  made  here,  as  thofe  you  mention  are  with  them. 
The  reafon  is  very  plain,  they  would  fain  get  into 
employments,  which  ean't  be  without  removes  ;  but 
I  have  often  obferved,  that  none  are  more  eager  for 
polls,  than  fuch  as  are  leaft  fit  for  them,  I  do  not 
lee  how  a  new  parliament  would  much  mend  things 
here  ;  for  there  is  little  choice  of  men  ;  perhaps  it 
might  be  for  the  worft,  rebus  fic  Jiantibus  ;  though 
I  always  thought  the  honeft  part,  is  to  allow  the  peo- 
ple to  fpcak  their  fenfe  on  the  change  of  affairs  by 
jiew  reprefentatives.  I  do  not  find,  that  thofe  that 
have  embarraifed  the  prefent,  defigned  a  new  one ; 
but  they  thought  the  commons  fo  paflive,  that  they 
might  carry  what  they  pleafed,  whatever  their  de- 
fign might  be.  If  they  profecute  the  prefent  mea- 
fures,  1  believe  they  will  make  new  ones  necelfary, 
when  there  ftiajl  be  occafion  to  have  a  new.  feffion. 

I  pray  moft  heartily  for  her  majefty,  and  her  mi- 
nifters  ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  is  one  of 
the  moft  difEcult  parts  of  their  prefent  circumftances, 
to  fiixd  proper  inflruments  to  execute  their  good  in- 
tentions, notw^ithilanding  the  great  crowds  that  of- 
fer themfelves  ;  particularly,  my  lord  treafurer's 
welfare  is  at  heart  with  all  good  men :  I  am  fure, 
with  none  more  than,  reverend  fir,  ^c. 

W  I  LL.     D  U  BL  IRa 
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LETTER  L, 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV,  SIR,  Swords,  Sept.      171 1, 

I  Got  a  little  retirement  here^  and  made  ufe  of 
it,  to  write  to  you  by  the  prefent  pacquet,  I  pro- 
mifed  to  fay  fomething  as  to  your  own  affairs  ;  and 
thefirft  thing  is  not  to  negleft  yourfelf  on  this  occa- 
fion,  but  to  make  ufe  of  the  favour  and  intereft  you 
have  at  prefent,  to  procure  you  fome  preferment 
that  may  be  called  a  fettlement.  Y^ars  come  on  ; 
and  after  a  certain  age,  if  a  man  be  not  in  a  ftation 
that  may  be  a  ftep  to  abetter,  he  feldom  goes  higher. 
It  is  with  men  as  with  beauties,  if  they  pafs  the  flower, 
they  grow  ftale,  and  lie  for  ever  negle£ted.  I  know 
you  are  not  ambitious  ;  but  it  is  prudence,  not  ambi- 
tion, to  g;et  into  a  ftation,  that  may  make  a  man 
eafy,  and  prevent  contempt  when  he  grows  in  years. 
You  certainly  may  now  have  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
vide for  yourfelf,  and  I  intreat  you  not  to  negledt 
it. 

The  fecond  thing  that  I  would  defire  you  to  con- 
fider,  is,  that  God  has  given  you  parts  and  learning, 
and  a  happy  turn  of  mind;  and  that  you  are  anfwer- 
able  for  thofe  talents  to  God:  and  therefore  I  advife 
you,  and  believe  it  to  be  your  duty,  to  fet  yourfelf 
to  fome  ferious  and  ufeful  fubjeft  in  your  profeflion, 
and  to  manage  it  fo,  that  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  the 
world.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  you  will  apply  your- 
felf this  way,  you  are  well  able  to  do  its  and  that 
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your  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  reading,  will  ena- 
ble you  to  furnifh  fuch  a  piece,  with  fuch  uncom- 
mon remarks,  as  will  render  it  both  profitable  and 
agreeable,  above  moft  things  that  pafs  the  prefs. 
Say  not,  that  moft  fubjecSts  in  divinity  are  exhaufted;, 
for  if  you  will  look  into  Dr.  Wilkins^s  Heads  of 
Matters,  which  you  will  find  in  his  Gift  of  Preachings 
you  will  be  furprized  to  find  fo  many  neceflary  and 
ufeful  heads,  that  no  authors  have  meddled  with. 
There  arefome  common  themes,  that  have  employed 
multitudes  of  authors;  but  the  moft  curious  and  diffi- 
cult are  in  a  manner  untouched  ;  and  a  good  genius 
will  not  fail  to  produce  fomething  new  and^urprlzing 
on  the  moft  trite,  much  more  on  thofe  that  others 
have  avoided,  merely  becaufe  they  were  above  their 
parts. 

Affure  yourfelf,  that  your  intereft,  as  well  as  duty, 
requires  this  from  you  ;  and  you  will  find,  that  it 
will  anfwer  fome  obje£lions  againft  you,  if  you 
thus  ftiew  the  world,  that  you  have  patience  and  com- 
prehenfion  of  thought,  to  go  through  with  fuch  a 
fubjed^;  of  weight  and  learning. 

You'll  pardon  me  this  freedom,  which  I  affure 
you  proceeds  from  a  fincere  kindnefs,  and  true  va- 
lue that  I  have  for  you.  I  will  add  no  more,  but 
my  hearty  prayers  for  you.  I  am,  Dr.  Szt;//?, 
yours* 

W  I  L  L.  Dublin. 


E  T- 


t     101  j 


L  E  T  T  E  R  LI. 

i 

Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  Swift, 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Oa.  27,  1711. 

I  Have  before  me  yours  of  the  ift  inftant,  but 
h^ve  been  fo  employed  with  attending  parliament; 
convocation  and  privy  council,  that  I  could  neither 
compofe  my  thoughts  to  write,  nor  find  time.  Be- 
fides,  our  bufinefs  is  all  in  a  hurry  ;  and  I  may  fay  in 
fine,  that  things  admit  of  no  perfedl  account.  On 
Wednefday  the  corn  bill,  which  the  commons  feemed 
to  value  moft,  was  thrown  out ;  becaufe  it  referved  a 
power  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  here,  to  pro- 
hibit or  permit  the  tranfportation  of  grain  at  any 
time.  There  was  a  defign  to  fall  on  the  privy  coun- 
cil upon  this  occafion ;  but  gentlemen  would  not 
come  into  it;  which  fliewed  they  had  fome  wit  in 
their  anger.  And  I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that,  with 
tolerable  good  management,  this  would  have  been 
as  quiet  a  feflion  as  has  been  in  Ireland:  but  the 
Dublin  bufinefs,  theaddrefs  of  the  lords,  *  Langtons 

*  *  Dominic  Langtony  clerk^  formerly  a  fryar,  had  accufed 
•Le^is  Mearsy  efqj  and  other  proteftant  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Weft'Meatby  of  entering  into  an  afTociation  againft  the 
queen  and  her  miniftry  :  upon  which  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
Ireland^  on  the  6th  Augufl,  1711,  voted  feveral  ftrong  refo- 
lutions  againft  the  faid  Langtotiy  declaring  his  charge  againft 
Mr.  Mearsy  Sec.  to  be  falfe,  groundlefs  and  malicious ;  and 
refolved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  lord  lieu- 
4:enant,  the  duke  oiOrmondy  to  defire,  that  her  majefty  would 
x)rder  the  faid  Langtm  to  be  ftraick  off  the  eftablifhment  of 
IrdandJ' 
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affair  and  now  Htggins^s  *,  have  exafperated  the 
commons  to  fuch  a  height,  that  will,  as  you  obferve, 
make  this  parliament  to  be  imprafticable  any  longer. 
It  is  true,  the  lords  addrefs  might  have  been  inter- 
preted to  aim  at  lord  TVharton^  and  was  partly  fo 
intended  ;  but  it  was  ill  exprefled  to  bear  that  fenfe  ; 
and,  befides,  what  did  it  fignify  for  us  to  (hew  our 
refentment,  when  it  could  only  provoke  a  great 
man  to  revenge,  and  could  not  reach  him  ? 

As  to  the  firft-fruits,  and  twentieth  parts  no  body 
here  dare  fay,  that  any  body,  bef^de  the  duke  of 
Ormonde  procured  them,  but  his  grace  hin;ifelf  ;  whp, 
for  ought  I  can  learn,  never  aflurned,  either  pub- 
licly or  privately,  any  fuch  merit  to  himfelf :  and 
yet,  I  confefs,  it  is  not  amifs,  that  it  fhould  be 
thonght  he  did  thofe  things.  For  he  could  not  think 
of  governing  the  kingdom,  if  it  be  not  believed, 
that  he  has  great  intereft  at  court ;  and  if  that  did 
not  appear  by  fome  favours  of  moment  obtained 
for  the  kingdom,  none  would  fuppofe  it.  He  is 
truly  a  modeft,  generous,  and  honeft  man  ;  and 

*  *  Francis  Higgius,  M.  A.  prebendaiy  of  Chrifl- church,  in 
Duhliny  and  re6lor  of  Balrudderjy  in  that  county,  mentioned 
5n  a  former  note,  p.  66.  He  had  been  prefented  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  on  the  5th  of  OSioher,  171 1,  as 
a  fower  of  fedition,  and  groundlefs  jealoufies,  amongft  her 
majefty'ft  Proteftant  fubjeflis.  And  on  the  loth  of  the  fame 
rwontli,  Henry  lord  Santry  prefented  a  petition  to  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant and  privy-council  of  Ireland,  defiring,  that  Mr.  Hig^ 
gins  might  be  turned  out  of  the  commilTion  of  peace.  But, 
after  feveral  hearings  of  the  cafe,  before  the  lord  lieutenant 
and  council,  he  was,  on  the  19th  of  No'vember  following, 
cleared  ;  though  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin  voted  in  the  ncga-^ 
tive  againft  him.' 
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aflure  yourfelf,  that  whatever  diftiirbance  he  has 
met  with,  proceeds  from  his  flicking  too  clofe  to  his 
friends.    It  is  a  pity,  fuch  a  fault  fliould  hurt  a  man* 
I  fend  you,  enclofed,  the  papers  that  relate  to  Mr. 
Higgins,    Lord  Santry  was  heard  againft  him,  be- 
fore the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  OBoher  27  : 
he  was  allowed  only  to  prove  the  articles  in  his 
petition,  that  are  marked  with  P,  and  he  feemed 
to  prove  them  pretty  fully ;  but  Mr.  Wiggins  not 
having  yet  madehis  defence,  I  can  give  no  judgement. 
By  the  teftimony  of  the  lower  houfeof  convocation,  in 
his  favour,  you  will  fee  how  heartily  they  efpoufe 
him.    And  furely  both  pains  and  art  have  been  ufed 
to  fcreen  him  :  with  what  effect  you  ftiall  hear  when 
the  matter  is  concluded.    1  wifli  every  good  man 
may  meet  with  as  good  and  as  faft  friends  as  he  hath 
done,    1  fend  you  iikewife  the  votes,  that  kept  the 
commons  in  debate,  from  eleven  in  the  morning  till 
feven  at  night.    The  queftion  was  carried  in  the  ne-  * 
gative,  by  two  accidents  ;  the  going  out  of  one  mem- 
ber, by  chance,  to  fpeak  to  fomebody  at  putting  the 
queftion;  and  the  commg  in  of  another  in  his  boots, 
at  the  very  minute.    If  either  had  not  happened,  it 
had  gone  the  other  way.    The  perfonal  afFedlion  to  ' 
the  duke  of  Ormond  divided  the  houfe.    If  they 
could  have  feparated  him  from  fome  others,  the  ma- 
jority had  been  great.    You  may  eafily,  from  this, 
fee  what  way  the  bent  of  the  kingdom  goes  ;  and 
that  garbling  corporations  no  way  pleafes  them. 

We  have  feveral  printed  accounts  of  preliminaries 
of  the  peace ;  but  I  believe  them  all  amufements ; 
for,  I  imagine,  none  of  the  common  fcribblers  know 
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any  thing  of  them  atall.  I  pray  God  they  may  be  fuch 
as  may  fecure  us  from  a  new  war ;  though,  I  believe, 
the  death  of  the  emperor  makes  a  lafting  peace  much 
more  difficult  .than  before.    That  depends  on  a 
ballance,  and  to  that  three  things  feem  fo  neceffary, 
than  any  two  may  flop  the  third;  but  now  all 
is  reduced  to  two.    I  reckon,  as  foon  as  the  peace  is 
fettled,  the  dauphin  will  be  taken  out  of  the  way, 
and  then  France  and  Spain  will  fall  into  one  hand : 
a  furmife  I  have  had  in  mind  ever  fmce  Philip  got 
Spain^  and  I  was  of  opinion,  that  if  we  could  have 
been  fecured  againft  this  accident,  there  had  been 
no  need  of  a  war  at  all. 

As  to  the  convocation,  I  told  you  formerly  how 
we  loft  all  the  time  of  the  recefs,  by  a  precipitate 
adjournment  made  by  five  bifliops,  when  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Tuam^  and  as  many  of  us  as  were  of  the 
privy-council,  were  abfent,  attending  at  the  board, 
upon  a  hearing  of  the  Quakers  againft  the  bill  for 
recovery  of  tithes.    Since  the  meeting  of  the  par- 
liament,  after  the  recefs,  we  have  attended  pretty 
clofely,  have  drawn  up  and  agreed  to  fix  or  feven 
canons,  and  have  drawn  up  a  reprefentation  of  the 
ftate  of  religion,   as  to  infidelity,  herefy,  impiety, 
and  popery.    We  have  gone  through  like  wife  and  - 
agreed  to,  a  great  part  of  this ;  but  I  doubt  we 
fhall  not  be  able  to  finifli  it.    We  have  alfo  before 
us  the  confideration  of  refidence,  and  the  means  of 
converting  papifts.   This  laft  fent  up  from  the  lower 
houfe.    But  I  reckon  it  not  poffible  to  finifli  thefe 
things  this  feffion.    I  need  not  tell  you,  that  my 
lord  primate's  indifpofition  is  a  great  clog  to  difpatch  ; 
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but  he  Is  refolved  none  elfe  (hall  have  the  chair.  So 
we  difpenfe  with  many  things,  that  otherwife  I  be-  - 
lieve  we  fhould  not.  We  had  only  two  church-bills 
this  time;  one  for  unions,  which  was  thrown  out  in 
our  houfe ;  and  another  for  recovery  of  tithes,  which 
I  underftand  will  be  thrown  out  by  the  commons. 
Our  feffion  draws  near  an  end,  and  every  body  is 
tired  of  it. 

Will.  D  u  b l  i 

LETTER  LIL 
Archbifhop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

31,  1711. 

JL  O-Day  we  had  another  hearing  at  council, 
concerning  Mr.  Higgins's  bufmefs.  Some  of  his 
witnelTes  were  examined.  So  far  as  we  have  yet  heard, 
it  doth  not  appear  to  me,  that  they  have  cleared  him 
of  tampering  with  witnefles,  fhifting  recognizances, 
or  compounding  felonies ;  but,  it  is  faid,  thefe 
things  are  common  in  the  country  ;  and,  perhaps, 
that  will  fave  him.  And  I  know  not  how  far  his 
other  witnefles,  that  are  yet  to  be  examined,  may 
clear  him.  The  hearing  lafted  above  three  hours. 
I  was  unwilling  to  make  this  pacquet  too  large,  fo 
I  have  inclofed  the  other  prints  in  another.  I 
want  fome  affidavits  of  gentlemen,  in  which  they 
depofe  Mr.  Higgim's  cafe  to  contain  many  falfhoods. 
I  am,  i^c* 

Will,  Dublik^ 
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LETTER  LIII. 

Archbifllop  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  i,  1711. 

I  Have  confidered  that  part  of  your  letter  that  re- 
lates to  your  own  concerns,    I  find  you,  in  earneft, 
very  indifferent  as  to  making  your  fortune;  but  you 
ought  not  to  be  fo,  for  a  weighty  reafon  you  infi- 
nuate  yourfelf,  that  you  cannot,  without  a  fettle- 
ment,  be  matter  of  your  time  in  fuch  manner,  as  to 
apply  yourfelf  to  do  fomething  that  may  be  ufeful  to 
the  church.   I  know  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  do  it 
when  you  pleafe;  but  yet  fomething  may  be  done 
towards  it.  Get  but  a  letter  to  the  government,  from 
my  lord  treafurer,  for  the  firft  good  preferment;  ancj 
you  will,  at  the  fame  time,  fill  it  with  a  good  man, 
and  perhaps  prevent  a  bad  one  from  getting  into  it. 
Sure  there  is  no  immodefty  in  getting  fuch  a  recom- 
jnendation.  Confider  that  yearsgrowupon  you;  and, 
after  fifty,  both  body  and  mind  decay.    I  have  fe- 
veral  things  on  the  anvil,  and  near  finiflied,  that  per- 
haps might  be  ufeful,  if  publifhed :  but  the  continual 
avocation  by  bufinefs,  the  impofitions  on  me  by  im- 
pertinent vifits,  and  the  uneafinefs  of  writing,  which 
grows  more  intolerable  to  me  every  day,  I  doubt, 
will  prevent  my  going  any  farther.  Therefore lofe  no 
time :         non  eji  hodie^  eras  minus  apt  us  erit.    I  am 
fure,  you  are  able  to  do  good  fervice;  and  give  me 
leave  to  be  importunate  with  you  to  go  about  it.  Ca- 
Jar  wrote  his  Commentaries  under  the  hurry  and 
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fatigues  of  a  general;  and  perhaps  a  man's  fpirit  Is 
never  more  awakened,  nor  his  thoughts  better,  than 
in  the  intervals  of  ahurry  of  bufinefs.  Read  Erafmus's 
life,  and  you'll  find  it  wzs  almoft  a  continual 
journey.  You  fee  how^  malicious  fome  are  towards 
you,  in  printing  a  parcel  of  trifles,  falfely  as  your 
works.  This  makes  it  neceflTary  that  you  fliould 
fhame  thofe  varlets,  by  fomething  that  may  en- 
lighten the  world,  which,  I  am  fure,  your  genius 
will  reach,  if  you  fet  yourfelf  to  it.  If  I  had  the 
honour  to  have  any  correfpondence  with  my  lord 
treafurer,  I  would  certainly  complain  of  you  to  him, 
and  get  his  lordfliip  to  join  in  this  requeft,  which, 
I  perfuade  myfelf,  he  would  readily  do,  if  put  in 
mind.  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  fear  that  you  will  be 
angry  with  me  for  this,  fmce  you  cannot  fufpe£l  my 
fmcerity  and  kindnefs  in  it :  and  though  I  fliould  be 
angry  with  you,  if  you  negleft  yourfelf  and  intereft, 
yet  it  fliall  go  no  farther,  than  to  be  a  trouble  to  my- 
felf, but  no  abatement  of  the  real  friendfhip  of 
yours,  £fff. 

Will.  Dublin, 

LETTER  LIV. 
Archbifliop  King  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t» 

REV.  SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  10,  171 1. 

PErhaps  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  to  you,  to 
know  our  feflion  of  parliament  ended  on  Friday 
Jaft,  We  threw  out,  in  the  houfc  of  lords,  two  bills; 

that 
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that  againft  fines  in  the  city  of  Dublin^  and  about 
quit-rents;  and  voted  an  addrefs,  in  oppofition  to 
the  commons  addrefs  about  revolution  principles. 
Welikewifeburned  Mr.  S  t  ought  on' skrmon,  preached 
at  Chriji-church  on  the  30th  of  January^  fome  years 
ago.  The  houfe  were  pleafed  to  vote  me  thanks  for 
profecuting  him,  which,  you  may  remember,  I  did 
in  a  difficult  time,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  I 
had  from  the  government,  and  his  protection  by 
lord  Ikeriuy  which  he  pleaded  in  court :  and  yet  I 
followed  him  fo  clofe,  that  I  forced  him  out  of  his 
living.  After  this,  we  burned  Mr.  Boyfe^  book  of 
A  Scriptural  Bifhop  *  ;  and  fome  Obfervators  f  • 
Our  addrefs  was  brought  in  yefterday;  in  which 
fure  we  are  even  with  the  commons.  I  forgot  to  tell 
you,  we  agreed  to  another  addrefs  againft  ^iflenting 

*  '  It  was  printed  in  4to.  at  Dublin,  under  the  title  of, 
^ffi^^  of  ^  Chrijlian  Bijhop  defcrihed,  and  recommended  from  i  Tim. 
€h,  iii.  'ver.  i .  An  ordination-fermon.  With  an  appendix  to  it,  and 
apcfcripty  containing  an  apology  for  the  publication  of  it.  The 
Appendix  ^nd  poflcript  were  added  to  the  fecond  edition  of  the 
fermon.  The  author  was  an  eminent  difienting  niiniller,  at 
Dublin.^ 

t  *  Papers  published  under  thattitle,  by  JohnTutchin,  Efq; 
who  had  been  feverely  fentenced  by  lord  chief  juftice  Jeffreys 
in  king the fccond^s  reign.  He  was,  atlaft,  attackedin 
the  night,  for  fome  offence,  which  he  had  given  by  his  writings, 
«nd  died  in  confequence  of  thB  violence  ufed  towards  him.  Dr, 
,S^ift,  in  his  Examiner,  No.  1 5 .  for  No^uember  16,1710,  fpeaks 
of  this  writer,  and  of  Da?iielde  Foe,  author  of  The  ke<vie'w  of 
the  State  of  the  Briiijh  Nation,  as  t^o  fupid  illiterate fcribblersy 
both  of  them  fanatics  by  profej/ion,  p,  300.' 
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nilnifterg,  and  their  twelve  hundred  pounds  *  per  an^ 
num.  The  commons  made  an  addrefs  to  my  lord 
lieutenant,  in  which  they  bring  him  in  for  revolu- 
tion principles  The  memorial  of  the  church  of 
England  ^  was  reprinted  here,  and  ^  dedicated  to  my 
lord  lieutenant.  This  was  brought  into  the  houfe 
of  commons;  and,  I  doubt,  would  not  have 
efcaped,  if  the  uflier  of  the  black  rod  had  not 
called  them  up  to  the  prorogation.  Langtoris  bufinefs 
came  likewife  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  when 
the  houfe  was  full  of  ladies,  an  offer  was  made  to 
receive  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  contained 
many  fiieets  of  paper.  A  great  debate  happened 
upon  it;  but  at  laft  it  was  waved,  and  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  lord  lieutenant. 

In  ftiort,  we  parted  in  very  ill  humour;  and,  I 
apprehend,  that  the  minds  of  the  generality  are  not 
eafy.  My  lord  duke  of  Ormond^  fo  far  as  I  could 
take  it,  made  a  very  modeft  and  healing  fpeech ;  and 
his  grace  feemed,  in  it,  to  be  altogether  difmterefted 
in  parties.  All  thefe  you  have  in  public;  and,  if 
you  think  it  worth  v/hile,  I  will  take  care  to  fend 
them  as  they  are  printed. 

*  *  This  addrefs  was  agreed  upon  November  9^  171 1.  The 
twelve  hundred  pounds  psr  amium^^^s  ongm^Wy  a  bounty  to 
thofe  minifters  from  king  Charles  the  fecond,  confirmed  by  kino- 
William^  and  continued  by  queen  AnneJ* 

t  *  Publifhed  at  firft  in  1705,  4to.  under  this  title,  The  Me^ 
morial  of  the  Church  of  England,  humbly  offer ed tothe  mifidera^ 
tion  of  all  true  Lo^vers  of  our  Church  and  Conflitution.  This  libel, 
upon  its  firft  publication,  having  been  prefented  as  fuch  by  the. 
grand  jury  of  London  2.ndMiddlefex,  ontYiQ-^iilo^  AuguJ},  1705,. 
was  burnt  by  the  common  hangman.' 

*  '  A3 
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As  to  our  convocation,  thofe,  who  had  loitered 
and  done  nothing  before  laft  week,  prefled  on  the 
reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  religion,  as  to  infi- 
delity, herefy,  impiety,  and  popery:  it  will,  ia 
fome  time,  be  printed.  I  had  many  reafons,  but 
infilled  only  on  two;  firft,  its  imputing  all  vices  to 
us,  as  if  we  were  the  worft  of  people  in  the  world ; 
not  allowing  any  good  amongft  us.  Secondly  not 
afligning  itacaufe  of  the  natives  continuing  Papifts, 
that  no  care  was  ever  taken  to  preach  to  them  in 
their  own  language,  or  tranflating  the  fervice  into 
Irijh,  Y ou  will  find  the  matter  in  Heyliris  Reformat 
tioTiy  2d  Eliz,  156c,  p.  128.  I  was  forced  to  ufe 
art  to  procure  this  proteft  to  be  admitted,  without 
which  they  would  not  have  allowed  me  to  offer  rea- 
fons, as  I  had  caufe  to  believe. 

Both  the  parliament  and  convocation  have  been 
fo  ordered,  as  to  make  us  appear  the  worft  people 
in  the  world,  difloyal  to  her  majefty,  and  enemies 
to  the  church  ;  and  I  fufpedl,  with  a  defign  to  make 
us  appear  unworthy  to  have  any  countenance  or 
preferment  in  our  native  country.  When  the  repre- 
fentation is  printed,  I  will,  if  you  think  it  worth 
your  while,  fend  you  my  proteft.  We  agreed  like- 
wife  in  fome  canons  of  no  great  moment,  and 
fome  forms  of  prayer,  and  forms  of  receiving  Pa- 
pifts  and  feftaries ;  which,  I  think,  are  too  ftrait. 
I  brought  in  a  paper  about  refidence;  but  here  was 
no  time  to  confider  it,  nor  that  which  related  to 
the  means  of  converting  Papifts,  I  did  not  perceive 
any  zeal  that  way.  A  great  part  of  our  reprefenta- 
tion relates  to  fe^tariess  and  many  things,  in  the 
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whole,  feem  to  me  not  defenfible.  I  told  you  fee- 
fore,  how  we  loft  fix  weeks,  during  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  parliament;  and  fmce  it  fat,  we  could 
only  meet  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  was  frequently  ia 
council;  fo  that  I  was  neither  prefent  when  it  was 
brought  into  the  houfe,  when  it  paiTed  for  the  moft 
part,  or  was  fent  down  in  parcels,  in  foul  rafed 
papers,  that  I  could  not  well  read,  if  I  had  an  op- 
portunity ;  and  never  heard  it  read  through  before  it 
paft. 

I  believe  moft  are  agreed,  that  if  my  advice  had 
been  taken,  this  would  have  been  the  peaceableft 
feffion  ever  was  in  Ireland-^  whereas  it  has  been  one 
of  the  moft  boifterous.  I  believe  it  was  his  grace  the 
duke  of  OrmoncTs  intereft  to  have  it  quiet )  but  then 
the  managers  condudl  has  (hewed  themfelves  to  be 
neceffary.  I  have  wearied  myfelf  with  this  fcrawll, 
and  perhaps  you  will  be  fo  likewife,    I  am, 

W.  D    B  L I  Na 


LET- 
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LETTER  LV. 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  to  Dr.  Swift, 

Hampton  Court,  Nov.  16,  1711. 

I  Return  you  the  flieet  *,  which  is,  I  think, 
very  correct.  Sunday  morning  I  hope  to  fee  you. 
I  am  fmcerely  your  hearty  friend,  and  obedient 
fervant, 

H.  St.  John* 

I  have  a  vile  ftory  to  tell  you  of  the  moral  philofo- 
pher  Steele, 

LETTER  LVI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sterne. 

SIR,  London,  Dec.  29,  lyri. 

1  He  reafon  I  have  not  troubled  you  this  long 
time  with  my  letters,  was,  becaufe  I  would  not 
difturb  the  quiet  you  live  in,  and  which  the  greateft 
and  wifeft  men  here  would  envy,  if  they  knew ;  and 
which  it  is  one  part  of  your  happinefs  that  they  do 
not.  1  have  often  fent  the  archbifhop  f  political 
letters,  of  which  I  fuppofe  you  have  had  part.  I 

*  *  Probably  of  the  condu6lof  the  allies,  which  was  publifhed 
on  the  tvventy-feventh  of  No'vember,  1 7 1 1 
-f"  *  Archbiihop  of  Dublin^  Dr,  King.'' 

have 
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have  fome  weeks  ago  received  a  letter  from  his  grace, 
which  I  defign  to  acknowledge  in  a  fliort  time  (as 
I  defire  you  will  pleafe  to  tell  him)  when  thine;s  here 
come  to  fome  iffiie ;  and  fo  we  expedl  they  will  do  in 
a  little  time.  You  know  what  an  unexpefted  thin^- 
fell  out  the  firft  day  of  this  feffion  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  %  by  the  caprice,  difcontent,  or  fome  worfe 
motive  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham. 

In  above  twenty  years,  that  I  have  known  fome- 
thing  of  courts,  I  never  obferved  fo  many  odd,  dark, 
unaccountable  circumftances  in  any  public  afEiir.  A 
majority  againft  the  court,  carried  by  five  or  fix  de- 
pending lords,  who  owed  the  beft  part  of  their  bread 
to  penfions  from  the  court,  and  who  tvere  told  by 
the  public  enemy,  that  what  they  did  would  be 
pleafing  to  the  queen,  though  it  was  openly  levelled 
again  the  firft  minifter's  head;  again,  thofe,  whofe 
purfe-ftrings  and  heart-ftrings  were  the  fame,  all  on 
a  fudden  fcattering  their  money  to  bribe  votes:  a 
lord  t  who  had  been  fo  far^always  a  tory,  as  often  to 
be  thought  i-n  the  pretender's  intereft,  gTving  his 
vote  for  the  rum  of  air  his  old  friends,  carelTed  by 
thofe  whigs,  who  hated  and  abhorred  him :  the  whigs 


The  earl  of  Ncttmgham  propofed,  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
a  claufe  to  be  inferted  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  queen  for 
herfpeech,  to  reprefent  to  hermajefty,  as  the  humble  opinion  and 
advice  of  the  houfb,  that  no  peacecould  be  made  fafc  or  honour- 
able to  Gr^^^  Britain  ov  EuropCy  if  Spain  or  the  Wejl-Indies 
were  to  beallowed  to  any  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourhon,  Which 
motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixty-one  votes  to  fifty-five  ' 
t  *  Earl  of  Nottingham.'' 

Vox,.  L  I 
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all  chiming  m  *  with  a  bill  againfl:  oceafional  cott- 
formity;  and  the  very  diffenting  minifters  agreeing 
to  it,  for  reafons  that  nobody  alive  can  tell  f ;  a  re- 
folution  of  breaking  the  treaty  of  peace,  without  any 
poffible  fcheme  of  continuing  the  war:  and  all  this 
owinp-toadoubtfulnefs,  or  inconftancy,  in  one  cer- 
tain quarter,  which,  at  this  diftance,  1  dare  not  de- 
fcribe.  Neither  do  I  find  any  one  perfon,  though 
deepeft  in  affairs,  who  can  tell  what  fleps  to  take. 
On  January  the  fecond,  the  houfe  of  lords  is  to  meet, 

*  <  One  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  earl  o£  Nottingham 
wasfaid  to  have  entered  into  ftria  engagements  with  the  lords  of 
the  moderate  party,  was  their  concurrence  with  him  in  a  bill  to 
prevent  oceafional  conformity,  which  he  had  formerly  uvged,  and 
now  defigned  to  bring  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  though  under  ano- 
ther  title,  and  with  fuch  claufes,  as  would,  in  fome  meafure,  in- 
large  the  toleration  of  diffenters,  and  be  a  farther  fecurity  to  the 
Protettant  fuccefiion,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Accordingly, 
cn  Saturday,  December  is,  171 ^'^^  lo^^^^^P  ^^ought  into  the 
houfe  of  lords  a  bill  for  prefer^-ving  the  Protefant  religion,  by  better 
fecuring  the  church  of  England,  as  by  la^  efablijhed-,  and  for 
confirming  the  toleration  granted  to  the  Protefant  dijjenters,  by  an 
aa,  intituled,  An  Aa  for  exempting  their  Majelties  Proteftant 
Subieas,  diffenting  from  the  church  of  England,  from  the  penal- 
ties of  certain  Laws ;  and  for  the  fupplying  the  defeas  thereof  5 
and for  the  farther fecuring  the  ProtefantfucceJJlon,  by  requiring 
the  praaifers  of  the  la^^v,  in  North  Britain,  to  take  the  oaths,, 
and  fuhfcribe  the  declaration  therein  mentioned.  His  lordfhip  wa^ 
lupportedby  the  earls     Scarborough  and  Wharton,  and  feveral 
other  lords ;  fo  that  the  bill  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time 
without  any  oppofition;  andonthe  i%t\xo{ December,  it  paffed 
the  houfe  of  lords,  as  it  did  that  of  the  commons  on  the  20th  ot 
that  month.* 

f  It  is  faid  the  diffenters  confented  to  be  kept  out,  that  the 
Papifts  might  not  be  let  in. 
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and,  it  Is  expefled,  they  will  go  on  in  their  votesfc 
and  addrefles  againft  a  peace. 

On  the  other  fide,  we  are  endeavouring  to  get  a 
majority,  and  have  called  up  two  earls  fons  to  the 
houfe  of  peers ;  and  I  thought  fix  more  would  have 
been  called,  and,  perhaps,  they  may  before  Wednef- 
day.  We  expedl  the  duke. of  Somerfet  and  lord 
Cholmoiidley  vjWWok  their  places,  but  it  is  not  yet 
done,  and  we  wifti  for  one  more  change  at  court, 
which  you  muft  guefs.  To  know  upon  what  fmall 
circumftances,  and  by  what  degrees,  this  change  has 
been  brought  about,  would  require  a  great  deal 
more  than  I  can  or  dare  write. 

There  is  not  one,  which  I  did  not  give  warning 
of  to  thofe  chiefly  concerned,  many  months  ago;  and 
fo  did  fome  others,  for  they  were  vifible  enough* 
This  mufl  infallibly  end  eitherin  an  entire  change  of 
meafures  and  miniftry,  or  in  a  firm  eftablifliment  of 
our  fide.  Delay,  and  tendernefs  to  an  inveterate 
party,  have  been  very  inftrumental  to  this  ill  ftate 
of  affairs.  They  tell  me,  you  in  Ireland  are  furious 
againfl:  a  peace;  and  it  is  a  great  jeft  to  fee  people 
in  Ireland  furious  for  or  againft  any  thing. 

I  hope  to  fee  you  in  fpring,  when  travelling  wea- 
ther comes  on.  But  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  the  iflTue 
of  this  feffion.  I  reckon  your  hands  are  now  out  of 
mortar,  and  that  your  garden  isfiniflied:  and  I  fup- 
pofe  you  have  now  one  or  two  fifty  pounds  *  ready  for 


^  *  Dr.  Sternem2iAQ  alarge  coIle6lion  of  books,  and  placed  them 
In  the  upperpart  of  the  deanry. houfe  (then  built  by  him)  which 

la  he 
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tooks,  which  I  will  lay  out  for  you,  if  you  will 
give  me  directions. 

I  have  Increafed  my  own  little  library  very  con- 
fiderably;  I  mean  as  far  as  one  fifty  pounds,  which 
is  very  confiderable  for  me,  I  have  j  uft  had  a  letter 
from  the  5/.  Man  ladies,  l^c.  *  I  thought  they 
were  both  dead;  but  I  find  they  fometimes  drink 
your  claret  ftill,  and  win  your  money.  I  am. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

^  You  know  who. 

P.  S.  I  had  fealed  my  letter,  but  have  broke  it 
open,  to  tell  you,  and  all  that  love  the  church  and 
crown,  that' all  things  are  now  well.  The  queen 
has  turned  out  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  and  has  created 
twelve  new  lords,  of  which  three  are  peers  eldeft  fons, 
the  reft  new  created ;  fo  that  a  majority  is  paft  difpute. 
We  are  all  in  the  greateft  joy  imaginable  to  find  her 
majefty  declare  herfelf  fo  feafonably. 

he  fitted  upforthlspurpofe,  m  onegreat  room,  with  a  fire-place 
at  each  end.  He  enlarged  this  colleaion  very  much  m  the  fub- 
fequent  part  of  his  life,  and  when  he  died  bifhop  of  Clogher,  m 
June  17 ^Sy  he  bequeathed  fuch  books  out  of  it,  to  the  truftees  . 
of  the  public  library  in  Dubliny  founded  by  primate  Marjh,  as 
they  wanted.  The  remainder  he  direfted  to  be  fold,  and  the 
money  to  be  divided  amongft  the  curates  of  his  diocefe :  but  as 
thofe  gentlemen  chofe  rather  to  have  the  books  divided  amongft 
them,  their  requeft  was  complied  with  by  the  biftiop's  executors  j 
and  all  the  books,  being  a  great  number,  were  divided  mto  lots 
as  nearly  equal  as  pofilble  in  value,  and  nailed  up  in  boxes,  that 
were  numbered.  Duplicates  of  thefe  numbers  were  written  on 
pieces  of  paper,  and  the  curates  drew  for  them. 
*  «  Mrs.  Job;2fon  and  Mrs.  Dtn^lej: 

LET 
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LETTER  LVII. 
Dr.  SACHEVERELL*to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Southwark,  Jan.  31,  1711-12. 

Since  you  have  teen  pleafed  to  undertake  the  gene*. 
Tous  office  of  foliciting  my  good  lord  treafurer's  far- 
vour  in  my  behalf,  I  fhould  be  very  ungrateful,  if 
I  did  not  return  you  my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  it, 
and  my  humbleft  acknowledgements  to  his  lord/hip 
for  the  fuccefs  it  has  met  with. 

I  received  laft  Monday  a  mefTage  by  my  pupi?, 
Mr.  Lloydj  reprefentative  of  Shropjhire^  from  Mr. 
Harley^  by  his  lordfliip's  order,  to  enquire  what  my 
brother  was  qualified  for,    I  told  him,  having  failed 
in  his  trade,  he  had  been-  out  of  bufinefs  for  fome 
years,  during  which  time  I  had  entirely  maintained 
him  and  his  family:  that  his  education  had  not  qua- 
lified him  for  any  confiderable  or  nice  poft;  but  that 
if  his  lordfhip  thought  him  an  objeft  of  his  favour, 
I  entirely  fubmitted  him  to  his  difpofel,  and  fhould 
be  very  thankful  to  his  goodnefs  to  eafe  me  of  part 
of  that  heavy  burthen  of  my  family,  that  required 
more  than  my  poor  circumftances  could  allow  of. 

I  am  informed  alfo,  that  I  am  very  much 
indebted  to  my  great  contryman,    Mr.  fecretary 

*  This  gentleman's  trial,  upon  an  impeachment,  is  well 
known.  fays,  it  arofe  from  a  foolifh  paffionate  pique  of 

the  earl  of  Godolphiuy  whom  he  was  fuppofed  in  a  fermon  to 
have  refle<5led  on,  under  the  name  of  Volpone,  See  Memoirs  re* 
latif^g  to  the  Change  in  the  ^eerCs  Miniftry^  in  volume  XV.  of 
iS^iviffs  Works, 

1 3  St. 
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St.  John^  for  his  generous  recommendation  of  this 
matter  to  his  lordfhip.  I  fliould  be  proud  of  an  op- 
portunity of  expreffing  my  gratitude  to  that  eminent 
patriot,  for  v/hom  no  one,  that  wiflies  the  welfare  or 
honour  of  his  church  or  country,  can  have  fo  great 

a  veneration. 

But  for  yourfelf,  good  Do£lor,  v/ho  was  the  firft 
fp'ring  to  move  it,  I  can  never  fufficiently  acknow- 
ledo^e  the  obligation.  I  fliould  be  glad,  if  you  will 
command  me,  in  any  time  or  place  to  do  it,  which 
will  be  a  farther  favour  conferred  on,  reverend 
fir,  your  moft  faithful  fervant, 

H.  Sacheverell. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  there  is  a  place  in  the  cuftom-houfe 
void,  called  the  fearchers,  which,  if  proper  to  afk, 
I  would  not  prefume^  but  rather  leave  it  to  his  lord* 
Clip's  difpofah 

LETTER  LVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Johnson*, 

Feb.  9,  1711. 

I  Dined  to-day  with  Sir  Michael  Dudley^  who  is 
newly  turned  out  of  the  commiffion  of  the  cuftoms. 
He  aft*e£ls  a  good  heart,  and  talks  in  the  extremity 

*  Mrs.  yo/j;?yo«  was  a  lady ^  with  whom  .S'oui/?  became  acquaint- 
ed, while  he  lived  with  ^ixJViUiam  Te?nple,  She  was  the  daughter 
of  hisfteward ;  and  when  he  died,  he  left  her  a  thoufand  pounds, 
in  confideration  of  her  father's  faithful  j'ervices.  She  wa  s  about 
38  when  file  went  to  Ireland ^  and  after  a  moft  intimate  friend- 
Ihip  of  more  than  16  years,  fliewas,  in  17 16,  married  to  the 
Dean,  by  Dr.  AJhe,  then  bifliop  of  ClogheVy  to  whom  he  had  been 
a  pupil  in  Trinity  OAlcge^  Dublin^  though  it  is  not  known  that 

they 


[    119  ] 


•€)f  whiggery,  which  wis  always  his  prindple,  though 
he  was  gentle  a  Iktle,  while  he  kept  in  employment. 
We  can  get  no  pacquets  from  Holland.  I  have  not 
been  with  any  of  the  miniftry  thefe  two  or  three  days, 
I  keep  out  of  their  way  on  purpofe,  for  a  certain 
reafon,  for  fome  time,  tho'  I  muft  dine  with  the  fe- 
cretary  *  to-  morrow.  The  choofmg  of  the  company 
being  left  to  me,  I  have  engaged  lord  Anglefey  f  and 
lord  Carteret  J,  and  have  promifed  to  get  three 
more;  but  I  have  a  mind,  that  none  elfe  fhould  be 
admitted.  However,  if  I  like  any  body  at  court  to- 
morrow, I  may  perhaps  invite  them.  I  have  got 
another  cold,  but  not  very  bad. 

icth,  I  faw  prince  Eugene  at  court  to-day  very 
plain.  He  is  plaguy  yellow,  and  literally  ugly  be- 
fides.  The  court  was  very  full,  and  people  had  their 
birth-day  cloaths.  No  pacquets  from  Holland  yet. 
Here  are  a  parcel  of  drunken  whiggifh  lords,  like 
your  lord  Santry^  who  come  into  chocolate-houfes, 
and  rail  aloud  at  the  tories,  and  have  challenges 

ihey  ever  cohabited.  This,  and  the  following  letters,  are  part 
of  thejournal,  which,  in  the  life  of -S'-xc;i//,  ^y^^xqA  to Bathurft's 
edition,  he  is  faid  to  have  written,  and  fent  to  this  lady  every 
fortnight.  The  letters  are  addrefled,  fome  times  to  Mrs.  j^Oi^^/c';/, 
^md  fometimes  to  Mrs.  Dingley ;  and  feem  to  be  confidered  as 
written  not  to  one,  but  both  5  for  they  are  frequently  addrefTed 
jointly  5  "  are  you  houfewives  ?  are  you  readers  j''  See  his 
letter  to  Mrs.  Dingley^  dated  March  22,  1711-12. 
*  St,  John, 

t  Arthur  AnnepyQdivl  oi Anglefey  inWa-les,  and  lord  vifcount 
F alen  da  in  Ireland, 

X  John  lord  Carteret^  afterwards  ambalTador  to  Snj^edeuy 
iord  lieutenant  of  Ireland^  fecretai7  of  Hate,  prefidcnt  of  the 
Co«nci],  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  ead  Granuilk. 
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fent  them,  and  the  next  morning  come  and  beg  par- 
don.   General  Rofs  was  like  to  fwinge  the  marquis 

of  for  this  trick,  the  other  day;    and  wc 

have  nothing  elfe  now  to  talk  of  till  the  parliament 
has  had  another  bout  with  the  Jiate  of  the  war^  as 
they  intend  in  a  few  days.  They  have  ordered 
the  barrier  treaty  to  be  laid  before  them;  and  it 
was  talked  fonie  time  ago,  as  if  there  was  a  defign 
to  impeach  lord  T^ownjhend  who  made  it. 

iith,  I  dined  with  lord  Anglejey  to-day,  who 
had  fevcn  Irljhmen  to  be  my  companions,  of  which 
two  only  were  coxcombs.  One  I  did  not  know,  and 
the  other  was  young  Bligh^  who  is  a  puppy  of  figure 
here,  with  a  fine  chariot.  He  afked  me,  one  day  at 
court,  when  I  had  been  juft  talking  with  fome  lords, 
who  flood  near  me,  Do£lor,  when  fliall  we  fee  you 
in  the  county  of  Meaih?  I  v/hifpered  him  to  take 
care  what  he  faid,  for  the  people  would  think  he  was 
fome  Barbarian.  He  never  would  fpeak  to  me  fmce 
till  we  met  to-day.  I  went  to  lady  Majham^  to  night, 
and  fat  with  lord  treafurer  and  the  fecretary  there 
till  paft  two  o'clock ;  and  when  I  came  home,  found 
fome  letters  from  Ireland^  which  I  read,  but  can  fay 
nothing  of  them  till  to-morrow:  it  is  too  late. 

1 2th,  One  letter  was  from  the  bifhop  of  Clogher 
laft  night,  and  the  other  from  Walls  *  about  Mrs. 
f  Souiks  falary,  and  his  own  penfion  of  eighteen 
pounds  for  his  tithes  of  the  Park.  I  will  do  nothing 
in  either.  The  firft  I  cannot  ferve  in,  and  the  other 

*  Rev.  archdeacon  V/alhy  reftor  of  Cafikhiock  near  Dublin, 
f  Widow  of  Mr.  Souths  a  ccmmifiioner  of  the  revenue  in 
Ireland^  and  one  of  the  rangers  of  the  D^er-Park,  fhacnix, 

is 


is  a  trifle;  only  you  may  tell  him  I  had  his  letter, 
and  will  fpeak  to  Ned  Southwell*  about  what  he  de- 
figns  me.  You  fay  nothing  of  your  dean's  receiving 
my  letter. 

I  find  Clements^  whom  I  recommended  to  lord 
jJnglefey]z{\:  year,  at  //^//j'sdefire,  or  rather  the  bifliop 
of  Clogher^Sj  is  mightily  in  lord  Jnglcfeys  favour. 
You  may  tell  the  bifhop  and  TFdls  fo.  I  faid  to 
lord  Anglefey^  that  I  was  glad  I  had  the  good  luck 
to  recommend  him,  l^c. 

T  dined  in  the  city  with  my  printer  f?  to  confult 
with  him  about  fome  papers  lord  treafurer  gave  me 
laft  night,  as  he  always  does,  too  late.  However,  I 
will  do  fomething  with  them.  My  third  cold  is  a 
little  better,  I  never  had  any  thing  like  it  before,  three  ' 
colds  fucceffively.  Three  mefiengers  came  from 
Holland  to-day,  and  they  brought  over  the  fix  pac- 
quets  that  were  due.  I  know  not  the  particulars  yet; 
for  when  I  was  with  the  fecretary  at  noon,  they  were  . 
juft  opening.  But  on'e  thing  I  find,  Dutch  zxz 
playing  us  tricks,  and  tampering  with  the  French  \ 
they  are  dogs  ;  I  fhall  know  more. 

13th,  I  dined  to-day  privately  with  my  friend 
LevjisX^  at  his  lodging,  to  confult  about  fome  ob- 
fervationsonthebarriertreatv.  Our  news  {xoxaHoU 
land  is  not  good.  The  French  raife  difficulties,  and 
makefuch  offers  to  the  allies,  as  cannot  be  accepted; 

*  Right  Kon.  Eduj,  South-well,  Efqj  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
Ireland, 

f  Mr.  John  Barber,  afterwards  city  and  South- Sea  "^xvciX/^Xy 
and  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1733. 

X  Eraftnns  Le-wis^  fecretary  to  lord  Oxford. 

and 
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nnd  the  Dutch  are  uneafy,  that  we  are  like  to  get 
any  ithing  for  ourfelves ;  and  the  whigs  are  glad  at 
all  this.  I  came  home  early,  and  have  been  very 
bufy  three  or  four  hours.  1  had  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Pratt  to-day  by  a  private  hand,  recommending  the 
bearer  to  me,  for  fomething  I  fhall  not  trouble  my- 
felf  about.  Wejley  vi^rit  to  recommend  the  fame  fel- 
low to  me.  His  expreffion  is,  that  hearing  I  am 
acquainted  with  my  lord  treafurer,  he  defires  I  would 
do  fo  and  fo.  A  matter  of  nothing.  What  puppies 
are  mankind  !  I  hope  I  fhall  be  wifer  when  I  thave 
once  done  with  courts.  1  think  you  have  not  troubled 
me  much  with  your  recommendations.  I  would  do 
you  all  the  fervice  I  could. 

14th,  Our  fociety  dined  to-day  at  Mr.  fecretary's 
houfe.  I  went  there  at  four;  but  hearing  the  houfe 
of  commons  would  fit  late  upon  the  barrier  treaty, 
I  went  for  an  hour  to  Kenfington^  to  fee  lord  Ma- 
Jljains  children.  My  young  nephew  his  fon  of 
fix  months  old,  has  got  a  fwelling  in  his  neck.  I 
fear  it  is  the  evil.  We  did  not  go  to  dinner  till 
eio^ht  at  nip-ht,  and  I  left  them  at  ten.  The  commons 
have  been  very  fevere  on  the  barrier  treaty,  as  you 
will  find  by  their  votes.  A  whig  member  took  out 
the  ConduEf  of  the  Allies  f,  and  read  that  paflage 
about  the  fucceffion  with  great  refentment ;  but 
none  feconded  him.  The  church  party  carried  every 
vote  by  a  great  majority.    The  archbifliop  of  Dublin 

*  Lord  Mafoam  was  probably  one  of  the  fixteen  brothers  ; 
which  accounts  for  S-cviffs  calling  his  fon  nephew.  See  the 
Bote  on  a  letter  from  lord  Harky,  dated  July  17,  17 14. 

j-  A  pamphlet  written  by  the  Dean.    S-ee  his  works. 
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is  fo  railed  at  by  all  who  come  from  Ireland^  that T 
can  defend  him  no  longer.  Lord  Anglejey  alTured 
me,  that  the  llory  of  applying  Pifo  out  of  Tacitus  to 
lord  treafurer  being  wounded  is  true  *.  I  believe 
the  duke  of  ^t-^^^^r^  will  be  admitted  to  our  focietyf 
next  meeting.  To-day  I  publiflied  the  Fable  of 
Midas^  a  poem,  printed  in  a  loofe  half  flieet.  I 
know  not  how  it  will  take  \  but  it  paffed  wonder- 
fully at  our  fociety  to-night.  Mr.  fecretary  read  it 
before  me  the  other  night,  to  lord  treafurer,  at  lord 
Majhams^  where  they  eqlially  approved  of  it.  Tell 
me  how  it  pafles  with  you?  I  think  this  paper  is 
larger  than  ordinary  ;  for  here  is  a  fix  days  journal, 
and  no  nearer  the  bottom.  I  fear  thefe  journals 
are  very  dull. 

15th,  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  dined  by  invitation  wit!i 
a  Scotch  acquaintance,  after  I  had  been  very  bufy 
in  my  chamber,  till  two  in  the  afternoon.  My  third 
cold  is  now  very  troublefomc  on  my  breaft,  efpecially 
in  the  morning.  This  is  a  great  revolution  in  my 
health  j  colds  never  ufed  to  return  fo  foon  with  me, 
or  laft  fo  long.  It  is  very  furprifing  the  news  this 
day  :  the  dauphin  and  dauphinefs,  both  dying 
within  fix  days.  They  fay  the  old  king  is  almoft 
heart-broke  :  he  has  had  prodigious  mortifications  in 
his  family.  The  dauphin  has  left  tvv^o  little  fons,  of 
four  and  two  years  old  ;  the  eldeft  is  fick.  There 
is  afoolifli  ftorygot  about  town,  that  lord  Strafford^ 

*  For  an  account  of  the  treafiirer's  being  wounded,  fee  a 
letter  from  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin^  dated  March  i-jy  1710^ 
jind  note. 

•\  The  fociety  of  fixteen,  called  brothers* 

one 
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one  of  our  plenipotentiaries,  is  in  the  interefts  of 
France:  And  it  has  been  a  good  while  faid,  that  lord 
privy  feal  *  and  he  do  not  agree  very  well  ;  they  are 
both  long  pradlifed  in  bufinefs,  but  neither  of  them 
of  much  parts.  Strafford  hath  fome  life  and  fpirit ; 
but  is  infinitely  proud,  and  wholly  illiterate. 

l6th,  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city  with  my  printer, 
to  finifh  fomething  I  am  doing  about  the  barrier 
treaty  ;  but  is  not  quite  donef.  I  went  this  evening 
to  lord  Mafoams^  where  lord  trcafurer  fat  with  us 
till  paft  twelve.  The  lords  have  voted  an  addrefs 
to  the  queen,  to  tell  her,  they  are  not  fatisfied 
with  the  king  of  France  s  oft'ers.  The  whigs  brought 
it  in  of  a  fudden ;  and  the  court  could  not  prevent 
it,  and  therefore  did  not  oppofe  it.  The  houfe  of 
lords  is  too  ftrong  in  whigs,  notvvlthftanding  the 
new  creations  :  for  they  are  very  diligent,  and  the 
tories  as  lazy  :  The  fide  that  is  down  hath  always 
moft  induftry.  The  whigs  intended  to  have  made  a 
vote,  that  would  refle6l  on  lord  treafurer,  but 
their  projeft  w^as  not  ripe. 

17th.  The  court  was  mighty  full  to-day,  and 
has  been  fo  thefe  many  Sundays ;  but  the  queen  was 
not  at  chapel.  She  has  got  a  little  fit  of  the  gout  in 
her  foot.  The  good  of  going  to  court  is,  that  one 
fees  all  one's  acquaintance,  whom  otherwife  I  fhould 
hardly  meet  twice  a  year.  Prince  Eugene  dines 
with  the  fecretary  to-day,  with  about  feven  or  eight 

»  Dr.  John  Kohinfon,  bifiiop  of  Brijiol  He  was  fworn  lord 
pri\'^' feal,  hept,  3,  17 11. 

f  It  was  publiflied  under  the  title  of  "  Remarks  on  the 
Barrier  Treaty.''    See  Bathiirfx^  edition,  o6lavo,  vol.  ix. 
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general  officers^  or  foreign  minifters.  They  WiH 
be  all  drunk  I  am  fure.  I  never  was  in  companj^ 
with  this  prince.  I  have  propofed  to  fome  lords, 
that  we  Ihould  have  a  fober  meal  with  him  ;  but  I 
cannot  compafs  it.  It  is  conie  over  in  the  Dutch 
news  prints,  that  I  was  arretted  on  an  ailion  of 
2O5O00/.  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  I  did  not 
like  my  court  invitations  to-day;  fo  Sir  Andrem 
Fountain  and  I  went  and  dined  with  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh*. 
I  came  home  at  fix,  and  have  been  very  bufy  till 
this  minute,  and  it  is  paft  tv/elve.  We  reckon  the 
dauphin's  death  will  fet  forward  the  peace  a  good 
deal. 

i8th,  Lezvis  had  Guifcardh  picture ;  he  brought  it, 
and  offered  it  to  lord  treafurer,  who  promifed  to 
fend  for  it,  but  never  did ;  fo  I  made  Lewis  give  it 
me,  and  I  have  it  in  my  room ;  and  now  lord  trea- 
furer fays,  he  will  take  it  from  me.  Is  that  fair  ? 
He  defigns  to  have  it  at  length  in  the  cioaths  he  wwe 
when  he  did  the  a£lion,  and  a  penknife  in  his  hand. 
Kneller  is  to  copy  it  from  this  that  I  have.  I  intended 
to  dine  with  lord  treafurer  to-day,  but  he  has  put 
me  off  till  to-morrow  ;  fo  I  dined  with  lord  Dupplin^ 
You  know  lord  Dupplin  very  well ;  he  is  a  brother 
of  the  fociety  f.  Well,  but  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  the  bifhop  of  Clogher^  to  folicit  an  affair  for  him 
with  lord  treafurer,  and  v/ith  the  parliament,  which 
I  will  do  as  foon  as  fly.    I  am  not  near  fo  keen 

^  *  The  mother  of  Vamffa,  See  an  account  of  her  in  S-vjift\ 
life,  and  the  verfes  called  Cadenus  and  Fanejfa,  See  alfo  the  note 
to  the  Dean's  letter  to  Mifs  Vanhomrlgh^  elated  July  8,  171 3. 
t  Ths  fodety  of  fixteen^ 
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tbout  other  people's  affairs  as  you  ufed  to  reproach 
me.  It  was  a  judgment  on  me.  I  doubt  you  have 
been  in  pain  about  the  report  of  my  being  arretted. 
The  pamphleteers  have  let  me  alone  this  month, 
which  is  a  great  wonder  ;  only  the  third  part  of  the 
anfwer  to  the  condu^^  which  is  lately  come  out. 
Did  I  tell  you  of  it  before  ?  The  houfe  of  commons 
goes  on  in  mauling  the  late  miniftry  and  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

igth,  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer  to-day,  and 
fat  with  him  till  ten  in  fpight  of  my  teeth,  though 
my  printer  waited  for  me  to  correct  a  fheet.  I  told 
him  of  four  lines  I  writ  extempore  with  my  pencil, 
on  a  bit  of  paper  in  his  houfe,  while  he  lay  wounded. 
Some  of  the  fervants,  I  fuppofe,  made  wafte  paper 
of  them,  and  he  never  heard  of  them.  They  were 
infcribed  to  Mr.  Harleys  phyfician,  thus : 

On  Britain  Europe  s  fafcty  lies : 
Britain  is  loft,  if  Harley  dies  : 
Harley  depends  upon  your  {kill : 
Think  what  you  fave,  or  what  you  kill. 

T  propofed  that  fome  company  fliould  dine  with  him 
on  the  eighth  of  March^  which  was  the  day  he  was 
wounded  ;  but  he  fays  he  defigns,  that  the  lords  of 
the  cabinet,  who  then  fat  with  him,  fliould  dine 
that  day  with  him  :  however,  he  has  invited  me  to 
dinner.  I  am  not  yet  rid  of  my  cold ;  it  plagues 
me  in  the  morning  chiefly. 

26th,  After  waiting  to  catch  the  fecretary  coming 
out  from  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  for  two  hours  in  vain^ 
about  fome  bufmefs,  I  went  into  the  city  to  my 

printer 


printer  to  correfl:  fome  fheets  of  the  barrier  treaty,  and 
remarks,  which  muft  be  finifhed  to-morrow.  I  have 
been  hourly  bufy  for  fome  clays  paft,  with  this  and 
_  fome  other  things  ;  and  I  wanted  fome  very  necefTary 
papers,  which  the  fecretary  was  to  give  me,  and  the 
pamphlet  muft  not  be  publifhed  without  them  ;  but 
they  are  all  bufy  too.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  is  chairman 
of  the  committee,  for  drawing  up  a  reprefentation 
of  the  ftate  of  the  nation  to  the  queen,  where  all  the 
wrong  fteps  of  the  allies,  and  the  late  miniftry  about 
the  war,  will  be  mentioned.  The  fecretary  I  fup^ 
pofe,  was  helping  him  about  it  to-day ;  I  believe 
it  will  be  a  pepperer. 

2 1  ft,  I  have  been  fix  hours  to-day  morning  writing 
nineteen  pages  of  a  letter  to  lord  treafurer,  about 
forming  a  fociety  or  academy,  to  correft  and  fix: 
the  Engl'ijh  language.  Is  Englijh  a  fpeech,  or  a 
language  ?  It  will  not  be  above  five  or  fix  more. 
I  will  fend  it  him  to-morrow,  and  will  print  it, 
if  he  defires  me  *.  I  dined,  you  know,  with  our 
fociety  to-day  ;  Thurfday  is  our  day.  We  had  a 
new  member  admitted  ;  it  was  the  duke  of  Beaufort. 
We  were  thirteen  met ;  brother  Onnond  was  not 
there,  but  fent  his  excufe,  that  prince  Eugene  dined 
with  him.  I  left  them  at  feven,  being  engaged  to 
go  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer^  who  defired  I  would  fee 
him  at  that  hour.  His  bufinefs  was,  that  \ 
would  f  hoen  Ibp  ihainm  itaoi  dsroanws  ubpl  tohne 
aroe  qporaenfie  p  not  las  toi  qobn,  vv^hicll  I  con- 

*  It  Is  printed  in  his  works. 

t  Thus  decyphered,  "  help  him  to  draw  up  the  reprefenta- 
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fented  to  do ;  but  do  not  know  whether  I  fiiall  fuc-^ 
ceed,  becaufe  it  is  a  little  out  of  my  way  :  however, 
I  have  taken  my  fhare. 

22d,  I  finiflied  the  reft  of  my  letter  to  lord  trea- 
furcr  to-day,  and  fent  it  to  him  about  one  o'clock ; 
and  then  dined  privately  v/ith  my  frend  Mr.  Lewisy 
to  talk  over  fome  affairs  of  moment.    I  have  gotten 
the  1 3th  volume  of  Rymer's  colleftions  of  the  re- 
cords of  the  Tower ^  for  the  univefity  of  Dublin'^. 
I  will  write  to  the  provoft  to  know  how  I  fhall 
fend  them  to  him  ;  no,  I  won't,  for  I  will  bring  them 
myfelf  among  my  own  books.    I  was  with  Hanmer 
this  morning,  and  there  was  the  fecretary  and  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  f  very  bufy  with  him,  laying 
their  heads  together  about  the  reprefentation.  I  went 
to  lord  Majham's  to-nightj,  and  lady  Majham  made 
me  read  her  a  pretty  two-penny  pamphlet,  called  the 
Si.  Albans  ghoft  |[.    I  thought  I  had  writ  it  my- 
felf; fo  did  they ;  but  I  did  not.    Lord  treafurer 
came  dov/n  to  us  from  the  queen,  and  we  flayed 
till  two  o'clock.    This  is  the  beft  night  place  I  have* 
The  ufual  company  are  lord  and  lady  Majham^  lord 
treafurer.  Dr.  4rbuthnot^  and  I ;  fometimes  the  fe- 
cretary §,  and  fometim.es  Mrs.  Hill^  of  the  bed- 
chamber, lady  MaJ})ams  fifter. 

*  Sec  a  letter  from  lady  B.  G.  to  Dr.  S^lfU  dated  Wb'z;.  7, 
and  note. 

t  *  V.ubert  Benfon,  Efq;  afterwards  created  lord  Binglej: 

X  It  flioiild  be  laft  night,  for  this  appears  to  have  been  writ^ 
ten  after  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

[|  '  The  title  is,  the  ftory  of  St,  Albari^  ghoft,  or  the  appa- 
^kion  of  mother  Haggy,  colkaed  fiom  the  beft  nianufcripts.* 

4  Mr.  St,  John.  , 
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23d,  I  have  no  heWs  to  tell  you  this  laft  day,  nor 
•  do  I  know  where  I  fhall  dine.  I  hear  the  fecretary 
is  a  little  out  of  order*  Perhaps  I  may  dine  there, 
perhaps  not.  I  fent  Hanmer  what  he  wanted  from 
me,  I  know  not  how  he  will  approve  of  it.  I  was 
to  do  more  of  the  fame  fort.  On  Tuefday  it  will  be 
four  weeks  fince  I  had  your  laft,  N''  26.  This  day 
fc'nnight  I  exped  one,  for  that  will  be  fomething 
more  than  a  full  month.  Fareweh 

LETTER  LIX:. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Johnson. 

*  London,  Feb.  23,  lyii-ti.' 

APter  having  difpofed  my  laft  letter  in  the  poft- 
office  I  am  now  to  begin  this,  with  telling  you 
that  I  dmed  with  the  fecretary  to-day,  who  is  much 
out  of  order  with  a  cold,  and  feverift  ;  yet  he  went 
to  he  cabmet  council  to-night  at  fix,  againft  my 
w.lh  The  fecretary  ,s  much  the  greateft  commoner 
m  ^«^/^«^  and  turns  the  whole  parliament,  who 
can  do  nothing  without  him  j  and  if  he  lives,  and 
has  h.s  health,  will,  I  believe,  be  one  day  at  the 
head  of  affairs.    I  have  told  him  fometimes,  that 

J^.s  favour  and  truft  my  fortune  with  his.  But  wh  t 
care  you  for  all  this  ?  I  am  ferry  when  I  came  firft 
acquainted  with  this  miniftry,  ^hat  I  did  not  ftd 
/ou  tne,r  names  and  chara^ers,  and  then  you  would 
W  rei  fted  what  I  would  have  writ,  efJeciaTly  it 
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I  had  let  you  into  ihe  particulafs  of  aiffairs  :  but 

enough  of  this. 

24th,  I  went  early  this  morning  to  the  fecretary, 
who  is  not  yet  well.    Sir  Thomas  Hmmer  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  came  while  I  - was  there 
and  he  would  not  letmeftir ;  fo  Ididnot  go  to  church, 
"but  was  bufy  with  them  till  noon,  about  the  affair 
I  told  you  of  in  my  laft.    The  other  two  went  away, 
and  I  dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  found  my  head 
very  much  out  of  order,  but  no  abfolute  fit  j  and  I 
have  not  been  well  all  this  day.    It  has  ftook  me  a 
little.    I  fometimes  fit  up  very  late  at  lord  Majhams, 
and  have  writ  much  forfeveral  days  paft  ;  but  I  will 
amend  both;  for  I  have  now  very  little  bufinefs,  and 
hope  I  fliall  have  no  more.    I  am  refolved  to  be  a 
great  rider  this  fummer  in  Ireland.    I  was  to  fee 
■Mr.  Wejley  this  evening,  who  has  been  fomewhat 
better  for  this  month  paft,  and  talks  of  returning  to 
the  Bath  in  a  few  weeks.    Our  peace  goes  on  but 
flowly ;  the  Dutch  are  playing  tricks,-'  and  we  do  not 
pulh  it  as  ftrongly  as  we  ought.    The  fault  of  our 
court  is  delav,  of  which  the  queen  has  a  great  deal ; 
and  lord  treafurer  is  not  without  his  fhare.  But 
pray  let  us  know  a  little  of  your  life  and  converfa- 
tion.    Do  you  play  at  ombre,  or  yifit  the  dean,  and 
<yoodv  milss  and  'Stoyte's  *,  and  Afanh/s  \  as  ufual  ? 
1  muft  have  a  letter  from  you.    Let  me  know  what 
you  do ;  is  my  aunt  alive  yet  ?  Oh,  pray,  now  I 
think  of  it,  be  fo  kind  to  ftep  to  my  aunt,  and  take 

»  Alderman  Stoyte,  afterwards  lord  mayor  of  Dublin. 
+  Ifaac  ManUj,  Efq-,  deputy  poft-mafter-general  of  Ireland. 
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hoticc  of  my  great-granfather's  pidliire  ;  you  know 
he  has  a  ring  on  his  finger,  with  a  feal  of  an  anchor 
and  dolphih  about  it  5  but  I  think  there  is  befides^ 
at  the  bottom  of  the  pi£i:ure,  the  fame  coat  of  arms 
quartered  with  another,  which  I  fuppofe  was  my  great- 
grand  mother's.    If  this  be  fo,  it  is  a  ftronger  argu- 
ment than  the  feal.  And  pray  fee  whether  you  think 
that  coat  of  arms  was  drawn  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  pidure,  or  whether  it  be  of  a  later  hand  5  and 
afk  my  aunt  what  flie  knows  about  it.    But  perhaps 
there  is  no  fuch  coat  of  arms  on  the  pidure,  and  I 
only  dreamed  it.  My  reafon  is,  becaufe  I  would  afk 
iome  herald  here,  whether  I  jQiould  chufe  that  coat, 
tr  one  in  Guillim's  large  folio  of  heraldry,  where  my 
uncle  Godwin  is  named  with  another  coat  of  arms  of 
three  flags.    This  is  fad  fluff  to  write. 

25th,  I  was  this  morning  again  with  the  fecretary 
and  we  were  two  hours  bufy  ;  and  then  went  to^- 
gether  to  the  Park,  Hyde^park,  I  mean;  and  he 
walked  to  cure  his  cold,  and  we  were  looking  at  two 
Arabian  horfes,  fent  fome  time  ago  to  lord  treafurer-. 
The  dukQo^  Marlborough's  coach  overtook  us,  with 
his  grace  and  lord  Godolphin  in  it,  but  they  did  not 
fee  us,  to  our  great  fatisfa^ion  ;  for  neither  of  us 
defired  that  either  of  thofe  two  lords  fhould  fee  us 
together.    There  were  half  a  dozen  ladies  riding 
like  cavaliers  to  take  the  air.    My  head  is  better 
to-day.    1  dined  with  the  fecretary  ;  but  vve  did  no 
bufmefs  after  dinner,  and  at  fix  I  walked  into  the 
h-ds ;  then  I  went  to  vifit  Percival  and  his  family 
Jvhom  I  had  feen  but  once  fince  they  came  to  town! 
i  hey  are  going  to        next  month.  Countefs  Doll  of 
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Meath*  IS  fuch  an  owl,  that  wherever  I  vifit^'peoirfe 
are  afkmg  me,  whether  I  know  fuch  an  MJh  lady, 
and  her  figure  and  her  foppery  ?  I  came  home  early, 
and  have  been  amufmg  myfelf  with  tooking  into  one 
of  the  volumes  of  Rymer's  records  of  the  Tower y  and 
am  mighty  eafy  to  think  I  have  no  urgent  bufmefs 
upon  my  hands.  My  third  cold  is  not  yet  off;  I 
fometimes  cough,  and  am  not  right  with  it  in  the 
morning.  Did  I  tell  you,  that  I  believe  it  is  lady 
Majham's  hot  rooms  that  give  it  me  ?  I  never  knevy 
fuch  a  ftove  ;  and  in  my  confcience,  I  believe  both 
my  lord  and  ftie,  my  lord  treafurer,  Mr.  fecretary, 
and  myfelf,  have  all  fuffered  by  it.  We  have  all  had 
colds  together,  but  I  walk  home  on  footr 

26th,  I  was  again  bufy  with  the  fecretary.  Wc 
read  over  fome  papers,  and  did  a  good  deal  of  bufi- 
nefs.  I  dined  with  him,  and  we  were  to  do  more 
bufmefs  after  dinner  ;  but  after  dinner  is  after  din- 
ner ;  an  old  faying  and  a  true,  much  drinking, 
little  thinking.  We  had  company  with  us,  and  nothing 
couldbedone,  I  am  to  go  there  to-morrow.  I  have  now 
nothing  to  do ;  and  the  parliament,  by  the  queen's 
recommendation,  is  to  take  fame  method  for  pre 
venting  libels,  ^c.  which  will  include  pamphlets, 
I  fuppofe.  I  do  not  know  what  method  they  will 
take,  but  it  comes  on  in  a  day  or  two.  To-day  in 
the  morning  I  vifited  upwards  j  firft  I  faw  the  duke 
of  Ormond  below  flairs,  and  gave  him  joy  of  his 


Dorothy,  daughter  to  Ja7n£5  Siopford,  Efq;  and  fecond 
viiUoi  Ed-a:w'dBrah^ZK?fh  ^^^^'^  Meaih,  who  died  22  Feb, 
1 70S,  without  ilTue."* 

being 
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fc^ing  declared  general  in  Flanders ;  then  I  went  up 
one  pair  of  ftairs,  and  fat  with  the  duchefs ;  then 
I  went  up  another  pair  of  ftairs,  and  paid  a  vifit  to 
lady  Betty ;  and  defired  her  woman  to  go  up  to  the 
garret,  that  I  might  pafs  half  an  hour  with  her ; 
but  flie  was  young  and  handfome,  and  would  not. 
The  duke  is  our  prefident  this  week,  and  I  have  be- 
fpoke  a  fmall  dinner  on  purpofe  for  good  example, 
27th,  I  was  again  with  the  fecretary  this  morning ; 
but  we  only  read  over  fome  papers  with  fir  Thomas 
Hanmer  :  then  I  called  at  lord  treafurer's ;  it  was 
h  is  levee-day,  but  I  went  up  to  his  bed-chamber,  and 
faid  what  I  had  to  fay.  I  came  dovvn  and  peeped  in 
at  the  chamber,  where  a  hundred  fools  were  waiting, 
and  two  ftreets  were  full  of  coaches.  I  dined  in  the 
'  city  with  my  printer*,  and  came  back  at  fix  to 
lord  treafurer,  who  had  invited  me  to  dinner,  but  I 
lefufed  him.  I  fat  there  an  hour  or  two,  and  then 
went  to  lord  Majharri^.  They  were  all  abroad  ;  fo 
truly  I  came  home,  and  read  whatever  ftufF  was  next 
me.  I  can  fit  and  be  idle  now,  which  I  have  not 
been  above  ayear  paft.  However,  I  will  ftay  out  the 
fefiion,  to  fee  if  they  have  any  further  commands 
for  me,  and  that  I  fuppofe  will  end  in  April  But 
J  may  go  fomewhat  before,  for  I  hope  all  will  be 
ended  by  then,  and  we  fhall  have  either  a  certain  peace, 
,or  a  certain  war.  The  miniftry  is  continuing  new 
funds  for  money  by  lotteries ;  and  we  go  on  as  if 
the  war  were  to  continue  i  but  I  believe  it  will 
,iiot. 

« 

*  This  printer  was  John  Barber^  afterwards  alderman  and 
Iprd-mayor  of  Ltj^dQtu 

I  28th, 
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28th,  I  have  been  packing  up  fome  books  in  a 
great  box  I  have  bought,  and  muft  buy  another  for 
cloaths  and  luggage.  This  is  a  beginning  toward? 
a  removal.  I  have  fent  to  Holland  for  a  dozen  fliirts, 
and  defign  to  buy  anpthcr  new  gown  and  hat.  1 
have  writ  this  night  to  the  provoft.  Our  fociety 
met  to-day  as  ufual,  and  Vv-e  were  fourteen,  befides 
the  .  earl  oi  Jrran^  whom  his  brother  the  duke  of 
OrmGud  brought  among  us  .againft  all  order.  We 
v/ere  mightily  (hocked;  but  after  fome  whifpers, 
it  ended  in  chufing  lord  Arran  one  of  our  fociety, 
which  I  oppofed  to  his  face ;  but  it  was  carried  by 
all  the  reft  againft  me. 

29th,  This  is  leap-year,  and  this  is  leap-day; 
prince  G gorge  was  born  on  this  day.  People  are 
miftaken;  andfomehere  think  it  is  St.  David's  day  ; 
but  they  do  not  underftandthe  virtue  of  leap-year.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  new,  boys,  and  have  been  reading 
all  this  day  like  gum-dragon;  and  yet  I  was  dilating 
Ibme  trifles  this  morning  to  a  printer.  1  dined  with  a 
friend  hard  by,  and  the  weather  was  fo  difcouraging 
I  could  not  walk.  I  came  home  early,  and  have 
read  two  hundred  pages  of  Jrian  Alexander  the 
Great  is  jufi  dead.  I  do  not  think  he  was  poifoned  : 
betwixt  you  and  me,  all  thofe  ^re  but  idle  ftories. 
Jt  is  certain,  that  neither  Ptolemy ^  nor  Arijlcbulus 
thought  fo,  and  they  were  both  with  him  when  he 
died."^  It  h  a  pity  we  have  net  their  hiftories.  The 
bill  for  limiting  members  of  parliament  to  have  but 

*  «  The  Greeh  hiftorian,  wlp  writ  the  life  oi  Alexander  the 
Great: 

io 
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fo  many  places  paft  the  bcufe  of  commons,  and  will 
pafs  the  l^oufe  of  lords,  in  fpight  of  the  miniftry  ;' 
which  you  know  is  a  great^leflening  of  the  queen's- 
power.  Four  of  the  ne\y,,Jords  voted  againft  the 
court  in  this  point.  It  is  certainly  a  good  bill  in  the 
reign  of  an  iil  prince  ^  but  I  think  things  are  not  fet- 
tled enough  for  it  at  prefent,  md  the  court  may  want 
a  rt^ajority  at  a  pinch. 

March  J,  I  w^nt  into  the  city,  to  enquire  after 
^oox  Stratford^  wIk>  has  puthimfelf  aprifoner  into  the 
^ueeris  Bmchy  for  which  his  fri^n^s  blame  him  very 
much,  becaufe  his  creditors  defigned  to  be  very  eafy 
with  him.  He  grafped  at  too  many  things  together, 
and  that  wii§  h:i$  juii);  There  is  one  circumftance. 
relative  to  lieutenant-general  Meredith^  that  is  very 
melancholy  :  Meredith  was  turned  out  of  all  his  em- 
ployments laft  year,  and  had  about  io,ocoI.  left  to 
live  on.  upon  friendfhip,  defired  he  might 

have  the  management  of  it  for  Merediihy  to  p^t  it 
into  the  funds  and  ftocks  for  the  beft  advantage  ; 
and  nov/  he  has  loft  it  all.  You  have  heard  me 
often  talk  of  Stratford  \  we  v/ere  clafs-fellows  at 
fchool  and  univerfity.  I  dined  with  fome merchants, 
his  friends,  to-day,  and  they  faid  they  expefted  his 
breaking  this  good  while.  I  gave  him  notice  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  while  it  was  a  fecret,  of  v/hich  he 
might'  have  made  good  ufe,  but  that  helped  to  ruin 
him ;  for  he  gave  money,  reckoning  there  would 
be  aftually  a  peace  for  this  time,  and  confequently 
ftocks  to  rife  high.  Ford,  narrowly  efcaped  lofing 
500I.  by  him,  and  fo  did  I  too. 

K  4 


Std,  Morning.  I  was  awakened  at  three  this  morn* 
ing,  my  man  and  the  people  of  the  houfe  telling 
me  of  a  great  fire  in  the  Hay-Market*.  T  flept  again, 
and  two  hours  after  my  man  came  in  again,  and  told 
me  it  was  my  poor  brother  Sir  William  Wyndhamh\ 
houfe  that  is  burned  ;  and  that  two  maids  leaping 
out  of  an  upper  room  to  avoid  the  fire,  fell  both  on 
theirheads,  one  of  them  upon  the  iron  fpikes  before  the 
door,  and  both  lay  dead  in  the  ftreets.  It  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  fome  carleflhefs  of  one  or  both  thofe 
maids.  The  duke  oi  Ormond  was  there  helping  to 
put  out  the  fire.  Brother  Wyndham  gave  6000K 
but  a  few  months  ago  for  that  houfe,  as  he  told  me, 
and  it  was  very  richly  furniflied,  I  fhall  know  more 
particulars  at  night.  He  married  lady  Catherine  Sey- 
mour^ the  duke  of  Somerfet's  daughter  5  you  know 
her  I  believe.  , 

At  night.  Sir  William  Wyndham^s  young  child 
efcaped  very  narrowly )  lady  Catherine  efcaped  bare-* 
foot ;  they  all  went  to  Northumberland  houfe.  Mr, 
Bridge's  hpufe  at  next  door  is  damaged  much,  and 
was  like  to  be  burned.  Wyndham  has  loft  above 
1,0,000 1.  by  this  accident.    His  lady  above  a  thou-* 

*  This  was  a  miftake  :  it  appears  by  the  next  fentence  that 
Sir  William  Wyndhanis  houfe  was  burnt,  and  he  then  lived  in 
Albemarle -Jlreet,  The  burning  of  Sir  William\  houfe  in  Air 
he7narle-Jireety  during  the  night  between  the  ill  and  2d  of 
March^  I7i2>  is  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  four  years 
of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 

\  Wyndham  was  51  brother  of  the  focicty. 
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fand  pound's  worth  of  cloaths.  He  was  not  at  court 
to-day.  I  dined  v/ith  lord  Ma/ham,  The  queea 
was  not  at  church. 

3d,  Pray  tell  fP^alls,  that  I  fpoke  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond  and  Mr.  Southwell  about  his  friend's  affair,- 
who,  I  find,  needed  not  me  for  a  folicitor  ;  for  they 
both  told  me  the  thing  would  be  done.  I  likewife 
mentioned  his  own  affair  to  Mr.  Southwell^  and  I 
hope  that  will  be  done  too ;  for  Southwell  feems  to 
think  it  reafonable,  and  I  will  mind  him  of  It  again. 
TelJ  him  this  nakedly.  You  need  not  know  the 
particulars.  They  arefecrets,  one  of  them  is  about 
Mrs.  South  having  a  penfion ;  the  other  about  his 
falary  from  the  government  for  the  tithes  of  the 
park  that  lies  in  his  parifti,  to  be  put  upon  the 
cftablifliment.  I  dined  in  the  city  with  my  printer, 
with  whom  I  had  fome  fmall  affair.  I  have  no  large 
work  on  my  hands  now.  I  was  with  lord  trea- 
furer  this  morning;  anddined  with  the  dean.  Monday 
is  parfon's  holiday. 

4th,  I  fat  to-day  with  poor  Mrs.  Wejley^  who 
made  me  dine  with  her.  She  is  much  better  than 
fhe  was.  I  heartily  pray  for  her  health  out  of  the 
intire  love  I  bear  to  her  worthy  hufband.  This  day 
hath  paffed  very  infignificantly.  But  it  is  a  great 
comfort  to  me  now,  that  I  can  come  home  and  read, 
and  have  nothing  upon  my  hands  to  write.  I  was 
at  lord  Majhams  to-night,  and  llayed  there  till  one* 
Lord  treafurer  was  there  ;  but  I  thought  he  looked 
melancholy,  juft  as  hedid  at  the  beginning  of  the  fef- 
fion,  and  he  was  not  fo  merry  as  ufual.  In  fhort, 
ithe  majority  in  the  houfe  of  lords  is  a  very  weak  one. 

He 


fee  ha?  much  to  do  to  keep  it  up  ;  and  he  is  not  able 
to  make  thole  removes  he  would,  and  oblige  hia 
friends  ;  and  I  doubt  too  he  does  not  take  care 
enough  about  it,  or  rather  cannot  do  all  himfelf,  and 
will  not  employ  others  ;  which  is  his  great  fault,'  as 
I  have  often  told  you. 

5th,  I  wifli  you  a  merry  Lent,  I  hate  Lent  ;  I 
hate  difFerent  diets ^  and  furmity  and  butter,  and  herb 
porridge  ;  and  the  four  devout  faces  of  people,  who 
only  put  on  religion  for  feven  weeks,  I  was  at  the 
fecretarv's  office  this  morning  ;  and  there  a  gentle- 
man brought  me  two  letters,  dated  laft  05loher one 
from  thebil'hop  of  C/c'^/??6'r,  and  the  other  from  Walls, 
The  gentleman  is  called  coIoikI  Neivburgh,  I  think 
you  mentioned  him  to  me  fpme  time  ago.  He  ha^ 
bufinefs  in  the  boufe  of  lords.  J  will  do  him  what 
fervice  i  can.  The  repreientation  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  is  printed ;  I  have  not  feen  it  yet  ;  it  is 
plaguy  fevere^they  fay.  I  dined  with  Dr.  Arbuthnot 
and  had  a  true  lenten  dinner,  not  in  point  of  victuals, 
but  fpleen;  for  his  v^ife  and  a  child  or  two  were  fick 
in  the  houfe,  and  that  was  fujl  a3  m.ortifying  as  fifn. 
We  have  had  mighty  fme  cold  frofty  weather  for 
fome  days  paft,  I  hope  you  take  the  advantage  of 
it;  and  walk  now  and  then.  You  never  anfwer  that 
part  of  my  letters,  where  I  defire  you  to  walk.  I 
muft  keep  my  breath  to  cool  my  lenten  porridge. 

6th,  1  hear  Mr.  Prior  has  fufFered  by  Stratford\ 
breakinr.  I  was  vefterday  to  fee  Prior ^  who  is  not 
well,  and  I  thought  he  looked  melancholy.  He  can 
ill  afford  to  lofe  money.  I  walked  before  dinner  in 
the  AUH  a  good  while  with  lord  Arran  and  lord 

Pupplifh 
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DuppUn^  two  of  my  brothers,  and  then  we  went  to 
dinner,  where  the  duke  Beaufort  was  our  prefident 
We  were  but  eleven  to-day. 

We  are  now  in  all  nine  lords  and  ten  commoners^ 
The  duke  of  Beaufort  had  the  confidence  to  propofe 
his  brother-in-law,  the  earl  of  Dorfety  to  be  a  mem- 
ber ;  but  I  oppofed  it  fo  warmly,  that  it  was  waved. 
Dorfet  is  not  above  twenty,  and  we  will  have  no 
more  boys,  and  we  want  but  two  to  make  up  oup 
number.  I  ftayed  till  eight,  and  then  we  all  went 
away  foberly.  The  duke  of  Ormondes  treat  laft: 
week  coft  20/.  though  it  was  only  four  difhes,  and 
four  without  a  defert ;  and  I  befpoke  itJa  order 
to  be  cheap,  yet  I  could  not  prevail  to  change  the 
houfe.  hoxA  Mafoam  made  me  go  home  with/him 
to  eat  boiled  oyfters.  Take  oyfters,  wafh  them 
clean ;  that  is,  wafh  their  fhells  clean  ;  then  put 

^  your  oyfters  into  an  earthen  pot,  v/ith  their  hollow 
fides  down,  then  put  this  pot  covered  into  a  great 
kettle  with  water,  and  fo  let  them  boil.  Your 
oyfters  are  boiled  thus  in  their  ov/n  liquor,  and  not 
mixed  with  water.  Lord  treafurer  was  not  with  us : 
he  was  very  ill  to-day  with  a  fwimming  in  the  head, 
and  is  gone  to  be  cupped,  and  fent  to  defire  lady 
Majham  to  excufe  him  to  the  queen. 

7th,  I  was  to-day  at  the  houfe  of  lords  about  ^ 
friend's  bill.    Then  I  croffed  the  water  at  Weftmin- 

fier  ftairs  to  Southward,  went  through  St.  George^ s 
Fields  to  the  yl/m/,  which  is  the  dominion  of  theZ'mA 
Bench  prifon,  where  Stratford  lodges  in  a  blind  alley, 
and  writ  to  me  to  come  to  him ;  but  he  was  gone 
to  the  Change.   I  thought  he  had  fomething  to  fay  to 
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me  about  his  own  affairs.  I  found  him  at  his  ufual 
coffee-houfe,  and  went  to  his  old  lodgings,  and 
dined  with  him  and  his  wife,  and  other  company. 
His  bufinefe  was  only  to  defire  I  would  intercede 
with  the  miniftry  abouthis  brother-in-law,  Benjamin 
Burton  of  Dublin^  the  banker,  who  is  like  to  come 
into  trouble,  as  we  hear,  about  fpreading  falfe 
whiggifli  news.  Mrs.  Stratford  tells  me  her  hufband's 
creditors  have  confented  to  give  him  liberty  to  get 
up  his  debts  abroad  ;  and  {he  hopes  he  will  pay  them 
all.  He  was  chearfuller  than  T  have  feen  him  this 
great  while.    I  have  walked  much  to-day. 

8th,  This  day  twelve  months  Mr.  Harley  was 
ftabed*.  He  is  ill,  and  takes  phyfic  to-day,  I 
hear,  ('tis  now  morning)  and  cannot  have  the  cabi^ 
net-council  with  him,  as  he  intended,  nor  me  to  fay 
grace.  I  am  going  to  fee  him.  Pray  read  the  re- 
prefentation  ;  itis  the  fineft  that  ever  was  writ.  Some 
of  it  is  my  ftile  ;  but  not  very  much.  This  is  the 
day  of  the  queen's  accellion  to  the  crown,  fo  that  it 
is  a  great  day.  I  am  going  to  court,  and  will  dine 
with  lord  Majham ;  but  I  muft  go  this  moment  to 
the  fecretary,  about  fome  bufmefs ;  fo  J  will  fea| 
\ip  this,  and  put  it  in  the  poft.  Farewel. 

*  Sc^  the  next  letter^  and  note  on  paragraph  datcjd  13, 
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LETTER  LX. 
Dr,  Swift  to  Mrs,  Johnson, 

London,  March  S,  1711-11  • 

I  Carried  my  forty- fecond  letter  in  my  pocket  till 
evening,  and  then  put  it  in  the  general  poft,  I 
went  in  the  morning  to  fee  lord  treafurer,  who  had 
taken  phyfic,  and  was  drinking  his  broth.  I  had 
been  with  the  fecretary  before,  to  recommend  a 
friend,  one  Dr.  Friend^  to  be  phyficlan-general  ^ 
and  the  fecretary  promifed  to  mention  it  to  the  queen* 
I  can  ferve  every  body  but  myfelf.  Then  I  went 
to  court,  and  carried  lord  keeper  and  the  fecretary 
to  dine  with  lord  Majham^  when  we  drank  the  queen 
and  lord  treafurer  v^ith  every  health,  becaufe  this 
was  the  day  of  his  ftabbing.  Then  I  went  and 
played  at  picquet  with  lady  Majham  arid  Mrs.  i////; 
won  ten  ftiillings,  gave  a  crown  to  the  box,  and 
came  home.  Did  I  tell  you  of  a  race  of  rakes, 
called  the  Mohocks,  that  play  the  devil  about  thi$ 
tov/n  every  night,  flit  people's  nofes^  and  beat 
them  ? 

9th,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  and  nobody  invited 
me  to  dinner,  except  one  or  two,  whom  1  did  not 
care  to  dine  with ;  fo  I  dined  with  Mrs.  Vanhomrivh. 
Young  Davenant  was  telling  us,  how  he  was  fet 
lipon  by  the  Mohocks,  and  how  they  ran  his  chair 
through  with  a  fword.    It  is  not  fafe  being  in  the 

ftreets 


ftreets  at  rilght.  The  bifhop  of  Salisbury's  fon  * 
faid  to  be  of  the  gang.  They  are  all  whigs.  A 
great  lady  fent  to  me,  to  fp^ak  to  her  father,  and  to 
lord  treafurer,  to  have  a  care  of  them,  and  to  be 
careful  likewife  of  myfelfv  for  flie  heard  they  had 
malicious  intentions  againft  the  miniftry,  and  their 
friends.  I  know  not  whether  there  be  anv  thins;  in 
this,  tho"*  others  are  of  the  fame  opinion.-  The  wea- 
ther ftill  continues  very  fair  and  frofty.  I  walked 
in  the  park  this  evening,  and  came  home  early,  to 
avoid  the  Mohocks.    Lord  treafurer  is  better. 

lOth,  I  went  this  morniiig  again  to  lord  treafurer, 
who  is  quite  recovered,  and  I  ftayed  till  he  went  out. 
I  dined  with  a  friend  in  the  city,  about  a  little  bu- 
finefs  of  printing;  but  not  my  own*  You  muft  buy 
a  fmall  two-penny  pamphlet,  called,  Lavj  is  a  hot- 
icmlefs  Pit  f.  It  is  very  prettily  written,  and  there 
will  be  a  fecond  part*  The  commons  are  very  flow 
in  bringing  in  their  bill  to  limit  the  prefs,  and 
the  pamphleteers  make  good  ufe  of  their  time  ;  for 
there  come  out  three  or  four  every  day. 

II th,  Lord  treafurer  has  lent  the  long  letter  I  writ 
him  to  Prior  and  I  can't  get  Prior  to  return  it.  I 
want  to  have  it  printed,  .and  to  make  up  this  aca- 
demy for  the  improvement  of  our  language.  I 
dined  privately  with  my  friend  Lewis,  and  then 
went  to  fee  Ned  Souilnvell,    and  talked  w^ith  him 

*  *  Thomas  Burnet f  Efq;  then  at  the  Temple,  afterwards  con- 
ful  at  Lifion,  and  at  laft  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Kmg's  Bench, 

f  Or,  The  Hijlory  of  John  Bull,  written  by  Dr.  Arhuthnoti 
1t)ut  printed  with  Shift's  works. 

J,  Concerning  the  Engltjh  Langua'gc^ 

about 
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about  WalU\  bufinefs,  and  Mrs*  SomV^.  The 
latter  will  be  done;  but  his  own  not.  Southwell tdh 
me,  that  it  muft  be  laid  before  my  lord  treafurer,  and 
the  nature  of  it  explained,  and  a  great  de^il  of  clutter, 
which  is  not  worth  the  while ;  and  may  be,  lord 
treafurer  won't  do  it  at  laft;  and  it  is,  as  Walls  fays 
himfelf,  not  above  forty  {hillings  a  year  difference. 

I2th,  There  is  the  devil  and  all  to  do  with  thefc 
Mohocks.    Grubjireet  papers  about  them  fly  like 
lightning,  and  a  lift  printed  of  near  eighty  put  into 
fevera!  prifons,  and  all  a  lye;  and  I  begin  almoft 
to  think  there  is  no  truth,  or  very  little,  in  the  whole 
llory.    He  that  abufed  Davenant^  was  a  drunkeij 
gentleman  ;  none  of  that  gang.    My  man  tells  me, 
that  one  of  the  lodgers  heard  in  a  cofFee-houfe,  pub^ 
licly,  that  one  defign  of  the  Mohocks  was  upon  me, 
if  they  could  catch  me;  and,  though  I  believe  no- 
thing of  it,  I  forbear  walking  late,  and  they  have 
put  me  to  the  charge  of  feme  fliillings  already.  I 
dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer,  and  two  gentlemen 
of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland'^  yet  very  polite  men* 
I  fat  there  till  nine,  and  then  went  to  lord  Ma^ 
Jharris^  where  lord  treafurer  followed  me,  and  we 
fat  till  twelve;  and  I  came  home  in  a  chair,  for 
fear  of  the  Mohocks ;  and  I  have  given  him  warning 
of  it  too.    Little  Harrifon^  whom  I  ferit  to  Holland^ 
is  now  adually  made  queen's  fecretary  at  the  Hague. 
It  will  be  in  the  Gazette  to-morrow.    It  is  worth 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  *. 

*  See  a  letter  from  this  gentleman  to  the  Dean,  dated  Bec^^ 
1712. 

Here 
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Here  is  a  young  felbw^  who  has  writ  fome  fea^ 
eclogues,  poems  of  mermen,  refembling  poftorals  of 
Ihepherds,  and  they  are  very  pretty.  The  thought 
is  new;  mermen  are  he-mermaids,  tritons,  natives 
of  the  fea.  Do  you  underftand  me?  I  think  to  re- 
commend him  to  our  fociety  to-morrow.  His  name 
is  Diaper  *y  p — on  him;  I  muft  do  fomething  for 
him^  and  get  him  out  of  the  way^,  I  hate  to  have 
any  new  wits  rife;  but  when  they  do  rife,  I  would 
encourage  them :  they  tread  on  our  heels,  and  thruft 
us  off  the  ftage. 

13th,  You  would  laugh  to  fee  cur  printer  con^ 
ftantly  attending  our  fociety  after  dinner,  and 
bringing  us  whatever  new  thing  he  has  printed,  which 
he  feldom  fails  to  do.  Lord  Land/dowriy  one  of  our 
fociety,  was  ofFended  at  a  paflage  in  this  day's  Exa'^ 
miner y  which,  he  thinks,  reflefts  on  him,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  does,  though  in  a  mighty  civil  way.  It  is 
only  that  f  his  underlings  cheat ;  but  that  he  is  a 

*  *  John  Diaper y  educated  at  B alio!  College y  Oxford.'* 

f  *  In      Examiner y  Vol.  II.  No.  15.  from  Tnefdayy  March 

6,  XoTuefdajy  March       171 1,  was  publiflied  the  following 

letter,  addreffed  to  the  Examiner."' 

SIR, 

You  have  been  fo  taken  up  with  ccnfuring  the  corntptionS 
cf  the  adverfe  party y  that  you  feem  to  have  wanted  eitiier  time 
or  difpofition,  to  take  notice  of  thofc  among  your  j  which 
tho'  not  iofagranty  or  univerfal,  do  daily  produce  very  pernici- 
ous confequences.  I  know  a  certain  perfon  in  employment, 
who  befides  the  firmnefs  of  his  principles y  in  refpe^l  to  the  pre- 
fent  proceedings  of  the  court,  is  a  man  of  undoubted  honour 
and  virtue,  gf  admirable  fenfe  and  learning,  and  every  way  qua- 
lified 
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very  fine  gentleman  every  way,  &c.  Lord  Orrery 
was  prefident  to-day;  but  both  our  dukes  were  ab- 
fent.  Brother  f^ynSam  recommended  Diaper  to  the 
fociety.     I  believe  we  fhall  make  a  contribution 


jfied  for  the  execution  of  any  office.  I  am  con  vinced  as  much  as  it 
is  poffible  to  be  of  any  truth,  that  no  ^ri^/?  whatlbevercan  corrupt 
his  integrity,  or  fway  him  in  the  leaft  to  aft  againft  his  opinion  5 
being  juft  and  liberal  in  his  nature,  and  eafy  in  his  fortune  :  yet 
fo  it  happens,  that  there  are  no  where  gi  eater,  or  grofTer  abufes  | 
no  where  more  bribery  and  oppreffion,  than  what  are  pra6lifed  by 
thofc,  who  areemployed  under  him.  The  worftof  itis,  thatthefe 
mifchiefs  are  the  accidental  cfFe6ls  of  this p^rfon's  good  qualities, 
whofe  fpirit  being  above  any  fordid  aims  of  his  own,  can  never 
be  brought  to  fufpea  them  in  thofe,  whom  he  hath  thought  fit 
to  truft.  This  candid  difpofition  not  only  unqualifies  him  from 
fufpeaing  any  abufes  in  his  officers  ^  butlikcwife  from  admitting 
orbelicving  whatever  complaints  aremade  againft  them.  Bythis 
means,  the  public  is  wholly  difappointed  of  all  the  good  efFea?, 
it  might  hope  from  a  worthy  man  being  in  employment.  The 
chief  underlings,  by  oppreffing  not  only  thofe,  who  apply  to 
them  for  bufmefg,  but  their  own  inferiors  in  office,  growtomuch 
greater  riches  than  their  mafter;  and  it  is  an  aggravation,  that 
fmce  the  public  muft  be  defrauded,  the  profit  Ihould  accrue  to 
thofe,  who  leaft  dcferve  it.    I  hope  all  thofe,  who  are  in  high 
ftation,  if  they  chance  to  read  this  paper,  will  from  hence  take 
the  hint  to  examine  amongft  their  dependants,  by  what  means 
fome  of  them  have  come,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  to  fuch  a  prodigious 
wealth 5  and  thereupon  proceed  to  punifli  thofe  crimes,  fionx 
which  themfelves  are  fo  exempt.    I  therefore  def^c  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  print  this  letter  in  your  next  paper,  if  you  think  it  d.e- 
fci-ves  that  honour,  and  give  the  public  and  me  yo^r  opinioa 
of  the  matter. 

I  am,  with  much  refpc^,  fir. 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
^OL,  I,  L  among 
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among  ourfelves,  which  I  don't  like.  Lord  trea- 
furer  has  yet  done  nothing  for  us ;  but  we  fhall  try 
him  foon.  The  company  parted  early;  but  Friend^ 
and  Prior  J  and  I,  fat  a  while  longer,  and  reformed 
the  ftate,  and  found  fault  with  the  miniftry.  Prior 
hates  his  commiflion  of  the  cuftoms,  becaufe  it  fpoils 
his  wit.  He  fays  he  dreams  of  nothing  but  cockets, 
and  dockets,  and  drawbacks,  and  other  jargon, 
words  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  Our  good  weather  went 
away  yefterday,  and  the  nights  are  now  dark,  and 
I  came  home  before  ten. 

14th,  f  have  been  plagued  this  morning  with  fo- 
licitors,  and  with  nobody  more  than  my  brother.  Dr. 
Friendy  who  muft  needs  have  me  get  old  Dr.  Law^ 
rence^  the  phyfician-general,  turned  out,  and  himfelf 
in.  He  has  argued  me  fo  long  upon  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  it,  that  I  am  fully  convinced  it  is  very  un- 
reafonable;  and  fo  I  would  tell  the  fecretary,  if  I 
had  not  already  made  him  fpeakto  the  queen.  Be- 
fides,  I  know  not  but  my  friend.  Dr.  Arhuihnoty 
would  be  content  to  have  it  himfelf,  and  I  love  him 
ten  times  better  than  Friend.  What's  all  this  to  you  ? 
but  I  muft  talk  of  things  as  they  happen  in  the  day, 
whether  you  know  any  thing  of  them  or  not.  I  dined 
in  the  city,  and,  coming  back,  one  parfon  iJ/VZ^^r^- 
yi«*,  oi  Ireland^  overtook  me.    He  was  herelaft 

*  «  John  Richard/on f  a  clergyman  of  Ireland,  who  in  171 1, 
publiflied  at  Dublin,  in  quarto,  A  Propofal  for  the  con^erfion 
tfthe  Popijh  Natives  o/Ireland,  to  the  ejlablijhed  religion.  IVith 
ibe  keafons,  upon  uuhich  it  is  grounded,  and  an  Anf'wer  to  the 
Ohjeaions  made  to  it.  And  in  171 3  he  publiftied,  at  London, 
in  o^avo,  JJhort  Hiprjf  of  the  Attempts,  that  hav^  bmmade 
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fummer,  upon  a  projea  of  converting  the /nyi^,  and 
printing  bibles,  £sfr.  in  that  language,  and  is  now 
returned  to  purfue  it.  He  tells  me,  Dr.  Coghill 
came  laft  night  to  town.  I  will  fend  to  fee  how  he 
does  to-morrow. 

15th,  I  had  intended  to  be  early  with  the  fecretary 
this  morning,  when  my  man  admitted  up-ftairs  one 
Mr.  Newcomb^  an  officer,  who  brought  me  a  letter 
from  the  bifhop  of  Clogher^  with  fours  lines  added  by 
Mrs.  jljhe^  all  about  that  Neiucomb.   I  think,  indeed, 
his  cafe  is  hard ;  but  God  knows  whether  I  (hall  be 
able  to  do  him  any  fervice.    People  will  not  under- 
ftand:  l  am  a  very  good  fecond,  but  I  care  not  to 
begin  a  recommendation,  unlefs  it  be  for  an  intimate 
friend.    However,  I  will  do  what  I  can.    I  miffed 
the  fecretary,  and  then  walked  to  Chelfea,  to  dine 
with  the  dean  of  Chrijl-church  *,  who  was  engaged 
to  lord  Orrery^  with  fome  other  Chr'ijl^churchvntn. 
He  made  me  go  with  him,  whether  I  would  or  no; 
for  they  have,  this  long  time,  admitted  mzTiChri/^ 
church  man.  Lord  Orrery  f,  generally  every  winter, 
gives  his  old  acquaintance  of  that  college  a  dinner! 
There  were  nine  clergyman  at  table,  and  four  Jayl 

io  concert  the  Pi^pijb  Natives  0/ Ireland  to  the  ejlablijhed religion. 
With  a  propofal  for  their  con^erfwn,  anda^indicationoj  Arch^ 
hi/hop  Ufher's  opinion  concerning  the  performance  of  divine  offices 
to  them  in  their  o^Lvn  language.  The  fecond  edition  mjith  additions 
In  the  title-page  the  author  ftiles  himfelf  reaorof  alias 
Belturbet,  in  the diocefe  of  Kilmorem  Ireland,  and  chaplain  to 
his  Grace  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  the  lord  bi£hop  o^Clogher.' 
^  *  *  Dr.  Francis  Attcrbury,  who  was  promoted  to  that  deanry 
in  September  171 1,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Hemy  Aldrich: 
t  CharksMjkmyi^xiXQv  of  the  machine  called  the  Qrrery, 

L  2  n^eu 
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men.  The  dean  and  I  foon  left  them;  and  after  a 
vifit  or  two,  I  went  to  lord  Majham's ;  and  lord  trea- 
furer,  Arbuthnot,  and  I  fat  till  twelve.  I  came  home 
a-foot,  but  had  my  man  with  me.  Lord  treafurer 
advifed  me  not  to  go  in  a  chair,  becaufe  the  Mohocks 
infult  chairs  more  than  they  do  thofe  on  foot.  They 
think  there  isfome  mifcheivouidefign  in  thofe  villains. 
Several  of  them,  lord  treafurer  told  me,  are  adually 
taken  up.  I  heard,  at  dinner,  that  one  of  them  was 
killed  laft  night.  We  fhall  know  more  in  a  little 
time. 

i6th,  This  morning,  at  the  fecretary  s,  I  met 
general  Rofsy  and  recommended  Newcomb's  cafe  to 
him,  who  promifes  to  join  me  in  working  up  the 
duke  of  Ormond  to  do  fomething  for  him.  Lord 
Winchelfia  told  me  to-day  at  court,  that  two  of  the 
Mohock's  caught  a  maid  of  old  lady  mnchelfea's,  at 
the  door  of  their  houfe  in  the  Park,  with  a  candle, 
as  {he  had  j  uft  lighted  out  fomebody.    They  cut  her 
face,  and  beat  her  without  any  provocation.  I  hear 
my  friend  Lewis  has  got  a  Mohock  in  one  of  the 
meffengers  hands.    1  he  queen  was  at  chuch  to- 
day, but  v/as  carried  in  an  open  chair.    She  has  got 
an  ugly  cough,  as  Jrbulhnot,  her  phyfician,  fays. 
I  dined  wich  Crm,  late  governor  of  Barbadoes,  an 
acquaintance  of  Sterne's.    After  dinner,  I  alked 
him,  whether  he  had  heard  of  SierneP   Here  he  is, 
faid  he,  at  the  door  in  a  coach;  and  in  came  Sterne. 
He  has  been  here  this  week.  He  is  buying  a  captain- 
(hip,  in  his  coufm  Sterne's  regiment.    He  told  me, 
he  left  Jemmy  Leigh  playing  at  cards  with  you.  He 
is  to  give  eight  hundred  guineas  for  hi$  commiffion. 
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17th,  Dr.  SacheV£rell  came  this  morning,  to  give 
me  thanks  for  getting  his  brother  an  employment. 
It  was  but  fix  or  feven  weeks  fince  I  fpoke  to  lord 
treafurer  for  him.  Sacheverell  brought  Trap  *  along 
with  him.  We  dined  together  at  my  printer's,  and 
I  fat  with  them  till  feven.  I  little  thought,  and  I 
believe  fo  did  he,  that  ever  I  fliould  be  his  folicitor 
to  the  prefent  miniftry,  when  I  left  Ireland.  This 
is  the  feventh  I  have  now  provided  for  fince  I  came, 
and  can  do  nothing  for  myfelf.  I  don't  care;  Ifliall 
have  minijlries  and  other  people  obliged  to  me.  Trap 
is  a  coxcomb,  and  the  other  is  not  very  deep;  and 
their  judgment  in  things  of  wit  and  fenfe,  is  mira- 
culous. The  fecondpartof  Law  is  a  hottomlefs  Pit 
is  juft  now  printed,  and  better,  I  think,  than  the 
firft. 

1 8th,  There  is  a  proclamation  out  againft  theMo- 
hocks.  One  of  thofe  that  are  taken,'^is  a  baronet. 
I  dined  with  poor  Mrs.  JVeJley^  who  is  returned  to 
the  Bath.  I  walked  this  ^evening  in  the  park,  and 
metPmr,  who  made  me  go  home  with  him,  where 
I  fiayed  till  paft  twelve,  and  could  not  get  a  coach, 
and  was  alone,  and  was  afraid  enough  of  the  Mo- 
hocks. I  will  do  fo  no  more,  though  I  got  home 
fafe.  Prior  and  I  were  talking  difcontentedly  of 
fome  managements,  that  no  more  people  are  turned 
out,  which  gets  lords  treafurer  many  enemies;  but 
whether  the  fault  be  in  him,  or  the  queen,  I  know 

*  '  Jofeph  Trap,  M.  A.  then  profert'or  of  poetry  in  the  uni- 
vtv^My  o{  Oxford.  He  had  publifhed  there,  in  1711,  the  firft 
volume  of  his  Prak^ignes poetics  yf\xh  a  dedication  to  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  St.  John.' 

L  3  not; 
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not;  I  doubt,  in  both,  I  wifh  you  good  luck  at 
ombre  with  the  dean. 

19th,  Newcomb  came  to  me  this  morning,  and  I 
went  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  fpeak  for  him;  but 
the  duke  was  juft  going  out  to  take  the  oaths  for 
general.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  is  to  be  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  1  walked  with  Domville  and  Ford 
to  Kenfington^  where  we  dined,  and  it  coft  me  above 
a  crown.  I  don't  like  it,  as  my  man  faid.  It  was 
very  windy  walking.  The  gardens  there  are  mighty 
fine.  I  paffed  the  evening  at  lord  Majhams^  with 
lord  treafurer,  zni  Arbuthnot^  as  ufual,  and  weftay- 
ed  till  paft  one;  but  I  had  my  man  to  come  with  me, 
and  at  home  I  found  three  letters ;  one  from  one  Fe- 
therjion^  a  parfon,  with  a  poftfcript  of  TindalH  to  re- 
commend him.  And  FetberJIon^  whom  I  never  faw, 
has  been  fo  kind  as  to  give  me  a  letter  of  attorney, 
to  recover  a  debt  for  him ;  another  from  lord  Abercorn^ 
to  get  him  the  dukedom  of  Chatellaraut  from  the 
kinii;  of  France-,  in  which  I  will  do  what  I  can,  for 
his  pretenfions  are  very  juft :  the  third  from  you. 
It  is  a  great  air  this,  of  getting  a  dukedom  from  the 
king  of  France ;  but  it  is  only  to  fpeak  to  the  fecretary , 
and  get  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  engage  in  it,  and  men- 
tion  the  cafe  to  lord  treafurer,  k^c.  and  this  I  fhall  do. 

2Cth,  I  was  with  the  duke  of  Ormond  this  morn- 
ing, about  lord  Abercorn,  Dr.  Friend^  and  New- 
comb.  Some  will  do,  and  fome  will  not  do.  The 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  is  certainly  to  be  your  governor. 
I  will  go  in  a  day  or  two,  and  give  the  duchefs  joy, 
and  recommend  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin  to  her. 

1  writ 
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I  writ  to  the  archbifliop,  fome  months  ago,  that  it 
would  be  fo ;  and  told  him  I  would  fpeak  a  good 
word  for  him  to  the  dutchefs  ;  and  he  fays  he  has  a 
great  refpeft  for  her,  I  made  our  fociety  change 
their  houfe,  and  we  met  to-day  at  the  ftar  and  garter 
in  the  Pall  malL  Lord  Arran  was  prefident.  The 
other  dog  was  fo  extravagant  in  his  bills,  that,  for 
four  difhes,  and  four,  firft  and  fecond  courfe,  with* 
out  wine  or  defert,  he  charged  twenty-one  pounds, 
fix  fhilings,  and  eight-pence,  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond.  We  defign,  when  all  have  been  prefidents 
this  turn,  to  turn  it  into  a  rekoning  of  fo  much  a 
head  ;  but  wefhall  break  up  when  the  feffion  ends. 

21ft,  I  am  not  dean  of  ^^//r,  nor  know  any  thing 
of  being  fo  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  ftory ;  and 
that's  enough.  It  was  not  Roper  fent  that  news  ; 
Roper  is  my  humble  flave.  I  will  bring  over  all 
the  little  papers  I  can  think  on.  I  thought  I  fent 
you,  by  Leigh^  all  thatwere  good  at  that  time.  The 
author  of  the  Sea  Eclogues  fent  books  to  the  fociety 
yefterday,  and  we  gave  him  guineas  a-piece;  and, 
may  be,  will  do  further  for  him.  So  the  bifliop  of 
Clogher^  and  lady,  were  your  guefts  for  a  night  or 
.  two.  The  feffion,  I  doubt,  will  not  be  over  till  the 
end  of  April\  however,  Ifliall  not  wait  for  it,  if  the 
miniftry  will  let  me  go  fooner.  I  wifli  I  were  juft 
now  in  my  little  garden  at  Laracor.  I  would  fet 
out  for  Dublin^  and  bring  you  an  account  of  my 
young  trees.  I  will  do  what  you  defire  me  for  Tif- 
dally  when  I  next  fee  lord  Anglefea. 
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LETTER  LXI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley. 

London,  March  22,  1711-12. 

nafty  weather.  I  dined  with  a  friend,  and 
went  to  fee  lord  treafurer;  but  he  had  people  with 
him  I  did  not  know :  fo  I  went  to  lady  Majham^  and 
loft  a  crown  with  her  at  picquet,  and  then  fat  with 
lord  Majham  and  lord  treafurer,  l^c.  till  part  one  ; 
but  I  had  my  man  with  me,  to  come  home.  Our 
Mohocks  are  all  vaniflied  \  however,  I  fliall  take 
care  of  my  perfon, 

23d,  I  was  this  morning,  before  church,  with  the 
fecrctary,  about  lord  Abercorn\  bufmefs,  and  fome 
others.  My  foliciting  feafon  is  come,  and  will  laft 
as  long  as  the  feflion.  I  went  late  to  court,  and 
the  company  was  almoft  gone.  The  court  ferves 
me  for  a  coftee-houfe;  once  a  week  I  meet  an  ac- 
quaintance there,  that  I  fhould  not  ptherwife  fee  in 
a  quarter.  There  is  a  flying  report,  that  the  French 
haveofFered  a  ceflation  of  arms,  and  to  give  us  Dun-- 
klrk^  and  the  Dutch  Namure^  for  fecurity,  till  the 
peace  is  made.  The  duke  of  Ormond^  they  fay,  goes 
in  a  week.  Abundance  of  his  equipage  is  already 
gone.  His  friends  are  afraid  the  expence  of  this 
emplovment  will  ruin  hiin,  fmce  he  muft  lofe  the 
government  of  Ireland.  I  dined  privately  with  a 
friend,  and  refufed  all  dinners  offered  me  at  court; 
which,  however,  were  but  two,  and  I  did  not  like 
either.  Did  I  tell  you  of  a  fcoundrel  about  the  court, 
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that  fells  employments  to  ignorant  people,  and  cheats 
them  of  their  money  ?  He  lately  made  a  bargain  for 
the  vice-chamberlain's  place,  for  feven  thoufand 
pounds,  and  had  received  fome  guineas  earneft; 
but  the  whole  thing  v^as  difcovered  the  other  day, 
and  examinations  taken  of  it  by  lord  Dartmouth^ 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  fwinged.  The  vice-chamber- 
lain told  me  feveral  particulars  of  it  laft  night  at 
lord  Majharns. 

24th,  This  morning  I  recommended  Newcomb 
again  to  the  duke  of  Ormond^  and  left  Dkk  Stewart 
to  do  it  farther.  Then  I  went  to  vifit  the  dutchefs 
of  Hamilton^  who  was  not  awake.  So  I  went  to 
the  dutchefs  of  Shrewsbury^  and  fat  an  hour  at  her 
toilet.  I  talked  to  her  about  the  duke's  being  lord 
lieutenant.  She  faid  flie  knew  nothing  of  it,  but 
I  raillied  her  out  of  that,  and  fhe  refolves  not  to  ftay 
behind  the  duke.  1  intend  to  recommend  the  bifliop 
of  Clogher  to  her  for  an  acquaintance.  He  will 
like  her  very  well  :  fhe  is,  indeed,  a  moft  agreeable 
woman,  and  a  great  favourite  of  mine.  I  know 
not  whether  the  ladies  in  Ireland  will  like  her.  I  was 
at  the  Court  of  Requejis^  to  get  fome  lords  to  be  at 
a  committee  to-morrow,  about  a  friend's  bill ;  and 
then  the  duke  of  Beaufort  gave  me  a  poem,  finely 
bound  in  folio,  printed  at  Stamford^  and  writ  by 
a  country  'fquire.  Lord  Exeter  defired  the  duke  to 
give  it  the  queen,  becaufe  the  author  is  his  friend; 
but  the  duke  defired  I  would  let  him  know  whe- 
ther it  was  good  for  any  thing.  I  brought  it  home, 
and  will  return  it  to-morrow,  as  the  dulleft  thin^- 1 
f^ver  read  \  and  advift  the  duke  not  to  prefent  it. 

1  dined 
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I  dined  with  DomvUk  at  his  lodgings,  by  invitationi 
He  goes  in  a  few  days  for  Ireland. 

25th,  There  is  a  mighty  feaft  at  a  tory  flierifPs 
to-day  in  the  city ;  twelve  hundred  difhes  of  meat. 
About  five  lords,  and  leveral  hundred  gentlemen, 
will  be  there,  and  give  four  or  five  guineas  a-piece, 
according  to  cuftom.  Dr.  Coghill  and  I  dined,  by 
invitation,  at  Mrs.  Vanh  *.  It  has  rained  or  mizzled 
all  day,  as  my  pockets  feel.  There  aretwo  new  an- 
fwers  come  out  to  The  Condu^  of  the  Allies.  The 
laft  year's  Examiners^  printed  together  in  a  fmall 
volume,  go  off  but  flowly.  The  printer  over-printed 
himfelfby  atleaft  a  thoufand;  fo  foon  out  offaftiion 
are  party-papers,  however  fo  well  writ.  The  Medleys 
are  coming  out  in  the  fame  volume,  and  perhaps  may 
fell  better.  Our  news  about  a  ceffation  of  arms  be- 
gins to  fly,  and  I  have  not  thefe  three  days  feen  any 
body  in  bufinefs  to  afk  them  about  it.  We  had  a 
terrible  fire  laft  night  in  Drury-Lane^  or  thereabouts 
and  three  or  four  people  deftroyed.  One  of  the 
maids  of  honour  has  the  fmall-pox  ;  but  the  beft  is, 
{he  can  lofe  no  beauty  ;  and  we  have  one  new  hand- 
feme  maid  of  honour. 

26th,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  on  Sunday  laft, 
about  feven  at  night,  it  lightened  about  fifty  times 
as  I  walked  the Mall^  which  I  think  is  extraordinary 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  weather  was  very 
hot.  Had  you  any  thing  of  this  in  Dublin?  I  in- 
tended to  dine  with  lord  treafurer  to-day  ;  but  lord 
Manfel  'dini  Mr.  Lewis  made  me  dine  with  them  at 
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Kit  Mufgrave\.  Now  you  don't  know  who  Kit 
Mufgrave  *  is.  The  news  of  the  French  defiring  a 
ceflation  of  arms,  ^c,  was  but  town-talk.  We  (hall 
know  in  a  few  days,  as  I  am  told,  whether  there 
will  be  a  peace  or  no.  The  duke  of  Orrnond  will 
go  in  a  week  for  Flanders^  they  fay.  Our  Mohocks 
go  on  ftill,  and  cut  people's  faces  every  night  ;  but 
they  lhan't  cut  mine  ;  1  like  it  better  as  it  is.  The 
dogs  will  coft  me  at  leaft  a  crown  a  week  in  chairs. 
I  believe  the  fouls  of  your  houghers  of  cattle  have 
got  into  them,  and  now  they  don't  diftinguifh  be- 
tween a  cow  and  a  Chrijilan,  I  ought  to  wifli  you 
yefterday  a  happy  new  year.  Y ou  know  the 
twenty-fifth  of  Aiarch  is  the  firft  day  of  the  year, 
and  now  you  muft  leave  ofF cards,  and  put  out  your 
fire.  ril  put  out  mine  the  firft  of  April^  cold  or 
not  cold.  I  believe  I  (hall  lofc  credit  with  you, 
by  not  coming  over  at  the  beginning  of  April ;  but 
I  hoped  this  feffion  would  be  ended,  and  I  muft  ftay 
till  then  ;  yet  I  would  fain  be  at  the  beginning  of 
my  willows  growing.  Parvijol  tells  me,  that  the 
quickfets  upon  the  flat  in  the  garden  do  not  grow  fo 
well  as  thofe  famous  ones  on  the  ditch.  They  want 
digging  about  t  hem.  The  cherry-trees,  by  the  river- 
iide,  my  heart  is  fet  upon. 

27th,  Society-day,  you  know  :  I  fuppofe  Dr, 
Arhuthnot  was  prefident.  His  dinner  was  drefled  in 
the  queen's  kitchin,  and  was  mighty  fine.  We  eat 
it  at  Ozinda's  coffee-houfe,  juft  by  St.  Jameses,  We 
were  never  merrier,  nor  better  company,  and  did 

f  <  Chriflopher  Mufgra^ve^  Efq^  clerk  of  the  ordnance.*  * 
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not  part  till  after  eleven.  I  did  not  fummons  lord 
Land/down  :  he  and  I  are  fallen  out.  There  was 
fomething  in  zn  Examiner  *  a  fortnight  ago,  that,  he 
thought,  refle£l:ed  on  the  abufes  in  his  office,  (he  is 
fecretary  at  war)  and  he  writ  to  the  fecretary,  that 
he  heard  I  had  inferted  that  paragraph.  This  I  re- 
fented  highly,  that  he  fliould  complain  of  me  before 
he  fpoke  to  me.  I  fent  him  a  peppering  letter, 
and  would  not  fummon  him  by  a  note,  as  I  did  the 
reft  ;  nor  ever  will  have  any  thing  to  fay  to  him,  till 
he  begs  my  pardon.  I  met  lord  treafurer  to-day 
at  lady  Majham^s,  He  would  fain  have  carried  me 
home  to  dinner.  No,  no  3  what!  upon  a  fociety- 
day  ! 

28th,  I  was  with  my  friend  Lewis  to-day,  getting 
materials  for  a  little  mifchief ;  and  I  dined  with  lord 
treafurer,  and  three  or  four  fellows  I  never  faw  before. 
I  left  them  at  feven,  and  came  home,  and  have  been 
writing  to  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin^  and  coufm 
Deane^  in  anfwer  to  one  of  his  four  months  ftanding, 
that  I  fpied  by  chance  among  my  papers.  Domville 
is  going  to  Ireland'^  he  came  here  this  morning  to 
take  leave  of  me,  but  I  fliall  dine  with  him  to-mor- 
row. Does  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  talk  of  coming 
for  England  this  fummer  ?  I  think  lord  Molefworth 
told  me  fo  about  two  months  ago.  The  weather  is  bad 
again !  rainy  and  very  cold  this  evening.  Do  you 
know  what  the  longitude  is?  A  projeilor  has  been 
applying  himfelf  to  me,  to  recommend  him  to  the 

*  ^  That  of  March  13,  171 1,  See  kttcr  dated  March  S, 
1711-12, 

miniftry, 
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mlnlflry,  becaufe  he  pretends  to  have  found  out  the 
longitude.  However,  1  will  gravely  hear  what  he 
fays,  and  difcover  him  a  knave  or  a  fool. 

29th,  I  am  plagued  with  a  pain  in  my  fhoulder ; 
I  believe  it  is  rheumatic  ;  I  will  do  fomething  for  it 
to-night.  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  Mr.  Dom^ 
ville^  to  take  our  leave  of  him.  I  drank  three  or 
four  glaffes  of  champain  by  perfect:  teazing,  tho* 
it  is  bad  for  my  pain  ;  but  if  it  continues,  I  will  not 
drink  any  wine  without  water  till  I  am  well.  The 
weather  is  abominably  cold  and  wet.  I  have  put 
flannel  to  my  fhoulder,  and  rubbed  it  with  Hungary 
water.  It  is  hard.  I  never  would  drink  any  wine, 
if  it  were  not  for  my  head,  and  drinking  has  given 
me  this  pain.  I  will  try  abftemioufnefs  for  a  v/hile. 
You  muft  know  I  hate  pain,  as  the  old  woman  faid. 
My  flefh  fucks  up  Hungary  water  rarely.  My  man 
is  an  aukward  rafcal,  and  makes  me  peevilh.  Do 
you  know,  that  the  other  day  he  was  forced  to  beg 
my  pardon,  that  he  could  not  fliave  my  head,  his 
hand  fhook  fo  ?  He  is  drunk  every  day,  and  I  defign 
to  turn  him  off  as  foon  as  ever  I  get  to  Ireland. 

30th,  I  was  not  able  to  go  to  church  or  court  to- 
day. The  pain  has  left  my  fhoulder,  and  crept  to 
my  neck  and  collar-bone.  Dogs  gnawing.  I  went 
in  a  chair  at  two,  and  dined  with  Mrs.  Van^  where 
I  could  be  eafy,  and  came  back  at  feven.  It  has 
rained  terribly  hard  all  day  long,  and  is  extremely 
cold.  I  am  very  uneafy,  and  have  cruel  twinges 
every  moment. 

31ft,  April  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7^  8.  All  thefe 
days  I  have  been  extremely  ill  ^  tho'  I  tv/ice  crawled 

out 


C  158  1 


out  a  week  ago,  tho'  very  weak.  The  pain  en- 
creafes,  with  mighty  violence  in  my  left  fhoulder 
and  collar-bone,  and  that  fide  my  neck.  On  Thurf- 
day  morning  appeared  great  red  fpots  in  all  thofe 
places  where  my  pain  was,  which  was  fo  violent^ 
that  I  had  not  a  minute's  eafe,  or  hardly  a  minute's 
fleep  in  three  days  and  nights.  The  fpots  encreafed 
every  day,  and  red  little  pimples,  which  are  nov^ 
grown  white,  and  full  of  corruption,  tho'  fmalL 
The  red  ftill  continues  too,  and  moft  prodigious  hot 
and  inflamed.  The  difeafe  is  the  fhingles.  I 
eat  nothing  but  water-gruel ;  am  very  weak  ;  but 
out  of  all  violent  pain.  The  doctors  fay  it  would 
have  ended  in  fome  violent  difeafe,  if  it  had  not 
come  out  thus.  I  fhall  now  recover  faft.  I  have 
been  in  no  danger  of  life,  but  miferable  torture. 
So  adieu.  The  next  letter  will  not  be  in  the  old 
order  of  journal,  till  I  have  done  with  phyfic, 

LETTER  LXII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Johnson. 

London,  April  24,  1712. 

I  Had  yours  two  or  three  days  ago.  I  can  hardly 
anfwer  it  now.  Since  my  laft  I  have  been  extremely 
ill.  /Tis  this  day  jufl:  a  month  fince  I  felt  the  pain 
on  the  tip  of  my  left  fhoulder.  Where  my  pain  was, 
a  cruel  itching  feized  me,  beyond  whatever  I  could 
imagine,  and  kept  me  awake  feveral  nights.  I 
rubbed  it  vehemently,  but  did  not  fcratch  it  ]  then 
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it  grew  into  three  or  four  great  fores  like  blifters, 
and  run  ;  at  laft  I  advifed  the  dodor  to  ufe  it  like 
a  blifter,  fo  I  did  with  melilot  plaifters,  which  ftill 
run  ;  and  I  am  now  in  pain  enough,  but  am  daily 
mending.  I  kept  my  chamber  a  fortnight,  then  went 
out  a  day  or  two ;  but  confined  myfelf  two  days  ago. 
I  went  to  a  neighbour  to  dine,  but  yefterday  again 
kept  at  home.  To-day  I  will  venture  abroad,  and 
hope  to  be  well  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  I  never 
fufFered  fo  much  in  my  life.  I  will  go  and  try  to 
Walk  a  little.  Farcwel. 

LETTER  LXril. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dinglky. 

London,  May  lo,  1711. 

1  Have  not  yet  eafe  or  humour  enough  -to  go 
on  in  my  journal  method,  though  I  have  left  my 
chamber  thefe  ten  days.  A  journal,  while  I  was  fick, 
would  have  been  a  noble  thing,  made  up  of  pain 
amd  phyfic,  vifits  and  meffages  ;  the  two  laft  were 
almoft  as  troublefome  as  the  two  firft.  One  good 
circumftance  is,  that  I  am  grown  much  leaner.  In 
anfwer  to  your  good  opinion  of  my  difeafe,  the 
dodors  faid  they  never  faw  any  thing  fo  odd  of  the 
kind;  they  were  not  properly  fhingles,  but  herpes 
mtliaris^  and  twenty  other  hard  names.  I  can  never 
be  fick  like  other  people,  but  always  fomething  out 
of  the  common  way;  and  as  for  your  notion  of  its 
coming  without  pain,  it  neither  came  nor  flayed, 
mx  went,  withput  pain,  and  the  moft  pain  I  ever 
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bore  in  my  life.    It  is  not  a  fign  of  health,  but  a 
fio-n,  that'  if  it  had  not  come  out,  fome  terrible  fit 
of  ficknefs  would  have  followed.    I  was  at  our  foci* 
ety  laft  Thurfday^  to  receive  a  nev/  member,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  but  I  drink  nothing 
above  wine  and  water.    We  (hall  have  a  peace  foon, 
1  hope,  or  at  leaft  entirely  broke  ;  but  I  believe 
the  firft.    My  letter  to  lord  treafurer,  about  the  Eng^ 
Itjh  tongue,  is  now  printing ;  and  I  fufFer  my  name 
to  be  put  at  the  end  of  it,  which  I  never  did  before 
in  my  life.    The  appendix  to  the  third  part  of 
John  Bull  was  publifhed  yefterday :  it  is  equal  to 
the  reft.    I  hope  you  read  John  Bull.    It  was  a  Scotch 
gentlemen  *,  a  friend  of  mine,  that  writ  it ;  but  they 
put  it  upon  me.    The  parliament  will  hardly  be  up 
till  June.    We  were  like  to  be  undone  fome  days 
ago  with  a  tackf;  but  we  carried  it  bravely,  and 
the  whigs  came  in  to  help  us.    Poor  lady  Mafbam^ 
I  am  afraid,  will  lofe  her  only  fon,  about  a  twelve- 
month old,  with  the  king's  evil.    Bernage  has  been 
twice  to  fee  me  of  late.    His  regiment  will  be  broke, 
and  he  only  upon  half  pay ;  fo  perhaps  he  thinks  he 
will  want  me  again.  I  have  been  returning  the  vifits 
of  thofe,  that  fent  "  How  do  you"  in  my  ficknefs  ? 
particularly  the  dutchefs  of  Hamilton^  who  came 
and  fat  with  me  two  hours.    I  make  bargains  with 
all  people  that  I  dined  with,  to  let  me  fcrubmy  back 
againft  a  chair  j  and  the  duchefs  of  Ormond  was 

*  Dr.  Arhuthnot. 

f  A  tack  is  a  bill  tacked  to  a  money-bill,  that,  as  both 
mull  be  palled  or  rejeaed  together,  the  tacked  bill  may  pafs, 
becaufe  the  money  bill  muft. 
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.forced  to  bear  it  the  other  day.  Many  of  my  friends 
are  gone  to  Kenfwgton^  where  the  queen  has  been  re- 
moved for  fome  time.  This  is  a  long  letter  for  a  fick 
body.  I  will  begin  the  next  in  the  journal  way, 
though  my  journals  will  be  forry  ones.  My  left* 
hand  is  very  weak,  and  trembles;  but  my  right  fide 
has  not  been  touched.  This  is  a  pitiful  letter,  for  want 
of  a  better;  but  plagued  with  a  tetter,  my  fancy  does 
fetter.  Ah !  my  poor  willows  and  quickfets !  Well, 
but  you  muft  read  John  Bull:  do  you  underftand  it 
at  all  ?  Farev/el. 


LETTER  ;LXIV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley; 

London,  May  31,  1712. 

I  Cannot  yet  arrive  to  my  journal  letters,  my 
pains  continuing  ftill,  though  with  lefs  violence;  but 
I  don't  love  to  write  journals  while  I  am  in  pain.  But 
however,  1  am  fo  much  mended,  that  I  intend  my 
next  fliall  be  in  the  old  way  5  and  yet  I  fliall,  perhaps, 
break  my  refolution  when  I  feel  pain*  I  believe  I 
have  loft  credit  with  you,  in  relation  to  my  comino' 
over;  but  I  proteft  it  is  impoffible  for  one,  who  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  this  miniftry^  to  be  certain 
when  he  fixes  any  time.  There  is  a  bufinefs,  which, 
till  it  take  feme  turn  or  other,  I  cannot  leave  this 
place  in  prudence  or  honour.  And  I  never  inclined 
fo  much  as  now,  that  I  had  flayed  in  Ireland-,  but 
the  dye  is  caft,  and  is  now  a  fpinning,  and  till  it 
Vol.  L  M  fettles, 


Settles,  I  cannot  tell  whether  it  be  an  ace  or  a  fife. 
-Thfe  moment  I  am  ufed  ill,  I  will  leave  them ;  but 
know  not  how  to  do  it  while  things  are  in  fufpence. 
The  feffions  will  foon  be  over  (I  believe  in  a  fort- 
iilght ;)  and  the  peace,  we  hope,  will  be  made  in.  a 
fliort  time ;  and  there  will  be  no  further  occafion  for 
me ;  nor  have  I  any  thing  to  truft  to  but  court  gra- 
titude;  fo  that  I  expeft  to  fee  my  willows  a  month 
after  the  parliament  is  up-  Have  you  feen  my  letter 
to  lord  treafurer  ?  There  are  two  anfwers  come 
out  to  it  already;  though  it  is  no  politics,  but  a  harm- 
lefs  propofal  about  the  improvement  of  the  Englijh 
tongue.  I  believe  if  I  writ  an  eflay  upon  a  ftraw 
fome  fool  would  anfwer  it,  I  am  juft  now  thinking 
to  go  lodge  at  Kenfmgton,  for  the  air.  Lady  Ma- 
jkam  has  teazed  me  to  do  it,  but  bufmefs  has  hin- 
dered me;  but  now  lord  treafurer  has  removed  thi- 
ther. Fifteen  of  our  fociety  dined  together  under 
a  canopy  in  an  arbour  at  Parforis-Green  U^iThur/day-y 
I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  fine  and  romantic.  We  got 
a  great  victory  laft  Wednesday  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
by  a  majority,  I  think,  of  twenty-eight;  and  the 
whigs  had  defired  their  friends  to  befpeak  places  to 
fee  lord  treafurer  carried  to  the  Tower.  I  met  your 
Higgins  *  here  yefterday ;  h^  roars  at  the  infolence  of 
the  whigs  in  Ireland,  talks  much  of  his  own  fufferings 
and  expences  in  affcrting  the  caufe  of  the  church  ; 
and  I  find  he  would  fain  plead  merit  enough  to  de- 
fire,  that  his  fortune  fhould  be  mended.  I  believe 
he  defigns  to  make  as  much  noife  as  he  can,  in  order 

■*  RtvMr.FrmfisHiggm,  thm  Re^or  of  St.  Micbaers,  Dublin. 
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to  preferment.    I  am  printing  a  three-penny  pam- 
phlet, and  fliall  print  another  in  a  fortnight,  and 
then  I  have  done,  unlefs  fome  new  occafion  ftarts," 
I  believe  the  news  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  producing 
letters  in  the  council  of  war,  with  orders  not  to  fight, 
will  furprize  you  in  Ireland.    Lord  treafurer  faid  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  that  in  a  kvf  days  the  treaty  of 
peace  fliould  be  laid  before  them;  and  our  court 
thought  it  wrong  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  facrifice 
many  lives  in  fuch  a  jundlure*    If  the  peace  holds, 
all  will  do  well,  ptherwife  I  know  not  how  we  fliall 
weather  it.    And  it  was  reckoned  as  a  wrong  flep  in 
politics,  for  lord  treafurer  to  open  himfelf  To  much. 
The  fecretary  would  not  go  fo  far  to  fatisfy  the  whigs 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  but  there  all  went  fwim- 
ipingly.    I  dined  the  other  day  with  lord  Rivers^ 
who  is  fick  at  his  country  houfe,  and  he  fliewed  me 
all  his  cherries  blafted.  Farewel. 

LETTER  LXV. 
Dr.  Swift   to  Mrs.  Dingley. 

Kenfnigton,  June  17,  171 2. 

I  Have  lodged  here  near  a  fortnight,  partly  for 
t^he  air  and  ^xercife,  partly  to  be  near  the  court, 
where  dinners  are  to  be  found.  I  generally  get  a  lift 
in  a  coach  to  town,  and  in  the  evening  I  walk  back. 
On  Saturday  I  dined  with  the  duchefs  of  Ormond^  at 
her  lodge  near  Sheen^  and  thought  to  get  a  boat  as 
ufual,  I  walked  by  the  bank  to  Ketu^  but  no  boat; 
then  to  Mortlakg^   but  no  boat;  and  it  was  nine 

M  2  o'clock* 
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oMock.    At  laft  a  little  fcuUcr  called,  full  ofnaflf 
people.    I  made  him  fet  me  down  at  Hammer fmith ^ 
fo  walked  two  miles  to  this  place,  and  got  here 
by  eleven.    Laft  night  I  had  another  fuch  difficulty. 
I  was  in  the  city  till  paff  ten  at  night;  it  rained 
hard,  but  no  coach  to  be  had.    It  was  over  a  little, 
and  I  walked  all  the  way  here,  and  got  home  by 
twelve.    I  love  thefe  fliabby  difficulties  when  th-y 
are  over^  but  I  hate  them,  becaufe  they  arife  from 
not  having  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year.    I  had  yours 
about  three  days  ago,  which  I  will  now  anfvv'er. 
And  firft,  I  did  not  relapfe,  but  I  came  out  before 
I  ought.    The  firft  going  abroad  made  people  think 
I  was  quite  recovered,  and  I  had  no  more  meflages 
afterwards.    Well,  but  John  Bull  is  not  wroteby  the 
perfon  you  imagine.    It  is  too  good  for  another  to 
owne    Had  it  been  Gruh/lreet^  I  would  have  let 
people  think  as  they  pleafe ;  and  I  think  that's  rightr 
is  it  not?  I  am  ao;ainft  Dr.  Smith.    I  drink  little 
water  with  my  wine,  yet  I  believe  he  is  light.  Dr.  - 
Cockburn  told  me  a  little  wine  would  not  hurt  me;  1 
but  it  is  hot  and  dry,  and  water  is  dangerous.  The  j 
worft  thing  here  is  my  evenings  at  lord  Majham\^  | 
where  lord  treafurer  comes,  and  we  fit  till  after  % 
twelve.    But  it  is  convenient  I  fhould  be  among 
them  for  a  while  as  much  as  poffible.  I  need  not  tell  ^ 
you  why.    But  I  hope  that  will  be  at  an  end  in  a 
month  or  two,  one  way  or  other,  and  I  am  refolved 
it  (hall;  but  I  can't  go  to  Tunbndge,  or  any  where 
.elfe  out  of  the  way,  in  this  juncSlure.    Hlggins  is 
here,  roaring  that  all  is  wrong  in  Ireland^  and  would 
have  me  get  him  an  audience  of  lord  tresfurer  to  rell 
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Jki^ci  {Oy  but  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  in  it,  no  not  L 
We  have  had  no  thunder  till  laft  night,  and  till 
then  vire  were  dead  for  want  of  rain ;  but  there  fell 
a  great  deal :  no  field  looked  green.  I  reckon  the 
queen  will  go  to  IVindfor  in  three  or  four  weeks; 
and  if  the  fecretary  takes  a  houfe  there,  I  fliall  be 
fometimes  with  him.  I  heard  fomebody  coming 
up  flairs,  and  forgot  I  was  in  the  country.  I  was 
afraid  of  a  vifiter;  that  is  one  advantage  of  being 
here,  that  I  am  not  teazed  with  folicitors.  Moult 
the  chymift  is  my  acquaintance.  1  fent  the  quef- 
tion  to  him  about  fir  Walter  Raleigh's  cordial,  and 
the  anfwer  he  returned  is  in  thefe  words;  My 
fervice  to  Dr.  Smithy  it  is  directly  afcer  Mr,  Boyle  s 
receipt,'*  That  commillion  is  performed;  if  he 
wants  any  of  it,  Moult  fhall  ufe  him  fairly*  I  fuppofe 
S?nith  is  one  of  your  phyficians.  Well,  but  now  for 
the  peace:  why  we  expect  it  daily;  but  the  French 
have  the  ftaft  in  their  own  hands,  and  we  truft  to 
their  honefty.  1  wifli  it  were  otherwife.  Things 
are  now  in  the  way  of  being  foon  in  the  extreams  of 
well  or  ill.  I  hope  and  believe  the  firft.  Lord 
Wharton  is  gone  out  of  town  in  a  rage,  and  curfes 
himfelfand  friends,  for  ruining  themfelves  in  defend- 
ing lord  Marlborough  and  Godolphin  and  taking  Noi-^ 
iingham  iuto  their  favour.  He  fwears  he  will  med- 
dle no  more  during  this  reign;  a  pretty  fpeech  at 
fixty-fix,  and  the  queen  is  near  twenty  years  younger, 
and  now  in  very  good  health ;  for  you  mufl  know  her 
health  is  fixed  by  a  certain  reafon,  that  file  has  done 
with  braces  (i  mufl  ufe  the  expreflion)  and  nothing 
ill  has  happened  to  her  fince;  fo  fae  has  a  new 

M  3  leafe 


t  166  ] 

leafe  of  her  life.  Read  The  Lettter  to  a  Whig  Lord 
Farewel. 

LETTER  LXVI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  DiNCLEy. 
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Ksnfingtoii,  July  i,  1712. 

Never  was  in  a  v/orfe  ftation  for  writing  let- 
ters, than  this ;  for  I  go  to  town  early ;  and  when 
I  come  home  at  night,  I  generally  go  to  lord  Ma- 
Jhanis^  where  lord  treafurer  comes,  and  we  ftay  till 
paft  twelve ;  but  I  am  now  refolved  to  write  journals 
again,  tho'  my  ihoulder  is  not  well.  It  is  now  high 
cherry-time  with  us ;  take  notice.  Is  it  fo  foon  with 
you?  And  we  have  early  apricots;  and  goofeberries 
are  ripe.  On  Sunday  archdeacon  Parnell came  here  to 
fee  me.  It  feems  he  has  been  ill  for  grief  of  his  wife's 
death,  and  has  been  two  months  at  the  Bath.  He 
has  a  mind  to  go  to  Dunkirk  with  Jack  Hillj  and  I 
perfuade  him  to  it,  and  have  fpoke  to  Hill  to  receive 
him ;  but  I  doubt  he  won't  have  fpirit  to  go.  I  have 
made  Ford  f  Gazetteer,  and  got  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year  fettled  on  the  employment,  by  the 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  befides  the  perquifites,    It  is  the 

*  «  It  was  publifhed  under  the  title  of  A  Letter  from  the  Pre^ 
tendertoalVhigLordyA2itt6.?LtSt,GermainSy  July%,  1712.  The 
deiign  of  this  fiftitious  letter  was  to  throw  off  the  odium  of  an 
intention  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  from  the  high  church  party, 
on  their  antagonifts  the  whigs/ 

t  Charks  Ford,  Efcj',  fevcral  of  whofe  letters  are  In  this  col- 
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prettleft  employment  in  England  of  its  bignefs;  yet 
the  puppy  does  not  feem  fatisfied  with  it.    I  think 
people  keep  fome  follies  to  themfelves,  till  they  have 
occafion  to  produce  them.  He  thinks  it  not  genteel 
enough,  and  makes  twenty  difficulties.    It  is  im- 
poffible  to  make  any  man  eafy.     His  falary  is  paid 
him  every  week,   if  he  pleafes,  without  taxes  or 
abatements.    He  has  little  to  do  for  it.    He  has 
a  pretty  office,  with  coals,  candles,  papers,  ^c. 
can  frank  what  letters  he  will ;  and  his  perquifites, 
if  he  takes  care,  may  be  worth  one  hundred  pounds 
more.    I  hear  the  biflhop  of  Clogher  is  landing,  or 
landed,  in  England'^  and  I  hope  to  fee  him  in  a  few 
days.    I  was  to  fee  Mrs.  Bradley  on  Sunday  night. 
Her  youngeft  fon  is  to  marry  fomebody  worth  no- 
thing, and  her  daughter  was  forced  to  leave  lady 
^Giffard'^^  becaufe  fhe  was  ftriking  up  an  intrigue 
with  a  footman,  who  played  well  on  the  flute.  This 
is  the  mother's  account  of  it.  Yefterday  the  old  bi- 
fhop  of  Worcejler  f,  who  pretends  to  be  a  prophet, 
went  to  the  queen,  by  appointment,  to  prove  to  her 
majefty,  out  of  Daniel  zndtht  Revelations^  that  four 
years  hence  there  would  be  a  war  of  religion;  that 
the  king  of  France  would  be  a  proteftant,  and  fight 
on  their  fide;  that  the  popedom  would  be  deftroyed, 
(ffc.  And  declared,  that  he  would  be  content  to  give 
up  his  biftiopric,  if  it  were  not  true.    Lord  trea- 
furer,  who  told  it  me,  was  by,  and  fome  others; 

*  *  Martha f  fifter  to  fir  William  Temple.    She  died  in  1 722, 
aged  84.' 
t  «  Pr  William  Lloyd:  ♦ 
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and  I  am  told  lord  treafurer  confounded  him  fadly  In 
his  own  learning,  which  made  the  old  fool  very 
quarrelfome.  He  is  near  ninety  years  old.  Have 
you  feen  Toland's  invitation  to  Difmal"^  ?  How  do 
you  like  it  ?  But  it  is  an  imitation  of  Horace^  and 
perhaps  you  do  not  underftand  liorace.  Here  has 
been  a  great  fweep  qf  emplpynientSj  and  we  expe6t 
ftill  more  removals.  The  court  feems  refolved  to 
make  thorough  work.  Mr.  Hill  intended  to  fetout 
to-morrow  for  Dunkirk^  of  which  he  is  appointed  go- 
vernor;  but  he  tells  me  to-day,  he  cannot  go  till 
Thurfday  or  Friday.  I  wifli  it  were  over.  Mr  f  fecre- 
tary  tells  me,  he  is  in  no  fear  at  all,  that  France  will 
play  tricks  with  us.  If  we  have  Dunkirk  once,  all 
is  fafe.  We  rail  now  ^1  againft  the  Dutch^  who 
indeed  have  a£led  like  knaves,  fools,  and  madmen. 
Mr.  fecretary  is  foon  to  be  made  a  vifcount.  He 
defired  I  would  draw  the  preamble  of  his  patent; 
but  I  excufed  myfelf  from  a  work,  that  might  lofe 
me  a  gre^t  deal  of  reputation,  and  get  me  very 
little.  We  would  f^in  have  the  court  make  him  an 
earl,  but  it  will  not  be.;  and  therefore  he  will  not 
take  the  title  of  Bolingbroke^  v/hich  is  lately  extinil 
in  the  elder  branch  of  his  family.  I  have  advifed 
him  to  be  called  lord  Fomfrei^  but  he  thinks  that 
title  is  already  in  fome  other  family;  and,  befvdes, 
he  obje6ts,  that  it  is  in  York/hire^  where  he  has  no 
,eftate;  but  there  is  nothing  in  that,  and  I  love 
Pomfret.    Why  ?  'Tis  in  all  our  hiftories  ;  they  are 

*  The  earl  of  Nottingham,   See  the  poem  among  the  pollhu- 
.  nious  pieces  publiflied  by  Jvlr.  Deane  Sivlft. 
^  Right  Hoji.  Henry  Jj?^^^. 
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full  of  Pomfret'  cajlle.  Steele  *  v/ns  arrcfted  the  other 
day  for  making  a  lottery,  direflly  againft  an  aci  of 
parliament.  He  IS  now  u n  der  pro  fee  ut  ion  ;  but  they 
think  it  will  be  dropped  out  of  pity.  I  beliei^e  he 
will  very  foon  lofe  his  employment,  for  he  has  been 
mighty  impertinent  of  late  in  his  SpcSfators ;  and  I 
will  never  offer  a  word  in  his  behalf.  Raymond  \ 
writes  me  word,  that  the  bifhop  of  MeathXv^^z^ 
going  to  fummon  me,  in  order  to  fufpenfion  for  ab-^ 
fence,  if  the  provoft  had  not  prevented  him.  I  am 
prettily  rewarded  for  getting  them  their  firft-fruits. 
We  have  had  very  litttlehot  weather  during  the  whole 
month  of  yune  \  and  for  a  week  paft,  we  have  had 
a  great  deal  of  rain,  the'  not  every  day.  I  am 
]uft  now  told,  that  the  governor  of  Dunkirk  has  not 
orders  yet  to  deliver  up  the  town  to  Jacic  Hili'dnd 
his  forces,  but  expects  them  daily.  This  mult  put 
off  Hill's  journey  awhile,  and  I  don't  like  theie 
(loppings  in  fuch  an  affair,  areweL 

LETTER  LXVIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  D  i  n  g  l  £  v. 

Kenfmgton,  July  17,  2712-. 

I  Am  weary  of  living  in  this  place,  and  glad  to 
leave  it  foon.  The  queen  goes  on  Tuejds^  to  JP'mdj.r^ 

Afrerwards  Sir  Richard  Steele. 
-f-  Dr.  Raymond^  re6tor  of  Trim, 

X  '  Dr.  lViiliamMor€tQ7Zy  tran{l;»tej  to  tliit  fee  fj'om  Kildare 
in  1705.    He  dit^d  the  twenty- fiiH  of  No-vember  1 7 1 5/ 
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and  I  ftiall  follow  in  three  or  four  days  after.  I  can 
do  nothing  here,  going  early  to  London^  and  com- 
ing late  from  it,  and  fupping  at  lady  Majhanis,  I 
dined  to-day  with  the  duke  of  Argyle  at  Kew^  and 
would  not  goto  the  courtto-night,  becaufeof  writing 
to  you.  Since  Dunkirk  has  been  in  our  hands, 
Gruhjlreet  has  been  very  fruitful.  I  have  wrote  five 
or  fix  Gruhjireet  papers  this  laft  week. 

Have  you  feen  Tolandh  invitation  to  Dlfmal,  or 
a  hue  and  cry  after  Difmal^  or  a  ballad  on  Dunkirky 
or  an  agreement  th'at  Dtmkirk  is  not  in  our  hands  ? 
Poh !  You  have  feen  nothing.  I  am  dead  here  with 
the  hot  weather;  yet  I  walk  every'^night  home,  and 
believe  it  does  me  good ;  but  my  fhoulder  is  not 
yet  right;  itchings  and  fcratchings  and  fmall  akings. 
I  have  heard  of  the  bifhop's  *  making  me  uneafy, 
but  I  did  not  think  it  was  becaufe  I  never  wrote 
to  him.  A  little  would  make  me  write  to  him. 
I  find  I  am  obliged  to  the  provoft,  for  keeping  the 
bifhop  from  being  impertinent.  I  never  talked  to 
Higgtns  but  once  in  the  ftreet,  and  I  believe,  he  and 
I  {hall  hardly  meet,  but  by  chance.  What  care  I, 
whether  my  letter  to  lord  treafurer  be  commended 
there  or  no?  Why  does  not  fomebody  among  you 
?infwer  it,  as  three  or  four  have  done  here  ?  You 
hear  fecretary  5^.  "John  is  made  vifcount  Bolinghroke. 
I  could  hardly  perfuade  him  to  take  that  title,  be- 
caufe the  eldeft  branch  of  his  family  had  it  in  an 
earldom,  and  it  was  laft  year  extin£l.  Jack  Hill 
fent  his  fitter  a  pattern  of  a  head-drefs  from  Dunkirk  % 


*  <  Of  Meath.'' 
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it  was  like  a  fafiiion  twenty  years  ago,  only  not 
quite  fo  high,  and  looks  very  ugly.  I  have  made 
Trap  chaplain  to  lord  BoUnbroke^  and*  he  is  mighty 
happy  and  thankful  for  it.  Mr.  Addifon  returned 
me  my  vifit  this  morning.  He  lives  in  our  town.  I 
fhall  be  mighty  retired,  and  mighty  bufy  for  a 
while  at  Wind/or.  Pray,  why  don't  you  go  to  Trim^ 
and  fee  Laracor^  and  give  me  an  account  of  the 
garden,  and  the  river,  and  the  hollies,  and  the 
cherry-trees  on  the  river- walk  ? 

19th,  I  could  not  fend  this  letter  laft  poft,  being 
called  away  before  I  could  finifli  it.  I  dined  yefter- 
day  with  lord  treafurer;  fat  with  hir^^  till  ten  at 
night ;  yet  could  not  find  a  minute  for  fome  bufi- 
nefs  I  had  with  him.  He  brought  me  to  Kenfington 
and  lord  Bolingbroke  would  not  let  me  go  away  till 
two.  To-day  there  will  be  another  Grub^  A  letter 
from  the  'Pretender  to  a  Whig  lord,  Grubjireet  has  but 
ten  days  to  live ;  then  an  zdi  of  parliament  takes 
place,  that  ruins  it,  by  taxing  every  half  flieet  at  a 
half-penny.  We  have  news  juft  come,  but  not  the 
particulars,  that  the  earl  of  Albemarle^  at  the  head  of 
eight  thoufand  Dutch^  is  beaten,  loft  th^  greateft 
part  of  his  men,  and  himfelf  made  a  prifoner.  This 
perhaps  may  cool  their  courage,  and  make  them 
think  of  a  peace.  The  duke  of  Ormond  has  got 
abundance  of  credit  by  his  good  conduft  of  affairs 
\n  Flanders.  F^reweU 
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LETTER  LXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley, 

London,  Aug.  7,  1712* 

I  Left  PVimlfor  on  Monday  laft,  upon  lord  Bo-^ 
Ungbrokes  being  gone  to  France  ;  and  fomebody's 
being  here,  that  I  ought  often  to  confult  with  in  an 
affair  I  am  upon  :  but  that  perfon  talks  of  returning 
to  IVindjor  again,  and  I  believe  1  fhUl  follow  him. 
I  am  now  in  a  hedge-lodging  very  bufy,  as  I  am 
every  day  till  noon ;  fo  that  this  letter  is  like  to  be 
fhort,  and  you  are  not  to  blame  me  thefe  two 
months;  for  I  protefl,  if  I  ftudy  ever  fo  hard,  I 
believe  I  cannot  in  that  time  compafs  what  I  am 
upon.  V/e  have  a  fever  both  here  and  at  IVindfor 
which  hardly  any  body  mifibsi  but  it  lafta  not  above 
three  or  four  days,  and  kills  nobody.  The  queen 
\i?A  forty  f^rvants  dov/n  in  it  at  once-  I  dined 
yefterday  v/ith  lord  treafurer,  but  could  do  no  bu- 
linefe,  though  he  fenc  for^me,  1  thought,  on  pur- 
pofe ;  but  he  deAres  1  will  dine  v/irh  him  again  to- 
day. //^/V^t^vir  is  a  nioR  delightful  place,  and  at  this 
time  abounds  in  dmners.  My  lodgings  look  upon 
Eaton  and  the  Thames,  I  wifh  I  was  owner  of  them ; 
they  belong  to  a  prebend.  Do  you  know,  that 
'Grub fired  is  dead  and  o;one  laft  week?  No  more 
ghoRs  or  murders  nov/  for  love  or  money.  I  plyed 
it  pretiy  clofe  thelaft  fortnight,  andpublifhed  at  leaft 
i'even  pcrmy-papcrs  of  my  cv/n,  befides  fome  of  other 

people's; 


people's;  but  now  every  fingle  lialf  fhcet  pays  a* 
halfpenny  to  the  queen.  The  Obfervator  is  fallen  ; 
the  Medleys  are  jumbled  together  with  the  Flying 
Poji ;  the  Examiner  is  deadly  fick  ;  the  SpeSiator 
keeps  up,  and  doubles  its  price;  I  know  not  how 
Ions:  it  will  hold.  Have  vou  feen  the  red  fiamp  the 
papers  are  marked  v/ith  ?  Aiethinks  the  ilamping  is 
worth  a  halfpenny.  Lord  BcUnghroke  and  Prior  fet 
out  for  France  laft  Saturday.  My  lord's  bufinefs  is 
to  haftcn  the  peace  before  the  Dutch  are  too  much 
mauled  ;  and  to  hinder  France  from  carrying  the  jcft  of 
beating  them,  too  far.  Have  you  fcen  the  fourth  part 
of  John  Bull?  It  is  equal  to  the  reft,  and  extremely 
good.  The  bifliop  of  Chgher^s  fen  has  been  ill  of 
'  St.  Anthony's  fire,  but  is  now  quite  w^ell.  I  was  afraid 
his  face  would  have  been  fpoiled,  but  it  is  not.  Dil/y 
isjuft  as  he  ufed  to  be,  and  puns  as  plentifully  and 
as  bad.  Raymond  v/rote  to  me,  that  he,  intended  to 
invite  you  to  Trirn.  Are  you,  have  you,  will  yoii 
be  there?  If  you  have  not  your  letters  in  due  time 
for  tv/o  months  hence,  impute  it  to  my  being  tofticated 
between  this  and  Windfor.  Poor  lord  IVinchelfca^ 
is  dead,  to  my  great  grief.  He  was  a  worthy  honeft 
gentlemen,  and  a  pai'ticular  friend  of  mine  ;  and, 
what  is  yet  worfc,  my  old  accquaintance,  Mrs. 
Finch  \   is  now  countefs  of  Winchclfea^  the  title 

*  '  Charles y  earl  of  Winchelfsa^  firftlord  commilT.onerof  trade 
and  phntarions^    Hcdied  ^ziff;/^  14,  1712.' 

t  ^  Ann^A?i\\^}[i\ti'oi%\xWilliamKhigfmi^^^  In 
JJamp/JAre,  wife  of  Heneage  Finch ^  eai  1  of  IVinchelfea.  She  was 
author  of  ne  Spleen^  and  other  poeini.  She  died  Auguft  5, 
T720.' 

belns: 
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being  fallen  to  herhufband,  but  without  much  ellate. 
I  have  been  poring  my  eyes  all  this  morning,  and  it 
is  now  paft  two  afternoon,  fol  ftiall  take  a  little  walk 
in  the  park.  Do  you  play  at  ombre  ftill?  Or  is 
that  off  by  Mr.  Stoyte's  abfence,  and  Mrs,  Manlefs. 
grief?  Farewel. 

LETTER  LXIX. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  D  i  n  g  l  E  Y. 

Windfor,  Sept.  15,  I7i2, 

I  Have  been  much  out  of  order  of  late,  with 
the  old  giddincfs  in  my  head,    I  took  a  vomit  for 
it  two  days  ago,  and  will  take  another  about  a  day 
or  two  hence.    I  have  eat  mighty  little  fruit  ;  ye.t  I 
imputemy  diforder  to  thatlittle,  and  fhall  from  hence- 
forth wholly  forbear  it.    I  am  engaged  in  a  long 
work,  and  have  done  all  I  can  of  it,  and  wait  for 
fome  papers  from  the  miniftry  for  materials  for  the 
reft  ;  and  they  delay  me,  as  if  it  were  a  favour  I  afked 
them;  fo  that  I  have  been  idle  here  this  good  while, 
and  it  happened  in  a  right  time,  when  I  was  too 
much  out  of  order  to  ftudy.    One  is  kept  conftantly 
out  of  humour  by  a  thoufand  unaccountable  things 
in  public  proceedings  ;  and  when  I  reafon  with 
fome  friends,  we  cannot  conceive  how  aftairs  can 
laft  as  they  are.    God  only  knows  ;  but  it  is  a  very 
melancholy  fubjecl  for  thofe,  who  have  any  near 
concern  in  it.    I  am  again  endeavouring,  as  I  was 
laft  year,  to  keep  people  from  breaking  to  pieces 
upon  a  hundred  mifunderftandings.    One  cannot 
with-hold  them  from  drawing  diftcrent  ways,  while 

the 
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the  enemy  is  watching  to  deftroy  both.  See  how 
my  ftile  is  altered,  by  living  and  thinking,  and 
talking  among  thefe  people.  Inftead  of  my  canal 
and  river,  walk  and  willows,  I  lofe  all  my  money 
here  among  the  ladies ;  fo  that  I  never  play  when  I 
can  help  it,  being  fure  to  lofe.  I  have  loft  five  pounds 
the  five  weeks  I  have  been  here.  I  hope  you  are 
luckier  atpicquet  withthe  dean*  and  Mrs.  JValls.  I 
wait  here  but  to  fee  what  they  will  do  for  me  j  and 
whenever  preferments  are  given  from  me,  I  will  go 
pver.  / 

i8th,  I  have  taken  a  vomit  to-day,  and  hope  I 
(hall  be  better.  I  have  been  very  giddy  fince  I  wrote 
what  is  before,  yet  not  as  I  ufed  to  be ;  more  fre- 
quent, but  not  fo  violent.  Yefterday  we  v/ere 
alarmed  with  the  queen's  being  ill;  fhe  had  an 
aguifh  and  feverifli  fit;  and  ypu  never  fav/  fuch  coun- 
tenances as  we  all  had,  fuch  difmal  melancholy.  Her 
phyficians  from  town  were  fent  for ;  but  towards 
night  (he  grew  better  )  to-day  fhe  is  on  her  feet,  and 
was  up  :  we  are  not  now  in  any  fear  ;  it  will  be  at 
worft  but  an  ague,  and  we  hope  (^ven  that  will  npt 
return.  Lord  treafurer  would  not  come  here  fromt 
London^  becaufe  it  would  make  a  noife,  if  he  came 
before  his  ufual  time,  which  is  Saturday^  and  he  goes 
away  on  Mondays.  The  w^higs  have  loft  a  (^reat 
fupport  in  the  earl  of  Godolphin  f.  It  is  a  good"^  jeft 
to  hear  the  minifters  talk  of  him  now  with  humanity 
and  pity,  becaufe  he  is  dead,  and  can  do  them  no 

*  Dr.  Sterne,  dean  of  St,  Patrick^  afterwards  Whop  of 
Clogher,  ^ 

HQ^hd.  September  i^y  171^.' 

^  more 
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rnore  hurt.  Lady  Orkney^  the  late  *  kuig's  miflrcf;;, 
who  lives  at  a  fine  place  five  miles  from  hence  (called 
Chffden)  and  i,  are  grown  mighty  acquaintance. 
She  is  the  wifcft  woman  I  ever  faw  ;  and  lord  treafurcr 
made  great  ufe  of  her  advice  in  the  late  change  of  af- 
fairs.   I  hear  lord  Marlborough  is  growing  ill  of  his 
/Udetes ;  which,  if  it  he  true,  may  foon  carry  him 
ofF;  and  then  the  miniftry  will  he  fomething  more  at 
eafe.    The  doctor  tells  me  I  muft  go  into  a  courfe  of 
ftecU  though  I  have  not  the  fpleen  ;  for  that  they  can 
never  give  me,  though  I  have  as  much  provocation 
to  it  as  any  man  alive.    Bcrnage's  regiment  is  broke ; 
but  he  is  upon  half-pay.    I  have  not  fetn  him  this 
long  time  ;  but  I  fuppofe  he  is  over-run  with  melan- 
choly.   My  lord  S^r^«;jW;' is  certainly  defigned  to 
be  governor  of  Ireland-^  and,  I  believe,  the  duchefs 
will  pleafe  the  people  there  mightily.    1  hear  there 
are  five  or  fix  people  putting  flirongly  in  for  my  liv- 
ings, God  help  them.    But  if  ever  the  court  ftiould 
give  me  any  thing,  I  would  recommend  Raymond  to 
the  duke  of  Ormond ;  not  for  any  particular  friend- 
Ihip  to  him,  but  becaufe  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
minifter  of  Trim  to  have  Laracor.    You  may  keep 
the  gold  fiiudded  fnufi--box  now;  for  my  brotherf 
HilU  governor  of  Dunkirk^  has  fent  me  the  fineft  that 
ever  you  faw.    It  is  allowed  at  court,  that  none  in 
England  comes  near  it,  though  it  did  not  coft  above 
twenty  pounds  %.    And  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton  has 

*  IVillianilW, 

f  One  of  the  fociety. 

\  This  is  the  box,  on  the  bottom  of  which  thegoofe  and  fnail 
vei  e  painted,  that  gave  occafion  to  the  jelVand  repartee  between 
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made  me  a  pocket  for  it,  like  a  woman's,  with  a 
belt  and  buckle,  (forlwear  no  waiftcoat  in  fummer) 
and  there  ar^  feveral  divifions,  andf  one  on  purpofe 
for  my  box.    We  have  had  moft  delightful  weather 
this  whole  week,  but  illnefsand  vomiting  have  hin- 
dered me  from  fliaring  in  a  great  part  of  it.  Lady 
Majhiitn  msid^  the  queen  fend  to  Kenfirtgton  for  fome 
pf  her  preferved  ginger,  for  me,  which  I  take  in  the 
mornings  and  hope  it  will  do  me  good.    The  queen 
will  ftay  here  about  a  month  longer,  I  fuppofe,  but 
lady  MaJham  mW  go  in  ten  days  to  lie-in  at  Kenfmg* 
ton.    Poor  creature,  fhe  fell  down  in  the  court  here 
the  other  day.    She  WQuld  needs  walk  acrofs  it  upon 
fome  difpleafure  with  her  chairmen,  and  was  like  to 
be  fpoiled,  fo  near  her  time  j  but  we  hope  all  is 
over  for  a  black  eye  and  a  fore  fide ;  though  I 
ihall  not  be  at  eafe  till  fhe  is  brought  to-bed.    1  find 
.  I  c^n  fill  up  a  letter,  fome  way  or  other,  without  a 
journal.    If  I  had  not  a  fpirit  naturally  chearful  *, 
1  fliould  be  very  much  difcontented  at  a  thoufand 
things.    Pray  God  preferve  your  health,  and  that  I 
-may  live  free  from  the  envy  and  difcontent,  that  at- 
tends thofe,  who  are  thought  to  have  more  favour 
at  court  than  they  really  polTefs.  Farewel. 

^'^•i/? and  lord  Oxford,  See  S^lft^^  life,  anda  particular  defcnp, 
tion  ot  the  box,  m  a  letter  to  general  Hill,  dated  Au^uft  12 
1712,  printed  ni  the  volumes  publifhed  by  Mr.  De^n^  Sivift 
*  His  life  is  a  mournful  and  ftriking  inftance  of  the  power 
ot  dilappointment,  totally  to  fubvert  natural  chearfulncfs  ta 
taxe  away  the  value  of  every  good,  and  aggr'avate  real'  by 
imaginary  evil. 
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LETTER  LXX. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley. 

London,  0£l.  9,  1711. 

I  Have  left  TVindfor  thefe  ten  days,  and  am  deep 
in  pills,  with  ajfafatida^  and  a  fteel  bitter  drink  j 
and  I  find  my  head  much  better  than  it  was.    I  wai 
Tery  much  difcouraged  ;  for  I  ufed  to  be  ill  for  three 
or  four  days  together,  ready  to  totter  as  I  walked. 
I  take  eight  pills  a  day,  and  have  taken,  I  believe, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  already.  The  queen,  lordtrea- 
furer,  lady  Majham,  and  I,  were  all  ill  together, 
T?ut  are  now  all  better;  only  lady  Majham  cxpeas 
every  day  to  lie-in  2it  Kenftngton.    There  was  never 
fuch  a  lump  of  lies  fpread  about  the  town  together 
as  now.    I  doubt  not  but  you  will  have  them  in 
DttWm  before  this  comes  to  you,  and  all  without  the 
leaft  ground  of  truth.    I  have  been  mightily  put 
^ack  in  fomething  I  am  writing  by  my  illnefs,,  but 
hope  to  fetch  it  up,  fo  as  to  be  ready  when  the  parlia- 
ment meets.    Lord  treafurer  has  had  an  ugly  fit  of 
the  rheumatifm,  but  is  now  near  quite  v/ell.    I  was 
playing  at  one  and  thirty  with  him,  and  his  family,  the 
other  night.    He  gave  us  all  twelve  pence  a-piece  to 
begin  with.  It  putme  in  mind  of  SlilVilliam  Temple'^. 

William  \rt2Xt^  5wf//with  fo  little  liberality,  after  en-, 
couraging  him  to  hope  he  would  provide  for  him,  that  it  was 
like  giving  him  a  (hilling  to  begin  the  world  with. 

lafked 
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t  Jafked  both  him  and  lady  Majham  ferioufly> 
whether  the  queen  were  at  all  inclined  to  a 
dropfy  ?  And  they  pofitively  affured  me  fhe  was  not: 
fo  did  her  phyfician  Arhuthnot^  who  always  attends 
her.  Yet  thefe  devils  have  fpread  that  fhe  has  holes 
in  her  legs,  and  funs  at  her  navel^  and  1  know  not 
what.  Arhuthnot  has  fent  me  from  Windfo)r  3.  pretty 
difcourfe  upon  lying,  and  I  have  ordered  the  printer 
to  come  for  it.  It  is  apropofal  for  publifhing  a  cu- 
rious piece,  called  The  Art  of  PolitUal  Lyings  in 
two  volumes,  Uc.  And  then  there  is  an  abftradt  of 
the  firft  volume,  juft  like  thofe  pamphlets  called 
The  Works  of  the  Learned,  Pray  get  it  when  it  comes 
out*.  The  queen  has  a  little  of  the  gout  in  one  of 
ther  handsi  I  believe  fhe  will  flay  a  month  flill  at 
IVindfor.  Lord  treafurer  fhewed  me  the  kindefl  letter 
from  her  in  the  world,  by  which  I  picked  out  one 
fecret,  that  there  will  be  foon  made  fome  knights 
of  the  garter.  You  know  another  is  fallen  by  lord 
Godolphitis  death  :  he  will  be  buried  in  a  day  or  two 
at  Wejiminjler- Abbey.  I  faw  Tom  Leigh  in  town  once. 
The  bifhop  of  Clogher  has  taken  his  lodgings  for  the 
winter  ;  they  are  all  well.  I  hear  there  are  in  town 
abundance  of  people  from  Ireland  \  half  a  dozen  bi« 
rfhops  at  leafl:.  The  poor  old  bifhop  of  ZWi??/ f, 
-at  paft  fourfcore,  fell  down  backwards  going  up 
flairs,  and  1  hear  broke  or  cfacked  his  fkull  j  yet  i^ 

*  This  is  publiflied  amongthe  Dean's  works,  and  Ispart  of 
the  Mifcellany,  which  he  printed  in  conjunaion  with  Mr.  Pope^ 

t  '  Dr.  Htnry  Compton^  tranflated  to  that  fee  from  ths  bi* 
ihoprick  of  O.rJorJ,  in  1675.' 
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jnow  recovering.  The  town  is  as  empty  as  at  Mld-^ 
Jummer  \  and  if  I  had  not  occafion  for  phyfic,  I  would 
be  at  Wind/or  ftill.  Did  I  tell  you  of  lord  Rivers's  * 
will  ?  He  has  left  a  legacy  to  about  twenty  paultry 
old  whores  by  name^  and  not  a  farthing  toany  friend, 
dependent  or  relation:  he  has  left  from  his  only 
child,  lady  Barrymore^  her  mother's  eftate,  and  given 
the  whole  to  his  heir  male,  a  popifli  prieft,  a  fecond 
coufm,  who  is  now  earl  Rivers^  and  whom  he  ufed 
in  his  life  like  a  footman*  After  him  it  goes  to  his 
chief  wench  and  baftard  f .  Lord  treafurer  and  lord 
chamberlain  are  executors  of  this  hopeful  will.  I 
loved  the  man,  and  deteft  his  memory.  We  hear 
nothing  of  peace  yet :  I  believe  verily  the  Dutch  are 
fo  v/ilful,  becaufe  they  are  told  the  queen  cannot 
live.    I  believe  I  efcaped  the  fever,  becaufe  I  am  not 

*  *  Richard  Savage  J  earl  of  Risers,  who  died  iSth  Aug, 
3712.' 

f  Amongothcr  natural  children  ofthls  nobleman  was /^irZ'^r^ 
' Salvage i  aman  celebrated  for  his  genious  and  misfortunes.  His 
mother  was  Anne  countefs  o{  Macclesfield,  to  whom  Salvage  did^ 
drefled  a  poem  called,  'The  Bafiard,  and  who  afterwards  married 
colonel  Bret.  Lord  Ri'vers  having  committed  the  child  to  her 
care,  fhe  placedhim  with  a  poor  woman  in  an  obfcure  village; 
and  when  he  en  quired  after  him  on  his  death-bed,  that  he  might 
provide  for  him  among  other  natural  children,  fhe  told  him  he 
^vasdead;  and,  by  this  diabolical  and  unprovoked  cruelty,  flie 
deprived  herfonofa legacy  of  fix  thoufand  pounds,  whichhisfa- 
ther  had  bequeathed  to  him  in  his  will,  and  which,  notfufpefl- 
5ng  that  there  could  exift  in  a  human  form  a  mother,  that  would 
ruin  her  fon  without  enriching  herfelf,  he  bellowed  upon  fome 
ether  perfon.  By  chief  wench,  ^c.  are  fuppofed  to  be  meant 
Ivlrs.  Golleion  and  her  daughter.  See  the  life  of  Sa^uage  by 
^^oh?2fon. 
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well  ;  fome  phyficians  here  talk  very  melancholy, 
and  think  it  foreruns  the  plague,  which  is  aftually 
at  Hamburgh.  I  think  we  both  have  the  faculty  ne- 
ver to  part  with  a  diforder  for  ever ;  we  are  very 
conftant,  1  have  had  my  giddinefs  twenty  three  years 
by  fits. 

Omber  nth,  Lord treafurer  fent  forme  yefterday 
and  the  day  before  to  fit  with  him,  becaufe  he  is  not 
yet  quite  well  enough  to  go  abroad  j  and  I  could  not 
finifti  my  letter.    How  the  deuce  came  I  to  be  fo  ex- 
zSt  in  your  money  >  Juft  feventeen  fliillings  and  eight- 
pence  more  than  due ;   I  believe  you  cheat  me. 
Ppt.  *  makes  a  petition  with  many  apologies.  Johm 
Danvers,  you  know,  is  lady  G/^r^/'s  friend.    I  tell 
you  what,  as  things  are  at  prefent,  I  cannot  poffi- 
bly  fpeak  to  lord  treafurer  for  any  body.    I  need 
tell  you  no  more.  Something  or  nothing  will  be  done 
in  my  own  affairs  ;  if  the  former,  I  will  be  a  folici- 
tor  for  your  filler  ;  if  the  latter,  I  have  done  with 
courts  for  ever.    Opportunities  will  often  fall  in  my 
way,  if  I  am  ufed  well,  and  I  will  then  make  iV 
my  bufinefs.    It  is  my  delight  to  do  good  offices  for 
people  who  want  and  deferve  it,  and  a  tenfold  de- 
light to  do  it  to  a  relation  of  Ppt.  whofe  affairs  Ppt 
has  fo  at  heart.    I  have  taken  down  his  name  and 
his  cafe  (not  her  cafe,}  and  whenever  a  proper  time 
comes,  I  will  do  all  lean:  that  is  enough  to  fay, 

*  Ppt.  is  Mrs.  yo/m/o».  Mrs.  Dwgky.  the  lady  to  whom  this 
letter  .s  addveffed,  though  a  relation  of  Sir  irL^  rZt  ' 
had  no  more  than  an  annuity  of  27/.  for  a  fubf.ftence:  this  tiie 
Pean  ufed  to  receive  for  her ;  and  it  was  known  by  an  accident 
»ftcr  hi5  memory  fa,led,  that  he  allowed  her  an  annuitj  of  50 

3  when 
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Vfhcn  I  can  do  no  more;  and  I  beg  your  pardon  a 
thoufand  times,  that  I  cannot  do  better.  I  hope  the 
dean  of  St.  Patrick's*  is  well  of  his  fever ,  he  ha$  never 
wrote  to  me;  I  am  glad  of  it ;  pray  don't  defire  him 
to  write.  I  have  dated  your  bill  late,  becaufe  itmuft 
not  commence  till  the  firft  of  November  next.  Are 
you  good  houfewifesand  readers  ?  Are  you  walkers  ? 
I  know  you  are  gamefters.    Are  you  drinkers?  Are 

you  hold,  I  mufi:  go  no  farther,  for  fear  of 

abufing  fine  ladies.    Parvifol  has  not  fent  me  one 
word  how  he  fqtthis  year's  tithes.    Pray,  a{k  whe- 
ther tithes  fct  well  or  ill  this  year,    Biihsop  of  Kil^ 
laIoe\  tells  me  wool  bears  a  good  rate  in  Ireland ; 
but  how  is  corn  ?  I  dined  yefterday  with  lady  Ork^ 
ney^  and  we  fat  alone  from  two  till  eleven  at  night. 
You  have  heard  of  her,  I  fuppofe.    I  have  twenty 
letters  upon  my  hands,  and  2im  fo  lazy  and  fo  bufy, 
I  cannot  anfwer  them,  and  they  grow  upon  me  for 
feveral  months.    Have  I  any  apples  at  Laracor  ?  It 
is  ftrange  every  year  feould  blaft  them,  when  I  took 
fomuch  care  for  fhelter.    Lord  BoUngbroke  has  been 
idle  at  his  country  houfe  this  fortnight,  which  puts 
me  backwards  inbufmefs  I  have.    1  am  got  into  an 
ordinary  room  two  pair  of  flairs,  and  fee  nobody,  if 
I  can  help  it ;  yet  fome  puppies  have  found  me  out, 
and  my  man  is  not  fuch  an  artift  as  Patrick  at  denying 
me,  Patrick  has  been  foliciting  to  come  to  me  again, 
but  in  vain.    The  printer  has  been  here  with  fome 
of  the  new  whims  printed,  and  has  taken  up  my  time. 
I  am  juft  going  out^^  and  can  only  bid  you  farewel. 

*  <  Dr.  Sterne.'' 

^  Dr.  miliam  LloyJ,  vjho  dkd  In  Decembsr,  1716. 
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LETTER  LXXK 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs,  Johnson. 

London,  061.  28,  xyia. 

I  Have  been  in  phyfic  this  month,  and  have 
been  better  thefe  three  weeks.  I  flop  my  phyfic,  by 
the  dodlors  orders,  till  he  fends  me  farther  directions. 
jD.  Z).  ♦grows  politician,  and  longs  to  hear  the  peace 
is  proclaimed.  I  hope  we  ftiall  have  it  foon,  for  the 
Dutch  are  fully  humbled  ;  and  Prior  is  juft  come  over 
from  France  for  a  few  days  ;  I  fuppofe  upon  fome 
important  affair,  I  faw  him  laft  night,  but  had  no 
private  talk  with  him*  Stocks  rife  upon  his  coming. 
As  for  my  ftay  in  England^  it  cannot  be  long  now,  aiid 
fo  tell  my  friends.  Theparliament  will  not  meet  till 
after  Chrijimas^  and  by  that  timp  the  vrorlc  I  am 
doing  will  be  over,  and  then  nothing  fhall  keep  me, 
I  am  very  much  difcontented  at  Parvifol^  about  ne- 
glefting  to  fell  my  horfcs,  ^r. 

Lady  Majham  is  not  yet  brought  to-bed  ;  but 
expcft  it  daily.  I  dined  with  her  to-day.  Lord  Bo^ 
lingbroke  returned  about  two  months  ago,  and  Prior 
about  a  week  ;  and  goes  back  {Prior  I  mean)  in  a 
few  days.  Who  told  you  of  my  fnufF-box  and  poc- 
kets ?  did  I  ?  I  had  a  letter  to-day  from  Dr.  Coghill^ 
defiring  me  to  get  Raphoe  for  dean  Sterne,  and  fthe 
deanry  for  myfelf.  I  ftiall  indeed,  I  have  fuch  obli- 
gations to  Sicrne.     But,  however,  if  I  am  afked 


*  Perhaps  Mrs.  Dittglej^ 
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who  will  make  a  good  bifhop,  I  fliall  name  him  be-^ 
fore  any  body.  Then  comes  another  letter,  defiring 
I  would  recommend  a  provoft,  fuppofing  that  Pratt  * 
(who  has  been  h^re  about  a  week)  will  certainly  be 
promoted  ;  but  I  believe  he  will  not.  I  prefented 
Pratt  to  lord  treafurer,  and  truly  young  Molyneux  f 
wbuld  have  had  me  prefent  him  too  ;  but  I  diredlly 
anfwered  him  I  would  not,  unlefs  he  had  bufmels 
with  him.  He  is  the  fon  of  one  Mr,  M^/yneuXj  of 
Ireland.  His  father  wrote  a  book  J  ;  I  fiippok  you 
know  it.  Here  is  the  duke  of  Marlbarough  going 
out  of£'«^/^«^(  Lord  knows  why)  5  which'caufes  many 
fpeculations,  Some  fay  he  is  confcious  of  guilt,  and 
darenotftand  it.  Others  think  he  has  a  mind  to  fling 
an  odium  on  the  government,  as  who  ftiould  fay,  that 
one,  who  has  donefuch  great  fervices  to  his  country, 
cannot  live  quietly  in  it,  by  reafon  of  the  malice  of 
his  enemies.  I  have  helped  to  patch  up  thefe  peo- 
pie  together  once  more,  God  knows  how  long  it 
may  laft.  I  was  to-day  at  a  trial  between  lord  Landfr 
down  and  lord  Carteret^  two  friends  of  mine,  It  was 
in  the  Queens-Bench^  for  about  fix  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  (or  nine,  I  think).    I  fat  under  lord  chief 

*  ^  Dr.  Benjapiin  Trait y  provoft  pf  T "^iniiy  -  College  at 
Dtihlin,'' 

f  ^  Samuely  fon  of  William  Molyneux y  Efq  ;  thq  friend  and 
ccrrefppndent  of  Mr.  Locke.  Mr.  Samuel  Molyneux  vj-Si^  after- 
wards Tecrctary  to  the  late  king  George  II.  when  prince  of  Wales. 
He  married  lady  Elizaheth  Capelly  daughter  of  Algernon  earl  of 
Effex.    He  died  in  ^/>ri/,  1728/ 

J  «  The  cafe  of  IreiandV  being  bound  by  aSls  of  parliamefit  In, 
England fntedy  publi/hed  in  1698,  in  o6lavo.' 
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juMcc  Parker,  and  his  pen  falling  down,  I  reached  it 
up.    Hs  made  me  a  low  bow;  and  I  was  going  to 
whifper  him,  that  /      done  good  for  evil;  for. Aewotdd 
have  taken  mine  from  me,    I  told  it  lord  treafurer  and 
BoUngbroke,    Parker  would  not  have  known  me,  if 
feveral  lords  on  the  bench,  and  in  the  court,  bowings 
had  not  turned  every  body's  eyes,  and  fet  them  a- 
whifpering.    I  owe  the  dog  a  fpite,  and  will  pay 
him  in  two  months  atfartheft,  if  I  can.    So  much 
for  that.    But  you  muft  have  chat,  and  I  muft  fay 
every  forry  thing  that  comes  into  my  head.  They  fay 
the  queen  will  ftay  a  month  longer  at  Wind/or.  Thefc 
devils  of  Gruhjireet  rogues,  that  write  the  Flying- 
Pojl  and  Medley  in  one  paper,  will  not  be  quiet. 
They  are  always  mauling  lord  treafurer,  lord  Bo- 
linhroke^  and  me.    We  have  the  dog  under  profecu- 
tion,  but  BoUngbroke  is  not  a£live  enough  \  but  I 
hope  to  fwinge  him.    He  is  a  Scotch  xOgM^^  on^ 
Ridpafh,  They  get  out  upon  bail,  and  write  on.  We 
take  them  again,  and  getfrefli  bail ;  and  fo  it  goes 
round.  They  fay,  fome  learned  Dutchma7i\\2,s>  wrote  a. 
book,  proving,  by  civil  law,  that  we  do  them  wrong 
by  this  peace  ;  but  I  (hall  fhew,  by  plain  reafon, 
that  we  have  fuffered  the  wrong,  and  not  they.  I 
toil  like  a  horfe,  and  have  hundreds  of  letters  ftill 
to  read  ;  and  fqueeze  a  line  perhaps  out'ofeach,  or 
at  leaft  the'feeds  of  aline.    Strajford  goes  back  to 
Holland  in  a  day  or  two,  and  I  hope  our  peace  is  ve- 
ry near,    I  have  about  thirty  pages  more  to  write- 
(this  is  to  be  extra£led  j  which  will  befixty  in  print. 
It  is  the  moft  troublefome  part  of  all,  and  I  cannot 
keep  myfeif  private,  tho'  1  itole  into  a  room  up  two 
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pair  of  ftaifs,  when  I  came  from  Windfor  *^  but  my 
prefent  man  has  not  yet  learned  his  lelTon  of  denying 
me  difcreetly 

30th,  The  duchefsof  Ormond  found  me  out  to-day, 
and  made  me  dine  with  her.  Lady  Ma/ham  is  ftill  ex- 
peSing.  She  has  had  a  cruel  cold.  I  could  not  finifli 
my  letter  laft  poftfor  the  foul  of  me.  Lord  Bolinghroke 
has  had  my  papers  thefe  fix  weeks,  and  done  nothing 
to  them.  IsTifdall yet  in  the  world  ?  I  propofe  writ- 
ing controverfies,  to  get  a  name  with  pofterity.  The 
duke  of  Qrmond  will  not  be  over  thefe  three  or  four 
days.  I  defign  to  make  him  join  with  me  in  fettling 
all  right  among  our  people.  1  have  ordered  the  duchefs 
to  let  me  have  an  hour  with  the  duke  at  his  firft  com- 
ing, to  give  him  a  true  ftate  of  perfons  and  things.  I 
believe  the  duke  oi Shrewsbury  will  hardly  bedeclared 
your governour yet;  atleafti  think fo now  ;  but  refo- 
lutions  alter  very  often.  Duke  Hamilton  gave  ine  a 
pound  of  fnufF  to-day,  admirable  good.  1  wifh  D*  D. 
had  it,  and  Ppt.  too,  if  fhe  likes  it.  It  coft  me  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  of  his  politics,  which  I  was  forced  to 
hear.  Lady  Orkney  is  making  me  a  writing  table  of 
her  own  contrivance,  and  a  bed  night-gown.  She  is 
perfectly  kind  like  a  mother.  I  think  the  d 
was  it  in  the  other  day,  that  I  fliould  talk  to  her  of 
an  ugly  fquinting  coufm  of  hers,  and  the  poor 
lady  herfelf,  you  know,  fquints  like  a  dragon.  The 
other  day  we  had  a  long  difcourfe  with  her  about  love; 
and  flie  toldusafayingofherfl^leri^f/zW^;wg',  which 
I  thought  excellent,  that  in  men^  defire  begets  love ^  and 
in  women^  love  begets  dejire.  We  have  abundance  of 
our  old  criers  ftill  hereabouts.    I  hear  every  morning 
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'  your  women  with  the  old  fattin  and  tafFata,  J^V.  the 
fellowwith  old  coats,  fuits,  or  cloaks.  Our  weather 
is  abominable  of  late.  We  have  not  two  tolerable 
days  in  twenty.  I  have  loft  money  again  at  ombre, 
I  with  lord  Or/f«0' and  others;  yet,  after  all,  this  year 
I  I  have  loft  but  three  and  twenty  fliillings  ^  fo  that, 
confidering  card-money,  lamnolofer. 

Our  fociety  hath  not  yet  renewed  their  meetings, 
I  hope  wefhall  continue  to  dofomegood  this  winter; 
and  lord  treafurer  promifes  the  academy  for  reform- 
ing our  language  fliall  foon  go  forward.  I  muft  now 
go  hunt  thofe  dry  letters  for  materials.  You  will  fee 
fomething  very  notable,  I  hope.  So  much  for  thai. 
CJod  Almighty  blefs  you. 

LETTER  LXXIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dinglet. 

London,  Nov.  15,  1711* 

Bfifore  this  comes  to  your  hands,  you  will  hare 
heard  of  themoft  terrible  accident  that  hath  almofl-  ever 
happened.  This  morning,  at  eight,  my  man  broughl: 
me  word,  that  duke  Hamilton  had  fought  with  lord 
MohuHj  and  killed  him,  and  was  brought  home 
wounded.  I  immediately  fent  him  to  the  duke's  houfe, 
in  St,  James' S'fquare  ;  but  the  porter  could  hard- 
ly anfwer  him  for  tears,  and  a  great  rabble  was  about 
the  houfe.  In  fhort,  they  fought  at  feven  this  morn- 
ing. The  dog  Mohun  w^as  killed  on  the  fpot ;  but, 
while  the  duke  was  over  him,  Mohun  (hortening  his 
fword,  ftabbed  him  in  at  the  fhoulder  to  the  heart. 
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The  duke  was  helped  towards  thecake-houfe,  by  the 
ring,  in  Hyde-park  (where  they  fought)  and  died  on 
the  grafs,  before  he  could  reach  the  houfe ;  and  was 
brought  home  in  his  coach  by  eight,  while  the  poor 
duchefs  was  afleep.    Maccartney  and  one  Hamilton 
were  the  feconds,  who  fought  likewife,  and  are  both 
fled.  I  am  told,  that  a  footman  of  lord  Mohuris  ftab- 
bed  duke  Hamilton  ;  and  fome  fay  Maccartney  HA  fo 
too.    Mohungzve  the  afFront,  and  yet  fent  the  chal- 
lenge.   1  am  infinitely  concerned  for  the  poor  duke, 
who  was  a  frank,  honefl:,  good-natured  man.  I  loved 
him  very  well,  and  I  think  he  loved  me  better.  He 
had  the  greateft  mind  in  the  world  to  have  me  go  with 
him  to  France^  but  durft  not  tell  it  me  ;  and  thofehe 
did  tell  faid  I  could  not  be  fpared,  which  was  true^ 
Theyh  ave  removed  the  poor  duchefs  to  a  lodffino-irj 
the  neighbourhood,  where  I  have  been  with  her  two 
hours,  and  am  juft  come  away.    I  never  faw  fo  me- 
lancholy a  fcene  ;  for  indeed  all  reafons  for  real  grief 
belong  to  hep;  nor  is  it  poflible  for  any  one  to  be  a 
greater  lofer  in  all  regards.    She  has  moved  my  very 
foul.  The  lodging  was  inconvenient,  and  they  would 
have  removed  her  to  another ;  but  I  would  not  fufFer 
it,  becaufe  it  had  no  room  backwards,  and  flie  muft 
have  been  tortured  with  the  noife  of  the  Griihjlreet 
fcreamers,  ringing  her  hufband's  murder  in  her  ears. 

I  believe  you  have  heard  the  ftory  of  my  efcape,  in 
opening  the  band-box  fent  to  the  lord  treafurer.  The 
prints  have  told  a  thoufand  lies  of  it ;  but  at  laft  we 
gave  them  a  true  account  of  it  at  length,  printed  in 
\\\tEvcning-poJl\  onlyl  would  not  fuffer  them  to  name 
me,  having  been  fo  often  named  before^  and  teazed  to 
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ideath  with  queftions.  I  wonder  how  I  came  to  have 
fo  much  prefence  of  mind,  which  is  not  ufually  my 
talent;  but  fo  it pleafed  God,  and  I  faved  myfelf  and 
I  him ;  for  there  was  a  bullet-piece.  A  gentleman  told 
I  me,  that  if  I  had  been  killed,  the  whigs  would  have 
called  it  a  judgment,  becaufe  the  barrels  were  of  ink- 
horns,  with  which  I  had  done  them  fo  much  mifchief. 
There  was  a  pure  Grubjireet  of  it,  full  of  lies  and  in 
confiftencies.  I  do  not  like  thefe  things  at  all,  and  I 
wifhmyfelf  more  and  more  among  my  willows.  There 
is  a  devilifli  fpirit  among  people,  and  the  miniftry 
muft  exert  themfelves,  or  fink. 

1 6th,  I  thought  to  have  finifhed  this  yefterday; 
but  was  too  much  difturbed.  1  fent  a  letter  early  this 
morning  to  lady  Majham^  to  beg  her  to  write  feme 
comforting  words  to  the  poor  duchefs.  I  dined  to- 
day with  lady  Mafnam  at  Kenfmgton^  where  flie  is  ex- 
peding  thefe  two  months  to  lie-in.  She  has  promifed 
me  to  get  the  queen  to  write  to  the  duchefs  kindly  on 
this  occafion;  and  to-morrov/  I  will  beg  lord  trea- 
furer  to  vifit  and  comfort  her.  I  have  been  with  her 
two  hours  again,  and  find  her  worfe.  Her  violences 
not  fo  frequent,  but  her  melancholy  more  formal  and 
fettled.  She  has  abundance  of  wit  and  fpirit;  about 
thirty-three  years  old;  handfome  and  airy,  and 
feldom  fpared  any  body  that  gave  her  the  leaft  provo- 
cation ;  by  which  fne  had  many  enemies,  and  few 
friends.  L^iy  Orkney,  her  fifter-in-law,  is  come  to 
town  on  thisoccafion;  and  has  been  to  fee  her,  ^and 
behaved  herfelf  with  great  humanity.  They  have 
been  always  very  ill  together,  and  the  poor  duchefs 
could  not  have  patience,  when  people  told  her  I  went 
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t)ftfia  to  lady  Orkney  But  I  am  refolvcd  to  mate 
them  fiiends  ;  for  the  duchefs  is  now  no  more  th^ 
objeft  of  envy,  and  muft  learn  humility  from  the  fe- 
vereft  mafter,  ajffiiSiion.  I  defign  to  make  the  minr* 
ftryput  out  a  proclamation  (if  it  can  be  found  proper) 
tigainft  that  villain  Maccartncy*  What  fhall  we  d6 
with  thefe  murderers  !  I  cannot  end  this  letter  to^ 
night,  and  there  is  no  occafion;  for  1  cannot  fend 
it  till  Tuefday^  and  the  coroner's  inqueft  on  the  duke^s 
hoi^  is  to  be  to-morrow.  Then  I  ftiall  know  more*  i 
Xh'is  is  a  very  farprifing  event.  'Tis  late,  and  1*11  go 
to  bed.  This  looks  like  journals. 

I  yth,  I  was  to-day  at  noon  with  the  duchefs  of  Ha- 
tnllton  again,  after  1  had  been  with  lady  Orkney^  and 
charged  her  to  be  kind  to  her  fifter  in  her  afflidion. 
The  duchefs  told  me  lady  Orkney  had  been  with  her, 
and  that  fhe  did  not  treat  her  as  gently  as  fhe  ought. 
They  hate  one  another,  but  I  will  try  to  patch  it  up. 
I  have  been  drawing  up  a  paragraph  for  the  Pojiboy^ 
to  be  out  to-morrow,  and  as  malicious  as  poffible, 
and  very  proper  for  Abel  Roper ^  the  printer  of  it.  I 
dined  at  lord  treafurer's  at  fix  in  the  evening,  which 
is  hisufual  hour  of  returningfrom  Wind/or:  he  promi- 
fes  to  vifit  the  duchefs  to-morrow,  and  fays  he  has 
a  meflage  to  her  from  the  queen.  'Tis  latej  I  have 
ftayed  till  paft  one  with  him. 

1 8th,  The  committee  of  council  is  to  fit  this  after- 
noon upon  the  affair  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton's  mut-^ 
der,  and  I  hope  a  proclamation  will  be  out  againft 
Maccartney.  1  was  juft  now  ('tis  now  noon)  with  the 
duchefs,  to  let  her  know  lord  treafurer  will  fee  her. 
She  is  migbtfly  out  of  order.  The  jury  hav-e  not  yst 
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brought  in  their  verdift  upon  the  coroner's  inqueft. 
We  fufpeft  Maccartney  ftabbed  the  duke  while  he  was 
fighting.  The  queen  and  lord  treafurer  are  in  great 
concern  at  this  event.  I  dine  to*day  again  with  lord 
treafurer;  but  muft  fend  this  to  the  poft-oflice  before, 
becaufe  elfe  I  fhall  not  have  time;  he  ufually  keeps 
mc  too  late.  Ben  Tooke  bid  me  write  to  £>.  D.  *  to 
fend  her  certificate,  for  it  is  high  time  it  fliould  be 
fent,  he  fays.  Pray  make  Parvifol v/ritQ  to  me^  and 
fend  me  a  general  account  of  my  affairs;  and  let  him 
know  I  fhall  be  over  in  fpring,  and  that  by  all 
means  he  fells  the  horfes.  Prior  has  kifTed  the 
queen's  hand,  and  will  return  to  France  in  a  few 
days,  and  lord  Strafford  to  Holland,  Now  the  king 
of  Spain  has  renounced  his  pretenfions  to  France^ 
the  peace  muft  follow  very  foon  unavoidably:  You 
muft  no  more  call  Phillip  duke  of  Anjou^  for  we  now 
acknowledge  him  king  of  Spain,  Dr.  Pratt  tells 
me,  you  are  all  mad  in  Ireland  with  your  playhoufe 
frolics  and  prologues,  and  I  know  not  what.  Mr. 
Verdoen  was  with  me  yefterday,  and  enquired  after 
you.  He  was  a  lieutenant,  and  is  now  broke,  and 
upon  half-pay.  He  aficed  me  nothing  for  himfelf; 
but  wanted  an  employment  for  a  friend,  who  vuoiid 
give  a  handfome  pair  of  gloves.  One  Hales  fen  t  me  up 
a  letter  the  other  day,  which  faid  you  lodged  in  his 
houfe,  and  therefore  defired  I  would  get  him  acivjl 
employment.  I  would  not  be  within,  and  have  di- 
re£ted  my  man  to  give  him  an  anfwer,  that  I  never 
open  letters  brought  me  by  the  writers,  tfr.  I  was 
cwnplaiaing  to  a  lady,  that  I  wanted  to  mend  an 

*  *  Mr$.  Dbgkj.' 
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employment  from  forty  to  fixty  pounds  a  year  in  the 
falt-office,  and  thought  it  hard  I  could  not  do  it.  , 
She  told  met  Mr.  Griffin  fhould  do  it.  And  after- 
wards 1  met  Griffin  at  her  lodgings ;  and  he  was, 
1  found,  one  I  had  been  acquainted  with.  I  named 
Filly  to  him,  and  his  abode  fome where  ntzx  Nant^ 
wtch.  He  faid  frankly^  he  had  formerly  examined 
the  man^  and  found  he  underftood  very  little  of  his 
bufmefs;  but  if  he  heard  he  mended,  he  would  do 
what  I  defired.  I  will  let  it  reft  a  while,  and  then 
jcfume  it;  and  if  Ppt.  writes  to  Filly ^  Ihe  may  ad- 
vife  him  to  diligence,  ^c.  I  told  Griffin  pofitively 
I  would  have  it  done,  if  the  man  mended.  This  is 
a:n  account  of  Ppfs  commifllon  to  her  moft  humble 
fervant.  I  have  a  world  of  writing  to  finifli,  and 
little  time  J  thefe  toads  of  minifters  are  fo  Jlow  in 
their  helps. 


LETTER  LXXIIL 
Countefs  of  Orkney  to  Dr.  Swift» 

London,  Nov.  ii,  1712. 

Th5s  key  will  open  treafures ;  but  vain  in  me  to 
know  them  *.  Your  conveniency  is  my  fatisfadion. 
If  I  can  or  may  read  what  will  be  in  this  table,  it 
ought  and  fliall  be  my  happinefs.  You  muft  difcern 
this  comes  from  the  moft  interefted  joiner  that  ever 

This  letter  was  accompanied  with  a  prefent  of  a  writing* 
table,  feal,  paper,  wax,  &c* 

made 
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made  a  thing  of  this  nature.  Perufe  narrowly,  and 
what  faults  you  find,  they  fliall  be  mended,  in  eyer^ 
particular,  to  the  uti^gft,  capacity  of,  fir,  your 
obliged  humble  fervant, 

E.  Orkney, 


LETTER  LXXIV. 
Countefs  of  Orkney  to  Dr.  Swift. 

^  Nov,  22,  1712. 

1  OU  are  extremely  obliging  to  write  how  well 
you  take  my  whim,  in  telling  my  true  thoughts  of 
your  mind  :  for  I  was  afliamed,  when  '  I  reflefled 
and  hoped  I  fliould  fee  you  foon,  after  expreffing  the 
value  I  have  of  you  in  an  uncommon  way.  But  thi5 
I  write  with  afllirance,  that  I  am  very  fincerely,  fir, 
your  obliged  humble  fervant,  ' 

E.  Orkney. 

LETTER  LXXV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs*  D  i  n  g  l  e  y* 

I London,  Dec.  i2>  1712. 
Proteft  folemnly  T  am  not  able  to  write  to  you 
for  other  bufinefs,  but  I  will  renew  my  journal  me- 
thod to  you  next  time,  I  find  it  is  eafier,  tho'  it 
contains  nothing  but  where  I  dine,  and  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day.  I  will  write  now  but  once  in  three 
^VoL,  L  O  weeks. 
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weeks,  till  this  bufinefs  is  ofF my  hatrds,  which  muff 
be  in  fix,  I  think,  at  fartheft.    Oh !  I  remember 
your  reprimanding  me  for  meddling  in  other  people's 
affairs :  I  have  enough  of  it  now  with  a  worrier. 
Two  women  have  been  here  fix  times  a-piece ;  I 
never  faw  them  yet.  The  firft  I  have  difpatched  with 
a  letter;  the  other  I  muft  fee,  and  tell  her  I  can  do 
nothing  for  her:  ftie  is  wife  of  one  Mr.  Conner^  an 
old  college  acquaintance,  and  comes  on  a  foolifli 
errand,  for  fome  old  pretenfions,  that  will  fucceed, 
when  I  am  lord  treafurer.    I  am  got  up  two  pair  of 
flairs  in  a  private  lodging,  and  have  ordered  all  my 
friends  not  to  difcover  where  I  am;  yet  every  morn- 
ing two  or  three  fets  are  plaguing  me,  and  my  pre- 
fent  fervant  has  not  yet  his  leflbn  perfeft  of  denying 
me.    1  have  written  one  hundred  and  thirty  pages 
in  folio  to-  be  printed,  and  muft  write  thirty  more, 
which  will  make  a  large  book  of  four  fliillings  *. 
I  wlfti  1  had  an  opportunity  of  fending  you  foms 
fnufF..   1  will  watch  who  goes  to  Ireland^  and  do  it, 
if  polTible.    I  had  a  letter  from  Parvifol,  and  find  he 
has  fet  my  livings  very  low.   Colonel  Hamilton,  who 
was  fecond  to  duke  Hamilton,  is  tried  to-day.  I  fup- 
pofe  he  is  come  off,  but  have  not  heard.    I  dined 
with  lord  treafurer,  but  left  him  by  nine,  and  vifited 
fome  people.    Lady  Betty,  his  daughter,  will  be 
married  on  Monday  next  (as  I  fuppofe)  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Caermarihen.    I  did  not  know  your  country 
place  had  been  P^r/m??,.  till  you  told  me  fo  in  your 

*  ^  This  feems  to  be  his  Hiftorj  of  the  Peace  of  Uu-echt,  nat 
pybliOicd  till  after  his  death,* 
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lift.  Has  Sivanion  taken  it  of  Wallis?  That  WaU 
lis  was  a  grave,  wife  coxcomb,  God  be  thanked 
-that  Ppt.  is  better  of  her  difordcrs.  God  keep  her 
fo.  The  pamphlet  of  political  lying  is  written  by 
I)r.  Arbuthnot^  the  author  of  John  Bull-,  'tis  very 
pretty,  but  not  fo  obvious  to  be  underftpod.  Hig- 
gins,  firft  chaplain  to  duke  iifo/w/V/^w  ?  Why,  duke 
Hamilton  never  dreamed  of  a  chaplain,  nor,  I  believe, 
ever  heard  of  Htggins.  You  are  glorious  newfmon- 
gers  m  Ireland  I  dean  Francisy  Sir  Richard  Levinge^ 
fluff,  ftuff,  and  Pr^//,  moreftufF.  We  have  loft  our 
fine  froft  here;  and  Abel  Roper  tells  me  you  have 
had  floods  in  Dublin.  So,  you  read  one  of  the  Grub- 
^w/j  about  the  band-box..  The  whig  papers  have 
abufed  me  about  the  band-box.  God  help  me,  what 
could  I  do?  I  fairly  ventured  my  life.  There  is  a 
particular  account  of  it  in  the  Poji  Boy,  and  Evening 
P^/?  of  that  day.  Lord  treafurer  has  had  the  feal 
fent  him,  that  fealed  the  box,  and  direftions  where 
to  find  the  other  piftql  in  a  tree  in  St,  James's  Park^ 
yThichloidi  Bolingbroke's  meflengers  found  accord- 
ingly; but  who  fent  the  prefent  is  not  yet  known* 
Duke  Hamilton  avoided  the  quarrel  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  according  to  the  foppifli  rules  of  honour  in 
prailice.  What  fignified  your  writing  angry  to 
Filly  P  I  hope  yOu  faid  nothing  of  having  any  thing 
from  me.  The  queen  is  in  town,  and  lady  Ma- 
Jlmm\  month  of  lying-in  is  .  within  two  days  of 
being  out.  I  was  at  the  chriftening  on  Monday,  t 
could  not  get  the  child  mmed  Robin,  after  lord  trea- 
furer; it  is  Samuel,  after  the  father.  My  brother 
Ormdnd  fent  me  fome  chocolate  to-day.    I  wifli  you 

O  a  ha<i 
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hadfhareof  It:  they  fay  it  is  good  for  me,  and  I 
defign  to  drink  fome  in  the  morning.    Our  fociety 
meets  next  Thurfday^  now  the  queen  is  in  town ;  and 
lord  treafurer  affures  me,  that  the  fociety  for  reform- 
ing the  language  fhall  foon  be  eftablifhed.    I  have 
given  away  ten  (hillings  this  day  to  fervants.  What 
aftir  about  company?  I  kept  no  company  at  all, 
nor  have  I  any  defire  to  keep  any.    I  never  go  to  a 
cofFee-houfe  nor  a  tavern,  nor  have  touched  a  card 
fmce  I  left  Windfor.    I  make  few  vifits,  nor  go  to 
levees !  my  only  debauching  is  fitting  late  where 
I  dine,  if  1  like  the  company.  I  have  almoft  dropped 
the  ducheffefs     Shrewsbury  and  Hamilton^  and  feve- 
ral  others.    Lord  treafurer,  the  duke  of  Ormond^ 
and  lady  Orkney^  are  all  that  I  fee  very  often.  O 
yes,  lady  Majham  and  lord  Bollnghroke^  and  one  or 
two  private  friends.    I  make  no  figure  but  at  court, 
V/here  I  affeft  to  turn  from  a  lord  to  the  meaneft 
Gf  my  acquaintance,  and  I  love  to  go  there  on  Sundays 
to  fee  the  world;  but,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  am 
growing  weary  of  it.    I  diflike  a  million  of  things 
fiithecourfe  of  public  affairs;  and  if  I  were  to 
ftay  here  much  longer,  I  am  fure  I  fliould  ruin 
myfelf  v/ith  endeavouring  to  mend  them.  ^  I  am 
every  day  invited  into  fchemes  of  doing  this,  but 
I- cannot  find  any,  that  will  probably  fucceed.  It 
is  impoffible  to  fave  people  againft  their  own  will; 
and  I  have  been  too  much  engaged  in  patch-work 
already.    Do  you  underftand  all  this  ftuff?  No. 
Well,  then,  you  are  nov/ returned  to  Ombre  and  the 
dean,' and  ChriJirrMS',  I  wiftiyou  a  very  good  merry 
one.    It    late,  I'll  go  to  fleep;  I  don't  fleep  well,, 

and- 


C  197  1 

tincl  therefore  never  dare  to  drink  coffee  or  tea  after 
dinner. 

I3th5  Morning.  I  am  fo  very  fleepy  in  the 
mornings,  that  my  man  wakens  me  above  ten  times ; 
and  now  I  can  tell  you  no  news  of  this  day. 
Here  is  a  reftlefs  dog,  crying  cabbages  and  favoys, 
plagues  me  every  morning  about  this  time;  he  is 
now  at  it.  I  w^ifli  his  lar^-eft  cabbaore  were  flickino- 
in  his  throat.  I  lodge  over  againft  the  houfe  in 
Little  Rider-Jfreet^  where  £).  £).  lodged.  To-night 
I  muft  fee  the  Abbe  Gaultier^  to  get  fome  particulars 
for  my  hiftory  *.  It  was  he,  who  was  firft  employed 
by  France  in  the  overtures  of  peace,  and  I  have  not 
had  time  this  month  to  fee  him;  he  is  but  a  puppy 
too.  Lady  Orkney  has  juft  fent  to  invite  me  to  din- 
?iner;  fhe  has  not  yet  given  me  the  bed  night-gown; 
befides,  I  am  come  very  much  off  from  writing  in 
bed,  though  I  am  doing  it  this  minute;  but  I ftay 
till  my  fire  is  burned  up.  Lord  Abercorn  is  come  to 
London^  and  will  plague  me,  and  I  can  do  .hijn 
no  fervice.    The  dukeof  goes  in  a  day 

or  two  for  France^  perhaps  to-day.  We  fhall  h.aye 
a  peace  very  foon;   the  are  ' almoft  entirely 

agreed,  and  if  they  ftop,  we  fliall  make  it  without 
I  them.    That  has  been  refolved.    This  is  a  fine  day. 
I  am  ruined  with  coaches  and  chairs  this  twelve- 
penny  \v.eather.    I  muft  fce  .my  brother  Ormond ^.'^t 
eleven,  and  then  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton^  v/ith 
^^Whom  I  doubt  I  am  in  difgrace,  not  having  feen  her 
•thefe  ten  days.    Abbe  Gaultler  fends  me  word  Lcan- 

«  ^  Probably  that  of  the  peace  of  Utredt^ 

O  3  not 
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not  fee  him  to-nlght.  I  don't  value  any  thing  bufc 
one  letter  he  has  of  P's  (hewing  the  roguery  of  tho 
Dutch,  Did  not  the  ConduSf  of  the  allies  make  you 
great  politicians?  Here  is  fombpdy  coming,  that 
1  muft  fee,  that  wants  a  little  place ;  the  fon  of  cou- 
fin  Rooke^s  eldeft  daughter,  that  died  many  years 
ago*  Farewel, 

LETTER  LXXVL 
Thomas  Harrison,  Efq;*to  Dr.  Swift* 

Utrecht,  Dec.  16,  i-jiz^ 

Yo  ur  thanks  of  the  25th  of  November ^  fir,  came 
before  their  time;  the  condition  of  the  obligation 

*  <  This  gentleman,  who  owed  his  poft  of  fecretary  to  the 
Britijh  embafly  at  Utrecht  to  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  S^wi/t,. 
and  was  eminent  for  his  genius  and  learning,  was  educated  at 
^een's  CoUegey  in  Oxford^  where  he  took  the  degree  of  mafter 
of  arts,  December  J  ^,  iyo$.  M.r,  Tickell,  who  was  of  the  fame 
college,  in  his  poem  to  his  excellency  the  lordprt^y  fealy  on  the 
frofpeSi  ofpeace^  pays  a  complinient  to  his  friend  Mr.  Harrifon^ 
in  thefe  lines : 

That  much  lov'd  youth,  whom  Utrechfs  walls  confine. 
To  RriJIoVs  praifes  lhall  his  Strafford's  join." 

The  reader  will  find  feme  circumftances  relating  to  him  and  his 
laftficknefs  in  Dr.  Spiffs  letter,  or  journal,  written  to  Mrs. 
Dingley yhtgmv v:)g  January  1712-13,  by  which  it  appears, 
that  Mr.  Harifon  coming  over  to  Englandirom  Utrecht  with  the 
Jaarrier  treaty,  died  on  F^'i^'r/^^ry  14,  17 12- 13.  l^lr.  Jacob,  in 
his  lives  arjchara^ers  of  all  the  Englifh/x?^//,  Vol.  I,  p.  70,  has 

com- 
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"being  that  you  fliould  receive  twelve  (hirts,  which 
jaumber  fliall  be  compleated  by  the  firft  proper  occa* 
fion.  Your  kind  letter,  however,  is  extremely  fea- 
fonable :  and  (next  to  a  note  from  the  treafury) 
has  proved  the  moft  vivifying  cordial  in  the  world* 
If  you  pleafe  to  fend  me  now  and  then  as  much  of 
the  fame,  as  will  lie  upon  the  top  of  your  pen,  I 
fhould  be  contented  to  take  fheets  for  fhirts  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter. 

Since  you  are  fo  good  as  to  enter  into  my  affairs, 
I  fliall  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  them,  as  well  as 
of  my  conduft  fmce  I  left  England;  which  in  my 
opinion,  you  have  a  right  to  infpeft,  and  approve 
or  condemn  as  you  think  fit.  During  my  ftate  of 
probation  with  the  earl  of  Strafford^  it  was  my  en- 
<ieavour  to  recommend  myfelf  to  his  excellency  by 
fidelity,  fiknce,  and  an  entire  fubmilEon,  morethen 
by  an  affeftation  to  fhine  in  his  fervice:  And  what- 
ever difficulties,  whatever  difcouragements^  fell  in 
my  way,  I  think  it  appears,  that  they  were  fur- 
mounted  in  the  end ;  and  my  advancement  followed 
upon  it  fooner  than  I  expe<Sted;  another  would  fay, 
much  iooner  than  I  deferved,  which  I  fliould  eafily 
agree  to,  were  it  not,  that  I  flatter  myfelf  there  is 
fome  merit  in  the  behavipur  I  kept,  when  the  hopes 
and  temptation  of  being  preferred  glittered  in  my 
eyes.    AIJ  the  world  knows  upon  what  footing  Mr. 

committed  two  miftakes,  in  calling  him  W/i^/^^  infteadof  Thomas 
and  in  faying,  that  he  died  in  Holland  in  1 71 3.  He  mentions, 
among  Mr.  Harrifon\  works,  IFoodJlockPark,  infcribed  to  the 
lord  chancellor  Copper,'* 

*  O  4  Watkim 
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iP^atlkins  *  thought  himfelf  with  my  lord  Straff'ord  f  j 
arid  though  all  the  world  does  not  know  what  I  am 
going  to  tell  you,  yet  Mr.  Watkim  does  on  one 

hand,  arid  my  5  ^on  the  other,  that  all  the 

credit  I  had  with  either,  was  heartily,  and  without 
refetve,  employed  to  make  matters  eafy ;  and  to  cul- 
tivate in  my  humble  ftation  that  good  underftanding, 
which  our  court  defired  fhould  be  between  them .  I  had 
my  reafons  for  this,  and  fuch  perhaps  as  flowed 
from  an  inclination  to  promote  my  own  intereft.  I 
knew  as  well  as  any  man  living  almofti,  hov/  much 
Mr.  Watkins  was  valued  by  my  lord  Bolingbroke  and 
dthers.  I  forefaw  the  danger  of  Handing  in  compe- 
tiori  with  him,  if  that  cafe  fhould  happen:  and,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  did  not  think  myfelf  ripe  in 
regard  to  intereft  at  home,  or  of  any  fervice  I  could 
pretend  to  have  done  abroad,  to  fucceed  Mr.  Wat- 
kins  in  fo  good  an  employment.  Above  all,  I  pro- 
teft  to  you,  fir,  that,  if  1  knov/  my  own  heart,  I  am 
capable  of  fuffering  the  utmoft  extremities  rather 
than  violate  the  infinite  duty  and  gratitude  I  owe  my 
lord  Bolingbroke^  by  doing  an  ill  office  to  a  perfon 
honoured  with  fuch  particular  marks  of  his  lordfhip's 
efteeoi.  I  might  add  to  this,  that  I  really  loved  Mr. 
Watkins and  I  beg  you,  fir,  to  urge  him  to  the  proof, 
v^hether  my  whole  behaviour  was  not  fuch,  as  might 
juftify  the  warmed  profeffions  I  can  make  of  that 
kind.  After  all  this,  how  comes  it,  that  he,  either 
in  raillery  or  good  earneft,  accufes  me  of  having 

*  Henry  Watkhi-f,  efqj  late  fecretary. 

-j-  rhomas  earl  Strafford,  ambafiador  extraordinary  and  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  States  General. 

J-       .  any 
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any  refentment  againft  him  ?  By  word  of  hiouth 
when  he  left  us,  by  letters  fo  long  as  he  allowed 
me  to  correfpend  with  him,  and  by  all  the  people 
that  ever  went  from  Utrecht  to  Flanders^  have  I 
importuned  him  for  the  continuance  of  his  friend- 
/hip;  and,  perhaps,  even  in  his  abfence  (if  he 
pleafes  to  refleil)  given  him  a  very  eflential  proof 
of  mine.  If  any  body  has  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  fow  a  divifion  betv/een  us,  I  wifh  he 
thought  it  worth  his  to  let  me  into  the  fecret ;  and 
pothing,  he  m-ay  be  fure,  fhall  be  wanting  on  my 
fide  to  defeat  a  flratagem,  which,  for  ought  I  know, 
may  end  in  the  ftarving  of  his  humble  fervanr. 

Which  leads  me  naturally  to  the  fecond  thing  pro- 
pofed  to  be  fpoken  to  in  my  text ;  namely  my  cir- 
cumftances.  For,  between  you  and  me,  fir,  I  ap- 
prehend the  treafury  will  ifiue  out  no  money  on  my 
account,  till  they  know  what  is  due  on  that  of  Mr, 
Watkins,  And  if  he  has  any  pretenfions,  I  have  none 
that  I  know  of,  but  what  are  as  precarious  to  me, 
as  a  ftiver,  I  gave  away  but  now  to  a  beggar.  Was  to 
him.  Is  it  poflible,  that  Mr.  Watkins  can  demand 
the  pay  of  a  commiffion,  which  is  by  the  queen  her- 
felf  aftually  fuperfeded,  during  his  abfence  from 
his  poft  ?  Or  is  it  hot  as  plainly  faid  in  mine,  that 
I  am  her  majefty's  fecretary  during  fuch  his  abfence, 
as  in  his  that  he  was  fo,  whilft  he  refided  here  ?  If  £ 
muft  be  cruflied,  fir,  for  God'S  fake  let  fome  reafon 
be  alledo-ed  for  it ;  or  elfe  an  ingenuous  confeffion 
made,  that  Jlai  pro  ratione  voluntas.  If  you  can 
fix  Mr.  Watkins  to  any  final  determination  on  this 
fubjedl,  you  will  do  me  a  fineular  fervice,  and  I 
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flialj  take  my  meafures  accordingly.     Though  I 
know  your  power,  I  cannot  help  diftrufting  it  on 
this  occafion.    Before  1  conclude,  give  me  leave  to 
put  you  mind  of  beating  my  thanks  into  lord  Boling- 
lroke'%  ears,  for  his  laie  generofity,  to  the  end  that 
his  iordihip  mav  be  wearied  out  of  the  evil  habit  he 
-has  got  of  heaping  more  obligatons  and  goodnefs 
on  thofehe  is  pleated  to  favour,  than  their  fhoulders 
are  able  to  bear.    For  my  own  part,  I  have  fo  often 
thanked  his  lord&ip,  that  I  have  now  no  more  ways 
left  to  turn  my  thoughts  ;  and  beg,  if  you  have  any 
right  good  compliments  neat  and  fine  by  you,  that 
you  will  advance  the  neceflary,  and  place  them, 
with  the  other  helps  you  have  given  me,  to  my  ac- 
count s  which  I  queftion  not,  but  I  fliall  be  able  to 
acknowledge  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  vi%,  ad  Gr<^- 
fas  calendas. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  do  my  beft  to  give  juft 
fuch  hints  as  you  defired  by  the  next  poft.  Though 
I  cannot  but  think  there  are  fome  letters  in  the  office, 
which  would  ferve  your  turn  a  good  deal  bettey 
than  any  thing  I  can  tell  you  about  the  people  at  the 
Hague,    Your  acccfs  there  abundantly  prevents  my 
attempting  to  write  you  any  news  from  hence. 
And  I  affure  you,  fir,  you  can  write  me  none  from 
England  (however  uneafy  my  circumftances  are) 
which  will  be  fo  agreeable,  as  that  of  your  long-ex- 
peded  advancement.    It  grieves  me  to  the  foul, 
that  a  perfon,  who  has  been  fo  inftrumental  to 
the  railing    of   me   from  obfcurity  and  diftrefs, 
fhould  not  be  yet  fet  above  the  power  of  fortune, 
and  the  malice  of  thofe  enemies  your  real  merit  has 

created* 
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created.  I  beg,  dear  fir,  the  continuance  of  your 
kind  care  and  infpedion  over  nie  ;  and  that  you 
would  in  all  refpeds  command,  reprove,  or  inftru<3: 
me,  as  a  father.  For  I  proteft  to  you,  fir,  I  do, 
and  ever  fhall  honour  and  regard  you  with  the  af- 
fection of  a  fon.    I  am,  hfc. 


LETTER  LXXVIL 
Pr,  Swift  to  Mrs.  Ding  ley. 

London,  Dec.  i8,  17 12. 

Our  fociety  was  to  meet  to-day,  but  lord  Harley^ 
who  was  prefident  this  week,  could  not  attend, 
being  gone  to^/wW^/^^/zwithhis  new  brother-in-law, 
the  young  marquis  of  Caermathen^  who  married  lady 
Betty  Harley  on  Monday  laft ;  and  lord  treafurer  is 
at  Wimhleton  too.  However,  half  a  dozen  of  us  met, 
and  I  propofed  our  meetings  fliould  be  only  once  a 
fortnight ;  for,  betwixt  you  and  me,  we  do  no  good. 
It  coft  me  nineteen  fliillings  to-day  for  my  club 
dinner  ;  I  don't  like  it.  We  have  terrible  llobbery 
weather.  Lord  Abercorn  is  come  to  town,  and  will 
fee  me,  whether  I  v/ill  or  not.  You  know  he  has 
a  pretence  to  a  dukedom  *  in  France^  which  duke 
Hamilton  was  foliciting  for ;  but  Abercorn  refoJves  to 
fpoil  their  title,  if  they  will  not  allow  him  a  fourth 
part  ;  and  I  have  advifed  the  duchefs  to  compound 
with  him,  and  have  made  the  miniftry  of  my  opi- 
nion. 

*  f  Of  Chaftleherauld: 

19  th, 
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19th,  Lord  treafurer  is  returned  from  Wimlletm^ 
^Tis  not  above  eight  miles  off,  and  he  fent  for  me 
to  dine  with  him  at  five  ;  but  I  had  the  grace  to  be 
abroad,  and  dined  with  another,  with  honeft  Ben 
^"Tooke^  by  invitation.    The  dutchefs  of  Ormond  pro- 
jnifed'  me  her  piflure,  and  coming  home  to-night, 
I  found  her's  and  the  duke's,  both  in  my  chamber. 
Was  not  that  a  pretty  civil  furprize  ?  They  are  in 
fine  gilded  frames  too.    I  am  writing  a  letter  to 
thank  her  *.    I  v^iH  tell  her,  fhe  is  fuch  a  prude, 
that  fhe  will  not  let  fo  much  as  her  piftune  be  alone 
in  a  room  with  a  man,  unlefs  the  duke's  be  with  itj 
and  fo  forth.    We  are  full  of  fnow  and  dabbling. 
Lady  Majhant  has  come  abroad  thefe  three  days,  and 
feen  the  queen.    I  dined  with  her  the  other  day  at 
her  fifter  Hill's.    I  hopefhewill  remove  in  a  fewdays 
to  her  new  lodgings  at  St.  James's  from  Kenfingion. 

20th,  I  deny  myfelf  to  every  body  almoft,  yet 
I  cannot  be  quiet ;  and  all  my  mornings  are  loft 
with  people,  who  will  not  take  anfwers  below  flairs ; 
fuch  as  Dilly,  and  the  biOiop,  and  the  provoft,  '<^c. 
Lady  Orkney  invited  me  to  dinner  to-day,  which 
hindered  me  from  dining  with  lord  treafurer.  This 
is  his  day,  that  his  chief  friends  in  the  miniftry 
dine  with  him.    However,  I  went  there  about  fix, 
and  fat  with  him  till  paft  nine,  when  they  all  went 
off;  but  he  kept  me  back,  and  told  me  the  circum- 
^  fences  of  lady5^///s  match.    The  young  fellow 
has  60,000/.  ready  money,  three  great  houfes  fur- 
nifhed,  7,000/.  a  year  at  prefent,  and  about  five 

*  See  this  letter  amor.g  the  colkaion  publi^hed  by  Mr.  Deane 

more 
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mere  after  his  father  and  mother  die.  I  think  lady 
Beitfs  portion  is  not  above  85000/*  Pray  tell  Mr# 
Wally  that  lord  Anglefea  thanked  me  for  recom- 
mending Clements  to  him  ;  that  he  fays  he  is  20,000/. 
the  better  for  knowing  him.  But  pray  don't  let 
Clements  go  and  write  a  letter  of  thanks,^  and  tell  my 
lord  that  he  hears  fo  and  fo,  l^c.  Sad  weather  ? 
two  (hillings  in  coaches  to  day,  and  yet  I  am  dirty, 
I  am  now  going  to  read  over  fomething,  and  cor- 
led:  it. 

2ifty  Puppies  have  got  a  new  way  of  plaguing 
me.  I  find  letters  directed  for  me  at  lord  treafurer's 
fometimes  with  inclofed  ones  to  him,  and  fometimes 
with  projects,  and  fometimes  with  libels.  I  ufually 
keep  them  three  or  four  days  without  opening.  I 
was  at  court  to-day,  as  I  always  am  on  Sunday in- 
ftead  of  a  coftee-houfe,  to  fee  my  acquaintance^ 
This  day  fe'nnight,  after  I  had  been  talking  at 
court  with  Sir  William  Wyndham^  Spanijh  am- 
baflador  came  to  him,  and  faid,  he  heard  that  was 
Dr.  Swifty  and  defired  him  to  tell  me,  that  his 
mafter,  and  the  king  of  France^  and  the  queen, 
were  obliged  to  me  more  than  to  any  man  in  Europe'^ 
fo  we  bowed,  and  fliook  hands,  Sffr.  I  took  it  very 
well  of  him  *.  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and 
muft  again  to-morrow,  though  I  had  rather  not; 
but  now  the  queen  is  in  town,  he  dees  not  keep  me 
fo  late.  Our  peace  nov/  will  foon  be  determined  ; 
for  lord  BoUnbrogke  tells  me  this  morning,  that  four 

*  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  ftrange,  that  aTw/// fhould  be 
gratified,  by  being  told  he  was  the  beft  friend  of  the  enemies  of 
kis  country, 

provinces 
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provinces  of  Holland  have  complied  with  the  queen," 
and  we  expeft  the  reft  will  do  fo  immediately. 

22d,  Lord  keeper  promifed  me  yefterday  the 
firft  convenient  living  for  poor  Gery  *,  who  is  mar- 
ried, and  wants  fome  addition  to  what  he  has.  He 
is  a  very  worthy  creature.    I  had  a  letter  fome  weeks 
ago  from  Elnick,  who  married  Betty  Gery.    It  feems 
the  poor  woman  died  fome  time  laft  fummer.  El- 
Tikk  grows  rich;  and  purchafes  lands.    I  dined 
with  lord  treafurer  to-day,-  who  has  engaged  me  to 
come  again  to-morrow.    I  gave  lord  Bolingbroke  a 
poem  of  Parnell's  f.    I  made  Parnell  infert  fome 
compliments  in  it  to  his  lordfliip.    He  is  extremely 
pleafed  with  it,  and  read  fome  parts  of  it  to-day  to 
lord  treafurer,  who  liked  it  as  much.    And  mdeed 
he  out-does  all  our  poets  here  a  bar's-length.  Lord 
Bolingbroke  has  ordered  me  to  bring  him  to  dmner 
on  Chrijims-day,  and  I  made  lord  treafurer  promife 
to  fee  him.    It  may  one  day  do  Parnell  a  kmdnefs. 
You  know  Parnell.  I  believe  I  have  told  you  of  that. 

23d,  This  morning  I  prefented  one  Diaper  a 
poet,  to  lord  Bolingbroke,  with  a  new  poem§,  which 

•  <■  Mr  Gery,  reaor  of  Letcombe  in  Birh,  to  whofe  houfe 
Dr.  t-wlft  retired  about  ten  weeks  before  queen  Ann's  death 
«pon  occafion  of  the  inctirable  breach  between  the  earl  ot  Ox- 
fard  and  lord  vifcount  Bolinbroke .'  ,    r,     ■  i: 

t  '  It  is  not  in  the  colleaion  publifliedby  Mr.  Popein  1716  5 
IwtLtis  printed  in  Dr.  Parnell-^  Pojihumous  Worh,^.  S4«.pub-^ 
HftiedatZ)«W«  in  1758.  and  intitled.  On  ^een  Ann's  Peace 

'^i  Author  of  the  Sea  Eclogues  mentioned  before. 

§  '  Intitled  Dryades,  or  tie  Nymphs  Prophecy,  printed  lii  I7i3> 
hi  folio/  -ji 
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is  a  very  good  one  ;  and  I  am  to  give  him  a  fum  of 
money  from  my  lord.  I  have  contrived  to  make  a 
parfon  of  him,  for  he  is  half  one  already,  being  in 
deacon's  orders,  and  ferves  a  fmall  cure  in  the 
country  ;  but  has  a  fword  at  his  tail  here  in  town. 
^Tis  a  poor,  little,  fhort  wretch,  but  will  do  beft  in 
a  gown,  and  we  will  make  lord  keeper  give  him  a 
living.  Lord  BoUnbroke  writ  to  lord  treafurer  fo-day, 
to  excufe  me ;  fo  I  dined  with  the  former  and  Mon--' 
teleon^  the  Spanijh  ambaffador,  who  made  me  many 
compliments.  I  ftaid  till  nine,  and  now  it  is  paft  ten, 
and  my  man  has  locked  me  up,  and  I  have  juft  called 
to  mind,  that  I  fhall  be  in  difgrace  with  Tarn  Leigh, 
That  coxcomb  had  got  into  acquaintance  with  one 
Eckerfall^  clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  the  queen,  who 
was  civil  to  him  at  Windfor  on  my  account  ;  far  I 
had  done  fome  fervice  to  EchrfalL  Leigh  teazes 
me  to  pafs  an  evening  at  his  lodgings  with  EkerfalL 
I  put  it  oiF  feveral  times,  but  was  forced  at  laf!:  td 
promife  I  would  come  to-night ;  and  it  never  was  in 
my  head  till  I  was  locked  up,  and  I  have  called  and 
called,  but  my  man  is  gone  to-bed ;  fo  I  will  writ^ 
an  excufe  to-morrow.  I  deteft  that  Tom  Leigh ^  and 
am  as  formal  to  him  as  1  can,  when  i  happen  to 
meet  him  in  the  park.  The  rogue  frets  me,  if  he 
knew  it.  He  afked  ms,  why  I  did  not  v/ait  on  the 
bifliop  of  Dromore^  ?  1  anfwered,  1  had  not  the 

V 

*  *  Dr.  Tobias  Pullen,  tranflated  to  that  fee  ^rom  Cloyne,  May 
7,  1^595.  He  died  in  1713,  and  was  fucceeded  in  Mqy  thit 
year,  by  Dr.  John  Sterne^  dean  of  St,  Pafrick^s^  to  which' 
^eanry  Dr,  Sivift  was-  then  proipoted*- 
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honour  to  be  acquainted  with  him,  and  would  not 
prefume,  He  takes  me  ferioufly,   and  fays, 

the  "bifliop  is  no  proud  man,  i^c.  He  tells  me  of 
a  iudo-e  in  Ireland,  that  has  done  ill  things.  I  afk, 
Why°is  he  not  out  ?  Says  he,  I  think  the  bifliops, 
and  you,  and  I,  and  the  reft  of  the  clergy,  fliould 
meet  and  confult  about  it.  I  beg  his  pardon,  and  fay, 
I  cannot  be  ferviceable  that  way.  He  anfwers.  Yes, 
every  body  may  help  fomcthing.  Don't  you  fee  how 
curioufly  he  continues  to  vex  me  ?  for  the  dog  knows, 
that  with  half  a  word  1  could  do  more  than  all  of 
them  together.  But  he  only  does  it  from  the  pride 
and  envy  of  his  own  heart,  and  not  out  of  a  hu- 
mourous defign  of  teazing.  He  is  one  of  thofe, 
that  would  rather  a  fervice  ftiould  net  be  done,  than 
done  by  a  private  man,  and  of  his  own  country. 
You  take  all  this  ;  don't  you  ?  „      .  , 

24th,  I  dined  to-day  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  *,  in  order  to  look  over  fome  of  my  pa- 
pers ;  but  nothing  was  done, 

I  have  been  alfo  mediating  between  the  Hamilton 
family  and  lord  Abercorn,  to  have  them  compound 
with  him;  and  I  believe  they  will  do  it.  Lord  Selkirk, 
the  late  duke's  brother,  is  to  be  in  town,  m  order  to 
go  to  France,  to  make  the  demands ;  and  the  mmi- 
ftry  are  of  opinion,  they  will  get  fome  fatisfaaion, 
a-d  they  empowered  me  to  advife  the  Hamilton  fide 
to  agree  with  Abercorn,  who  afes  a  fourth  part,  and 
will  go  to  France,  and  fpoil  all,  if  they  don't  yield 
it. 

»  •  Robert  Benfcn,  efq }' 
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:25th,  1  earned  Parnell  to  dine  at  lord  Boltnghhk^'s 
and  he  behaved  himfelf  very  well ;  and  lord  Boling^-^ 
broke  is  mightily  pleafed  with  him.  I  was  at  St.^ 
James's  chapel  by  eight  this  morning  ;  and  church 
and  facrament  were  done  by  ten.  The  queen  has 
the  gout  in  her  hand,  and  did  not  come  to  church 
to-day;  and  I  flayed  fo  long  in  my  chamber,  that  I 
milTed  going  to  court.  Did  I  tell  you  that  the  queen 
defigns  to  have  a  drawing-room  and  company  every 
day  ? 

26th,  I  was  to  wi/h  the  duke  of  Ormond  a  happy 
Chrijimas^  and  give  half  a  crown  to  his  porter.  It 
will  coft  me  a  dozen  half  crovi^ns  among  fuch  fellows; 
I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  who  chid  me  for  being 
abfent  th ree  days.    We  hear  Maccartney  is  gone  over 
to  Ireland.    Was  it  not  comical  for  a  gentleman  to 
be  fet  upon  by  highwaymen,  and  to  tell  them  he 
was  Maccartney  *  ?  Upon  which  they  brought  him  to 
a  juftice  of  peace,  in  hopes  of  a  reward^  and  the 
rogues  were  fent  to  gaol.    Was  it  not  great  prefence 
of  mind  ?  But  may  be  you  h  ave  heard  of  this  already ;  for 
thei-e  was  a  Grubjlreet  of  it.    Lord  Bolingbroke  told 
me  I  muft  walk  away  to-day  after  dinner,  becaufe 
lord  treafurer  and  he  and  another  were  to  enter 
upon  bufinefs  ;  but  I  faid  it  was  as  fit  I  fliould  know 
their  bufinefs  as  any  body,  for  I  was  to  juftify.  So 
the  reft  went,  and  I  ftayed,  and  it  was  fo  important,  I 
was  like  to  fleep  over  it.    I  left  them  at  nine,  and 
it  is  now  twelve. 

•  *  Maccartney  was  lord  Mohun\  fecond,  in  the  duel  bet.veen 
him  and  duke  Hamilton,  and  fled  on  that  occafion.  See  Letter 
dated  Nov.  15,  1712. 
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77th  T  dined  to-day  with  general  Hill,  governor 
oWunkirL    Lady  Mafnam  and  Mrs.  HilU  his  two 
fifters  were  of  the  company,  and  there  have  I  been 
fitting  this  evening  till  eleven,  looking  over  others 
at  play  •  for  I  have  left  ofF  loving  play  myfelf.  I 
have  a  Ueat  cold  on  me,  not  quite  at  its  height. 
I  have  them  feldom,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  pa- 
tient    I  met  Mr.  Mdlfon  and  paftoral  Philips  on 
he  Mall  to-day,  and  took  a  turn  with  them  ;  but 
th-v  both  looked  terrible  dry  and  cold.    A  curfe  ot 
m^v  '  And  do  you  know,  I  have  taken  more  pa»ns 
fo'recommend  the  whig  wits  to  the  favour  and  nriercy 
of  the  minifters,   than  any  other  people  ?  Steele  I 
have  kept  in  his  place.    Congreve  I  have  got  to  be 
IkA  kindly,  and  fecured.     Ro^ve  1  have  recom- 
.vended  and  got  a  promife  of  a  place.    Philips  I 
SoaW  certainly  have  provided  for,  if  he  had  not 
run  party-mad,  and  made  me  withdraw  my  recom- 
"en  ations.    I  fet  JMfon  fo  right  at  firft   that  he 
^i.ht  have  been  employed,  and  have  partly  fecured 
S  the  place  he  has  *  ?  yet  I  am  worfe  ufed  by  that 
faaion  than  any  man.    Well,  go  to  cards,  and 
dr'-fs  the  wine  and  orange.  ,  ,, 

o8th  My  cold  is  fo  bad,  that  I  could  not  go  to 
church  to-day,  nor  to  court ;  but  I  was  engaged 
to  lord  Orkne  's,  with  the  duke  oiOrmon^,  at  dinner; 
and  ventured,  becaufe  I  could  cough  and  fp.t  there 
,  'slpleafed.  The  duke  and  lord  ^.r.«  le  t  us 
and  1  have  been  fitting  ever  fmce  with  lord  and 

ntwasa  ofual  fubjea  of  raillery  towards  him  among  ^^^^^^ 
n-,ft. that  he  never  came  to  them  -uhout  a  whig  m  hu  fleeve. 
See  his  life  prefixed  to  BatkujVs  edition.  ^^^^ 
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lady  Orkney  till  paft  eleven ;  and  my  cold  I's  worfe, 
and  makes  me  giddy.  I  hope  it  is  only  my  cold 
and  no  more  ;  but  I'll  go  to  bed,  for  the  fellow  has 
bawled  paft  twelve, 

agth,  I  got  out  early  to-day,  and  efcaped  all 
my  duns.  I  went  to  fee  lord  Bolingbroke  about 
fome  bufmefs,  and  truly  he  was  gone  out  too.  I 
dined  in  the  city,  upon  the  broiled  leg  of  a  goofe 
and  a  bit  of  bacon,  with  my  printer.  Did  I  tell  you, 
that  I  forbear  printing  what  I  have  in  hand,  till 
the  court  decides  fomething  about  me  ?  I  will  con- 
trail: no  more  enemies,  at  leaft  I  will  not  imbitter 
worfe  thofe  I  have  already,  till  I  have  got  under 
flielter;  and  the  minifters  know  my  refolution,  fo 
that  you  may  be  difappointed  in  feeing  this  thing 
as  foon  as  you  expeded.  I  hear  lord  treafurer  is  out 
of  order.  My  cold  is  very  bad.  Every  body  has 
one. 

30th,  I  fuppofe  this  will  be  full  hj  Saturday. 
Duke  of  Ormond^  lord  Arran^  and  I,  dined  privately 
to-day  at  an  old  fervant's  houfe  of  his.  The  coun- 
cil made  us  part  at  fix.  One  Mrs.  Ramfay  dined 
with  us ;  an  old  lady  of  about  fifty-five,  that  we  are 
all  very  fond  of.  I  called  this  evening  at  lord  trea- 
furer's,  and  fat  with  him  two  hours.  He  has  been 
cupped  for  a  cold,  and  has  been  very  ill.  He  can- 
not dine  with  Parnell  and  me  at  lord  BoUngbroke's  to- 
morrow  ;  but  fays  he  will  fee  Parnell  {ome  other  time. 
I  hoift  up  Parnell  partly  to  fpite  the  envious  Irifi 
folks  here,  particularly  T Leigh.  I  faw  the  bifhop 
of  Clogher'%  family  to-day;  Mifs  is  mighty  ill  of  a 
cold,  and  coughs  incefl^antly, 
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3ift5  To-day  Parnelhnd  I  dined  with  lord  Bo^'rlg^ 
Iroke^  to  corre£t  ParneWs  poem.  I  made  him  fliew  all 
the  places  he  difliked;  and  when  Parnellhzs  corrc£ted 
it  fully,  he  fliall  print  it.  I  went  this  evening  to  fit 
with  lord  treafurer.  He  is  better,  and  will  be  out 
in  a  day  or  two.  I  fat  with  him  while  the  young 
folks  went  to  fupper,  and  then  went  down,  where 
they  were  all  merry  together,  having  turned  lady 
Oxford  up  to  my  lord,  and  I  flayed  with  them  till 
twelve.  There  was  the  young  couple,  lord  and  lady 
Caermarthen^  lord  and  lady  Dupplin^  and  lord  Harley 
and  I,  and  the  old  folks  were  together  above.  It 
looked  like  what  I  have  formerly  done  fo  often  ; 
ftealing  together  from  the  old  folks,  tho'  indeed  it 
was  not  from  poor  lord  treafurer,  who  is  as  young 
a  fellow  as  any  of  us :  but  lady  Oxford  h  a  mere  old 
woman.  My  cold  is  ftill  fo  bad,  that  I  have  not  the 
leaft  fmelling.  I  amjuftgot  home,  and  'tis  paft 
twelve ;  and  I  will  go  to  bed,  and  fettle  my  head, 

heavy  as  lead. 

Jan,  I  ft,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  yefterday 
lord  4bercorn  was  here,  teazing  me  about  his  French 
duchy,  and  fufpeding  my  partiality  to  the  Hamilton 
family,  in  fuch  a  whimfical  manner,  that  Dr.  Pratfy 
who  was  by,  thought  he  was  mad.  He  was  no  fooner 
gone,  but  lord  Orkney  fent  to  know,  whether  he 
might  come  and  fit  with  me  half  an  hour  upon  fome 
bufmefs.  I  returned  anfwer,  that  I  would  wait  on 
him  ;  which  I  did.  We  difcourfed  a  while,  and  he 
left  me  with  lady  Orkney  ;  and  in  came  lord  Selkirk, 
whom  I  had  never  feen  before.  He  is  another 
brother  of  duke  tlamilton's,  and  is  going  to  France, 
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by  a  power  from  his  mother  the  old  duchefs,  to  ne- 
gociate  the^i;,  pretenfions  to  this  duchy  of  Chajile^ 
herald.    He  teazed  me  for  two  hours  in  fpite  of  my 
teethj  and  held  my  hand  when  I  offered  to  flir;  would 
have  had  me  engage  the  minifii  v  to  favour  him 
againft  lord  Abercorn^  and  to  convince  them,  that 
lord  Ahercorn  had  no  pretenfions  ;  and  defired  I  would 
alfo convince  \q>x^  Ahercorn ^hii^ifelf  fo;  and  concluded, 
he  v/as  fojry  I  was  a  greater  friend  to  Ahercorn  than 
Hamilton.    I  had  no  patience,  and  ufed  him  with 
feme  plainnefs.    Am  not  I  purely  handled  between 
a  couple  of  puppies  ?  Ah,  fays  Pp/,  you  muft  be 
meddling  in  other  people's  affairs.    1  appeal  to  the 
bifhop  oiClogher^  whether  Ahercorn  did  not  complain 
that  I  would  nDt  let  them  fee  me  laft  year,  and  that 
he  fwore  he  would  take  no  denial  from  my  fervant 
when  he  came  again.    The  miniflers  gave  me  leave 
to  tell  the  Hamilton  family,  it  was  their  opinion, 
that  they  ought  to  agree  with  Ahercorn.    Lord  Angle-^ 
fea  was  then  by,  and  told  Ahercorn ;  upon  which  he 
gravely  tells  me,  I  was  commiffioned  by  the  mJni- 
^lers5  and  ought  to  perform  my  commiflion,  i^c^ 
But  I'll  have  done  with  them.    I  have  warned  lord 
treafurer  and  lord  Bolinghroke^  to  beware  of  Selkirk's 
teazing;  yet  Ahercorn  vexes  me  more.    He  owes 
me  all  the  kind  receptions  he  has  had  from  thenii- 
niflry.    I  dined  to-day  at  lord  treafurer's,  with  the 
young  folks,  and  fat  v/ith  lord  treafurer  till  nine, 
and  then  was  forced  to  go  to  lady  MaJImm's^  and  fat 
there  till  twelve,  talking  of  affairs,  till  I  am  out  of 
humour,  as  every  one  muft,  that  knows  them  in- 
wardly,   A  thoufand  things  wrong,  and  moft  of 

P  3  ~  them  . 


them  eafy  to  mend ;  yet  our  fchemes  availing  at  beft 
but  little,  and  fometimes  nothing  at  all.  One  evil, 
which  I  patched  up  twice,  with  the  hazard  of  all 
the  credit  I  had,  is  now  fpread  Aore  than  ever. 

But  burn  politics,  and  fend  me  from  courts  and  mi- 

nifters ! 

2d,  I  fauntered  about  this  morning,  and  went 
with 'Dr.  Pratt  to  a  pifture  auftion,  where  I  had 
like  to  be  drawn  in  to  buy  a  piflure,  that  I  waa^ 
fond  of ;  but,  it  feems,  was  good  for  nothing.  Pratt 
\vas  there  to  buy  fome  pidures  for  the  bifhop  of 
Clogher^  who  refolves  to  lay  out  ten  pounds  to 
furnifh  his  houfe  with  curious  piftures.    We  dined 
with  the  bifhop,  I  being  by  chance  difengaged.  And 
this  evening  I  fat  with  the  bifhop  of  OJfory  *,  who  is 
laid  up  with  the  gout.  The  French  ambaflador,  duke 
D'  Jumonty  came  to  town  to-night ;  and  the  rabble 
conduced  him  home  with  fhouts.    I  cannot  fmell 
yet,  though  my  cold  begins  to  break.    It  continues 
cruel  hard  frofty  weather. 

3d,  Lord  Dupplin  and  I  went  with  lord  and  lady 
Orkney  this  morning  at  ten  to  Wimbleton^  fix  miles 
ofF,  to  fee  lord  and  lady  Caermarihen.  It  is  much  the 
fincft  place  about  this  town.  Did  you  never  fee  it  f 
I  was  once  there  before,  about  five  years  ago.  I 
came  back  juft  by  night-fall,  and  felt  cruel  cold 
weather.  I  am  juft  now  told,  that  poor  lady  JJh^ 
burnham^  the  duke  of  OrrnoncTs  daughter,  died  yef- 
terday  at  her  country-houfe.  The  poor  creature  was 

*  «  I>Y,Johrt^HartJ}rong,  tranflated  from  that  fee  to  Derrj, 
March  3,  ly^S-H*' 
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with  child.  She  was  my  greateft  favourite,  and  I 
am  in  exceffive  concern  for  her  death.  1  hardly 
knew  a  more  valuable  perfon  on  all  accounts.  You 
muft  have  heard  me  talk  of  her.  I  am  afraid  to  fee 
the  duke  and  duchefs.  She  was  naturally  very 
healthy,  and  I  fear  has  been  thrown  away  for  want 
of  care.  Pray,  condole  with  me.  'Tis  extremely 
moving*.  I  hate  life,  when  I  think  it  expofed  to 
fuch  accidents;  and  to  fee  fo  many  thoufand  wretches 
burthening;  the  earth,  while  fuch  as  (he  dies,  makes 
me  think  God  did  never  intend  life  for  a  blefFmg. 
Farewel, 

LETTER  LXXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Ding  ley, 

London,  Jan.  4.,  1712-13, 

I  Ended  my  laft  with  the  melancholy  news  of 
poor  lady  AJ}ohurnham\  death.  The  bifhop  of  Clogher 
and  Dr.  Pratt  m.ade  me  dine  with  them  to-day  at 
lord  Mountjoys^  purfuant  to  an  engagement,  which 
I  had  forgot.  Lady  Moiintjoy  told  me,  that  Maccart^ 
my  was  got  fafe  out  of  our  clutches,  for  fhe  had  fpoke 
with  one,  who  had  a  letter  from  him  from  Holland. 
Others  fay  the  fame  thing.  As  I  left  lord  Aiounijoy^ 
I  faw  the  duke  D'  Aumont^  the  trench  ambaffador, 

*  From  thefe  expreflions,  and  thofe  he  ufes  in  the  account 
of  the  duchefs  of  H^;wz7/o«'saffil6lion  on  the  death  of  her  hufband, 
Sivtft  appears  to  have  had  a  ftrong  fympathy  in  the  diftrefs  of 
others}  which  he  has  generally,  even  by  his  advocates,  been 
fuppofed  to  want*    See  hisjetter  to  iWrs.  Dinglej^  .dated  No-v. 
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going  from  lord  Bolingbrokes^  where  he  dined,  td 
have  a  private  audience  of  the  queen.  I  followed,  and 
went  up  to  court,  where  there  was  a  great  crowd. 
I  was  talking  with  the  duke  of  Argyle^  by  the  fire- 
fide  in  the  bed-chamber,  when  the  ambaflador  came 
out  from  the  queen.  Argyle  prefented  me  to  him, 
and  lord  Bolingbroke  and  we  walked  together  a  while. 
He  is  a  fine  gentleman,  fomething  like  the  4uke  of 
Qrmond,  and  juft  fuch  an  expenfive  man.  After 
church  to-day,  I  fliewed  the  bifhop  of  Clogber,  at 
court,  who  was  who. 

5th,  Our  froft  is  broke,  but  it  is  very  cold.  Lord 
treafurer  is  recovered,  and  went  out  this  evening 
to  the  queen.  I  dined  with  lady  Oxford.  Lord 
treafurer  gave  me  a  letter  from  an  unknown  hand, 
relating  to  Dr,  Brown^^  bifhop  of  Coriy  recommend- 
ing him  to  a  better  bifliopric,  as  a  perfon  whooppofed 
lord  Wharton^  and  was  made  a  bifhop  on  that  ac- 
count, celebrating  him  for  a  great  politician,  ^c. 
Infhort,  all  diredtly  contrary  to  his  character,  which 
J  made  bold  to  explain.  What  dogs  there  are  in 
the  world?  I  was  to  fee  the  poor  duke  and  duchefs 
of  Ormond  this  morning.  The  duke  was  in  his 
public  room,  with  Mr,  Souihwell^  and  two  more 
gentlemen.  When  Southwell  and  1  were  alone 
with  him,  he  talked  fomething  of  lord  Afiburnham^ 
that  he  was  afraid  the  whigs  would  get  him  again. 
He  bore  up  as  well  as  he  could,  but  fomething 
falling  accidentally  in  difcourfe,  the  tears  were  jult 

*  Dr.  Peter  Broivn,  provofl:  of  the  univerfity  of  Dublin^ 
author  of  a  pa3nphlet  againft  drinking  to  the  memory  of  the 
<iea.dj  and  of  two  volumes  of  f^rmons. 
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falling  out  of  his  eyes,  and  I  looked  ofF  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  (which  he  took)  of  wiping  them 
with  his  handkerchief.  I  never  faw  any  thing  fo 
moving,  nor  fuch  a  mixture  of  greatnefs  of  mind, 
and  tendernefs,  and  difcretion. 

6th,  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  Parnell^  and  I  dined, 
by  invitation,  with  my  friend  Dartineuf^^  whom  you 
have  heard  me  talk  of.  Lord  Bolingbroke  likes  Par-- 
mil  mightily;  and  it  is  pleafant  to  fee,  that  one,  who 
hardly  pafled  for  any  thing  in  Ireland^  makes  his 
way  here  with  a  little  friendly  forwarding.  It  is 
fcurvy  rainy  weather,  and  I  have  hardly  been  abroad 
to-day,  nor  know  any  thing  that  pafies.  Lord  trea- 
furer  is  quite  recovered,  and  I  hope  will  take  care  to 
keep  himfelf  well.  The  duchefs  of  Marlborough  is 
leaving  England^  to  go  to  her  duke,  and  makes  pre- 
fents  of  rings  to  feveral  friends,  they  fay  worth  two 
hundred  pounds  a-piece.  I  am  fure  fhe  ought  to 
give  me  one,  tho'  the  duke  pretended  to  think  me 
his  greateft  enemy,  and  got  people  to  tell  me  fo,  and 
very  mildly  to  let  me  know  how  gladly  he  would 
have  me  foftened  towards  him.  I  bid  a  lady  of  his 
acquaintance  and  mine  let  him  know?  that  I  had  hin- 
dered many  a  bitter  thing  againfl:  him;  not  for 
his  ov/n  fake,  but  becaufe  I  thought  it  looked  bafe; 
and  I  defircd  every  thing  fliould  be  left  him^  ex« 
cept  power. 

*  ^  This  gentleman,  whofe  nanie  was  fytlt  Darfiqae?2/2'vey  is 
mentioned  on  account  of  his  tafle  for  good  eating,  by  Mr.  Pope, 
in  his  Imitation  of  the  fecond  Epiuie  of  the  fecond  book  of  Ho- 
race, ver.  87. 
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7th,  I  dined  with  lord  and  lady  Majham  to-day, 
and  this  evening  played  at  ombre  with  Mrs.  Van^ 
homrigh^  merely  for  amufement.  The  minifters  have 
got  my  papers,  and  will  neither  read  them,  nor  give 
them  to  mes  and  I  can  hardly  do  any  thing.  Very 
warm  flabby  weather,  but  1  made  a  fliift  to  get  a 
walki  yet  I  loft  half  of  it,  by  fliaking  ofFlord  Ro^ 
chejier*^  who  is  a  good,  civil,  fimple  man.  The 
bifliop  of  OJfory  will  not  be  bifliop  of  Hereford^  to 
the  threat  grief  of  himfelf  and  his  wife.    I  think  it 
is  not  certain  yet  that  Maccartney  is  efcaped.    I  am 
plagued  with  bad  authors  in  verfe  and  profe,  who 
fend'  me  their  books  and  poems,  the  vileft  trafli  I 
ever  faw;  but  I  have  given  their  names  to  my  man, 
never  to  let  them  fee  me. 

8th,  You  muft  underftand  that  I  am  in  my  geers, 
and  have  got  a  chocolate-pot,  a  prefent  from  Mrs. 
JJh  of  Clogher^  and  fome  chocolate  from  my  bro- 
ther Ormonde  and  I  treat  folks  fometimes.  I  dined 
with  lord  treafurer  at  five  o'clock  to-day,  and  was 
by,  while  he  and  lord  Bolingbroke  were  at  bufmefs; 
for  it  is  fit  I  fhould  know  all  that  palTes  now,  be- 
caufe,  ^c.  The  duke  of  Ormond  employed  me  to 
fpeak  to  lord  treafurer  to-day  about  an  affair,  and  I 
did  fo;  and  the  duke  had  fpoke  himfelf  two  hours 
before,  which  vexed  me,  and  I  will  chide  the  duke 
about  it.    ril  tell  you  a  good  thing;  there  is  not 

*  *  Uenry  Byde^  Ton  of  Laurence  earl  of  Rochejler,  younger 
fon  of  the  lord  chancellor  Clarendon.    This  Henry  fucceeded  to 
the  title  of  carl  of  Clarendon,  March  31,  1723,  on  the  death  of 
Ed^ard^  the  third  earl  of  Clarendon.^ 
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one  of  the  mlniftry  but  what  will  employ  me,  as 
gravely  to  fpeak  for  them  to  lord  treafurer,  as  if  I 
were  their  brother,  or  his;  and  1  do  it  as  gravely, 
though  I  know  they  do  it  only  becaufe  they  will 
not  make  themfelves  uneafy,  or  had  rather  I  fhould 
be  denied  than  they.  1  believe  our  peace  will  not 
be  finiftied  thefe  two  months ;  for,  I  think,  we  muft 
have  a  return  from  Spain  by  a  meflenger,  who  will 
not  go  till  Sunday  next.  Lord  treafurer  has  invited 
me  to  dine  with  him  again  to-morrow.  Your  com- 
miffioner,  Knightley^  is  to  be  there. 

9th,  Dr.  Pratt  drank  chocolate  with  me  this  morn- 
ing, and  then  we  walked.  I  was  yefterday  with  him 
to  fee  lady  Betty  Butler^  grieving  for  her  fifter  AJh- 
hurnham.    Thejadewasin  bed  in  form,  and  fhe 
did  fo  cant,  fhe  made  me  fick.    I  meet  Tom  Leigh 
every  day  in  the  Park,  to  preferve  his  health.  He 
is  as  ruddy  as  a  rofe,  and  tells  me  his  bifliop  of 
Dromore  recovers  very  much.    That  bifliop  has  been 
very  near  dying.    This  day's  Examiner  talks  of 
the  play  of  What  is  it  like?  and  you  will  think  it 
to  be  mine,  and  be  bit;  for  i  have  no  hand  in  thefe 
papers  at  all.    I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and 
fhall  again  to-morrow,  which  is  his  day  when  all 
the  mihifters  dine  with  him.    He  calls  it  whippings 
day.    It  is  always  on  Saturday^  and  we  do  indeed 
equally  railly  him  about  his  faults  on  that  day.  I 
was  of  the  original  club,  when  only  poor  lord  Ri-^ 
versy  lord  keeper,  and  lord  Bolinghroke  came;  but 
now  Ormondy  Anglefea^  lord  fteward,  Dartmouth^  and 
others  intrude,  and  I  fcold  at  it;  but  now  they  pre- 
tend as  good  a  title  as  I  ^  and  indeed  many  Saturdays 
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I  am  not  there.  The  company  being  too  many,  I 
don't  love  it, 

loth.  At  feven  this  evening,  as  we  Tat  after  din- 
ner at  lord  treafurer's,  a  fervant  faid,  lord  Peterbo- 
rough was  at  the  door.  Lord  treafurer  and  lord 
Bolinglroke  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  brought  him 
in.  He  was  juft  returned  from  abroad,  where  he 
has  been  about  a  year.  As  foon  as  he  faw  me,  he 
left  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  other  lords,  and  ran 
and  kiffed  me  before  he  fpoke  to  them  *  ;  but  chid 
nie  terribly  for  not  writing  to  him,  which  I  never 
did  this  laft  time  he  was  abroad,  not  knowing 
where  he  was  ;  and  he  changed  places  fo  often,  it  was 
impoflible  a  letter  fhould  overtake  him.  He  left 
England  v^\^^  a  pleurify,  by  his  coach  overturning, 
tha"t  made  him  fpitblood,  and  was  fo  ill,  we  expeded 
every  poft  to  hear  of  his  death  5  but  he  out-rode  it, 
or  out-drank  it,  or  fomething,  and  he  is  come  home 
luftier  than  ever.  He  is  at  leaft  fixty,  and  has  more 
fpirits  than  any  young  fellow  I  know  in  England, 
He  has  got  the  old  lord  Oxford^  regiment  of  horfe, 
and,  I  believe,  will  have  a  garter,  I  love  the  hang- 
dog dearly. 

iith,  The  court  was  crammed  to-day,  to  fee  the 
French  f  ambaffador;  but  he  did  not  come.  Did  I 
never  tell  you,  that  I  go  to  court  on  Sundays  as  to  a 
coffee-houfe,  to  fee  acquaintance,  whom  I  (hould 
not  otherwife  fee  twice  a  year?  The  %  provoft  and  I 
dine  with  Ned  Southwell,  by  appointment,  in  order 

*  The  Dean  had  addrefled  fome  verfes  to  him  in  the  year  1706. 

See  Vol.  VII. 

f  Duke  IXAnmont, 

1  Dr.  frait^  of  the  univerfity  of  DuUm, 
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to  fettle  your  kingdom,  if  my  fcheme  can  be  fol- 
lowed ;  but  1  doubt  our  miniltry  will  be  too  tedious. 
You  muft  certainly  have  a  new  parliament ;  but 
they  would  have  that  a  fecret  yet.  Our  parliament 
here  will  be  prorogued  for  three  weeks.  Thofe 
puppies  will  not  yet  come  in,  tho'  they  pretend  to 
fubmit  to  the  queen  in  every  thing;  but  they  would 
fain  try  firft  how  our  feffion  begins,  in  hopes  to 
embroil  us  in  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  and  if  my  advice 
had  been  taken,  the  feffion  fhould  have  begun,  and 
we  would  have  trufted  the  parliament  to  approve  the 
fteps  already  made  towards  the  peace,  and  had  an  ad- 
drefs  perhaps  from  them  to  conclude  without  the 
Dutch^  if  they  would  not  agree. 

Others  are  of  my  mind,  but  it  is  not  reckoned  fo 
fafe,  it  feems;  yet  I  doubt  whether  the  peace  will  be 
ready  fo  foon  as  three  weeks,  but  that  is  a  fecret. 

1 2th,  Pratt  and  I  walked  into  the  city  to  one 
BatemarCs^  a  famous  bookfeller  for  old  books.  There 
I  laid  out  four  pounds  like  a  fool,  and  wc  dined  at 
a  hedge  ale-houfe,  for  two  ftiillings  and  tv/o-pence, 
like  emperors.  Let  me  fee,  I  bought  Plutarch^  two 
volumes,  for  thirty  fliiliings,  is'^'.  We  have  no  news,- 
aud  I  have  nothing  m.ore  to  fay  to-day,  and  I  can't 
finifli  my  work.  Thefe  minifters  will  net  find  time 
to  do  what  I  would  have  them. 

13th,  I  was  to  have  dined  to-day  with  lord  keeper; 
but  would  not,  becaufe  that  brute  Sir  John  Walter 
was  to  be  one  of  the  company.  You  may  remember 
be  railed  at  me  laft  fummer  was  twelve  months  at 
JVindfor^  and  has  never  begged  my  pardon,  tho'  he 
promifed  to  do  it  j  and  lord  Manjd^  7/ho  vras  one 
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the  company,  would  certainly  have  let  us  together 
by  the  ears,  out  of  pure  roguifti  mifchief.  So  I  dined 
with  lord  treafurer,  where  there  was  none  but  lord 
Bolingbroke,    I  ftayed  till  eight,  and  then  went  to 
ladv  Orkneys^  who  has  been  fick,  and  fat  with  her 
till  twelve.    The  parliament  was  prorogued  to-day, 
as  I  told  you,  for  three  weeks.    Our  weather  is  very 
bad  and  flobbery,  and  I  (hall  fpoil  my  new  hat,  or 
empty  my  pockets.    Lord  Abercorn  plagues  me  to 
death.    I  have  now  not  above  fix  people  to  pro- 
vide for,  and  about  as  many  to  do  good  offices  to; 
and  thrice  as  many  that  I  will  do  nothing  for. 

14th,  To-day  I  took  the  circle  of  morning  vifits. 
I  went  to  the  duchefs  of  Ormond^  and  there  was  (he 
and  lady  Betty^     and    lord  Jjhurnham  together. 
That  was  the  firft  time  the  mother  and  daughter  faw 
each  other  fmce  lady  AJhhurnhani%  death.  They 
were  both  in  tears,  and  I  chid  them  for  being  together, 
and  made  lady  Betty  go  to  her  own  chamber:  then 
fat  a  while  with  the  duchefs,  and  went  after  lady 
Betty ^  and  all  was  well.    There  is  fomething  of 
farce  in  all  thefe  mournings,   let  them  be  ever  fo  fe- 
rious.    People  will  pretend  to  grieve  more  than  they 
really  do,  and  that  takes  ofF  from  their  true  grief. 
I  then  went  to  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton^  who  never 
o-rieved      but  ra^ed,  and  Itormed,  and  railed.  She 
is  pretty  quiet  now,  but  has  a  diabolical  temper. 
Lord  keeper  and  his  fon,  and  their  two  ladies,  and  I 

*  The  Dean  exprefies  different  f^ntiments  of  this  lady,  in  hrs 
letter  to  Mrs  Dingleyy  dated  15,  1712  5  but  it  is  probable 
he  had  then  verj  little  acquaintance  with  her. 
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dined  to-day  with  Mr.  C^sfar^  treafurer  of  the  navy 
at  his  houfe  in  the  city,  where  he  keeps  his  office. 
We  happened  to  talk  of  Brutus^  and  I  faid  fomething 
in  his  praife,  when  it  ftruck  me  immediately,  that  I 
had  made  a  blunder  in  doing  fo;  and  therefore  I  re- 
collected myfelf,  and  faid,  Mr.  Cafary  I  beg  your 
pardon.    So  we  laughed,  i^c, 

15th,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  laft  night  I  had  a 
prefent  fent  me  (I  found  it  when  I  came  home 
in  my  chamber)  of  the  fined  wild  fowl  I  ever  faw, 
with  the  vileft  letter,  and  from  the  vileft  poet  in  the 
world,  who  fent  it  me  as  a  bribe  to  get  him  an  em- 
ployment.   I  knew  not  where  the  fcoundrel  lived, 
fo  I  could  not  fend  them  back ;  and  therefore  gave 
them  as  freely  as  I  got  them,  and  have  ordered  my 
man  never  to  let  up  the  poet  when  he  comes.  The 
rogue  fhould  have  kept  the  wings  at  leaft  forhis  mufe. 
One  of  his  fowls  was  a  large  capon  pheafant,  as  fat 
as  a  pullet.    1  ate  fliare  of  it  to-day  with  a  friend. 
We  have  now  a  drawing  room  every  Wednefdayy 
Thurfdayy  and  Saturday^  at  one  o'clock.  The  queen 
does  not  come  out;  but  all  her  minifters,  foreigners, 
and  perfons  of  quality,  are  at  it.    I  was  there  to- 
day;  and  as  lord  treafurer  came  towards  mc,  I 
avoided  him,  and  he  hunted  me  thrice  about  the 
room.    I  afFedl  never  to  take  notice  of  him  at  church 
or  court.    He  knows  it,   for  I  have  told  him  fo; 
and  to-night,  at  lord  MnJJ^arns^  he  gave  an  account 
of  it  to  the  company;  but  my  reafons  are  that  peo- 
ple feeing  me  fpeak  to  him,  caufes  a  great  deal  of 
teazing.    I  tell  you  what  comes  iiito  my  head,  that 
I  never  knew  whether  you  v/ere  whigs  or  tories,  and 

I  value 


[    224  3 


lvalue  our  converfation  the  more,  that  it  never 
turned  on  that  fubjeft.  I  have  a  fancy  that  Ppt,  is  a 
tory,  and  a  rigid  one.  I  don't  know  why;  but 
methinks  fhe  look  likes  one,  and  D.  D.  a  fort  of  a 
trimmer.  Ami  right?  I  gave  the  Examiner  2i\{\nt 
about  this  prorogation,  and  to  praife  the  queen  for 
her  tendernefs  to  the  Dutch^  in  giving  them  ftill 
more  time  to  fubmit.  It  fitted  the  occafions  at  pre-^ 
fent. 

i6tb,  I  was  bufy  to-day  at  the  fecretary's  office, 
and  flayed  till  paft  three.  The  duke  of  Ormond  and 
I  v/ere  to  dine  at  lord  Orkney  s.  The  duke  was  at. 
the  committee,  fo  I  thought  all  was  fafe.  When  I 
went  there,  they  had  almofl:  dined;  for  the  duke 
had  fent  to  excufe  himfelf,  which  I  never  knew, 
I  came  home  at  feven,  and  began  a  little  whim, 
which  juft  came  into  my  head,  and  will  make  a 
three-penny  pamphlet.  It  fhall  be  finifhed  and 
Qut  in  a  week;  and  if  it  fucceeds,  you  fliall  know 
y/hat  it  is;  otherv/ife,  not.  I  cannot  fend  this  to- 
morrow, and  will  put  it  ofF  till  next  Saturday^  be- 
caufe  I  have  much  bufmefs.  So  my  journals  fhall  be 
fliort,  and  Ppt.  muft  have  patience. 

I  jth.  This  rogue  Parnell  has  not  yet  corredled  his 
poem,  and  I  would  fain  have  it  out.  I  dined  to- 
day with  lord  treafurer,  and  his  Saturday's  company, 
nine  of  us  in  all.  They  went  away  at  feven,  and  lord 
treafurer  and  I  fat  talking  an  hour  after.  After 
dinner,  he  was  talking  to  the  lords  about  the  fpeech 
the  queen  muft  make  when  the  parliament  meets. 
He  afced  me  hov/  I  would  make  it?  I  was  going  to 
be  ferious,  becaufe  it  vras  ferioufly  put;  but  I  turned 
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it  to  a  jeft.  And  becaufe  they  had  been  fpeaking 
of  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough  going  to  Flanders  af- 
ter the  duke,  I  faid,  the  fpeech  fhould  begin  thus : 

My  lords  and  gentlemen.  In  order  to  my  own  quiet, 
and  that  of  my  fubje£ls,  I  have  thought  fit  to  fend  the 
duchefs  of  Marlborough  abroad  after  the  duke.'*  This 
took  well,  and  turned  off  the  difcourfe.  1  muft  tell 
you^  I  do  not  at  all  like  the  prefent  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, and  remember  I  tell  you  fo.  Things  muft  be 
on  another  foot  or  we  are  all  undone.  I  hate  this 
driving  always  to  an  inch. 

i8thi  We  had  a  mighty  full  court  to-day.  Dilly 
was  with  me  at  the  French  church,  and  edified 
mightily.  Duke  oi  Ormond  and  I  dined  at  lord 
Orkneys-,  but  I  left  them  at  feven,  and  came  home  . 
to  my  whim.  I  have  made  a  great  pi-ogrefs.  My 
large  treatife  *  ftands  ftock-ftill.  Some  think  it  too 
dangerous  to  publifli,  and  would  have  me  print  only 
what  relates  to  the  peace.  I  cannot  tell  what  I  fhall 
do.  The  bifhop  of  Dromore  is  dying.  They  thought 
yefterday  he  could  not  live  two  hours:  yet  he  isftill  " 
alive,  but  is  utterly  paft  all  hopes. 

19th,  I  was  this  morning  to  fee  the  duke  and  du- 
chefs of  Ormond,  The  duke  D'Jumont  came  in  while 
I  was  with  the  duke  of  Ormond^  and  we  complimented 
each  other  like  dragons.  A  poor  fellow  called  at  the 
door  where  I  lodge^  with  a  parcel  of  oranges  for  a 
prefent  for  me.  I  bid  my  man  learn  what  his  name 
was,  and  v/hence  it  came.  He  fent  word  his  name 
was  Bun^  and  that  I  knew  him  very  well.  I  bid 
my  man  tell  him  I  was  bufy,  and  he  could  not  fpeak 

*  «  His  mjlory  of  the  Peace  o/tJtretcht*' 
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to  me ;  and  not  to  let  him  leave  his  oranges.  I  know 
no  more  of  it,  but  I  am  fure  I  never  heard  the  name, 
and  1  fliall  take  no  fuch  prefents  from  ftrangers. 
Perhaps  he  might  be  only  fome  beggar,  who  wanted 
a  little  money.  Perhaps  it  might  be  fomething  worfe. 
Let  them  keep  their  poifon  for  their  rats.    I  don't 

love  it. 

20th,  A  committee  of  our  fociety  dined  to-day 
with  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.    Our  fociety 
does  not  meet  now  as  ufual,  for  which  I  am  blamed  ; 
but  till  lord  treafurer  will  agree  to  give  us  money  and 
employments  to  beftow,  I  am  againft  it;  and  he  gives 
us  nothing  but  promifes.    Bifliop  of  Dromore  is  fti 
alive,  and  that  is  all.    We  expedt  every  day  he  will 
die,  and  then       I^/^^  muft  go  back,  which  is  one 
eood  thing  to  the  town.    I  believe  Pratt  will  drive 
It  one  of  ^hefe  biftioprics.    Our  Englijh  bifhopric  • 
is  not  yet  difpofed  of.    1  believe  the  peace  will  not 
be  ready  by  the  feffion. 

2ift,  I  was  to-day  with  my  printer,  to  give  him 
a  little  pamphlet  1  have  written,  but  not  politics. 
It  will  be  out  by  Monday.  If  it  fucceeds,  I  will  tell 
you  of  it;  otherwife  not.  We  had  a  prodigious 
thaw  to-day,  as  bad  as  rain;  yet  I  walked  like  a 
-ood  boy  all  the  way.  The  bilhop  of  Dromore  ftiU 
draws  breath,  but  cannot  live  two  days  longer.  My 
large  book  lies  flat.    Some  people  think  a  great 

•  '  Probably  that  cf  Hereford,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
Humphry  Humphreys,  on  the  aothof  No'vember  17",  f^'^^^' 
fucceedetl  by  Dr.  PhiUp  BiJJe,  tranflatcd  from  the  fee  ot  St. 
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part  of  it  ought  not  to  be  now  printed.  I  believe  I  told 
you  fo  before.  This  letter  fhall  not  go  till  Saturday 
which  makes  up  the  three  weeks  exadly,  and  I  al- 
low fix  weeks. 

22d,  This  is  one  of  our  court  days,  and  I  was  there. 
I  told  you  there  is  a  drawing-room  Wednefday^  Thurf- 
day^  and  Saturday.  The  Hamiltons  and  Abercorns 
have  done  teazing  me.  The  latter,  I  hear,  is 
aftually  going  to  France^  Lord  treafurer  quarrelled 
with  me  at  court,  for  being  four  days  without  dining 
with  him;  fo  I  dined  there  to-day,  and  he  has  at  lafi: 
fallen  in  with  my  projedl  (as  h€  calls  it)  of  coining 
halfpence  and  farthings  with  devices,  like  medals, 
in  honour  of  the  queen,  every  year  changing  the 
device,    I  wifli  it  may  be  done. 

23d,  Duke  of  Ormond and  I  appointed  to  dine  with 
Ned  Southwell  to  day,  to  talk  of  fettling  your  affairs 
of  parliament  in  Ireland-^  but  there  was  a  mixture 
of  company,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  in  hafte, 
and  nothing  was  done.  If  your  parliament  meets 
this  fummerj  it'muft  be  a  new  one;  but  I  find  fome 
arq  of  opinion  there  fhould  be  none  at  all  thefe  two 
years.  I  will  trouble  myfelf  no  more  about  it.  My 
defign  was  to  ferve  the  duke  of  Ormond.  Dr.  Pratt 
and  I  fat  this  evening  v/ith  the  bifliop  of  Clogher^ 
and  played  at  ombre  for  threepence.  That  I  fup- 
pofe  is  but  low  with  you.  I  found  at  coming  home, 
a  letter  from  Af,  No.  37.  I  fhall  not  anfwer  it  this 
bout,  but  will  the  next.  I  have  got  a  terrible  new 
cold,  before  my  old  was  quite  gone,  and  don't 
know  hov/.    I  lhall  have  D.  D's  money  fopn  from 
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the  exchequer.  The  bifhop  of  Dromore  is  dead  no^^ 
atlaft. 

24th,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  and  it  was  comical 
to  fee  lord  Abercorn  bowing  to  me,  but  not  fpeaking, 
and  lord  Selkirk  the  fame.  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
and  his  S^/wr^^)' club,  and  fat  with  him  two  hours 
after  the  reft  were  gone,  and  fpoke  freer  to  him  of 
affairs  than  I  am  afraid  others  do,  who  might  do 
more  good.    All  his  friends  repine,  and  ftirug  their 
fhoulders;  but  will  not  deal  with  him  fo  freely  as 
they  ought.    It  is  an  odd  bufinefs  j  the  parliament 
juft  going  to  fit,  and  no  employments  given.  They 
fav  they  will  give  them  in  a  few  days.    There  is  a 
newbiftiopmadeof //^r^^r^i;  {oOffory  is  difappointed. 
I  hinted  fo  to  his  friends  two  months  ago,  to  make 
him  leave  off  deluding  himfelf  and  being  indifcreet^ 
as  he  was. 


LETTER  LXXIX. 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  Johk  to  Dr.  Swift 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 
I  Afk  pardon  for  my  miftake,  and  I  fend  you  the 
right  paper.    1  am,  in  ficknefs  and  in  health,  ever 
your  faithful  friend,  and  obedient  fervant, 

H.  St.  John, 

*  In  1712,  when  he  was  writing  7hf  Hlftory  of  the  four  lap 
Tsars  of  ^cen  Anns, 
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LETTER  LXXX. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Thurfday  morning,  two  o'clock,  Jan.  5,  171*. 

T  HO'  I  have  not  feen  you,  I  did  not  fail  to  write 
to  lord  treafurer.  Non  tua  res  agitur^  dear  "Jonathan. 
It  is  the  treafurer's  caufe  *,  it  is  my  caufe,  'tis  every 
man's  caufe,  who  is  embarked  on  our  bottom.  De- 
pend upon  it,  that  I  never  will  negleft  any  oppor- 
tunity of  fhewing  that  true  efteem,  that  fincere  af- 
feSion,  and  honeft  friendfhip  for  you,  which  fills 
the  breaft  of  your  faithful  fervant, 

BOLINGBROKE. 

LETTER  LXXXr. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  D ingle y. 

London,  January  25,  1711-13. 

'W^E  had  fuch  a  terrible  ftorm  to-day,  that  going 
to  lord  BoUngbrokes  I  faw  a  hundred  tiles  fallen 
down;  and  one  fwinger  fell  about  forty  yards  be- 
fore me,  that  would  have  killed  a  horfe:  fo  after 
church  and  court,  I  walked  through  the  Park,  and 

*  This  feems  to  relate  to  the  promotion  of  Dr.  S<wift^  in  which 
lord  Bolingbrokey  in  one  of  his  letters,  charges  the  lord  treafurer 
with  being  extremely  backward.  Dr.  Sivift  was  made  dean  of 
Patrick's  April z-j^y  following.    See  Siviffs  letter  to  Mr?. 
Dingley  April  1713. 
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took  a  chair  to  lord  treafurer's.  Next  door  to  his 
houfe  a  tin  chimney-top  had  fallen  down,  with  a 
hundred  bricks.  It  is  grown  calm  this  evening.  I 
wonder  had  you  fuch  a  wind  to-day  ?  I  hate  it  as 
much  as  any  hog  does.  Lord  treafurer  has  engaged 
me  to  dine  again  with  him  to-morrow.  He  has  thofe 
tricks  fometimes  of  inviting  me  from  day  to  day, 
which  I  am  forced  to  break  through.  My  little  pam- 
phlet is  out;  'tis  not  politics. 

26th,  This  morning  I  felt  a  little  touch  of  gid- 
dinefs,  which  has  difordered  and  weakened  me  with 
its  ugly  remains  all  this  day.    After  dinner  at  lord 
treafurer's,  the  French  ambaflador,  duke  D^Jumontj 
fent  lord  treafurer  word,  that  his  houfe  was  burned 
down  to  the  ground.  Ittookfire  in  the  upper  rooms, 
while  he  was  at  dinner  with  Monteleon^  the  Spanijh 
ambalTador,  and  other  perfons ;  and  foon  after  lord 
Bolingh'oke  came  to  us  with  the  fame  ftory.    We  are 
full  of  fpeculations  upon  it,  but  I  believe  it  was  the 
careleflhefs  of  his  French  rafcally  fervants.  'Tis 
odd,  that  this  very  day  lord  Somers^  Wharton^  Sun- 
derland^ Halifax y  and  the  whole  club  of  whig  lords, 
dined  at  Pontac^  in  the  city,  as  I  received  private 
notice  :  they  have  fome  damned  defign.    I  tell  you 
another  odd  thing;  I  was  obferving  it  to  lord  trea- 
iurer,  that  he  was  ftabbed  on  the  day  king  WiUiarn 
died,  and  the  day  I  faved  his  life,  by  opening  the 
band-box,  was  king  JVilliarris  birth-day.   My  friend 
Mr.  Lewis  *  has  had  a  lye  fpread  on  him  by  the 

*  '  Brafmui  Lenj/is^  fecretary  to  the  earl  of  Dart7notithy  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and  afterwaid§  tp  the  earl  of  O,yfor-dj 
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miftake  of  a  man,  who  went  to  another  of  his  name, 
to  give  him  thanks  for  paffing  his  privy  feal  to  come 
from  France.  That  other  Lewis  fpread  about,  that 
the  man  brought  him  thanks  from  lord  Perth  and 
lord  Melfort  (now  lords  with  the  Pretender)  for  his 
great  fervices,  Iffc.  The  lords  will  examine  that 
other  Lewis  to-morrow  in  council  j  and  I  believe  you 
will  hear  of  it  in  the  prints,  for  I  will  make  Abel 
Roper  give  a  relation  of  it. 

27th,  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer;  this 
makes  four  days  together;  and  he  has  invited  me^ 
again  to-morrow,  but  I  abfolutely  refufed  him.  I 
was  this  evening  at  a  chriftening  with  him  of  lord 
Dupplins  daughter.  He  went  away  at  ten ;  but  they 
kept  me  and  fome  others  till  paft  twelve;  fo  you 
may  be  fure  it  is  late,  as  they  fay.  We  have  now 
ftronger  fufplcions,  that  the  duke  UAumont\  houfe 
was  fet  on  fire  by  malice.  I  was  to-day  to  fee  lord 
keeper,  who  has  quite  loft  his  voice  with  a  cold. 
There  Dr.  Ratclife  told  me,  that  it  was  the  ambaf- 
fador's  confeflioner  fet  the  houfe  on  fire  by  boiling 
fugar,  and  going  down  and  letting  it  boil  over* 
Yet  others  ftill  think  differently ;  fo  I  know  not  what 
to  judge. 

28th,  I  was  to-day  at  court,  v/here  the  Spanijh 
ambaffador  talked  to  me,  as  if  he  did  not  fufpecft  any 


lord  high  treafurer.  He  was  member  for  Lejinvlthiely  in  Corn^mll 
in  the  parliament  which  began  April  9,  1713-  ^  particular 
accountof  this  affair  may  be  feen  in  t\it  Examiner,  Vol.  III. 
N"  21,  for  Feb.  1.  1711-13,  and  in  Boyefs  Political  State ^ 
Vol.  V.  p.  ^5,  &  feci. 

Q  4  defigri 


C    232  2 

defign  In  burning  D'Jumonfs  houfe,  But  the  abbe 
Gaultier^  fecretary  for  France  here,  faid  quite  other- 
wife  ;  and  that  U Aumont  had  a  letter  the  very  fame 
day,  to  let  him  know  his  houfe  fhould  be  burned, 
and  tells  feveral  other  circumftances,  too  tedious  to 
write.  One  is,  that  a  fellow  mending  the  tiles  juft 
when  the  fire  broke  out,  faw  a  pot  with  wild-fire  in 
the  room.  I  dined  with  lord  Orkney,  Neither  lord 
Abcrcorn  ncr  Selkirk  will  now  fpeak  with  me.  I  have 
difoblrged  both  fides. 

29th,  Our  fociety  met  to-day,  fourteen  of  us,  and 
at  the  tavern.  We  nov^  refolve  to  meet  but  once 
a  fortnight^  and  have  a  committee  every  other  week 
of  fix  or  feven  to  confult  about  doing  fome  good. 
I  propofed  another  mefTage  to  lord  treafurer  by  three 
principal  members,  to  give  one  hundred  guineas  to 
a  certain  perfon,  and  they  are  to  urge  it  as  well  as 
they  can.  We  alfo  raifed  fixty  guineas  upon  our 
own  fociety;  but  I  made  them  do  it  by  afleffors,  and 
I  was  one  of  themj  and  we  fitted  our  tax  to  the  fe- 
veral eftates.  The  duke  of  Ormond  pays  -ten  gui- 
neas, and  I  the  third  part  of  a  guinea  ;  at  that  rate, 
they  may  tax  as  often  as  they  pleafe. 

30th,  I  have  drank  Spa  waters  thefe  two  or  three 
days  ;  but  they  do  not  pafs,  and  make  me  verygiddy, 
1  am  not  well  ;    I  will  take  them  no  more. 

I  fauntered  after  church  to  day  with  the  provoft  ^ 
tQ  fee  a  library  to  be  fold,  and  dined  at  five  with 
lord  Orkney.  Wc  ftill  think  there  was  malice  in 
burning  D^Aanonfs  houfe.  I  hear  little  Ilarrifon  is 
come  over ;  it  was  he  I  fent  to  Utrecht,  He  is  now 
queen's  fecretary  to  the  embafiy,  and  has  brought 

With 
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with  him  the  barrier  treaty,  as  it  is  now  correfled  hy 
lis,  and  yielded  to  by  the  Dutch ^  which  was  the 
greateft  difficulty  to  retard  the  peace.  I  hope  he 
will  brine;  over  the  peace  a  month  hence,  for  we 
will  fend  him  back  as  foon  as  poffible.  I  long  to  fee 
the  little  brat,  my  own  creature.  His  pay  is  in  all 
a  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  they  have  never  paid 
him  a  groat,  though  I  have  teazed  their  hearts  out. 
He  muft  be  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  in  debt  at 
leaft. 

3ifl:,  Harrlfon  was  with  me  this  morning;  we 
talked  three  hours,  and  then  I  carried  him  to  court. 
When  we  went  down  to  the  door  of  my  lodging,  I 
found  a  coach  waited  for  him.  I  chid  him  for  it, 
but  he  whifpered  me,  it  was  impoffible  to  do  other- 
wife  ;  and  in  the  coach  he  told  me,  he  had  not  one 
farthing  in  his  pocket  to  pay  it ;  and  therefore  took 
the  coach  for  the  v/hole  day,  and  intended  to  bor- 
row money  fome  where  or  other.  So  there  was  the 
queen's  minifter  intruded  in  affairs  of  the  greateft 
importance,  without  a  fliilling  in  his  pocket  to  pay 
a  coach.  I  paid  him  while  he  was  with  me  feven 
guineas,  in  part  of  a  dozen  of  (hirts  he  bought  me  in 
Holland.  I  prefei)ted  him  to  the  duke  Ormond^ 
and  feveral  lords  at  court;  and  I  contrived  it  fo, 
that  lord  treafurer  came  to  m.e,  and  afked  (I  had 
nell  by  m.e)  whether  that  was  Dr.  Parndl^  and  came 
up  and  fpoke  to  him  with  great  kindnefs,  and  in- 
viced  him  to  his  houfe.  I  value  myfelf  upon  making 
the  miniiiry  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  Parnell^  and 
not  Parnell  with  the  miniltry.  His  poem  is  almoft 
fully  corrccled^  and  (hall  be  foon   out.    Here  is 
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enough  for  to-day;  only  to  tell  you,  that  I  was  in 
the  city  with  my  printer  to  alter  an  *  Examiner ^  about 
my  friend  Lewis's  ftory,  which  will  be  told  with 
remarks, 

February  ift,  I  could  do  nothing  till  to-day  about 
the  Examiner  i  but  the  printer  came  this  morning,  and 
I  di£lated  to  him  what  was  fit  to  be  faid,  and  then 
Mr.  Lewis  came  and  corrected  it  as  he  would  have 
it;  fo  I  was  neither  at  church  nor  court.  The  duke 
oiOrmond  and  I  dined  at  lord  Orkney  s.  I  left  them 
at  feven,  and  fat  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountain^  who 
has  a  very  bad  fore  leg,  for  which  he  defigns  to  go 
to  France.  The  parliament  is  to  fit  on  the  third,  but 
will  adjourn  for  three  or  four  days ;  for  the  queen 
is  laid  up  with  the  gout,  and  both  fpeakers  out  of 
order,  though  one  of  them,  lerd  keeper,  is  almoft 
well.  I  fpoke  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  a  good  deal 
about  Ireland.  We  do  not  altogether  agree,  nor 
am  I  judge  enough  of  Irijh  affairs ;  but  I  will  fpeak 
to  lord  treafurer  to-morrow,  that  we  three  may  fet- 
tle them  fome  way  or  other. 

2d,  It  rained  all  this  day,  and  DiUyczmt  to  me, 
and  was  coaching  it  into  the  city  ;  fo  I  went  with 
him  for  afliaking,  becaufe  it  would  not  coft  me  a 
farthing.  There  I  metmy  friend  Stratford^  the 
merchant,  who  is  going  abroad  to  gather  up  his  debts 
and  be  clear  in  the  world.  He  begged  me  I  would 
dine  with  fome  merchant  friends  of  ours  there,  be- 
caufe it  was  the  laft  time  I  (hould  fee  him;  fo  I  did, 
and  thought  to  have  feen  lord  treafurer  in  the  even- 
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ing,  but  he  happened  to  go  out  at  five  ;  fo  I  vifited 
fome  friends,  and  came  home.  The  parliament 
meets  to-morrow,  but  will  be  prorogued  for  a  fort- 
night; which  difappointment  will,  I  believe,  vex 
abundance  of  them,  though  they  are  not  whigs;  for 
they  are  forced  to  be  in  town  at  expence  for  nothing: 
but  we  want  an  anfwer  from  Spain^  before  we  are 
fure  of  every  thing  being  right  for  the  peace ;  and 
God  knows  whether  we  can  have  that  anfwer.  this 
month.  It  is  a  moll  ticklifii  jundure  of  aftairs ;  we 
are  always  driving  to  an  inch:  I  am  weary  of  it. 

3d,  The  parliament  met,  and  was  prorogued,  as 
I  faid  ;  and  I  found  fome  cloudy  faces,  and  heard 
fome  grumbling.    We  have  got  over  all  our  diffi- 
culties with  France  J  I  think.    They  have  now 
fettled  all  the  articles  of  commerce  between  us  and 
them,  wherein  they  were  very  much  difpofed  to  play  ^ 
the  rogue,  if  we  had  not  held  them  to  ;  and  thisbu- 
finefs  we  wait  for  from  Spain^  is  to  prevent  fome  other 
rogueries  of  the  French^  who  are  finding  an  evafion 
to  trade  to  the  SpaniJ})  Wejl  Indies  \  but  I  hope  we 
(hall  prevent  it.    I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and 
he  was  in  good  humour  enough.    I  gave  him  that 
part  of  my  book  in  m.anufcript  to  read,  where  his 
character  was,  and  draw^n  pretty  freely.    He  v/as 
reading  and  correfting  it  with  his  pencil,  when  the 
bifhop  of  St.  David's  *  (now  removing  to  Here- 
ford) came  and  interrupted  us.    I  left  him  at  eighty 
and  fat  till  twelve  with  the  provoil  and  bifliop  of 
Clop  her » 
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4th,  I  was  to-day  at  court,  but  kept  out  of  lord  trea- 
furer's  way,  becaufe  I  was  engaged  to  the  duke  of 
Ormondy  where  I  dined,  and,  I  think,  eat  and  drank 
too  much.    I  fat  this  evening  with  lady  Majham  and 
then  with  lord  Majham  and  lord  treafurer  at  lord 
Majham's.  It  was  laft  year,  you  may  remember,  my 
conftant  evening  place.    I  faw  lady  Jerfey  with 
lady  Majham^  who  has  b^en  layino;  out  for  my  ac- 
quaintance, and  has  forced  a  promife  from  me  to 
drink  chocolate  v^ith  her  in  a  day  or  two,  which  I 
know  not  whether  I  fhall  perform,  for  I  do  notmuch 
like  her  character ;  but  flie  is  very  malicious,  and 
therefore  I  think  1  muft  keep  fair  with  her.    I  did 
not  write  to  Dr.  Coghill  that  I  would  have  nothing 
in  Ireland 'y  but  that  I  was  foliciting  nothing  any 
where,  and  that  is  true.  I  have  named  Dr.  Sterne  *  to 
lord  treafurer,  loxABolingbroke^  and  thedukeofOr/wW 
for  a  bifhoprick,  and  I  did  it  heartily.    I  know  not 
what  will  come  of  it ;    but  I  tell  you  as  a  great  fe- 
cret,  that  I  have  made  the  duke  of  Ormond  promife 
me  to  recommend  no-body  till  he  tells  me,  and  this 
for  fome  reafons  too  long  to  mention.    My  head  is 
ftill  in  no  good  order. 

5th,  I  dined  to-day  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  and 
the  provoft,  and  played  at  ombre  with  him  all  the 
afternoon.  I  won,  yet  Sir  Andrew  is  an  admirable 
player.  Lord  Pembroke  came  in,  and  I  gave  him  three 
or  four  fclirvy  Dilly-punSy  that  begin  with  an  if.  I 
believe  I  fhall  write  no  more  this  good  while,  nor 
publifh  what  I  have  done.    Pray  God  mend  Ppt*s 

*  '  Dean  of  Sf\  Patrick'z,"  ; 
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health :  mine  is  but  veryin  difFerent.  I  have  left  off 
Spa  water ;  it  makes  my  legs  fwell. 

6th,  This  is  the  queen's  birth-day,  and  I  never 
fawitcelebratedwithfomuch  luxury  and  fine  cloaths. 
I  went  to  court  to  fee  them,  and  I  dined  with  lord 
keeper,  where  the  ladies  were  fine  to  admiration. 
I  paffed  the  evening  at  Mrs.  Vanho?nrigh's^  and 
came  home  pretty  early.  Pray  God  keep  the  queen  ; 
(he  was  very  ill  about  ten  days  ago,  and  had  the 
gout  in  her  ftomach.  When  I  came  from  lord 
keeper's,  I  called  at  lord  treafurer's,  becaufe  I  heard 
he  was  very  fine,  and  that  was  a  new  thing,  and 
it  was  true;  for  his  coat  and  waiftcoat  were  em- 
broidered. All  things  grow  dear  in  Ireland^  but 
corn  to  the  parfons ;  for  my  livings  are  fallen  much 
this  year  by  ParvifoVs  account. 

7th,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  but  faw  no  birth-day 
cloaths;  the  great  folks  never  were  them  above  once 
or  twice.  I  dined  with  lord  Orkney^  and  fat  the 
evening  with  Sir  Andrew  Fountain^  whofe  leg  is  in 
a  very  dubious  condition.  This,  I  believe,  will 
hardly  go  till  Saturday ;  for  being  not  very  well,  I 
dare  not  ftudy  much  :  fo  I  let  company  come  in  a 
morning,  and  pafs  the  afternoon  in  dining  and  fit- 
ting fomewhere.  Lord  treafurer  is  angry,  if  I  don't 
dine  with  him  every  fecond  day,  and  I  cannot  part 
with  him  till  late.  He  kept  me  laft  night  till  near 
twelve.  Our  weather  is  conftant  rain  above  thefe 
two  months,  which  hinders  walking,  fo  that  our 
fpring  is  not  like  yours.  I  have  not  feen  Fanny 
Manly  yet ;  I  cannot  find  time.  1  am  in  rebellion 
vrith  all  my  acquaintance,  but  I  v/illmend  with  my 
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health  and  the  weather.  Colds  !  why  we  ar6  all 
dying  with  colds;  but  now  they  are  a  little  over, 
and  my  fecond  is  almoftover. 

8th,  It  was  terrible  rainy  to-day  from  morning 
till  night.  I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  trea- 
furer,  but  went  to  fee  Sir  Andrew  Fountairiy  and  he 
kept  me  to  dinner,  which  faved  coach  hire,  and  I 
ftaid  with  him  all  the  afternoon,  and  loft  thirteen 
fhillings  and  fixpence  at  ombre.  There  was  ma- 
nagement !  and  lord  treafurer  will  chide  y  but  I'll 
dine  with  him  to-morrow.  The  bifliop  of  C/ogher^s 
daughter  has  been  ill  fome  days,  and  it  proves  the 
fmall  pox.  She  is  very  full ;  but  it  comes  out  well, 
and  they  apprehend  no  danger.  Lady  Orkney  has 
given  me  her  pifture  ;  a  very  fine  original  of  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller^s  ;  it  is  now  a  mending.  He  has  fa- 
voured her  fquint  admirably ;  and  you  know  I  love 
a  caft  in  the  eye.  I  was  to  fee  lady  Worjley  to-day, 
who  is  juft  come  to  town  ;  (he  is  full  of  rheumatic 
pains.    All  my  acquaintance  grow  old  and  fickly.. 

9th,  I  thought  to  have  dined  with  lord  treafurer 
to-day,  but  he  dined  abroad  at  Tom  Harley\  ;  fo  I 
dined  at  lord  Majharns^  and  fo  was  winning  all  I  had 
loft  playing  with  lady  Majham  at  crown  picquet, 
when  I  went  to  PoqI\^  and  I  loft  it  again.  Lord 
treafurer  came  to  us,  and  chid  me  for  not  following 
him  to  To7n  Harleys,  I  was  this  morning  to  fee 
lady  yerfey^  and  we  have  made  twenty  parties  about 
dining  together,  and  I  fliall  hardly  keep  one  of  them. 
She  is  reduced  after  all  her  greatnefs  to  feven  fer- 
vants,  and  a  fmall  houfe,  and  no  coach.  I  like  her 
tolerably  as  yet. 

loth, 
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lOth,  I  made  vifits  this  morning  tb  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Ormond^  and  lady  Betty^  and  the  duchefs 
of  Hamilton,    When  I  was  writing  this  near  twelve 
o'clock,  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton  fent  to  have  me 
dine  with  her  to-morrow.    I  am  forced  to  give  my 
anfwer  through  the  door,  for  my  man  has  got  the 
key,  and  is  gone  to  bed ;  but  I  cannot  obey  her,  for 
our  fociety  meets  to-morow.    I  ftole  away  from  my 
lord  treafurer  by  eight,  and  I  intended  to  have  paf- 
fed  the  evening  with  Sir  Thomas  Clarges  and  his  la- 
dy; but  met  them  in  another  place,  and  have  there 
fat  till  now.    My  head  has  not  been  ill  to-day.  I 
was  at  court,  and  made  lord  Manfel  walk  with  me  in 
the    park  before  we  went  to  dinner.  Yefterday 
and  to-day  have  been  fair,  but  yet  it  rained  all  lafb 
night.  I  iaw  Sterne  ftaring  at  court  to-day.   He  has 
been  often  to  fee  me,  he  fays ;  but  my  man  has  not 
yet  let  him  up.    He  is  in  deep  mourning ;  I  hope 
it  is  not  for  his  wife,    I  did  not  afK  him, 

I2th,  I  have  reckoned  days  wrong  all  thiswhile; 
for  this  is  the  twelfth.  I  do  not  know  when  I  loft  it^ 
I  dined  to-day  with  our  fociety,  the  greateft  dinner 
I  have  ever  feen.  It  was  at  'Jack  Hill\^  the  go- 
vernour  of  Dunkirk.  I  gave  an  account  of  fixty 
guineas  I  had  collected,  and  am  to  give  them  away 
to  two  authors  to-morrow.  And  lord  treafurer  has 
promifed  me  one  hundred  pounds  to  reward  fome 
others.  I  found  a  letter  on  my  table  laft  night,  to 
tell  me,  that  poor  little  Harrifon^  the  queen's  fe- 
cretary,  that  came  lately  from  Utrecht  with  the 
barrier  treaty,  was  ill,  and  defired  to  fee  me  at 
night  i  but  it  was  late,  and  I  could  not  go  till  to-day. 

4  I  have 
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t  have  often  mentioned  him  in  my  letters,  you  may 
remember.  I  went  in  the  morning,  and  found  him 
mighly  ill,  and  got  thirty  guineas  for  him  from  lord 
Bolingbrokej  and  an  order  for  one  hundred  pounds 
from  the  treafury,  to  be  paid  him  to-morrow ;  and 
I  have  got  him  removed  to  Knight/bridge  for  air. 
He  has  a  fever  and  inflammation  on  his  luno-s  •  but 
I  hope  will  do  well. 

13th,  I  was  to  fee  a  poor  poet,  one  Mr.  Diaper ^ 
in  a  nafty  garret,  very  fick.  T  gave  him  twenty 
guineas  from  lord  Bolinghroke^  and  difpofed  the  other 
fixty  to  two  other  authors ;  and  defired  a  friend  to 
receive  the  one  hundred  pounds  for  poor  Harrifon^ 
and  will  carry  it  to  him  to-morrow  morning.  I  fent 
to  fee  how  he  did;  and  he  is  extremely  ill ;  and  I 
am  very  much  afflifted  for  him,  as  he  is  my  own 
creature  in  a  very  honourable  poft,  and  very  worthy 
of  it.  His  mother  and  fifter  attend  him,  and  he 
wants  nothing.    I  dined  in  the  city. 

14th,  I  took  Parnell  this  morning,  and  we  walked 
to  fee  poor  Harrlfm.  I  had  the  one  hundred 
pounds  in  my  pocket.  I  told  Parnell  I  was  afraid 
to  knock  at  the  door  ;  my  mind  mifgave  me.  I  did 
knock,  and  his  man  in  tears  told  me  his  mafter  was 
dead  an  hour  before.  Think  what  grief  this  is 
to  me!  I  went  to  his  mother,  and  have  been  or- 
dering things  for  his  funeral  with  as  little  coft  as 
polTible,  to-morrow  at  ten  at  night.  Lord  treafufer 
was  much  concerned  when  I  told  him.  I  could  not 
dine  v/ith  lord  treafurer,  nor  any  where  elfe ;  but 
got  a  bit  of  meat  towards  evening.  No  lofs  ever 
grieved  me  fo  much:  poor  creature!  Pray  God  Al- 
mighty 
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mighty  blefs  you.  Adieu.  I  fend  thts  away  to«» 
night,  and  I  am  forry  it  muft  go  while  I  am  in  fo 
much  grief. 


LETTER  LXXXII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley. 

London,  Feb.  15,  1712-13, 
1  Din^d  to-day  with  Mr.  Rowe,  and  a  pro- 
jecftor,  who  has  been  teazing  me  with  twenty  fchemes 
to  get  grants;  and  I  don't  like  one  of  them;  and, 
b^fides,  I  was  out  of  humour  for  the  lofs  poor  Har^ 
rifon.  At  ten  this  night  I  was  at  his  funeral,  which 
I  ordered  to  be  as  private  as  poffible.  We  had  but 
one  coach  with  four  of  us  ;  and  when  it  was  carrying 
us  home  after  the  funeral,  the  braces  broke;  and 
we  were  forced  to  fit  in  it,  and  have  it  held  up,  till 
my  man  went  for  chairs,  at  eleven  at  night,  in  ter- 
rible rain.  I  am  come  home  very  melancholy,  and 
will  go  to  bed. 

i6th,  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  Dupplin^  and 
fome  company,  to  divert  me  ;  but  left  them  early, 
and  have  been  reading  a  fooHfli  book  for  amufement! 
I  ftiall  never  have  caurage  again  to  care  for  making 
any  body's  fortune.  The  parliament  meets  to- 
morrow,  and  will  be  prorogued  another  fortnight,  at 
which  feveral  of  both  parties  were  angry  ;  but  it  can^ 
not  be  helped,  though  every  thing  about  the  peace 
is  paft  all  danger.  1  never  faw  fuch  a  continuance 
of  ramy  weather.    We  have  not  had  two  fair  days 

•  R  together 
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together  thefe  ten  weeks.  I  have  not  dined  with  lord 
treafurer  thefe  four  days,  nor  can  till  Saturday  for 
I  have  feveral  engagements  till  then,  and  he  will 
chide  me  to  fome  purpofe.  I  am  perplexed  with 
this  one  hundred  pounds  of  poor  Ham/on  s  what  to 
do  with  it.  I  cannot  pay  his  relations  t>l  they  ad- 
minifter,  for  he  is  much  in  debt ;  but  I  will  have  the 
ftafF  in  my  own  hands,  and  venture  nothing. 

,7th.  Lady  Jerfey  and  I  dined  by  appointment, 
toiay  with  lord  BoUngbroke.     He  is  fending  his 
brothL  to  fucceed  Mr.  Harrifon.    It  is  the  prettieft 
poft  in  Europe  for  a  young, gentleman     1  loft  my 
money  fadly  at  ombre ;  I  make  a  thoufand  blunders 
at  it,  and  play  but  three- penny  ombre  j  but  it  is 
wha   you  call  runing  ombre.    Lady  Clarges,  and 
adrab  I  hate,  won  a  dozen  fhilUngs  of  me  laft  nigh  . 
The  parliament  was  prorogued  to-day.  People 
.rumble  ;  and  the  good  of  it  is,  the  peace  cannot  be 
Inifted  by  the  time  they  meet,  there  are  fo  many 
Sing  things  to  do.    1  reckon  you  have  all  your 
cards  from  France,  for  ours  pay  fix-pence  a  pack 
taxes   which  goes  deep  to  the  box.    1  have  given 
Iw  y  aU  my  Ipa  water,  and  take  fome  nafty  fteel 
d7ops,  and  my  head  has  been  better  this  week  paft. 
I  fend  every  day  to  fee  how  Mifs  JJhe  does.    She  is 
very  full,  they  fay,  but  in  no  danger.   I  fear  {he  w^l 
o  Jfome  ofher'beauty.    The  fon  lies  out  o  the 
houfe.    I  wi(h  he  had  them  too,  while  he  is  fo 

''""gfh.  The  earl  of  Jblnsdon  had  been  teazing  me 
thefe  three  months  to  dine  with  him;  and  th.s  day 
was  appointed  about  a  week  ago,  and  I  named  my 
^  company  J 
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company ;  lord  Stawell^  colonel  Difney^  and  Dr.  Ar^ 
buthnot ;  but  the  two  laft  flipped  out  their  necks, 
and  left  Stawell  and  me  to  dine  there.  We  did  not 
dine  till  feven,  becaufe  it  is  AJh-Wednefday.  We 
had  nothing  but  fifli,  which  lord  Stawell  could  not 
eat,  and  got  a  broiled  leg  of  a  turkey.  Our  wine 
was  poifon  ;  yet  the  puppy  has  twelve  thoufand 
pounds  a  year.  His  carps  were  raw,  and  his  can- 
dles tallow.  He  (hall  not  catch  me  in  hafte  again, and 
every  body  has  laughed  at  me  for  dining  with  him. 
I  was  to-day  to  let  Harrifotis  mother  know  I  could 
not  pay  her  till  flie  adminifters;  which  (he  will  do. 
There  were  more  whigs  to-day  at  court  than  tories. 
I  believe  they  think  the  peace  muft  be  made,  and 
fo  come  to  pleafe  the  queen.  She  is  ftill  lame  with 
the  gout. 

19th,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  to  fpeak  to  lord 
BoUngbroke^  to  look  over  Parneirs  poem  fmce  it  is 
correfted;  and  Parnell  and  I  dined  with  him,  and 
he  has  fhewn  him  three  or  four  more  places  to  alter 
a  little.  Lady  BoUnobroke  came  down  to  us  while  we 
were  at  dinner,  and  Parnell  ftared  at  her,  as  if  flie 
were  a  goddefs.  I  thought  flie  was  like  ParneWs 
wife,  and  he  thought  fo  too.  Parnell  is  much  pleafed 
with  lord  Bolingbroke^s  favour  to  him,  and  I  hope  it 
may  one  day  turn  to  his  advantage.  His  poem  will 
be  printed  in  a  few  days.  Our  weather  continues 
raining  as  frefli  as  if  it  had  not  rained  at  all,  I 
fat  to  night  at  lady  Majhajn^s^  where  lord  treafurer 
came,  and  fcolded  me  for  not  dining  with  him.  I 
told  him  I  would  not  till  Saturday,  I  have  flayed 
there  till  paft  twelve^  fo  good  night* 

3^  2  2Cth, 
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20th,  Lady  "Jerjey^  lady  Catherine  Hyde  *,  th^ 
iS/)tf«//5!?  ambaflador,  the  duke  ^£/r^^j,  another 
mW,  and  I,  dined  to-day,  by  appointment,  with 
lord  Bolingbroke ;  but  they  fell  a  drinking  fo  many 
Spanljh  healths  in  champagne,  that  1  ftole  away  to 
the  ladies,  and  drank  tea  till  eight  j  and  then  went 
on,  and  loft  my  money  at  ombre  with  Sir  Andrew 
fountain^  who  has  a  very  bad  leg,  Mifs  A/he  is  paft 
all  danger  J  and  her  eye,  which  was  lately  bad  (I 
fuppofe  one  effeft  of  her  diftemper)  is  now  better. 
\  do  not  let  the  bifhop  fee  me,  nor  (hall  this  good 
while.  I  will  fpeak  to  Mr.  Griffin  to-morrow,  about 
Ppfs  brother  FlUy^  and  deftre,  that  his  employ- 
ment m^y  be  mended. 

2 1  ft,  I  few  Gri^n  at  court.  He  fays  he  knows 
nothing  of  a  falt-work  at  Re^on  ;  but  that  he  will 
give  pilly  a  better  employment,  and  defires  Filly 
will  write  to  hirn.  If  I  knew  where  to  write  to  FiUy^^ 
I  would  ;  but  pray  do  you.  Bid  him  let  Mr.  Griffin 
know,  th^t  he  has  had  the  honour  to  be  recpm- 
mended  by  Dr.  Swifts  he.  that  he  will  endeavour 
to  defcrve,  ^c.  I  think  Mr.  Griffin  lives  in  Bury^ 
fireet.,  near  S^.  James' s-Jlreet^  hard  by  me ;  but  I 
fuppofe  your  brother  may  direct  to  him  to  the  fait- 
office,  and,  as  I  Remember,  be  knows  his  chriftian 
name,  bccaufeyou  fcnt  it  to  me  in  the  lift  of  the  com- 
miffioners. 

I  dined  with  lord  treafurer  and  feven  lords  to-day. 
You  know  Saturday  is  his  great  day.  I  fat  with 
them  till  eight,  and  then  came  home,  and  have  b.eei^ 

•  The  prefeiU  ducheTs  of  ^eensherry, 

writing: 
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Anting  a  letter  to  Mrs. Davis,  at  YorL  SKe  took 
care  to  have  a  letter  direfted  for  me  at  lord  trea- 
furer's  ;  for  I  would  not  own  one  fhe  fent  by  poft*. 
She  reproaches  me  for  not  writing  to  her  thefe  four 
years ;  and  I  have  honeftly  told  her,  ii  was  my  way 
never  to  write  to  thofe  whom  I  am  never  likely  to 
fee,  unlefs  I  can  ferve  them,  which  1  cannot  Ker, 
tfr.    Davisj  the  fchoolmiafter's  widow. 

22d,  I  dined  to-day  at  lord  Orknefs^  with  the 
duke  of  OrmoHddLiid  Sir  Thomas  tianmer.  Have  you 
ever  heard  of  the  latter  ?  He  marled  the  duchefs  of 
Grafton  in  his  youth  (fhe  dined  with  us  too).  He  is 
themoft  confiderable  man  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
He  M^ent  lalt  fpring  to  Flanders^  with  the  duke  of 
Ormond'y  from  thence  to  France^  and  was  going  to 
Italy  ;  but  the  miniftry  fent  for  him,  and  he  has 
been  come  over  about  ten  days.  He  is  much  out 
of  humour  with  things.  He  thinks  the  peace  is  kept 
off  too  long,  and  is  full  of  fears  and  doubts.  It  is 
thought  he  is  defigned  for  fecretary  of  flate,  inftead 
of  lord  Dartmouth,  We  have  been  acquainted  thefe 
two  years ;  and  I  intend,  in  a  day  or  two,  to  have 
an  hour's  talk  with  him  on  alFairs.  I  faw  the  bifhop 
of  Clogher  at  court.  Mifs  is  recovering.  I  knov/ 
not  how  much  fhe  will  be  marked.  The  queen  is 
flowly  mending  of  her  gout,  and  intends  to  be 
brought  in  a  chair  to  parliament,  when  it  meets, 
which  will  be  the  third  of  March ;  for  I  fuppofe 
they  will  prorogue  no  more  ;  yet  the  peace  will  not 
be  figned  then,  and  we  apprehend  the  tories  them- 
felves  will  many  of  them  be  difcontentcd. 
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23d,  It  was  ill  weather   to-day  and  I  dined 
with  Sir  Andrevj  Fountain^  and  in  the  evening  played 
,  at  ombre  with  him  and  the  provoft,  and  won  twenty- 
*  five  (hillings  ;  fo  I  recovered  myfelf  pretty  well. 
Dilly  has  been  dunning  me  to  fee  Fany  Manly ;  but 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  do  it* 

24th,  I  walked  this  morning  to  Chelfea^  to  fee  Dr. 
Jiterbury^  dean  of  Chriji -Church.    I  had  bufmef? 
with  him  about  entering  Mr.  Fitz-Maurke^  lord  Ker-^ 
rys  fon,  into  his  college;  and  lady  Kerry  is  a  great 
favorite  of  mine.  Lord  Harley^  lord  Dupplirty  young 
Bromley  the  fpeaker's  fon,  and  I,  dined  with  Dr. 
Stratford  znd  fome  other  clergymen  ;  but  I  left  them 
at  feven,  to  go  to  lady  Jerfey^  to  fee  Monteleon,  the 
Spanijh  ambaffadar,  play  at  ombre.    Lady  Jerfey 
was  abroad,  and  I  chid  the  fervants,  and  made  a  rattle ; 
but  fmce  I  came  home,  flie  fent  me  a  meflage,.  that 
I  was  miftaken,  and  that  the  meeting  is  to  be  to- 
morrow.   I  have  a  worfe  memory  than  when  I  left 
you,  and  every  day  forget  appointments  ;  but  here 
my  memory  was  by  chance  too  good.    But  I'll  go 
to-morrow ;  for  lady  Catherine  Hyde  and  lady  Bo- 
lingbroke  are  to  be  there  by  my  appointment. 

25th,  Lord  treafurer  met  me  laft  night  at  lord 
MaJ})ams^  and  thanked  me  for  my  company  in  a 
jeer,  becaufe  I  had  not  dine  with  him  in  three  days. 
He  chides  me  if  I  ftay  but  two  days  away  together. 
What  will  thiscoraeto  ?  Nothing.  My  grand-mother 
ikfed  to  fay.  More  of  your  lining,  and  lefs  of  your 
dining.    However,  I  dined  with  him,  and  could 

hardly  leave  hLm  at  eight,  to  go  to  lady  Jerfefs^ 

where 
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wHere  five  or  fix  foreign  minifters  were,  and  as  many 
ladies.  Monieleon  played  like  the  ^nglijh^  and  cried 
gacco,  and  knocked  his  knuckles  for  trump,  and 
played  at  fmall  games,  like  Ppu  Lady  Jerfey  whif^ 
pered  me  to  ftay,  and  fup  with  the  ladies  when  the 
fellows  were  gone  ;  but  they  played  till  eleven,  and 
I  would  not  ftay.  Lady  Catherine  Hyde  had  a  mighty 
mind  I  Ihould  be  acquainted  with  lady  Dalkeith^  her 
fitter,  the  duke  of  Monmouthis  eldeft  fon's  widow^: 
who  was  of  thecompany  to-night  5  but  I  did  not  like 
her  ;  flie  paints  too  much. 

26th,  This  day  our  fociety  met  at  the  duke  of 
Ormond's  ;  but  I  had  bufinefs  that  called  me  another 
way ;  fo  I  fent  my  excufe,  and  dined  privately  with 
a  friend.    Befides,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  whifpered 
me  laft  night,  at  lady  Jerfefs,  that  I  muft  attend 
lord  treafurer  and  duke  of  Ormond  at  fupper,  at  his 
houfe  to  night ;  which  I  did  at  eleven,  and  flayed 
till  one.    There  was  the  duchefs  of  Grafton^  and 
the  duke  her  fon  ;  nine  of  us  in  all.    Duke  of  Or- 
m<?«ichid  me  for  not  being  at  the  fociety  to-day  j  and 
faid  fixteen  were  there.    I  faid,  I  never  knew  fix* 
teen  people  good  company  in  my  life  ;  no,  nor  eight 
neither.    We  have  no  news  in  this  town  at  all.  I 
wonder  why  I  don't  write  you  news*    I  know  lefs  of 
what  pafles  than  any  body,  becaufe  I  go  to  no  cof- 
fee-houfe,  nor  fee  any  but  minifterSj  and  fuch  peo- 
ple ;  and  minifters  never  talk  politics  in  converfa- 
tion.    The  whigs  are  forming  great  fchemes  againft 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  which  will  be  next  Tuef* 
dav,  I  flilf  think,  without  fail}  and  we  hope  to 

R  4  hear^ 
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hear,  by  then,  that  the  peace  is  ready  to  fign.  The 
queen's  gout  mends  daily. 

27th,  I  paffed  a  very  infipid  day,  and  dined  pri- 
vately with  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood.  Did  I 
tell  you  that  I  have  a  very  fine  pidure*  of  lady  Ork^ 
ne/s^  an  original,  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller^  three 
quarters  lenth?  I  have  it  now  at  home,  with  a 
fine  frame.  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  lady  Ma/ham  have 
promifed  to  fit  for  me  5  but  I  defpair  of  lord  trea- 
furer  only.  I  hope  he  will  give  me  a  copy,  and 
then  I  fliall  have  all  the  pictures  of  thofe  I  really 
love  here;  juft  half  a  dozen;  only  I  will  make 
lord  keeper  give  me  his  print  in  a  frame.  I  have 
little  to  do  now  with  my  pen ;  for  my  grand  bufinefs  f 
flops  till  they  are  more  prefEng,  and  till  fomething 
or  other  happens ;  and  i  believe  1  fhall,  with  difguft, 
return  to  finifh  it,  it  is  fo  very  laborious.  Sir  27?^- 
mas  Hanmer  has  my  papers  now.  You  are  now  at 
ombre  with  the  dean,  always  on  Friday  night.  I 
flood  by,  the  other  night,  while  the  duke  d'Etrees 
loft  fix  times  with  Manille^  Bajio^  and  three  fmall 
trumps  ;  and  lady  Jerfey  won  above  twenty  pounds. 

28th,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  when  the  abbe  Gaul- 
tier  Vr'hifpered  me,  that  a  courier  was  juft  come  with 
an  account,  thst  the  French  king  had  con  Tented  to 
all  the  queen's  demands,  and  his  confent  was  car-.^ 
ried  to  Utrecht^  and  the  peace  will  be  figned  in  a 
few  days.    I  fuppofe  the  general  peace  cannot  be 

*  Dr.  Snjuift  left  this  picture  to  John  Earl  of  Orrerj,  v/h^ 
married  die  daughter  ot  this  Lady, 
f  *  Hi|  Hijiorj  of  ths peace  ^Utrecht/ 

fo 


t  249  ] 

fti  foOn  ready  ;  but  that  is  no  matter.  The  news 
prcfently  ran  about  the  court.  I  faw  the  queen  car- 
ried out  in  her  chair,  to  take  the  air  in  the  garden. 
I  met  Griffin  at  court,  and  he  told  me  that  orders 
were  fent  to  examine  Filly ;  and,  if  he  be  fit,  to 
make  him,  I  don't  know  what,  fupervifoT.  It  is 
fome  employment,  a  good  deal  better  than  his  own. 
The  parliament  will  have  another  fliort  prorogation; 
though  it  is  not  known  yet.  I  dined  with  lord  trea* 
furer,  and  his  Saturday  company,  and  left  him  at. 
eight.  FaieweJ. 

LETTER  LXXXIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Ding  ley. 

London,  March  i,  1712-13- 

I  SEE  I  anfwereJ  a  good  deal  of  your  laft  letter 
about  your  brother,  ^c.  I  dined  with  lady  Orkney^ 
and  v/e  talked  politics  till  eleven  at  night ;  2jid,  as 
ufual,  found  every  thing  v/rong,  and  put  ourfelves 
out  of  humour.  Yes,  I  have  lady  Giffard's  pi&ure 
fent  me  by  your  mother.  It  is  bound  up  at  a  place 
vi'here  my  other  things  are.  I  have  goods  in  tv/oor 
three  places ;  and  when  I  leave  a  lodging,  I  box 
up  the  books  I  get  (for  I  always  get  fome)  and  come 
naked  into  a  new  lodging;  and  fo  on.  Talk  riot 
to  me  of  deanries  ;  1  know  lefs  of  that  th;*n  ever  by 
much. 

2d,  I  went  into  the  city,  to  fee  P.  at  Rolf^  who 
lodges  with  a  city  coufm,  a  daughter  of  coufio  Qerk 
(you  are  much  the  wifer).  I  had  never  been  at  her 
houfe  before.  My  hc-coufm  Thomfon  is  dead;,  or  dj- 
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ing.    I  dined  with  my  printer,  and  walked  home, 
and  went  to  fit  with  lady  Clarges.    I  found  four  of 
them,  of  which  lady  Godolphin  was  one.    I  fat  by 
her,  and  talked  of  her  cards,  ^c.    But  fhe  would 
not  give  one  look,  nor  fay  a  word  to  me.    She  re- 
fufed  fome  time  ago  to  be  acquainted  with  me.-  You 
know  fhe  is  lord  Marlborough's  eldeft  daughter. 
She  is  a  fool  for  her  pains,  and  I  will  pull  her  down^ 
What  can  I  do  for  Dr.  Smith's  daughter's  hulband? 
I  have  no  perfonal  credit  with  any  of  the  commif- 
fioners.  I  will  fpeakto  Keightley ;  but  I  believe  it  will 
fignify  nothing.  In  the  cuftoms,  people  muftrife  by 
degrees,  and  he  muft  at  firft  take  what  is  very  low, 
if  he  be  qualified  for  that.    Ppt.    miftakes  me  ;  I 
am  not  angry  at  your  recomending  any  one  to  me, 
provided  you  will  take  my  anfwer.  Some  things  are 
in  my  way,  and  then  I  ferve  thofe  I  can.    But  peo- 
ple will  not  diilinguifli,  but  take  things  ill,  when 
I  have  no  power ;  but  Ppt,  is  wifer,  and  employ- 
ments  in  general  are  very  hard  to  get. 

3d,  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer,  who  chid 
me  for  my  abfence,  which  was  only  from  Saturday 
laft.    The  parliament  was  again  prorogued  for  a 
week,  and  I  fuppofe  the  peace  will  be  ready  by  then, 
and  the  queen  will  be  able  to  be  brought  to  the 
houfe,  and  make  her  fpeech.    I  faw  Dr.  Griffith 
two  or  three  months  ago,  at  a  Latin  play  at  JVeJi- 
minjier\  but  did  not  fpeak  to  him.    1  hope  he  will 
not  die  ;  I  ftiould  be  forry  for  Ppt's  fake  ;  he  is 
very  tender  of  her.    I  have  long  loft  all  my  colds, 
and  the  v/eather  mends  a  little.    I  take  fome  fteel 
drops,  and  my  head  is  pretty  well.    I  walk  when  I 
^  can> 
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can,  but  am  grown  very  idle  ;  and  not  finifliing  my 
thing,  I  ramble  abroad,  and  play  at  ombre.  I  ftiall 
be  more  careful  in  my  phyfic  than  Mrs.  Price: 
'tis  not  a  farthing  matter  her  death,  I  think  ;  and 
fo  I  fay  no  more  to-night,  but  will  read  a  dull  book, 

and  go  fleep. 

4th,  Mr.  Ford  has  been  this  half  year  inviting 
me  to  dine  at  his  lodings  ;  fo  I  did  to-day,  and 
brought  the  provoft  and  Dr.  Parnell  with  me,  and 
my  friend  Lewis  was  there.    Parnell  went  away, 
and  the  other  three  played  at  ombre,  and  I  looked  on, 
which  I  love,  and  would  not  play.  Tifdall  is  a  pretty 
fellow,  as  you  fay  \  and  when  I  come  back  to  Ireland 
with  nothing,  he  will  condole  me  with  abundance 
of  fecret  plcafure.  I  believe  I  told  you  that  he  wrote 
to  me,  That  I  have  faved  England,  and  he  Ireland  : 
but  I  can  bear  that.    I  have  learned  to  hear  and  fee, 
and  fay  nothing.    I  was  to  fee  the  duchefs  of  Ha^ 
milton  to-day,  and  met  Bligh  of  Ireland  juft  going  out 
of  her  houfe  into  his  coach.    I  afked  her  how  flie 
came  to  receive  young  fellows.    It  feems  he  had  a 
ball  in  the  duke  of  Hamilton  s  houfe  when  the  duke 
died ;  and  the  duchefs  got  an  advertifement  put  in 
the  Pojl'hoy^    refleding  on  the  ball,  becaufe  the 
Marlborough  daughters  were  there ;  and  Bligh  came 
to  beg  the  duchefs's  pardon,  and  clear  himfelf. 

5th,  Lady  Majham  has  mifcarried  ;  but  is  almoft 
well  again.  I  have  paid  many  vifits  to-day.  I  met 
Bligh\t  the  duke  of  Ormond's ;  and  he  begged  me 
to  carry  him  to  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton^  to  beg  her 
pardon  again.  I  did,  on  purpofe  to  fee  how  the 
biunderbufs  behaved  bimfelfi  but  I  begged  the  du- 
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chefs  to  ufe  him  mercifully,  for  flie  is  the  devil  6fd 
teazer.  The  good  of  it  is,  fhe  ought  to  beg  his 
pardon,  for  he  meant  no  harm ;  yet  fhe  would  not 
allow  him  to  put  in  an  advertifement  to  clear  him- 
felf  from  hers,  though  hers  was  all  a  lye.  He  ap- 
pealed to  me,  and  I  gravely  gave  it  againft  him. 
I  was  at  court  to-day,  and  the  foreign  minifters  have 
got  a  trick  of  employirtg  me  to  fpeak  for  them  t6 
lord  treafurer  and  lord  BoUnghroke  \  which  I  d6 
when  the  cafe  is  reafonable.  The  college  need  not 
fear  ;  I  will  not  be  their  governoiir.  I  dined  with  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer  and  his  duchefs.  The  duke  of  Or- 
mond  was  there,  but  we  parted  foon,  and  I  went  td 
vifit  lord  Pembroke  for  the  firft  time ;  but  it  was  to 
fee  fome  curious  books.  Lord  Cholmondeley  came  in  ; 
but  I  would  not  talk  to  him,  though  he  made 
many  advances. 

6th,  I  was  to-day  at  an  auflion  of  piftures  with 
Fratt^  and  laid  out  forty-four  fhillings  for  a  picture 
of  Titian  \  and  if  it  were  a  Titian^  it  would  be  worth 
twice  as  many  pounds.  If  I  am  cheated.  Til  part 
with  it  to  lord  Majham:  if  it  be  a  bargain,  I'll  keep 
it  to  myfelf.  But  I  made  Pratt  buy  feveral  pidures. 
for  lord  Majham.  Pratt  is  a  great  virtuofo  that  way. 
1  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  but  made  him  go  to  court 
at  eight.  I  always  teaze  him  to  be  gone.  I  thought 
to  have  made  Parnell dine  with  him,  but  he  was  ill  j 
his  head  is  out  of  rder  like  mine,  but  more  conftant. 
Poor  boy  !  I  was  at  lord  treafurer's  levee  with  the 
provo{^ ,  to  afk  a  book  of  the  college.  I  never  go  ta 
his  levee^  unlefs  it  be  to  prefent  fomebody. 
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7th,  Yes,  I  hope  Leigh  will  foon  be  gone.  A  p— 
on  him  !  1  met  him  once,  and  he  talked  gravely  to 
nie  of  not  feeing  the  Irijh  bifliops  fe^re,  and  the  Irijh 
gentlemen  ;  but  I  believe  my  anfwers.  frttted  him 
^  enough.  I  vi^ould  not  dine  with  lord  treafurer  to- 
day, though  it  was  Saturday^  for  he  has  Xngaged 
me  for  to-morrow ;  but  went  and  dined  with  !ord 
Majham^  and  played  at  fix-penny  running  ombre^  for 
three  hours.  There  weie  three  voles  againft  rke, 
and  I  was  once  a  great  lofer,  but  came  ofF  fof 
three  ftiillings  and  fix- pence.  One  may  eafily  lof^i 
£ve  guineas  at  it.  Lady  Orkney  is  gone  out  of  to't^a 
to-day,  and  I  could  not  fee  her  for  lazinefs,  but  Wrote 
to  her.  She  has  left  me  fome  phyfic.  i  never  hvr 
D.  D's  politics  before,  and  I  think  it  pretty  extra- 
ordinary, and  a  great  compliment  to  you,  and  I  be- 
lieve never  three  people  converfed  fo  much  with  fa 
little  politics.  Parvifol  has  fent  me  a  bill  of  fdij 
pounds,  as  I  ordered  him,  which,  I  hope,  will  fervc 
me,  and  bring  me  over.  I  was  not  at  court  to-daj^^ 
a  wonder  ! 

8th,  You  muft  know,  I  give  chocolate  almoft 
every  day  to  two  or  three  people,  that  I  fuffer  tD 
come  to  fee  me  in  a  morning.  My  man  begins  to 
lye  pretty  well.  *Tis  nothing  for  people  to  be  de- 
nied ten  times.  My  man  knows  all  I  willfee,  and 
denies  me  to  every  body  elfe.  This  is  the  day  of 
the  queen's  coming  to  the  crown,  and  the  day  lord 
treafurer  was  ftabbed  by  Gutfcard.  I  was  at  courts 
where  every  body  had  their  birth-day  cloaths  on,  and 
I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  who  was  very  fine.  He 
fhewed  me  fome  of  the  queen's  fpeech,  which  I  cor** 
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refted  in  feveral  places,  and  penned  the  vote  of  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  for  the  fpeach  *  ;  but  I  was  of  opinion 
the  houfe  fliould  not  fit  on  Tuefday  next,  unlefs  they 
hear  the  peace  is  figned  ;  that  is,  provided  they  are 
fure  it  will  be  figned  the  week  after,  and  fo  have  one 
fcolding  for  all. 

9th,  Lord  treafurer  would  have  had  me  dine  with 
him  to-day  ;  he  defired  me  laft  night,  but  I  refufed, 
becaufe  he  woul  J  not  keep  the  day  ofhisftabbing 
with  all  the  cabinet,  as  he  intended  :  fo  1  dined  with 
my  friend  Lewis  ;  and  the  provoft,  and  Parnell^  and 
Ford  were  with  us.    I  loft  fixteen  {hillings  at  ombre ; 
I  don't  like  it.    At  night  Lewis  brought  us  word, 
that  the  parliament  does  not  fit  to-morrow.    I  hope 
they  are  fure  of  the  peace  by  next  week,  and  then 
they  are  right,  in  my  opinion:  otherwife  i  think 
they  have  done  wrong,  and  might  have  fat  three 
weeks  ago.  People  will  grumple ;  but  lord  treafurer 
cares  not  a  rufti.    Lord  keeper  is  fuddenly  taken 
ill  of  a  quinfey,  and  fome  lords  are  in  commiffion* 
I  think  lord  treafurer  is  to  prorogue  the  parliament 
in  his  ftead.    You  never  faw  a  town  fo  full  of  fer- 
ment and  expectation.    Mr.  Pope  has  publiflied  a 
fine  poem,  called  Windfor  Foreji.    Read  it. 

1 0th,  I  was  early  this  morning  to  fee  lord  Boling- 
broke.  I  find  he  was  of  opinion  the  parliament  fhould 
fit ;  and  fays,  they  are  not  fure  the  peace  will  be 
figned  next  week.  The  prorogation  is  to  this  day 
fe'nnight.    I  went  to  look  on  a  library  I  am  going 

•  Sec  this  addrefs  in  volv.me  XV  of  Sivif^s  Works. 
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to  buy.  If  we  can  agree.  I  haveofFered  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ponds,  and  will  give  ten  pounds  more. 
Lord  Bolinghroke  will  lend  me  the  money.  I  was 
two  hours  poring  over  the  books.  I  will  fell  fome  of 
them,  and  keep  the  reft ;  but  I  doubt  they  wo*nt 
take  the  money.  I  dined  in  the  city,  and  fat  an 
hour  in  the  evening  with  lord  treafurer,  who  was  in 
a  very  good  humour;  but  reproached  me  for  not 
dining  with  him  yefterday  and  to-day.  What  will 
all  this  come  to  ?  Lord  keeper  had  a  pretty  good 
night,  and  is  better.    I  was  in  pain  for  him. 

nth,  I  was  this  morning  to  vifit  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Ormond^  and  the  duchefs  of  Hainilton^ 
and  went  with  the  provoft  to  an  auction  of  pi£lures» 
and  laid  out  fourteen  fhillings.  I  am  in  for  it, 
if  I  had  money ;  but  I  doubt  I  fnall  be  undone ; 
for  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  invited  the  provoft  and  me 
to  dine  with  him,  and  play  at  ombre,  when  I  fairly 
loft  fourteen  fliillings.  I  am  come  home  ;  'tis  late, 
and  my  puppy  let  out  my  fire,  and  I  am  gone  to 
bed,  and  writing  there,  and  it  is  paft  tv/elve  a 
good  while.  Went  out  four  mattadores  and  a 
trump  in  black,  and  yet  was  bafted. 

1 2th,  I  was  at  another  a6lion  of  piflures  to-day, 
and  a  great  auftion  it  was.  I  made  lord  Majham 
lay  out  forty  pounds.  There  were  pi£lures  fold  of 
twice  as  much  value  a  piece.  Our  fociety  met  to- 
day at  the  duke  of  Beaufort's  ^  a  prodigious  fine 
'  dinner,  v/hich  I  hate ;  but  we  did  feme  bufmefs. 
Our  printer  was  to  attend  us,  as  ufual  3  and  the  chan- 
cel i  lor 
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ccMor  of  the  exchequer  *  fent  the  author  of  the  Ex^^ 
cminer  f  twenty  guineas.  He  is  an  ingenious  fellow, 
but  the  mofl:  confounded  coxcomb  in  the  world, 
fo  that  1  dare  not  let  him  fee  me,  nor  am  acquainted 
with  him.  I  had  much  difcourfe  with  the  duke  of  Or- 
immd  this  morning,  and  am  driving  fome  Points,  to 
fccure,  fcff.  I  left  the  fociety  at  feven.  I  can't 
drink  jiow  at  all  with  any  pleafure.  I  love  white 
P^iugal  wine  better  than  claret,  Champagne,  or  Bur-- 
gMndy.  I  have  a  fad  vulgar  appetite;  I  cannot  en- 
dure above  one  difh,  nor  ever  could  fince  I  was  a 
boy,  and  loved  Huffing.  It  was  a  fair  day,  which 
is  a  rarity  with  us,  I  alTure  you.  Never  fair  two 
days  together. 

13th,  I  had  a  rabble  of  Irljh  parfons  this  morning 
drinking  ray  chocolate.  I  cannot  remember  appoint- 
ments. I  was  to  have  fupped  laft  night  with  the 
Swedif)  envoy  at  his  houie,  and  fome  other  company  ; 
but  forgot  it,  and  he  raillied  me  to-day  at  lord  Bo^ 
lingbrokeSy  who  excufed  me,  faying,  the  envoy 
ought  not  to  be  angry,  becaufe  i  ferve  lord  trea- 
furer  ^nd  him  the  fame  way.  For  that  reafon,  I 
▼cry  feldom  promife  to  go  any  where.  I  dined 
with  lord  treafurer,  who  chid  me  for  being  abfenc 
fo  long,  as  he  always  does,  if  I  mifs  a  day.  I  fat 
three  hours  this  evening  with  lady  Jerfey  ;  but  the 
firft  two  hours  flie  was  at  ombre  with  fome  company. 
1  left  lord  treafurer  at  eight  ;  I  fancied  he  was  a  lit- 
tle thoughtful,  for  he  was  playing  with  an  orangq 
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by  fits,  which  I  told  him,  among  common  men> 
,  looked  like  the  fpleen.  I  wifh  the  peace  may  be  rea-  ^ 
dy;  I  mean,  that  we  have  notice  it  is  figned,  before 
Tuefday\  otherwife  the  grumbling  will  encreafe. 

LETTER  LXXXIV. 
Robert  Hunter*,  Efq>  to  Dr,  Swift. 

New- York,  March  i,  1714-13, 

I  Think  1  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters, 
and  fhould  have  continued  fo,  had  it  not  been  for 
theapprehenfion  of  your  putting  a  wrong  conftruftion 
upon  my  negledt.  My  friends  being  few  in  number, 
I  would  not  willingly,  or  by  any  fault,  negle£lnor  lofe 
thofe  I  have.  The  true  caufe  is  this.  My  unhappy 
circuHiftances  have  fo  foured  mc,  that  whatever  I 
write  muft  be  vinegar  and  gall  to  a  man  of  your 
mirth.  For  the  better  underftanding;  of  which,  be 
pleafed  to  read  them  in  the  words  of  one  of  my  moft 
renowned  predeceflbrs  :  ^ando  penfe  venir  a  ejle  go^ 
vierno  a  comer  calimte  y  a  hever  frio,  y  a  recrear  il 
cuerpo  entre  fabanas  de  Olanda^  fobre  colchones  de  plumay 
he  venido  a  hazar  penitencia^  como  fe  fuera  Ermetannoy 
y  como  no  la  hago  de  me  volontad^  penfo  que  al  cabo  al 
cabo^  me  ha  de  navar  el  diablo.  This  worthy  indeed 
was  but  a  type  of  me,  of  which  I  could  fully  convince 

*  Brigadier  Hunter^  governor  of  Neijo-Tork  and  Ne^-Jerfgy^ 
who  was  afterwards  appointed  governor  and  captain  general  of 
Jamaica^  in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Portland^  who  died  there, 
"Julj/  4th,  1726. 
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w»u  by  an  exaft  parallel  between  our  adminiftratlaftS 
and'circumftances,  which  I  fball  referve  to  another 

opportunity. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this :  I  am  ufed  like 
a  dog,  after  having  done  all  that  is  in  the  power  of 
man  to  deferve  a  better  treatment,  fo  that  I  am  now 
quite  jaded.  Male  vehi  malo  alio  gubernantey  qmm 
tarn  rnalis  reaeribus  bene  gubernare. 

The  approaching  peace  will  give  leifure  to  the 
miniftry  t(^ think  of  proper  remedies  for  the  diftrafted 
ftate  of  all  the  provinces;  but  of  this  more  particu- 
larly, the  importance  of  it  by  its  fituation  being 
greater,  and  the  danger  by  their  condud  more  im- 
minent, than  that  of  the  reft.  I  have  done  my  duty 
in  reprefenting  their  proceedings,  and  warning 
them  of  the  confequences ;  and  there  I  leave  it. 
:^eque  tarn  me  iv^itK^a  confolatur  ut  antea  quam  a^^^of.*, 
aua  nulla  in  re  tarn  utor  quam  in  hac  civili  etpubhca. 

I  have  purchafed  a  feat  for  a  biAop,  and  by  orders 
from  the  fociety  have  given  direftions  to  prepare  it 
for  his  reception.    You  once  upon  a  day  gave  me 
hopes  of  feeing  you  there.    It  would  be  to  me  no 
fmall  relief  to  have  fo  good  a  friend  to  complain  to. 
What  it  would  be  to  you  to  hear  me,  when  you  could 
not  help  me,  1  know  not.    Catera  defunt,  for  the 
poft  cannot  ftay.   Adieu-.    I  ami,  very  fmcerely. 
yours, 

R.  Hunter- 
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Robert  HtiNTER,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

New-York^  March  14,  1712-13, 

^^UonbrogB  quaniou  diadega   gemroghqua  aquegon 
ichitchenagdree  \    or,   left  you  fliould    not  have 
^        r^^^/cZ/^diftioriary  athand.  Brother,  I  honoffr 
you  and  all  your  tribe  ;  tho*  that  is  to  fee  (afeeri  cum 
graiio  falls.  For  dhe  of  them  has  dotte  me  much  harrii, 
God  reward  hirii,  {ffr.  Fbrthat,  arid  what  you  want 
to  know  befides  relating  to  me,  I  refer  you  to  xhk 
bearei-,  Mr.  ^harp^  our  chaplain  %  a  very  wortliys 
ingenious,  and  corffcientious  clergyman.    1  wroie 
to  you  fome  time  ago  by  a  merchant-fliip,  arid  fhereiit 
gave  yoii  fortie  hints  of  my  fuffering^,  which  are 
riot  diminifhed  fmce  that  time*    In  hopes  of  a  better 
fettlement,  I  wiflied  for  your  conipany.    Until  thai 
comes,^  I  can  contribute  to  nothing  but  your  fpleeri; 
Here  is  the  fineft  ^ir  to  live  upon  in  the  uriiverfe. 
And  if  out  trees  and  birds  could  fpeak,  and  out 
aflemblymen  be  filent^-  the  fineft  coriverfation  todi 
Tert  omnia  tellus^  but  not  for  me.    For  yoii  ihul| 
tmderftand,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  our  cofiritry^^ 
the  fachims  are  of  the  pooreft  of  the  people.  I 
iiave  got  the  wrong  fide  of  fir  Polydore's  office ;  a 
great  deal  to  do,  and  nothing  to  receive.  Iri  a  word^ 
and  to  be  ferious  at  laft,  I  have  fpent  three  years  of 
life  in  fach  torment  and  vexation,  that  nothing  in 
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Tu  interim  fts  latus^ 
R,  Hunter. 


LETTER  LXXXVL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dingley. 

London,  March  14,  1712-13. 

It  was  a  lovely  day  this,  and  I  took  the  advantage 
of  walking  a  good  deal  in  the  Park,  before  I  went 
to  court.    Colonel  Difney^  one  of  our  fociety,  is  ill 
of  a  fever,  and,  we  fear,  in  great  danger.    We  all 
love  him  mightily,  and  he  would  be  a  great  lofs.  I 
doubt  I  ftiall  not  buy  the  library  :  for  a  roguifli 
tookfeller  has  offered  fixty  pounds  more  than  1  de- 
fio-ned  to  give.    So  you  fee  I  meant  to  have  a  good 
bargain.    I  dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and  his  Sa- 
iurday  company;  but  there  were  but  feven  at  table. 
Lord  Peterborow  is  ill,  and  fpits  blood,  with  a  bruife 
he  got  before  he  left  England  \  but,    I  believe^  an 
Italian  lady  he  has  brought  over  is  the  caufe,  that  his 
illnefs  returns.    You  know  old  lady  Bcllafis  is  dead 
at  laft  ?  She  has  left  lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton  one  of 
her  executors,  and  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to 
him  ;  they  fay  above  ten  thoufand  pounds.    1  ftaid 
with  lord  treafurer,  upon  buCnefs,  after  the  com- 
pany was  gone  ;  but  I  dare  not  tell  you  upon  what. 
My  letters  would  be  good  memoirs,  if  I  durft  ven- 
ture to  fay  a  thoufand  things  that  pais  \  but  I  hear  fo 
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much  of  letters  opening  at  your  poft-oiEce,  that  I 
am  fearful,  iffr. 

15th,  Lord  treafurer  engaged  me  to  dine  with 
him  again  to-day,  and  I  had  ready  what  he  wanted  ; 
but  he  would  not  fee  it,  but  put  me  off  till  to-morrow. 
The  queen  goes  to  chapel  now.  She  is  carried  in 
an  open  chair,  and  will  be  well  enough  to  go  to  par- 
liament on  Tuefday^  \t  the  houfes  meet  y  which  is 
not  yet  certain  j  neither,  indeed,  can  the  minifters 
themfelves  tell ;  for  it  depends  on  winds  and  weather, 
and  circumftances  of  negotiation.  However,  we 
go  on  as  if  it  was  certainly  to  meet ;  and  I  am  to  be 
at  lord  treafurer's  to-morrow,  upon  that  fuppofition, 
to  fettle  fome  things  relating  that  way.  Ppt.  may 
underftand  me.  The  dodtors  tell  me,  that  if  poor 
colonel  Difney  does  not  get  fome  lleep  to-night,  he 
muft  die.  What  care  you  ?  Ah  !  but  I  do  care. 
He  is  one  of  our  fociety  •  a  fellow  of  abundance  of 
humour ;  an  old  battered  rake ;  but  very  honeft. 
Not  an  old  man,  but  an  old  rake.  It  was  he  that 
faid  oi  Jenny  Kingdom^  the  maid  of  honour,  who  is  a 
little  old,  that,  fmce  fhe  could  not  get  a  hufband, 
the  queen  fliould  give  her  a  brevet,  to  a£l  as  a 
married  woman.  You  don't  underftand  this.  They 
give  brevets  to  majors  and  captains,  to  z£t  as  colo- 
nels in  the  army.  Brevets  are  commilSons,  Afk 
foldiers. 

1 6th,  I  was  at  lord  treafurer's  before  he  came; 
and,  as  he  entered,  he  told  me,  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  till  Thurfday  fe'nnight.  They  have  had 
fome  exprefles,  by  which  they  count,  that  the  peace 
will  be  figned  by  that  time ;   at  Icaft  that  France^ 
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Holland^  and  we  will  fign  fome  articles,  by  which 
we  fhall  engage  to  fign  the  peace,  when  it  is 
ready.    But  Spain  has  no  minifter  there  ;  for  Mo7t^ 
Uleorty  who  is  tq  be  their  ambaflador  at  Utrecht^  is 
hot  yet  gone  from  hence ;  and  till  he  is  there,  the 
Spaniards  can  fign  no  peace.    And  one  thing  take 
notice  of,  that  a  general  peace  can  hardly  be  finiflied 
thefe  two  months,  fo  as  to  be  proclaimed  here;  for, 
after  figning,  it  muft  be  ratified ;  that  is,  confirmed 
by  the  feveral  princes  at  their  courts,  which  to  Spain 
will  coft  ^  month,  for  we  muft  have  notice,  that 
it  is  ratified  in  all  court?,  before  we  can  proclaim 
it ;  fo  be  not  in  too  much  hafte. 

17th,  The /r//y5>  folks  were  difappointed,  that  the 
parliament  did  not  meet  to  day,  becaufe  it  was  St. 
Patrick' sr  day ;  and  the  Mall  was  fo  full  of  crofTes, 
that  I  thought  all  the  world  was  Irijh.  Mifs  Jjhe 
is  almoft  quite  well,  and  I  fee  the  bifhop,  but  fhall 
not  yet  go  to  his  houfe.  I  dined  again  with  lor4 
treafurer;  but,  the  parliament  being  prorogued,  I 
muft  keep  what  I  have  till  next  week ;  for  I  believe 
he  will  not  fee  it  .till  juft  the  evening  before  the  fef- 
fion.  He  has  engaged  me  to  dine  with  him  agair\^ 
to-morrow,  though  1  did  all  I  CQuld  to  put  it  off;' 
but  I  don't  care  to  difoblige  him. 

1 8th,  I  have  now  dined  fix  days  fqcceflively  with 
lord  treafurer  ;  but  at  night  I  ftole  away,  while  he 
was  talking  with  fomebody  elfe,  and  fo  am  at  liberty 
to-morrow.  There  was  a  flying  report  of  a  general 
ceffation  of  arms :  every  body  had  it  at  court ;  but, 
I  believe,  there  is  nothing  in  it.  I  afked  a  certain 
French  minifter  how  things  v/ent  ?  And  he  whifpered 
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tne  in  French^  Your  plenipotentiaries  and  ours  play 
the  fooK  None  of  us  indeed  approve  of  the  conduct 
of  either  at  this  time ;  but  lord  treafurer  was  in  full 
good  humour  for  all  that.  He  had  invited  a  good 
many  of  his  relations;  and,  of  a  dozen  at  table^ 
they  were  all  of  the  Harley  family  but  myfelf.  Dlf- 
ney  is  recovering,  tho'  you  don't  care  a  ftraw. 
Dllly  murders  us  with  his  if-puns.  You  knovtr 
them. 

Xgth,  The  bifliop  of  Chgher  hzs  made  an  if-pun, 
that  hsi  is  mighty  proud  of,  and  defigns  to  fend  it 
over  to  his  brother  Tom;  but  Andrew  Fountain 
has  wrote  to  Torn  Ajhe  laft  poft,  and  told  him  the 
pun,  and  defired  him  to  fend  it  over  to  the  bifliop  as 
his  own ;  and,  if  it  fucceeds,  it  will  be  a  pure  bite. 
The  bifliop  will  tell  it  us  as  a  wonder,  that  he  and 
his  brother  fliould  jump  fo  exaftly.  Til  tell  you 
the  pun.  If  there  was  a  hackney  coach  at  Mr.  Poo^ 
Jefs  door,  what  town  m  Egypt  would  it  be  ?  Why, 
it  would  be  HecatompoUs  ;  Hack  at  To?n  Pooleys.  Silly, 
fays  Ppt.  I  dined  with  a  private  friend  to-day;  for 
our  fociety,  I  told  you,  meet  but  once  a  fortnight. 
I  have  not  feen  Fanny  Manky  yet ;  I  can't  help  it. 
Lady  Orkfuy  is  come  to  town :  why  flie  was  at  her 
country-houfe  ;  but  what  care  you  ? 

20th,  DlUy  read  me  a  letter  to-day,  from  Ppt. 
She  feems  to  have  fcratched  her  head  when  flie  wrote 
it.  'Tis  a  fad  thing  to  write  to  people  without  tafte. 
There  you  fay,  you  hear  I  was  going  to  Bath.  No 
fuch  thing  ;  I  am  pretty  well,  I  thank  God.  The 
town  is  now  fending  me  to  Savoy  ;  forty  people  have 
^Iven  me  joy  of  it,  yet  there  is  not  the  leaft  truth 
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"that  I  know  in  it.  I  was  at  an  auftlon  of  piftures, 
but  bought  none.  I  was  fo  glad  of  my  liberty,  that 
I  would  dine  no  where ;  but,  the  weather  being  fine, 
I  fauntered  into  the  city,  and  ate  a  bit  about  five, 
and  thenfupped  at  Mr.  Burke  Sy  the  accomptant-ge- 
neral,  who  had  been  engaging  me  this  month.  The 
bifhop  of  Clogher  was  to  have  been  there,  but  was 
hindered  by  lord  Paget's  funeral.  The  provoft  and 
I  fat  till  one  o'clock  ;  and,  if  that  be  not  late,  I 
don't  know  what  is  late.  Parnell^s  poem  will  be 
publilhed  on  Monday^  and  to-morrow  I  defign  he 
fliall  prefent  it  to  lord  treafurer  and  lord  Bolingbroke 
at  court.  The  poor  lad  is  almoft  always  out  of  order 
with  his  head.    Burkes  wife  is  his  fitter. 

2ift,  Morning.  I  will  not  finifli  my  letter;  for 
company  will  come,  and  a  ftir,  and  a  clutter ;  and 
ril  keep  the  letter  in  my  pocket,  and  give  it  into 
the  poft.  I  muft  go  to  court,  and  you  know  on  Sa- 
turday I  dine  with  lord  treafurer  of  courfe.  Farewel. 

LETTER  LXXXVir. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs,  D  i  n  g  l  e  y. 

London,  March  21,  171 2- 13. 

I  Dined  with  lord  treafurer  to-day,  and  find 
he  has  been  at  a  meeting  at  lord  Halifax's  houfe  with 
four  principal  whigs;  but  he  is  refolved  to  begin  a 
fpeech  againft  them  when  the  parliament  fits  ;  and 
I  have  begged  that  the  minifters  may  have  a  meeting 
©n  purpofe  to  fettle  that  matter,  and  let  us  be  the 
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attackers ;  and  I  believe  it  will  come  to  fomethlng^ 

for  the  whigs  intend  to  attack  the  minifters  :  and 
if,  inftead  of  that,  the  minifters  attack  the  whigs, 
it  will  be  better.  And  further,  I  believe  we  (hall 
attack  them  on  thofe  very  points  they  intend  to  at- 
tack us.  The  parliament  will  be  again  prorogued 
for  a  fortnight,  becaufe  of  Paflion-week.  I  forgot 
to  tell  you,  that  Mr.  Griffin  has  given  Ppfs  brother  a 
new  employment,  better  than  his  former ;  but  more 
remote,  and  confequently  cheaper.  I  wifh  I  could 
have  done  better,  and  hope  you  will  take  what  can 
be  done  in  good  part,  and  that  Ppt^^  brother  will 
not  diflike  it. 

2'2id,  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  fteward.  There 
Frank  Annejley  (a  parliament-man)  told  me  he  had 
heard,  that  I  had  wrote  to  my  friends  in  Ireland 
to  keep  firm  to  the  whig  intereft  ;  for  that  lord  trea* 
furer  would  certainly  declare  for  it  after  the  peace. 
Annejley  faid  twenty  people  had  told  him  this.  You 
muft  know  this  is  what  they  endeavour  to  report  of 
lord  treafurer,  that  he  defigns  to  declare  for  the 
whigs  ^  and  a  Scotch  i^o^  has  wrote  the  fame  to 
Scotland \  and  his  meeting  with  thofe  lords  gives  oc- 
cafion  to  fuch  reports.  Let  me  henceforth  call  lord 
treafurer  Eltee^  becaufe  polHbly  my  letters  may  be 
opened.  Pray  remember  L.  T,  and  Eltee  are  pro- 
nonced  the  fame  way.  You  fee  why  1  cannot  come 
over  the  beginning  of  JprzL  Whoever  has  to  do 
with  this  miniftry  can  fix  no  time. 

23d,  I  dined  to-day  at  Sir  Thomas  Hanmers^  by 
an  old  appointment ;  there  was  the  duke  of  Oniio^id^ 

and 
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and  lord  and  lady  Orkney.  I  left  them  at  fix;  every 
body  is  as  four  as  vinegar.  I  endeavour  to  keep  a  firm 
friendfhip  between  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  Eltee. 
I  have  great  defigns,  if  I  can  compafs  them;  but 
delay  is  rooted  in  Eltee^  heart ;  yer  the  fault  \% 
not  altogether  there,  that  things  are  no  better. 
Here  is  the  curfedeft  libel  in  verfe  come  out,  called 
'The  Ainhajfadrefs*^  it  is  very  dull  too;  it  has  been 
printed  in  three  or  four  different  ways,  and  is  handed 
about,  but  not  fold.  It  abufes  the  queen  horribly^ 
The  Examiner  \  has  cleared  me  to-day  of  being  au^ 

*  *  Itwasintitled,  I'he^n^x^hamhaJfadrefs^sfpeechiotkeYvtnch 
lung ;  for  publilhing  of  which  Mr.  IVilUam  Harty  the  printer  of 
the  Flying  Fqfl,  was  tried  in  the  court  of  Kbig^s-Bench  June  27, 
17I3>  ^^-^  fentenced  to  ftand  twice  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a  fine 
of  50/.  to  her  majefty,  to  be  injprifoned  two  yeais,  and  till  he 
fhould  pay  the  faid  fine ;  and  to  find  fufficient  fureties  for  his 
good  behaviour  during  life/ 

*The  paper  isN°.  35.  Vol.  III.  and  the paflage  as  follows : 

They  have  been  a  long  time  laying  a  load  upon  a  gentleman 
**  of  the  firft  character  for  learning,  good  fenfe,  wit,  and  more 
**  virtues,  than  even  they  can  fet  off  and  illuftrate  by  all  the 
*^  oppofition  and  extremes  of  vice,  which  are  the  compounds  of 

their  party.    He  is  indeed  fully  accomplifhed  to  be  mortally 

hated  bythem,  and  they  needed  not  to  charge  him  with  writing 
*'  the  Examiner^  as  if  that  were  a  fufficient  revenge ;  in  which 
**they  (hew  as  little  judgment  as  truth.  I  here  prono\mce  him 

clear  of  that  imputation  ;  and,  out  of  pure  regard  to  juftice, 
<*  ftrip  myfelf  of  all  the  honour  that  lucky  untruth  did  this 

paper,  referving  to  myfelf  the  entertaining  reflexion,  that  I 

was  once  taken  for  a  man,  who  has  a  thou  fan  d  other  reconv- 
*'mendations,  befides  the  malice  of  the  worft  men,  to  make 

him  loved  and  efteemed  by  the  beft.  This  is  the  fecond  time 
«•  I  hav€  humoured  that  party,  by  publicly  declaring  who  is  not 
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thor  of  his  paper,  and  done  it  with  great  civilities 
to  me.  1  hope  it  will  flop  people's  mouths  ;  if  not, 
jthey  muft  go  on  and  be  hanged,  I  care  not.  *Ti$ 
terrible  rainy  weather,  I'll  go  flcep. 

24th,  It  rained  all  this  day,  and  ruined  me  in 
coach-hire.  I  went  to  fee  colonel  Difney.,  who  is 
paft  danger.  Then  I  vifited  lord  keeper,  who  was 
at  dinner.  I  would  not  dine  with  him,  but  drove 
to  lord  treafurer  {Eltee  I  mean)  paid  the  coach man» 
and  went  in;  but  he  dined  abroad  :  fo  I  was  forced 
to  call  the  coachman  again,  and  went  to  lord  Boling^ 
broke  s.  He  dined  abroad  tooj  and  at  lord  Duppliris 
I  alighted,  ^nd  by  good  luck  got  a  dinner  there^ 
and  then  went  to  the  Latin  play  at  JVeJiminjier  fchool, 
acted  by  the  boys  ;  and  lord  treafurer,  Eltee  Imean 
again,  honoured  them  with  his  prefence.  Lady  Ma- 
Jhams  eldeft  fon,  about  two  years  old,  is  ill,  and  I 
am  afraid  will  not  live.  She  is  full  of  grief,  and  I 
pity  and  am  angry  vyrith  her.  Four  fliillings  to-day 
in  coach-hire ;  it  v/on't  do.  Our  peace  will  certainly 
be  ready  by  Timrfday  fortnight  ;  but  our  plenipo- 
tentiaries were  to  blame,  that  it  was  not  done  al- 
ready.   They  thought  their  powers  were  not  full 

the  author  of  the  Examiner,  I  will  lend  them  no  more  light, 
^«  becaufe  they  do  not  love  it.    I  could  only  wiih,  that  their 
invectives  againft  that  gentleman  had  been  confiderable 
enough  to  call  forth  his  public  refentments ;  and  I  ftandama- 
zed  at  their  folly,  in  provoking  fo  much  ruin  to  their  party. 
Their  inteli£(5luals  muft  be  as  ftupid  as  their  confciences,  not  to 
«*  dread  the  terrors  of  his  pen,  though  they  met  him  with  ail 
that  fpite  to  his  perfon,  which  they  ever  exprefTcd  againft  his 
V  order,'' 

enough 
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enough  to  Cgn  the  peace,  unlefs  every  prince  was 
ready,  which  cannot  yet  be;  for  Spain  has  no  mini- 
ftcr  yet  at  Utrecht :  but  now  ours  have  new  orders. 

25th,  Weather  worfe  than  ever ;  terrible  rain  all 
day,  but  I  was  refolved  I  would  fpend  no  more 
money.  I  went  to  an  audlion  of  pictures  with  Dr. 
Pratt^  and  there  met  the  duke  of  Beaufort^  who  pro- 
mifed  to  come  with  me  to  court,  but  did  not.  So 
a  coach  I  got,  and  went  to  court,  and  did  fomc 
little  bufinefs  there,  but  was  forced  to  go  home  ;  for 
you  muft  underftand  I  take  a  little  phyfic  over- night, 
which  works  me  next  day.  Lady  Orkney  is  my  phy- 
fician.  It  is  hierapicra  two  fpoonfuls,  devilifli  ftuff  F 
1  thought  to  have  dined  with  Eltee-y  but  would  not, 
merely  to  fave  a  fhilling  :  but  I  dined  privately  with 
a  friend,  and  played  at  ombre,  and  won  fix  {hillings. 
Here  are  feveral  people  of  quality  lately  dead  of  the 
fmall-pox.  I  have  not  yet  feen  Mifs  JJhe^  but  hear 
Ihe  is  well.  The  bifhop  of  Clogher  has  bought 
abundance  of  pictures,  and  Dr.  Pratt  has  got  him 
very  good  pennyworths.  I  can  get  no  walks, 
the  weather  is  fo  bad. 

26th,  Though  it  was  fhaving-day,  head  and 
beard,  yet  I  was  out  early  to  fee  lord  BoUnghroke^ 
and  talk  over  affairs  with  him;  and  then  I  went  to 
the  duke  of  Ormondy  and  fo  to  court,  where  the 
niinifters  did  not  come,  becaufe  the  parliament  was 
prorogued  till  this  day  fortnight.  We  had  terrible 
rain  and  hail  to-day.  Our  fociety  met  this  day,  but 
I  left  them  before  (even,  and  went  to  Sir  Andrew 
FountatHy  and  played  at  ombre  with  him  and  Sir 
Thomas  Clargcs  till  ten,  and  then  went  to  Sir  77:?^- 
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mai  Hanmer.  His  wife,  the  duchefs  of  Grafton^ 
left  us  after  a  little  while,  and  I  flayed  with  him 
about  an  hour  upon  fome  afFairs,  i^c.  Lord  Boling^ 
br^kt  left  us  at  the  fociety  before  I  went;  for  iKei-c 
is  an  exprefs  from  Utrecht^  but  I  know  not  yet 
what  it  contains  ;  only  I  know  the  minifters  expecl: 
the  peace  will  be  figned  in  a  week,  which  is  a  week 
before  the  feffion. 

27th,  ParneU's  poem  is  mightily  efteemed;  but 
poetry  fells  ill.  I  am  plagued  with  poor  HarrlJon% 
mother:  you  would  laugh  to  fee  how  cautious  I 
am  of  paying  her  the  100/.  I  received  for  her 
fon  from  the  treafury.  1  have  alked  every  crea- 
ture I  know,  whether  I  may  do  it  fafeiy;  yet  durft 
not  venture,  till  my  lord  keeper  affured  me  there 
was  no  danger.  Yet  I  have  not  paid  her,  but  y/ill 
in  a  day  or  two  ;  though  I  have  a  great  mind  to  ftay 
till  Ppt.  fends  me  her  opinion,  becaufe  Ppi^  is  a 
great  lawyer.  I  dined  to-day  with  a  mixture  of  peo^ 
pie  at  a  Scotchman\^  who  made  the  invitation  to  Mr, 
Lewis  and  me,  and  has  fome  defign  upon  us,  which 
we  know  very  well.  I  went  afterwards  to  fee  a  fa- 
mous moving  pidure,  and  I  never  fav/  any  thing 
fo  pretty.  You  fee  a  fea  ten  inches  wide,  a  town 
at  the  other  end,  and  fhips  failing  in  the  fea,  and 
difcharging  their  cannon.  You  fee  a  great  fkjr, 
with  moon  and  ftars,  ^c.    I  am  a  fooL 

28th,  I  had  a  mighty  levee  to-day.  I  deny  my- 
felf  to  every  body,  except  about  half  a  dozen,  and 
they  were  all  here,  and  Mr.  Arhlifon  was  one.  £ 
had  chocolate  twice,  which  I  don't  like.  Our  rainy 
weather  continues.  Coach  hire  goes  deep.  I  dined 
With  EUee  and  his  Saturday  company,  as  ufual,  and 

could 
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could  not  get  away  till  nine.  Lord  Petertorotv  Wii 
making  long  harangues,  and  Ehet  kept  mt  in  fpit^i 
Then  I  went  to  f-c  the  bifhop  of  O^r);,-  #hd  had 
engaged  me  in  the  morning  ;  he  h  going  to  Iretdihdi 
The  biftiop  of  KiUaloe  and  T'om  Leigh  Were  with  us. 
The  latter  had  wholly  changed  his  ftile  by  feeing 
howthebifhopsbehavedthemfelvesy  andhefeemed  to 
think  me  one  of  more  importance  than  I  really  am. 
I  put  the  ill  conduit  of  the  biflibps  about  the  firft- 
fruits,  with  relation  to  Eltee  and  me,  ffrongly  upoit 
KUlaloe^  andfliewedhowithad  hindered  me  from  get-* 
ting  a  better  thing  for  them,  called  The  Crown  RentSy 
.  which  the  queen  had  promifed.  He  had  nothing  td 
fay;  but  was  humble,  and  defired  my  intereft  in 
that  and  fome  other  things. 

29th,  I  have  beeri  employed  'in  endeavouring  t6 
fave  one  of  your  *  junior  fellows,  who  came  ovet 
fiere  for  a  difpenfation  from  taking  orders,  ahd,  irt 
foliciting  it,  has  run  out  his  time,  and  now  his  fel- 
lowfhip  is  void,  if  the  college  pleafes,  unlefs  th^ 
queen  fufpends  the  execution,  and  gives  his  time  tCf 
take  orders,  I  fpoke  to  all  the  miniffers  yefterday 
about  it :  but  they  fay  the  queen  is  angry,  and 
thought  it  wa^  a  trick  to  deceive  her ;  and  flie  is 
pofitive,  and  fo  the  man  muft  be  ruined,  for  I  cannot 
help  him.  I  never  faw  him  in  my  life ;  but  th^ 
cale  was  fo  hard,  I  could  not  forbear  interpofing,- 
Your  government  recommended  hirn  to  the  duke  of 
Ormondj  and  he  thought  they  would  grant  it;  and 

*  Mr.  Charles  Grattatty  afterwards  Mafter  of  the  Ffee  Schooi 
mt  Inmjkilkny  founded  by  Eraftnus  Smithy  Efqi? 
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ty  the  time  It  was  refufed,  the  fellowflilp,  by  rU 
gour,  is  forfeited.  I  dined  with  Dr.  Arbuthnot  (one 
of  my  brothers)  at  his  lodgings  in  Chelfea^  and  was 
there  at  chapel ;  and  the  altar  put  me  in  mind  of 
TifdaVs  outlandifti  mould  at  your  hofpital  for  foldiers. 
I  was  not  at  court  to-day,  and  I  hear  the  queen  waa 
not  at  church.  Perhaps  the  gout  has  feized  her 
again.    Terrible  rain  all  day. 

30th,  Morning*  I  was  naming  fome  time  ago, 
to  a  certain  perfon,  another  certain  perfon,  that 
was  very  deferving,  and  poor  and  fickly ;  and  the 
other,  that  firft  certain  perfon,  gave  me  100/.  to  give 
the  other,  which  I  have  not  yet  done.  The  perfon 
who  is  to  have  it,  never  faw  the  giver,  nor  expeds 
one  farthing,  nor  has  the  leafl:  knowledge  or  imagi- 
nation of  it ;  fo  I  believe  it  will  be  a  very  agreeable 
furprize ;  for  I  think  it  a  handfome  prefent  enough. 

At  night  I  dined  in  the  city,  at  Pontae^s^  with 
lord  Dupplin  *,  and  fome  others.  We  were  treated^ 
by  one  colonel  Cleland^  who  has  a  mind  to  be  gover- 
nor of  Barbadoesj  and  is  laying  thefe  long  traps  for 
me  and  others  to  engage  our  intereft  for  him.  He 
is  a  true  Scotchman.  I  payed  the  100/.  this  evening,- 
and  it  was  a  great  furprize  to  the  receiver.  We  rec- 
kon the  peace  is  now  ligned,  and  that  we  ftall 
have  it  in  three  days,    I  believe  it  is  pretty  fure« 

31ft,  I  thought  to-day  on  Ppf.  when  flie  told  me 
flie  fuppofed  I  was  acquainted  with  thefteward,  when 
I  was  giving  myfelf  airs  of  being  at  fome  lord's  houfe, 
Andrew  Fountain  invited  the  bifhop  of  Cloghif 

*  Th^n  one  of  the  tellefs  of  the  exchequer. 

and; 


and  me,  and  fome  others,  to  dine  where  he  did;  anci 
he  carried  us  to  the  duke  of  Kent's^  who  was  gone 
out  of  town ;  but  the  fteward  treated  us  nobly,  and 
Ihewed  us  the  fine  pi£lures,  ffrV.  This  evening,  lady 
Majham^  Dr  Arbuthnot^  and  I,  were  contriving  a 
lye  for  to-morrow,  that  Mr,  Noble* ^  who  was  hanged 
laft  Saturday^  was  recovered  by  his  friends,  and  then 
feized  again  by  the  flieriff,  and  is  now  in  a  meflen- 
ger's  hands  at  the  Black  Swan  in  Holhorn.  We  arc 
all  to  fend  to  our  friends,  to  know  whether  they  have 
heard  any  thing  of  it,  and  fo  we  hope  it  will  fpread. 
However  we  (hall  do  our  endeavours;  nothing  (hall 
be  wanting  on  our  parts,  and  leave  the  reft  to  for- 
tune. 

April  I  ft.  We  had  no  fuccefs  in  our  ftory,  tho'  I 
fent  my  man  to  feveral  houfes,  to  enquire  among  the 
footmen,  without  letting  him  into  the  fecret :  but  I 
doubt  my  coUegues  did  not  contribute  as  they  ought. 
Parnell  and  I  dined  with  Dartineuf  to-day.  You 
have  heard  of  Dartineuf:  I  have  told  you  of  him. 
After  dinner  we  all  went  to  lord  Bolingbroke*s^  who 
had  defired  me  to  dine  with  him;  but  I  would  not, 
becaufe  I  heard  it  was  to  look  over  a  dull  poem  of 
one  parfon  Trap^  upon  the  peace.  The  Swedijly 
envoy  told  me  to-day  at  court,  that  he  was  in  great 
apprehenfions  about  his  mafter;  and  indeed  we  are 
afraid  that  prince  t  is  dead  among  thofe  Turkijh 

*  «  Richard  Noble,  an  attorney  at  Nenv  Intij  executed  at 
Kingpnj  foi  the  murder  John  Sayer,  efqj  whofe  wife,  the 
danghier  of  admiral  Ne^ill,  he  had  feduced  from  herhuiband. 
In  bllhop  Fleetwood' ^  V/orks.  p.  65-.  is  a  funeral  fermon  ©a 
the  death  of  Mr.  Nob/e, 

-t  Charles  ih^  Xliiiu 
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dogs.  I  prevailed  on  lord  Bolinghroke  to  Invite  Mr. 
Addifon  to  dine  with  him  on  Good  Friday.  I  fuppofe 
we  fliall  be  mighty  mannerly.  Addifon  is  to  have  a 
play  on  Friday  in  Eaf^erWeek  :  *tis  a  tragedy,  called 
Cato  \  I  faw  it  iinfinifhed  fome  years  ago.  Did  I  tell  you , 
that  Steele  has  begun  a  new  daily  paper,  called  the 
Guardian  *  ?  they  fay  good  for  nothing*  I  have  not 
feen  it. 

2(],  I  was  this  morning  with  lord  BoHngh'oie^znd 
he  tells  me  a  Spanijh  courier  is  juft  come  with  the 
news  that  the  king  of  Spain  has  agreed  to  every 
thing  that  the  queen  defires ;  and  the  duke  Ojfuna 
has  left  Paris^  in  order  to  his  journey  to  Utrecht.  I 
was  prevailed  on  to  come  home  with  Trap^  and  read 
his  poem,  and  correct  it ;  but  it  was  good  for  no- 
thing.   While  I  was  there  employed^  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer  came  up  to  my  chamber,  and  baulked  me 
of  a  journey  he  and  I  intended  this  week  to  lord 
Orkney     at  Cliffden\  but  he  isnot  well,  and  his  phy- 
fician  will  not  let  him  undertake  fuch  a  journey. 
I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  treafurer;  but 
going  to  fee  colonel  Dijney^  who  lives  with  general 
Withers^  I  liked  the  general's  little  dinner  fo  well, 
that  I  flayed  and  took  fliare  of  it,  and  did  not  go  to 
lord  treafurer  till  fix,  where  I  found  Dr.  Sacheverell^ 
who  told  us,  that  the  bookfeller  had  given  him 
IGO/.  for  his  f  fermon,  preached  laft  Sunday^  and 

*  ^  That  paper  began  to  be  publllhed  on  Thurfday^  March 
12,  1712-13/ 

f  '  His  fermon,  preached  at  St.  Sa'vtour^s  church  in 
South-wark,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  chapla  ns,  on  Luke 
xxiii.  34.  on  occafion  of  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
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intended  to  print  3O5OOO  ;  but  I  believe  he  will  be 
confoundedly  bit,  and  will  hardly  fell  above  half, 
I  have  fire  ftilt,  though  April  is  begun,  againft  my 
old  maxim  j  hut  the  weather  is  wet  and  eold.  I 
never  faw  fuch  a  long  run  of  ill  weather  in  my  life. 

3d,  I  was  at  the  queen's  chapel  to-day,  but  flie 
was  not  there.  Mr.  St.  John^  lord  Bolin^brokeB 
brother,  came  this  day  at  noon  with  an  exprefe  from 
Utrecht^  that  the  peace  is  figned  by  all  the  minifters 
there,  but  thofe  of  the  emperor,  who  will  likewife 
fi<:rn  in  a  few  days  ;  fo  that  now  the  great  work  is 
in  effect  done,  and  I  believe  will  appear  a  moft  ex- 
cellent peace  for  Europe^  particularly  for  Eng- 
land. Add'tfon  and  1,  and  fome  others,  dined  with 
lord  Bolinghroke,  and  fat  with  him  trll  twelve.  We 
were  very  civil  j  but  yet,  when  we  grew  warm,  we 
talked  in  a  friendly  maner  of  party.  Jddi/on 
raifed  his  objeaions,  and  lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered 
them'  with  great  complaifance.  Add'ifon  began 
lord  Somers's  health,  which  went  about ;  but  I  bid 
him.  not  name  lord  Wharto?t\  for  I  would  not  pledge 
it;  and  I  told  lord  BoHngbroh  frankly,  that  Jd- 
difon  loved  lord  Wharton  as  little  as  I  did  :  fo  we 
laughed,  ^c.  Well,  but  you  are  glad  of  the  peace^ 

filerce  Impofed  upon  him  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  impeachment  in  1709  .  The  fcrilion  was  publiflied- 
vmder  the  title  of  The  ChriJIian  trmmphant,  or  the  duty  of  praying 
for  our  enemies.  In  April,  171 3,  he  was  pielentedby  the  queen  to 
ihe  reaory  of  St.  Andrew,  Hslborn,  which  had  been  held  m 
commendam  by  Dr.  "Thomas  Manningha?n,  with  the  biHiopnc  of 
Chitk^fttr." 


you 
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you  Ppt.  the  trimmer,  are  not  you?  As  for  Z>. 
1  don't  doubt  her. 

4th,  This  Paflion-week  people  are  fodemtire,  efpef- 
cially  this  laft  day,  that  I  told  Dilly^  who  called 
here,  that  I  would  dine  with  him,  and  fo  I  did  ; 
and  had  a  fmall  fhoulder  of  mutton  of  my  own 
befpcaking.   It  rained  all  this  day.    I  came  home  at 
feven,  and  have  never  ftirred  out,  but  have  been 
reading  SachevereWs  long  dull  fermon,-  which  he 
fent  me.  It  is  the  firft  fermon  fince  his  fufpenfion  is 
expired  y  but  not  a  word  in  it  upon  the  occafion,  ex- 
cept two  or  three  remote  hints.  The  bifliop  ofClogher 
has  been  fadly  bit  by  Tom  JJhe^  who  fent  him  a 
pun,  which  the  bifhop  had  made,  and  defigned  to 
fend  to  him,  but    delayed  it;  and  lord  Pembroke 
^nd  I  made  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  write  it  to  Tom. 
I  believe  I  told  you  of  it  in  my  laft ;  it  fucceeded 
tight,  and  the  bifhop  was  wondering  to  lord  Pembroke 
how  he  and  his  brother  could  hit  on  the  fame  thing. 
I'll  go  to  bed  foony  for  I  muft  be  at  church  by 
eight  to-morrow',  Eajier-day^ 

5th,  Warburton  wrote  to  me  two  letters  about  a 
living  of  one  FoulkeSy  who  is  lately  dead  in  the 
county  of  Meath.  My  anfwer  is  that  before  I  re- 
ceived the  firft  letter,  general  George  had  recom- 
mended a  friend  of  his  to  the  duke  of  Qrmond^  which 
was  the  firft  time  I  heard  of  its  vacancy,  and  it  was 
the  provoft  told  me  of  it.  I  believe  verily  that 
Foulkes  was  not  dead  when  George  recommended  the 
other.  For  Warburton^  laft  letter  faid,  that  Foulkes 
was  dead  the  day  before  the  date.    This  has  pre^ 

T  2  vented 
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vented  me  ffoiti  ferving  Warburton^  as  I  would  have 
done,  if  I  had  received  notice  early  enough.  Pray 
fay  or  write  this  to  Warburton^  to  juftify  me  to  him. 
I  was  at  church  at  eight  this  morning,  and  (haved 
and  dreffed  after.    I  came  back,  but  was  too  late 
at  court ;  and  lord  Abington  had  like  to  have  fnapped 
•me  for  dinner,  and  1  believe  will  fall  out  with  me 
for  refufmg  him  :  but  I  hate  dining  v/ith  him,  and 
I  dined  with  a  private  friend,  amd  took  two  or  three 
.good  walks  ;  for  it  was  a  very  fine  day,  the  firft  we 
have  had  a  great  while.    Remember,  was  Eajler-day 
a  fine  day  with  you  ?  I  have  fat  with  lady  Worjley 
till  late. 

6th,  I  was  this  morning  at  ten,  at  the  rehearfal  of 
Mr.  Addifons  play,  called  Cato^  which  is  to  be  afled 
on  Friday.  There  were  not  above  half  a  fcore  of 
us  to  fee  it.  We  flood  on  the  ftage,  and  it  was 
fooliih  enough  to  fee  the  a£lors  prompted  every 
moment,  and  the  poet  directing  them;  and  the 
drab,  that  ads  Catos  daughter  *,  out  in  the  midft 
of  a  paffionate  part,  and  then  calling  out.  What's 
next  ?  The  bifnop  of  Clogher  was  there  too,  but  he 
flood  privately  in  a  gallery.  I  went  to  dine  with 
lord  treafurer,  but  he  was  gone  to  TVimhledon^  his 
<lau^hter  Caermarthens  country  feat,  feven  miles  off; 
fo  I  went  back,  and  dined  privately  with  Mr.  Ad- 
difon^  whom  I  had  left  to  go  to  lord  treafurer.  I  keep 
fire  yet ;  I  am  very  extravagant.  I  fat  this  evening 
with  Sir  Andrew  Fountain^  and  we  amufed  ourfelves 
with  making  if-pnn$  for  Dilly.  It  is  rainy  weather  ; 

»  «  Mrs.  OldfieUr 
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never  faw  the  like.  Pray  tell  Swanton  I  had  hi§ 
letter,  but  cannot  contrive  how  to  fcrve  him.  If  a 
governor  w^ere  to  go  over,  I  would  recommend  him 
as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  but  I  can  do  no  more  ; 
and  you  know  all  employments  in  Ireland^  at  leafl: 
almoft  all,  are  engaged  in  reverf^ons.  If  I  were  on 
the  fpot,  and  had  credit  with  a  lord  lieutenant,  I 
would  very  heartily  recommend  him ;  but  employ- 
ments here  are  no  more  in  my  power  than  the  mo- 
narchy itfelf. 

7th,  Morning.  I  have  had  a  vifiter  here,  that  has 
taken  up  my  time.  I  write  by  this  poft  to  the  dean, 
but  it  is  not  above  two  lines,  and  one  inclofed  to 
you,  but  that  inclofed  to  you  is  not  above  three  lines; 
and  then  one  inclofed  to  the  dean,  which  he  muft 
not  have,  but  upon  condition  of  burning  it  imme- 
diately after  reading,  and  that  before  your  eyes ; 
for  there  are  fome  things  in  it  I  would  not  have  lia- 
ble to  accident.  You  (hall  only  know  in  general, 
that  it  is  an  account  of  what  I  have  done  to  ferve  him 
in  his  pretenfions  on  thefe  vacancies,  i^c.  But  he 
muft  not  know  that  you  know  fo  much. 

LETTER  LXXXVIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Dikgley. 

London  April  7,  17x3. 

I  Dined  with  lord  treafurer;  and  though  the 
bufinefs  I  had  with  him  is  fomething  agaipft  Thurf* 
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day^  when  the  parliament  is  to  meet,  and  this  is 
Tuefdayy  yet  he  put  it  ofF  till  to-morrow.  I  dare 
not  tell  you  what  it  is,  left  this  letter  fliould  mifcarry, 
or  be  opened;  but  I  never  faw  his  fellow  for  delays*. 
The  parliament  will  now  certainly  fit,  and  every  bo- 
dy's expediations  are  ready  to  burft.  At  a  council 
to-night,  thelord  chief  juftice  P^r>f^r  f,  a  whig,  fpoke 
againft  the  peace  ;  fo  did  lord  Cholmondley^  another 
whig,  who  is  treafurer  of  the  houfhould.  My 
lord  keeper  was  this  night  made  lord  chancellor. 
We  hope  there  will  fopn  be  fome  removes. 

8th,  Lord  Cholmondley  is  this  day  removed  from 
his  employment,  forhislaft  night's  fpeech  ;  and  Sir 
Richard  Temple^  lieutenant-general,  the  greateft  whig 
in  the  army,  is  turned  out;  and  lieutenant-general 
Palmer  will  be  obliged  to  fell  his  regiment.  This  is 
the  firft  fruits  of  a  friendftiip  I  have  eftabliftied  be- 
tween two  great  men.  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
and  did  the  bufmefs  I  had  for  him  to  his  fatisfadion. 
I  won't  tell  what  it  was.  The  parliament  fits 
to-morrow  for  certain.  Here  is  a  letter  printed  in 
Maccartney's  name,  vindicating  himfelf  from  the  mur- 
dei  C'f  duke  Hamilton.  I  muft  give  fome  hintsf 
to  have  it  ^nfwered  ;  'tis  full  of  lies,  and  will  give 
an  opportunity  of  expofing  that  party.  To-morrow 
wiil  be  a  very  important  day.  All  the  world  will 
be  at  Wejiminji^r.    Lord  treafurer  is  as  eafy  as  a 

*  This  bufinefs,  moft  probably,  was  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe 
©fiords  to  the  qufeen,  draw  nup,  at  the  command  of  the  treafurer, 
fey  Dr.  Sixjtft,    See  his  Works,  vol.  xvi. 

\  Afterwards  carl  of  Maccksfsld* 

lamfe, 
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lamb.  They  are  muftering  up  the  proxies  of  the 
abfent  lords  ;  but  they  are  not  in  any  fear  of  wanting;  a 
majority,  which  death  and  accidents  have  incrcafed 
this  year. 

9th,  I  was  this  morning  with  lord  treafurer,  to 
prefent  to  him  a  young  fon  of  the  late  earl  of  Jerfey^ 
at  the  defire  of  the  widow.  There  I  faw  the  mace 
and  great  coach  ready  for  lord  treafurer,  who  was 
going  to  parliament,  Ourfociety  met  to-day  ;  but 
I  expeded  the  houfes  would  fit  longer  than  I  cared 
to  faft  \  fol  dined  with  a  friend,  and  never  enquired 
how  matters  went  till  eight  this  evening,  when  I 
went  to  lord  Orkney's^  where  I  found  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer.  The  queen  delivered  her  fpeach  very  well, 
but  a  little  weaker  in  her  voice.  The  crowd  was 
vaft.  The  order  for  an  addrefs  was  moved,  and 
oppofed  by  lords  Nottingham^  Halifax  and  Cowper, 
Lord  treafurer  fpoke  with  great  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion  ;  lord  Peterlorough  flirted  againft  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  (who  is  in  Germany^  you  know)  but  it 
was  in  an  anfwer  to  one  of  lord  Halifax's  imperti- 
nences. The  order  for  an  addrefs  pafied  by  a  majo- 
rity of  thirty-three,  and  the  houfes  rofe  before  fix. 
This  is  the  account  I  heard  at  lord  Orkneys.  The 
bifliop  of  Chef^r  *,  a  high  tory,  was  againfi:  the 
court.  The  duchefs  of  Marlborough  fent  for  him 
fome  months  ago,  to  juftify  herfelf  to  him  in  re- 
lation to  the  queen,  and  fliewed  him  letters,  and 
told  him  ftories,  which  the  weak  man  believed,  and 
was  perverted. 
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lOth,  I  dined  with  a  coufin  in  the  city,  and 
poor  Patty  Rolt  was  there.  I  have  got  her  rogue 
of  a  hufband  leave  to  come  to  England  from  P^irtma- 
hon.  The  whigs  are  much  down  ;  but  I  reckon  they 
have  fome  fcheme  in  agitation.  This  parliament 
time  hinders  our  court-meetings  on  IVednefdays^ 
ThurfdaySy  and  Saturdays,  1  had  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs 
to-night,  which  gave  me  a  temptation  to  be  idle; 
and  I  loft  a  dozen  {hillings  at  ombre  with  Dr.  Prati: 
and  another.  It  rains  every  day,  and  yet  we  are  all 
over  duft.  Lady  Majbams  eldeft  boy  is  very  ill  : 
I  doubt  he  will  not  live,  and  file  ftays  at  Kenfing^ 
ton  to  nurfe  him,  which  vexes  us  all.  She  is  fo 
exceffively  fond,  it  makes  me  mad.  She  {hould  ne- 
ver leave  the  queen  ;  but  leave  every  thing,  to  ftick 
to  what  is  fo  much  the  intereft  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  her  own.  This  I  tell  her  \  but  talk  to  the 
winds. 

Ilth,  I  dined  at  lord  treafurer's  with  his  Saturday 
company.  We  had  ten  at  table,  all  lords  but  my- 
felf  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Argyk 
went  ofF  at  fix,  and  was  in  very  indifferent  humour, 
as  ufual.  Duke  of  Ormond  and  lord  Bolingbroke  were 
abfent.  I  ftaid  till  near  ten.  Lord  treafurer  (hewed 
us  a  fmall  pi£lure,  enamelled  work,  and  fet  in  gold, 
worth  about  twenty  pounds  \  a  pidlure,  I  mean  of 
the  queen,  which  ftie  gave  to  the  duchefs  of  M—ghy 
fet  in  diamonds.  When  the  duchefs  was  leaving 
England,  fhe  took  ofF  all  the  diamonds,  and  gave 
the  pifture  to  one  Mrs.  Higglns,  (an  old  intriguing 
woman,  whom  every  body  knows)  bidding  her  make 
the  beft  of  it  (he  could.    Lord  treafurer  fent  to  Mrs. 
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.or  this  pifture,  and  gave  her  one  iuin^.ed 
>ounds  for  it.  Was  ever  fuch  an  ungrateful  beafl: 
IS  that  duchefs  ?  or  did  you  ev^er  hear  fuch  a  ftory  ? 
(  fuppofe  the  w^higs  will  not  believe  it.  Pray  try 
them.  She  takes  ofF the  diamonds,  and  gives  away 
the  pi£ture  to  an  infignificant  woman,  as  a  thing  of 
no  confequence  ;  and  gives  it  to  her  to  fell,  like  a 
piece  of  old-fafhioned  plate. 

1 2th,  I  went  to  court  to-day,  on  purpofe  to  pre- 
fent  Mr.  Berkeley  one  of  your  fellows  of  Dublin 
college,  to  lord  Berkeley  of  Stration,  That  Mr. 
Berkeley  is  a  very  ingenious  man,  and  a  great  philofo- 
pher,  and  I  have  mentioned  him  to  all  the  minifters, 
and  have  given  them  fome  of  his  writings;  and  I 
will  favour  him  as  much  as  1  can.  This  1  think  I  am 
bound  to,  in  honour  and  confcience,  to  ufe  all  my 
little  credit  towards  helping  forward  men  of  worth 
in  the  world  f .  The  queen  was  at  chapel  to-day, 
and  looks  well.  I  dined  at  lord  Orkney  s  with  the 
duke  of  Ormond^  lord  Arran^  and  Sir  Thomas  Han- 
mer.  Mr.  St,  John^  fecretary  at  Utrecht^  experts 
every  moment  to  return  there  with  the  ratification 
of  the  peace. 

13th,  This  morning  my  friend,  Mr.  Lewis 
came  to  me,  and  fhewed  me  an  order  for  a  warrant 
for  the  three  vacant  deanries  3  but  none  of  them  to 

*  This  Mr.  Berkeley  was  afterwards  the  celebrated  bifliop  of 
Cloyne,  See  \qv6.  Bolingbroke^^  letter,  dated  24,  17255  and 
the  note. 

f  S^ift  procured  him  to  be  fent  fecretary  and  chaplain  to  Si- 
cily^ viixhth^tdAoi  Peter  borough . 


me. 
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me.    This  was  what  I  always  forefaw,  and  received 
the  notice  of  it  better,  I  believe,  than  he  expe£ied. 
I  bid  Mr.  Lewis  tell  my  lord  treafurer,  that  I  take 
nothing  ill  of  him,  but  his  not  giving  me  timely  no- 
tice, as  he  promifed  to  do,  if  he  found  the  queen 
would  do  nothing  for  me.    At  noon,  lord  treafurer 
hearing  I  was  in  Mr.  Leiuis's  office,  came  to  me, 
and  faid  many  things,  too  long  to  repeat.  I  told  him, 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  go  to  Ireland  immediately ; 
fori  could  not,  with  any  reputation,  ftay  longer  here, 
unlefs  I  had  fomething  honourable  immediately 
given  to  me.    We  dined  together  at  the  duke  of 
Ormond's.    He  there  told  me,  he  had  flopped  the 
warrants  for  the  deans,  that  what  was  done  for  me, 
might  be  at  the  fame  time,  and  he  hoped  to  compafs 
it  to-night ;  but  I  believe  him  not.    I  told  the  duke 
of  Ormofid  my  intentions.    He  is  content  Sterne 
(hould  be  a  bifliop,  and  I  have  St.  Patrick's ;  but, 
I  believe,  nothing  will  come  of  it,  for  ftay  I  will 
not  y  and  fo  I  believe  you  will  fee  me  in  Dublin  be- 
fore Jpril  ends.    I  am  lefs  out  of  humour  than  you 
would  imagine  j  and  if  it  were  not,  that  impertinent 
people  wilf  condole  with  me,  as  they  ufed  to  give 
me  joy,  I  would  value  it  lefs.    But  I  ftill  avoid  com- 
pany, and  mufter  up  my  baggage,  and  fend  them 
next  Monday  by  the  carrier  to  Chefter,  and  go  fee  my 
willows,  againft  the  expedation  of  all  the  world. 

14th,  I  dined  in  the  city  to-day,  and  ordered  a 
lodging  to  be  got  ready  for  me  againft  I  came  to  pack 
up  my  things ;  for  I  will  leave  this  end  of  the  town 
as  foon  as  ever  the  warrants  for  the  deanries  are  out, 
which  are  yet  ftopped.    Lord  treafurer  told  Mr. 

Lcwisy 


I  283  r 


Lewisy  that  It  would  be  determined  to-night  ;  and 
fo  he  will  fay  an  hundred  nights ;  fo  he  faid  yefter- 
day,  but  I  value  it  not.  My  daily  journals  fhall  be 
but  fhort  till  I  get  into  the  city,  and  then  I  will  fend 
away  this,  and  follow  it  my felf ;  and  defign  to  walk 
it  all  the  way  to  Chefter^  my  rqaij  and  I,  by  ten  miles 
a  day.  It  will  do  my  health  a  great  deal  of  good. 
I  fliall  do  it  in  fourteen  days. 

15th,  Lord  Bolinghroke  made  me  dine  with  him 
to-day,  (I  was  as  good  company  as  ever)  and  told 
me  the  queen  would  determine  fomething  for  me  to- 
"  night.  The  difpute  is  Windfor^  or  St,  PatricFs.  I 
told  him  I  would  not  ftay  for  their  difputes,  and 
he  thought  I  was  in  the  right.  Lord  Ma/ham  told 
me,  that  lady  Mojham  i$  angry  I  have  not  been  to 
fee  her  fincc  this  bufmefs,  and  defires  I  will  come  to- 
morrow. 

i6th,  I  was  this  noon  at  lady  Majhams^  who  was 
juft  come  from  Kenftngtoriy  where  her  eldeft  fon  is 
fick.  She  faid  much  to  me  of  what  fhe  had  talked 
to  the  queen,  and  lord  treafurer.  The  poor  lady 
fell  a  fhedding  tears  openly.  She  could  not  bear 
to  think  of  my  having  5/.  Patrick's^  &c.  I  was  ne- 
ver more  moved  than  to  fee  fo  much  friendfliip.  I 
would  not  ftay  with  her,  but  went  and  dined  with 
Dr.  Arhiithnot^  with  Mr.  Berkley^  one  of  your  fellows, 
v/hom  I  have  recommended  to  the  docSlor,  l^c,  Mr. 
Lewis  tells  me,  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  has  been 
o-day  with  the  queen  :  and  fhe  was  content,  that 
Dr.  Sterne  ftiould  be  bifliop  of  Dromore^  and  I  dean 
of  St,  Patrick's  y  but  then  out  c^me  lord  treafurer^ 
and  faid,  he  would  not  be  fatisfied,  but  that  I  mufl: 

be 
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a  prebendary  of  IVlndfor.  Thus  he  perplexes 
things.  I  expeft  neither  ;  butlconfefs,  as  much  as 
I  love  Englandy  I  am  fo  angry  at  this  treatment, 
that,  if  I  had  my  choice,  I  woutd  rather  have  St.  Pa- 
trick's. Lady  Majham  fays,  flie  will  fpeak  to  the 
purpofe  to  the  queen  to-morrow. 

17th,  I  went  to  dine  at  lady  Majhmri^  to-day, 
and  flie  was  taken  ill  of  a  fore  throat,  and  is  aguifli. 
She  fpoke  to  the  queen  laft  night,  but  had  not  much 
time.  The  queen  fays,  flie  will  determine  to-mor- 
row with  lord  treafurer.  The  warrants  for  the  dean- 
ries  are  ftill  flopped,  for  fear  I  fliould  be  gone. 
Do  you  think  any  thing  will  be  done  ?  I  don't  care 
whether  it  is  or  no.  In  the  mean  time  I  prepare  for 
my  journey,  and  fee  no  great  people,  nor  will  fee 
lord  treafurer  any  more,  if  I  go.  Lord  treafurer 
told  Mr.  Lewh  it  fliould  be  done  to-night ;  fo  he 
faid  five  nights  ago. 

1 8th,  This  morning  Mr.  Lewis  fent  me  word, 
that  lord  treafurer  told  him  the  queen  would  deter- 
mine at  noon.  At  three  lord  treafurer  fent  to  me  to 
come  to  his  lodgings  at  St.  James's^  and  told  me  the 
queen  was  at  laft  refolved,  that  Dr.  Sterne  fliould  be 
bifliop  of  Dromore^  and  I  dean  of  5^.  Patrick's ;  and 
that  Sterne's  warrant  fliould  be  drawn  immediately. 
You  know  the  deanry  is  in  the  duke  of  Ormond's  gift, 
but  this  is  concerted  between  the  queen,  lord  trea- 
furer and  the  duke  of  Ormond^  to  make  room  for 
me.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  yet  be  done  ; 
fome  unlucky  accident  may  yet  come.  Neither  can 
I  feel  joy  at  paffing  my  days  in  Ireland  >  and  I  con- 
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fefs  I  thought  the  miniftry  would  not  let  me  go  ;  but 
perhaps  they  can't  help  it, 

19th,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  lord  treafurer 
forced  me  to  dine  with  him  yefterday  as  ufual,  with 
his  Saturday  compTLny  ;  which  I  did,  after  frequent 
refufals.  To-day  I  dined  with  a  private  friend,  and 
w^as  not  at  court.  After  dinner,  Mr.  L/:w:s  fent 
me  word,  that  the  queen  flayed  till  flie  knew  whe- 
ther the  duke  of  Ormond  approved  of  Sterne  for  a 
biihop.  I  went  this  evening,  and  found  the  duke  of 
Ortnond  at  the  Cockpit^  and  told  him,  and  defired  he 
would  go  to  the  queen,  and  approve  of  Sterna.  He 
madeobjedions,  and  defired  I  would  name  any  other 
deanry,  for  he  did  not  like  Sterne  \  that  Sterna  ne- 
ver went  to  fee  him  ;  that  he  was  influenced  by  th^j 
archbifliop  of  Dublin^  &c.  fo  all  is  now  broken 
again.  I  fent  out  for  lord  treafurer,  and  told  him 
this.  He  fays  all  will  do  well  ;  but  I  value  not 
what  he  fays.  This  fufpenfe  vexes  me  worfe  than 
any  thing  elfe. 

2oth,  I  went  to-day,  by  appointment,  to  the 
Cockpit^  to  talk  to  the  duke  of  Ormond.  He  repeated 
the  fame  propofals  of  any  other  dcanry,  &:c.  I  de- 
fired he  would  put  me  out  of  the  cafe,  and  do  as  hs 
pleafed.  Then,  with  great  kindnefs,  he  faid  he 
would  confent;  but  would  do  it  for  no  man  elfe  but 
me,  &c.  And  he  will  fpeak  to  the  queen  to-day 
or  to  morrow  :  fo,  perhaps,  fomcthing  will  come  of 
it.    I  can't  tell, 

21ft,  The  duke  of  Ormond  his  told  the  queen, 
he  is  falisfied,  that  Sterm  Ihould  be  biihop,  and 
fee  confents  I  (hall  be  dean  ;  and  1  fuppofe  the  war- 
rams 
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rartts  will  be  drawn  in  a  day  or  two.  I  dined  sf  art 
alehoufe  with  Parnell  and  Berkeley ;  for  I  am  not  in 
humour  to  8;o  among  the  miniftcrs,  though  lord  Dm'U 
juGuth  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  to-day,  and  lord 
treafurer  was  to  be  there.  I  faid  I  would,  if  I  were 
out  of  fufpenfe. 

22d,  The  queen  fays  warrants  (hall  be  drawny 
but  flie  wiil  difpofe  of  all  in  England  and  Ireland  at 
once,  to  be  teazed  no  more.  This  will  delay  it 
fome  time ;  and,  while  it  is  delayed,  I  am  not  fure 
of  the  queen,  my  enemies  being  bufy^  I  hate  this 
fufpenfe. 

23d,  I  dined  yefterday  witn  general  Hamilton,  I 
forgot  to  tell  you.  I  write  fbort  journals  now.  I 
have  eggs  on  the  fpit.  This  night  the  queen  hatli 
figned  all  the  warrants,  among  which  Sterne  is  bifhop 
of  Dromore^  and  the  diike  of  Ormond  is  to  fend 
over  an  order  for  making  me  dean  of  &t,  Patrick's'. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  him  at  all.  I  think  'tis  now  part. 
But  you  fee  what  a  condition  I  am  in.  I  thought  I 
was  to  pay  but  fix  hundred  pounds  for  the  houfe ; 
but  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  fays  eight  hundred  pounds  ^ 
firft-fruits  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Irijhi 
and  fo  with  a  patent,  &c.  ar  thoufand  pounds  in  all ; 
fo  that  I  fhall  not  be  the  better  for  the  deanry  thefe 
three  years.  I  hope,  in  fome  time,  they  wi^U  be 
perfuaded  here  to  give  me  fome  money  to  pay  ofF 
ihefe  debts.  I  muft  finifli  the  book  *  i  am  writing,* 
before  I  can  go  over;  and  they  expeft  I  fhall  pafs 
next  winter  here,  and  then  I  will  drive  them  to  give 

*  ^  The  Hipcrj  of  the  peace  of  VtQ^zhu'" 
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inc  a  fum  of  money.    However,  I  hope  to  pafs  four 
or  live  months  with  you.  I  received  yours  to-night  | 
juft  ten  weeks  fince  I  had  your  iaft.    1  fliall  write 
next  poft  to  bifliop  Sterne,    Never  man  had  fo  many 
enemies  in  Ireland  as  he.    I  carried  it  with  the 
ftrongeft  hand  poffible.    If  he  does  not  ufe  me  welly 
and  gently,  in  what  dealings  I  fhall  have  with  him, 
he  will  be  the  moft  ungrateful  of  mankind.  The 
archbifhop  of  York  *,  my  mortal  enemy,  has  fent, 
by  the  third  hand,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  me. 
Shall  I  fee  him  or  not?  I  hope  to  be  over  in  a 
month.    I  fhall  anfwer  your  rattle  foon  ;  but  no 
more  journals.    I  fhall  be  very  bufy.    Short  letters 
from  henceforward.    I  fhall  not  part  with  Laracor. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  live  on,  except  the  deanry  be 
worth  more  than  four  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Is  it  ? 
Pray  write  to  me  a  good-humoured  letter  immedi- 
ately, let  it  be  ever  fo  fhort.    This  affair  was  car- 
ried with  great  difHculty,  which  vexes  me.  But- 
they  fay  here^  it  is  much  to  my  reputation,  that  I 
have  made  a  bifhop,  in  fpite  of  all  the  world,  and  to 
get  the  befl  deanry  in  Ireland. 

24tb,  I  fgrgot  to  tell  you  I  had  St^'nes  letter 
yefterday,  in  anfwer  to  mine.  I  dined  in  the  city 
to-day  with  my  printer,  and  came  home  early,,  and 
am  going  to  be  bufy  with  my  work,  I  will  fend 
this  to-morrow,  and  I  fuppofe  the  warrants  will  ga 
then.  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Coghlll,  to  take  care  of  paf- 
fmg  my  patent  >  and  to  Parv'ifoly  to  attend  fai.Ti  with 

*  Dr.  Sharp,  who,  with  the  duchefs  of  ?omerfet,  prevented 
the  qiK:en  from  giving  hi-m  a  bjiJiopiick. 
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money,  if  he  has  any,  or  to  borrow  fome  where  he 
can. 

25th,  Morning*  I  know  not  whether  my  warrant 
be  got  ready  from  the  duke  of  Ormond,  I  fuppofe 
it  will  by  to-night.  I  am  going  abroad,  and  will 
keep  this  unfealed,  till  I  know  whether  all  be  li- 
nifhed. 

I  had  this  letter  all  day  in  my  pockety  waiting 
till  I  heard  the  warrants  were  gone  over.  Mr. 
Lewis  fent  to  SouthweWs  clerk  at  ten ;  and  he  faid 
the  bifhop  o  iKillaloe  had  defired  they  fliould  be 
flopped  till  next  poft.  He  fent  again,  that  the  bi- 
foop  of  KUlidQe^  *  bufmefs  had  nothing  to  do  with 
ours.  Then  I  went  myfelf,  but  it  was  paft  eleven, 
and  afked  the  reafon.  Killaloe  is  removed  to  B.apho:^ 
and  he  has  a  mind  to  have  an  order  for  the  rents  of 
Raphe,  that  have  fallen  due  fmce  the  vacancy,  and 
he  would  have  all  flop  till  he  has  gotten  that.  A 
pretty  requeft !  But  the  clerk,  at  Mr.  Lewis's  mef- 
fage,  fent  the  warrants  for  Sterne  and  me  5  but  then 
it  was  too  late  to  fend  this,  which  frets  me  heartily. 

2bth,  I  was  at  court  to-day,  and  a  thoufand 
people  gave  m.e  joy  ;  fo  I  ran  out.  I  dined  with 
lady  Orkney.  Yefterday  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
and  his  Saturday  people,  as  ufual;  and  was  fo  be- 
deaned,  &c.  The  archbifliop  of  York  fays,  he  will 
never  more  fpeak  againft  me.  Pray  fee  that  Parvi- 
Jhl  ftirs  about  getting  my  patent.  I  have  given 
Took  D.  D/s  note,  to  prove  Ihe  is  alive. 

•  *  Dr.  I'homas  LirJfayJ*- 
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^7th,  Nothing  new  to-day.  I  dined  with  Tom 
Harleyy  Sec.  I  will  feal  up  this  to  night.  Pray 
write  foon. 


LETTER  LXXXIX^ 
Matthew  Prior*,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift* 

Paris,  April  8,  1713. 

Pray  take  this  word,  writ  after  our  pacquets 
clofed,  and  the  melTenger's  flaying  for  it,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  your  difpatches  at  midnight,  when  the 
writer  was  half  afleep.  Hang  me  if  I  know  how  to 
go  on,  tho'  I  am  in  a  country  where  every  body 
does  not  only  write  letters,  but  print  them.  Our 
great  afFair  goes  on  very  fuccefsfully.  We  tranf- 
mit  the  Spanijh  treaty,  concluded  at  Madrid,  for 
your  approbation  in  England^  and  tranfmiffion  to 
Utrecht ;  after  which  I  think,  pax  fit  will  become 
authentic  Latin :  after  which,  I  fuppofe,  our  fociety 
^ill  flourifh,  and  I  fliall  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
partake  of  that  univerfal  protedion,  which  it  will 
receive.  In  the  mean  time,  pray  give  my  great  re- 
fpefts  to  our  brethren  f;  and  tell  them,  that,  while 
in  hopes  of  being  favoured  they  are  fpending  their 
own  money,  I  am  advancing  my  intereft  in  the  French 
larigiiagey  and  forgetting  my  own  mother  tongue. 

*  He  was  plenipotentiary  to  France. 

t  The  fixteen.  See  note  to  a  letter  from  lord  Harley  to  S^wift, 
dated  July  17,  1714., 

Vol- 1.  U  But 
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But  wc  ftiall  have  ^time  enougtito  peffeS  our  EngViJh^ 
when  we  havcidone  with  other  matters*.  I  Want 
mightily  to  hear  from  lord  treafurer.  Tell  him  fo. 
1  owe  brother  Arbuthnot  a  letter.  Excufe  my  not 
writing  to  ,  him,  till  I  know  what  to  fay.  I  can- 
not find  fMhdfrmgf;  *  fmce  ht  brought  me  your 
letter.  I  have  a  rarity  of  a  book  to  fend  you  by  the 
firft  fait  oceafiorf.^  :  It  makes  but  little  of  the  EngJiJh 
wit,  The  Guardian but,  poffibly,  I  do  not  yet  enter 
into  his "^dtligh/'^  ljet  lord  Bolingbroke  know  I  love 
hixn  mi^l^tiiy  j;:2n>d  p?ay  do  you  as  much  for  Dtcl 
Skelton.  f  Ad^,.  my  gpod  friend .    I  am,  very  truly, 

your  obediekt  an4  faithful  fervant, 

'  M.  Prior. 


LETTER  XC. 

Dr.  Atterbury,  afterwards  Bifliop  of  Rochef- 

ter,  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Chelfea,  Tuefday  Mormng, 
MR.  DEAN,  April  21,  1713- 

Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  no  man 
in  more  pleafed  v/ith  your  being  preferred 

than  I  am.  1  would  have  told  you  fo  myfelf  at  your 
lodgings,  but  that  my  waiting  confines  me,  I  had 
heard  a  flying  report  of  it  before  ;  but  my  lord  Boling- 
broke  yefterday  confirmed  the  welcome  news  to  me. 

*  One  of  the  broliiers  of  Vanejfa.  See  the  note  prefixed  to 
■■he.  Dean^s  letter  to  Mils  FJIher  '/anho.v2yigl\  dated  7^/^^  8,1713- 

I  could 
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1  could  not  excufemyfdf  without  faying  thus  much; 
and  I  have  not  time  to  fay  more,  but  that  I  am  your 
moft  affedionate  and  faithful  fervant, 

Fr.  Atterbury, 


LETTER  XCI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  D  i  n  g  l  e  y. 

London,  May  j6,  1713, 
1  Our  new  bifliop  afts  very  ungratefully  I 
cannot  fay  fo  bad  of  him  as  he  deferves.    I  be^ffed 
by  the  fame  poft  his  warrant  and  mine  went  over' 
that  he  would  leave  thofe  livings  to  my  difpofal.  { 
ihal  write  this  poft  to  him,  to  let  him  know  how  ill 
1  take  It.    I  have  letters  to  tell  me,  that  I  ought  to 
think  of  employing  fomebody  to  fet  the  tythes  of 
the  dean  ry.  I  know  not  what  to  do  at  this  diftance  I 
cannotbein  /r.Wunderamonth.  IwillwritetWoor 
ders ;  one  to  P^m>/,  and  the  other  t6  Parvifihad-^ 
a  blank  for  the  fellow  whom  the  laft  dean  employed  • 
and  I  would  defire  you  to  advife  with  friends,  which 
to  make  ufe  of  If  the  latter,  let  the  fellows's  Lame  be 
inferted,  and  both  may  aft  by  commiffion.  If  the  for 
mer,  then  fpeak  to  Parvi/ol,  and  know  whether  he 
can  undertake  it.    I  doubt  it  is  hardly  to  be  done  by 
a  ftranger  alone,  as  Parvi/il  is.    He  may  perhaps 
venture  at  al!    to  keep  up  his  intereft  with  nie;  but 
that  IS  needlefs,  for  I  am  willing  to  do  him  any  gooS 
that  w.ll  do  me  no  harm.     Pray  advife  with  FyJ, 
and  Rc^ymon^,  and  a  little  with  biftop  Surne  for  form. 

U  ^  TeJI 
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Tell  Raymond  I  cannot  fucceed  to  get  him  the  living 
Moymed.  It  is  reprefented  here  as  a  great  fme-curc. 
Several  chaplains  have  folicited  for  it;  and  it  has 
vexed  me  fo,  that,  if  I  live,  I  will  make  it  my 
bufmefs  to  ferve  him  better  in  fomething  elfe.    I  am 
heartily  forry  for  his  illnefs.    I  thank  Mr.  Wall  for 
his  letter.    Tell  him,  that  muft  ferve  for  an  anfvirer, 
with  my  fervice  to  him  and  her.    I  fliall  buy  bifliop 
Sterne  s  hair,  as  foon  as  his  houfliold  goods.  I  fhall  be 
ruined,  or  at  leaft  fadly  cramped,  unlefs  the  queen 
will  give  me  one  thoufand  pounds.    I  am  fure  ftie 
owes  me  a  great  deal  more.    Lord  treafurer  raillies 
me  upon  it,  and  I  believe  intends  it ;  but  quando  ? 
I  am  advifed  to  haften  over  as  foon  as  poflible,  and 
fo  I  will,  and  hope  to  fet  out  the  beginning  of  June, 
Take  no  lodging  for  me ;  1  can  lie  fomewhere  after  I 
land,  and  I  care  not  where,  nor  how.    Pray  think 
immediately,  and  give  me  fome  commiffions,  and 
I  will  perform  them.  You  did  not  write  to  the  Dean, 
and  I  think  you  might  have  had  a  Dean  under 
your  girdle  for  the  fubfcription.    I  have  juft  finiflied 
my  treatife  *,  and  muft  be  ten  days  in  corrreaing 
it. 


*  «  His  Hifiory  efthe  Peace  of  Utrecht.' 


LET- 
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LETTER  XCIL 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  to  Dr.  Swift/ 

SIR,  Twcfday. 

I  Keep  only  the  laft  book  which  I  fliall  have 
gone  through  before  night.  The  reft  I  fend  you, 
with  a  very  few  obfervations  I  made  upon  them, 
which  yet  were  as  many  as  I  could  fee  occafion  for; 
though,  I  do  aflure  you,  I  read  with  the  fame 
ftriftnefs  and  ill-nature  as  in  the  former  part.  I  am 
your  moft,  i^c. 

Tho.  Han-Mek. 

Indorfedy  Received  about  May,  171 3. 

LETTER  XCIir. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  f  to  Dr.  Swift. 

June  2,  1713. 

I  Hope  this  will  meet  you  at  Chejler^  and  that 
your  paflage  at  fea  will  be  favoured  with  as  mil4 
weather  as  your  journey  by  land  has  been  thefe  two 
firft  days.  The  divifion  yefterday,  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  was  fifty-four  againft  fifty-four.    Proxies  were 

*  «  Of  the  MS.  hlftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht: 

'\  *  Secretary  to  the  lord  treafurer,  the  earl  of  Oxford^  and 

member  for  Left'withid  in  Cornwall  in  the  parliament,  which 

met  April  9,  1713.* 

U  3  called 
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called  for,  and  we  had  feventeen  to  thirteen.  This 
is  the  greateft  viftory  we  ever  had.  The  duke  of 
Argyle  and  the  Scotch  were  againft  us  to  a  man.  The 
lords  Weymouth  and  Carteret  v^zx^  with  them.  It  was 
very  comical  to  fee  the  tories,  who  voted  with  lord 
treafurer  againft  the  diflblution  of  the  Union,  under 
all  the  perplexities  in  the  world,  left  they  fhould  be  . 
vi£lorious  ;  and  the  Scotch^  who  voted  for  a  bill  of  dif-  . 
folution,  under  agonies,  left  they  themfelves  fhould 
carry  the  point  they  pretended  to  defire.  In  ^11 
the  time  I  have  been  converfant  in  bufmefs,  I  never 
before  obferved  both  fides,  at  the  fame  time,  adling 
parts  which  they  thought  contrary  to  their  interefts. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  fometimes,  and  believe  there 
is  nobody  with  more  fincerity  yours,  than,  ^c. 

LETTER  XCIV. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  S  h  a  r  p  e  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t» 

REV.  SIR,  London,  June  4,  1713. 

I  Was  commartded  by  his  excellency  brigadier 
Hunter^  governor  of  New-York  *,  to  deliver  the  in- 
clofed  with  my  own  hand.  Had  I  been  fo  happy, 
for  his  fervice  and  my  own  fatisfa6tion,  as  to  have 
feen  you  at  London^  I  am  perfuaded  your  influence 
here  might  have  contributed  to  create  a  better  opinion 
ofhim,  amongft  fqme  leading  men  in  the  fociety 
for  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  who 

* « He  was  chaplain  tobi  igadier  Hunter  y  governor    Neiv -Tor  k," 

0  have 


have  been  much  impofed  on  by  the  clamorous  me- 
morials of  fome  indifcreet  miffionaries  abroad.  He 
has  the  juft  efteem  of  two-thrrds  of  the  clergy  in  his 
government,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  laity,  vsrho 
have  either  fen fe,  probity,  or  honour  ;  but  his  adver- 
faries  have  made  the  church's  caufe  a  favourable 
handle  for  their  repeated  complaints,  which,  with  the 
apph'cation  of  their  friends  here,  makes  them  hope- 
ful of  fuccefs. 

I  have  been  twelve  years  abroad,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  church  in  America :  the  laft  ten  were  in  the 
ftation  of  chaplain  to  her  majefty's  forces  at  New- 
Torky  where  I  had  the  opportunity  of  being  very 
near  to  the  feveral  governors  ;  and  do  affure  you, 
that,  if  I  had  ever  oblerved  in  him  any  inclination  to 
weaken  the  intereft  of  the  church  there,  I  could  not 
in  confcience  offer  to  excufe  him  ;  but  he  is  better 
known  to  you,  than  that  I,  who  am  altogether  un- 
known, ftiould  prefume  to  give  his  charadter. 

What  I  beg  leave  to  intreat  of  you  is,  to  recom- 
mend me,  in  my  endeavours  for  his  fervice,  to  the  ad- 
vice and  afEftanceof  your  friends. 

The  perplexity  of  all  his  affairs  at  this  time  claims 
the  good  offices  of  all  that  wifh  him  well.  If,  in 
favour  to  his  excellency,  you  are  pleafed  to  honour 
me  with  the  pardon  of  this,  and  what  return  the  in- 
clofed  may  require,  direft  for  me  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
James  Douglas^  mFen-cmrt^  Fenchurch-Street,  London. 
I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  with  great  refpefl:, 
reverend  Sir,  your  moil:  obedient  and  moft  humble 
fervant^ 

John  Sharp e. 
U  4  LET- 


t  296  3 


3 

1 


LETTER  XCV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs,  Dingley. 

Chefter,  June  6,  1713. 

I  Am  come  here  after  fix  days.  I  fet  out  on  Monday 
laft,  and  got  here  to-day  about  eleven  in  the  morn- 
ing.   A  noble  rider!  and  all  the  fiiips  and  people 
went  ofF  yefterday,  with  a  rare  wind.    This  was 
told  me  to  my  comfort,  upon  my  arrival.  Having 
not  been  ufed  to  riding  thefe  three  years,  made  mc 
terrible  weary ;  yet  I  refolve  on  Monday  to  fet  out 
for  Holyhead^  as  weary  as    I  am:  'tis  good  for  my 
health.    I  will  come  when  God  pleafes;  perhaps  I 
may  be  with  you  in  a  week.    I  fhall  be  three  days 
going  to  Holyhead ;  I  cannot  ride  fafter.    You  will 
fav,  I  am  upon  Stay-behind's  mare.    I  have  the 
whole  inn  to  myfelf.     I  would  fain  efcape  this 
Holyhead  journey  ;   but  I  have  no  profpeft  of  ftiips, 
and  it  will  be  almoft  neceflary  I  fhould  be  in  Dublin 
before  the  twenty-fifth  inftant,  to  take  the  oaths; 
otherwife  I  muft  wait  to  a  quarter  feffion.    I  will 
lodge  as  lean;  therefore  take  no  lodgings  for  me, 
to  pay  in  my  abfence.    The  poor  Dean  can't  af- 
ford it.    I  fpoke  again  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  for 
Raymond,  and  hope  he  may  have  it;  for  I  laid  it 
ftrongly  to  the  duke,  and  gave  him  the  biftiop  of 
Meath's  memorial.    I  will  fpeak  to  lord  treafurer 

about  Mrs.  S^w^/^  to-morrow.  -Odfo!  1  forgot; 

1  thought  I  had  been  in  London.  The  letters  to  Ire- 
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land  go  at  fo  uncertain  an  hour,  that  I  am  forced 
to  conclude,  Farewel, 

LETTER  XCVI. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift* 

Whitehall,  July  9,  171 3, 

We  are  all  running  headlong  into  the  greateft 
confufion  imaginable.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  *  is  gone 
into  the  country  this  morning,  I  believe  much  dif- 
contented ;  and  I  am  very  apprehenfive  neither 
lord  Anglefea  f ,  nor  he,  will  continue  long  with 
us.  I  heartily  wifli  you  were  here ;  for  you  might 
certainly  be  of  great  ufe  to  us,  by  your  endeavours 
to  reconcile,  and  by  reprefenting  to  them  the 
infallible  confequences  of  thefe  divifions.  We  had 
letters  this  morning  from  Ireland.  What  is  the 
reafon  I  had  none  from  you  ?  Adieu.  I  hope  your 
want  of  health  is  not  the  caufe. 

LETTER  XCVII. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Whitehall,  July  30,  1713. 

Th  is  day  fe^nnight  the  queen  goes  to  Hampton-' 
Courts  and  the  Monday  following  to  Wiridfor.  I  fancy 

*  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
f  *  Arthur^  who  was  joint  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland  with 
Pfii^ard  earl  of  Clarendon*'* 

.4  by 
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By  tRat  time  Mr.  Bromley'^  will  be fecretary  of ftate 
in  the  room  of  my  lord  f.  Lord  treafurer  waa 
abroad  this  evening,  for  thefirft  time  after  a  fort- 
night's illnefs.  I  hear  there  came  a  dozen  of  letters 
from  you  by  the  fame  poft  to  your  friends  here.  My 
lord  treafurer  defines  you'll  make  all  pofTible  hafte 
over  I  for  we  want  you  extremely. 


LETTER  XCVIIL 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Paris,  A«gufl  15-16,  1713. 

A  S  I  did  not  expecSl:,  my  good  frrend  Jonathan^  to 
hare  received  a  letter  from  you  at  Dublin^  fo  I  am 
fure  I  did  not  intend  to  write  one  thither  to  you  ; 
but  Mr*  Rojtngrave  %  thinks  it  may  do  him  fervice. 


WlllicardBrctnbyy  Efq;  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate,  Aug. 
3jr  1713?  in  the  room  of  IViUiam  eayl  af  Dartmout/j,  made  lord 
privy -feaL' 

•f-  *  Darf77ioutby  to  whom  Mr.  Z^t^/j  had  beenfecretary.* 
X  ^kc?nas  Refingra-ve^y  a  celebratecfperformer  inmufic.  When 
fiearnVed  in  Ireland,  he  played  a  voluntary  at  St,  Patrick's  cathe- 
dra?. Dr.  Pratt^  then  provoft  of  Duirin  Collegey  and  the  Dean, 
beingprefent.  TheDo6lor,  who  happened  to  dine  at  the  deanry 
the  faos  day,  v/as  fo  extravagant  in  his  encomiums  on  KofiTt- 
gra^je's  voluntary,  that  feveral  of  the  company  faidthey  wifl>ed 
they  had  heard  it.  Do  you  ?  faid  S^uuifty  then  you  fliall  hear 
it  9s\\\  r  and  he  immediately  fung  out  fo  lively,  and  yet  fo  ri- 
diculous an  imitation  of  it,  that  all  the  company  were  kept  in 
contiuuailaughter,  except  one  old  gentleman,  who  fat  with  great 

compo- 
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in  recomending  him  to  you.    If  fo,  I  am  very 
glad  of  it ;  for  I  can  be  of  no  other  ufe  imaginable. 
I  have  writ  letters  now  above  twenty- two  years.  I 
have  taken  towns,  deftroyed  fleets,  made  treaties, 
and  fettled  commerce,  in  letters.    And  what  of  all  - 
this  ?  Why  nothing  j  but  that  I  have  had  fome  fub- 
je£l  to  write  upon.    But  to  write  a  letter  only,  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Roftngrave  has  a  mind  to  carry  one  in  his 
pocket,  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  fure  of  a  friendfliip, 
which  can  never  do  you  three  pence  worth  of  good, 
and  to  wifli  you  well  in  England  very  foon,  when  I 
do  not  know  when  I  am  likely  to  be  there  myfelf. 
All  this,  I  fay,  is  very  abfurd  for  a  letter,  efpecially 
when  I  have  this  day  written  a  dozen  much  more  to 
the  purpofe.    If  I  had  feen  your  manufcript  *  ;  If  I 
had  received  Dr.  ParneWs  poem  ;  if  I  had  any  news 
of  Landen  being  taken,  why  well  and  good  ;  but  as  I 
know  no  more  than  that  the  duke  of  Shrewfonry  de- 
figns  for  England  within  three  weeks  ;  that  I  muft  .ftay 
here  till  fomebody  elfe  comes,  and  then  brings  me 
neceflarily  to  fay,  good  Mr.  Dean,  that  I  am  like 
the  fellow  in  the  Rehearfal^  who  did  not  know  if  he 
was  to  be  merry  or  ferious,  or  in  what  way  or  mood 
to  a£jt  his  part.  One  thing  only  I  am  affured  of,  that 

compofpre,  and  though  he  liftenecl,  yet  neither  fliewed  curiofity 
nor  approbation.  After  the  entertainment,  he  was  afked  by 
fome  of  the  company,  how  it  happened,  that  he  had  been  no 
more  afFe6led  l>y  the  mufic  ?  To  which  he  anfV/ered,  withgreat 
gravity,  that  he  iieard  Mr.  Kofingra^oe  playit  himfejf  betore* 
*  *  Of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht: 


t  300  I 


I  love  you  very  well  ;  and  am,  mofi:  fincerely  and 
faithtul3y,  dear  Sir,  your  fervant  and  brother  *, 

M.  Pki o R. 

Lord  and  lady  Shreivjbury  give  their  fervic^to  you. 
Vanhomrigh  has  run  terribly  her«  in  debt,  and, 
beine  in  durance,  has  fent  to  his  mother  upon 
pecuniary  concerns.    Adieu  once  more. 

What  we  are  doing,  or  what  is  to  become  of  us-^ 
I  know  not. 

Prudens  futuri  temporis  exitum 
Caligimsa  noSfepremit  Deiis^ 
Ridciqice— 

This  is  all  the  Latin  and  writing  I  can  at  prefent 
fpare  you. 

Pray  give  my  fervice  to  your  chancellor  fj  and 
be  much  acquainted  with  judge  Nutley^  and 
love  him  very  well  for  my  fake.  Adieu.  Once 
niore,  find  out  my  coufm  Pennyfather  and  Nutley 
(if  he  is  not  too  grave  for  you)  ;  and  according 
to  the  laudable  cuftom  of  your  country,  drink 
this  Louis  out,  for  a  token  of  my  generofity 
and  your  fobriety.  And  now,  I  think,  I  hav€ 
furnifhed  out  a  very  pretty  letter. 

*  He  was  one  of  the  fixteen. 

^  «  5ir  Qonjkintm  Tlnpps: 

LET- 
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L     T  T  E  R  XCIX. 
Mr.  Lewis  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Whitehall,  Aiigufl:  G,  171 3, 

r  Have  fo  often,  and  in  fo  prefling  a  manner,  de- 
fired  you  to  come  over,  that,  if  what  I  have  already 
faid  has  no  efFeft,  I  fliall  defpair  of  better  fuccefs  by 
any  farther  arguments.  If  I  were  to  recapitulate  the 
feveral  reafons  you  offer  to  the  contrary,  and  anfwer 
them  feparately,  I  fiiould  grow  peevifli ;  which  I  have 
no  way  to  avoid,  but  by  telling  you  in  general,  it  is 
all  wrong.  You  and  I  have  already  laid  it  dov^^n  for 
a  maxim,  that  we  muft  ferve  lord  t —  without 
receiving  orders  or  particular  inftrudtions ;  and  Ida 
not  yet  fee  a  reafon  for  changing  that  rule.  His 
mind  has  been  communicated  more  freely  to  you 
than  any  other  f :  but  you  will  not  underftand  it. 
The  defires  of  great  men  are  commands  at  leaft; 
the  only  ones,  I  hope,  they  ever  v/ill  be  able  to  ufe. 
You  have  a  mind  to  flay  in  Ireumd  till  Odoher^  and  I 
defire  me  to  give  my  opinion  whether  you  ftiould- 
come  fooner.  I  anfwer  yes.  Then  you  bid  me  con- 
fider  again ;  that  is,  you  would  have  me  fay  I  am  of 
opinion  you  fhould  fl:ay  till  OSiober,  When  judges 
would  have  a  jury  change  their  verdift,  they  bid  them 
confider  again ;  when  a  man  is  determined  to  marry  a 

*  Treafurer. 

f  By  this  it  appears,  that  the  late  lord  Orrery  wasmlilaken, ' 
%vhen  he  faid  that  S'vjift  was  emplojed^  not  trujled* 

'  woman. 
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womari)  and  hi^  friend  advifes  him  againft  it,  he  afks 
his  opinion  again;  and  if  his  friend  is  fo  filly  as  not 
to  alter  his  advice,  he  marries  without  it.  I  am  as 
much  in  the  fpleen  now  I  am  anfwering  your  letter, 
as  you  were  when  you  writ  it.  Come  over  j  you  wilt- 
cure  youifelf  and  me  too.  Adieu. 


The  End  of  theFirft  Volume;  , 
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FROM   AND  TO 


DOCTOR  SWIFT, 


Wi 


L  E  T  T  E  R  C. 
l3r;  Smarlidge  *  to  Dr.  Swilpt, 
MR.  DEAN,  Sept.  17,  ,7,3, 

Hen  you  was  fo  kind  as  to  favour  the  mafter  of 
the  Temple  f  and  me,  with  your  company  at  the  chap- 
lain's table  at  Kenfmgton^  there  dined  with  us  one 
Mr.  Fiddes  J,  a  Well  deferring  clerg](rnian,  whofecir- 
cumftances,  we  told  you,  were  not  at  all  fuitable  to 
his  merits.  You  exprefled  on  that  occafiori  fo  gene- 
rous a  coiicern  for  him,  and  fo  great  a  readinefs  to  do 
him  any  good  offices,  which  might  lie  in  your  way, 
that  he  feems  to  think  he  fhould  be  wanting  to  him' 
felf,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  cultivate  an  intereft 
with  one  fo  willing  and  fo  able  to  ferve  him.  He 
has  therefore  made  repeated  inftanees  to  me,  that  I 

*  <  Afterwards  bifliop  ti^riftoh 
t  *  Dr.  Sheriocky  afterwards  bifhop  ot  London.'' 
X  '  Richard  Fiddesy  afterwards  D.  D.  author  of  a  Body  of  Die 
^inity,  the  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolfey, 
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would  rcmmd  you  of  him,  which  I  fhould  not  have 
hearkened  to,  were  I  not  aflured,  that  you  would  ex- 
cufe,  if  not  thank  me,  for  furnifliing  you  with  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  agenerousandgood-natured  thing. 
You  will  not,  I  fancy,  think  a  formal  application  to 
any  great  man  in  his  behalf,  either  proper  or  requi- 
fite  ;  but  if  you  fhould,  upon  the  perufal  of  one  or 
two  of  his  fermons,  think  as  well  of  them  as  I  do, 
and  fhould,  in  converfation  with  my  lord  treafurer^ 
exprefs  a  good  opinion  of  the  author^  one  kind  word 
from  you,  feafonably  dropped,  might  determine  his 
fortune,  and  give  you  the  fatisfadtion  of  having  made 
him  and  his  family  happy  as  they  can  wifh  to  be. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  mofl  humble  fervant, 

GEO.  SMALRIDGE. 

LETTER  CI. 
Lord  Chancellor  Phipps  to  Dr.  Swift. 

* 

SIR,  Dublin,  06V.  lo,  1713:. 

T  Had  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  Septemhcry  and  had  fooner  acknowledged  it, 
if  i  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  conflant  hurry  we 
have  been  in,  with  relation  to  the  city  and  parliament 
affairs. 

I  heartily  congratulate  your  fafe  arrival  in  London^ 
and  return  you,  with  all  the  gratitude  imaginable, 
my  thanks  for  the  great  trouble  you  have  given  your- 
felf,  as  well  on  behalf  of  my  fon  in  particular,  as  of 
this  kingdom  in  general.  And  I  am  forry  you  fhould 
3  venture. 
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venture  fd  far  as  to  burn  your  fingers  ;  but  you  prove 
fuch  misfortunes  ofcen  happen  to  gentlemen,  who 
ha.ve  a  hearty  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  their  friends* 
Buc  this  comfort  attends  them^  that  the  burning  goes 
ofFfoort;  whereas  the  credit  and  honour  of  ferving 
one's  friend  laft  always.  The  account  you  fent  me 
of  Mr.  Worfeky^  being  an  envoy  was  new,  and  had 
not  reached  us  before  your  letter  came.  I  know  not 
how  fufficiently  to  acknowledge  the  obligations  yoii 
have  laid  on  me  |  but'  affure  you,  if  you  have  any 
Commands  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  there  is  no  one 
will  be  more  proud  of  being  honoured  with  them^ 
than  he,  who  is,  with  very  great  refpefil,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant^ 

CON.  PHIPPS. 

L  E  t  t  E  R  GIL 
Lord  Chancellor  P  h  i  p  p  s  to  Dr.  Swift* 

DEAR  SIR^  Dublin^  Oa.  24,  171  j. 

I  Am  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind  letters  of  the 
eighth  and  tenth  inftant,  and  I  very  heartily  acknow- 
ledge the  obligation.  That  of  the  eighth  gave  mea 
great  many  melancholy  thoughts,  when  I  refle<3ed 
upon  the  danger  our  conftitution  is  in,  by  the  negledb 
and  fupinenefs  of  our  friends,  and  the  vigilance  and 
unanimity  of  our  enemies  :  but  I  hope  your  parlia- 
ment proving  fo  good,  will  av/aken  our  friends,  and 
unite  them  more  firmly,  and  make  them  more  adiive. 
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That  part  of  your  letter  of  the  tenth,  which  related 
to  my  fon,  gave  me  a  great  fatisfaaion  ;  for  though 
your  commiffioners  here  have  heard  nothing  of  it, 
yet  I  believed  Mr.  Keightly  might  bring  over  full  in- 
ftrudlions  in  it:  but  he  is  arrived,  and  knows  nothing 
of  it;  fo  that  whatever  good  intentions  my  lord  trea- 
furer  had  in  relation  to  my  fon,  his  lordfliip  has  for- 
gotten to  give  any  diredions  concerning  him ;  for^ 
with  him,  things  are  juft  as  they  were  when  youleft 
Dublin.  If  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  put  his  lordfliip 
in  mind  of  it,  you  will  be  very  obliging. 

I  cannot  difcharge  the  part  of  a  friend,  if  I  omit  to 
let  you  know,  that  your  great  neighbour  at  St.  Pul- 
cher's  is  very  angry  with  you.  He  accufeth  you  for 
goinga  way  without  taking  your  leaveofhim;  and  in- 
tends in  a  little  time  to  compel  you  torefideat  your 
deanry.  He  lays  fome  other  things  to  your  charge, 
which  you  fliall  know  in  a  little  time. 

We  hourly  expe£l  my  lord  lieutenant  *.  The  whig$ 
begin  to  be  fenfible  they  muft  expeft  no  great  coun- 
tenance from  him,  and  begin  to  be  a  little  down  in 
the  mouth,  fmce  they  find  Broderick  is  not  to  be  their 
(]:)eaker  f .  I  am  with  very  great  truth,  your  moft 
obedient  fervant. 

*  *  Duke  of  ShtenjuJhuryJ* 

t  ^  He  was,  however,  chofen  fpeaker,  by  a  majority  of  four 
voices," 
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LETTER  CIIL 
Dr.  Da VEN ANT  *  to  Dr.  SwiET. 

SIR,  Wlndfor,  liov.  3,  1711. 

Yo  U  have  the  chara£ier  of  employing,  in  good  of- 
fices to  others,  the  honour  and  happinefs  you  have  of 
being  often  with  my  lord  treafurer.  This  ufe  of  your 
accefs  to  him  is  an  uncommon  inftance  of  generofity, 
deferving  the  highcft  praifes  5  for,  moft  commonly, 
men  are  moft  apt  to  convert  fuch  advantages  to  their 
own  fingle  interefl,  without  any  regard  of  others  ; 
though,  in  my  poor  opinion,  not  fo  wifely,  Afls  of 
friendfhip  create  friends,  even  among  ftrangers,  that 
tafte  not  of  them  ;  and,  in  my  experience,  I  hardly 
ever  knew  a  man  friendly  in  the  courfe  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, but  he  was  fupportcd  in  the  world ;  ingra- 
titude being  the  vice,  of  which  the  generality  of  men 
are  moft  afhamed  to  be  thought  guilty. 

My  fon  t  and  I  have  reafons  to  return  you  our 
thanks,  for  what  you  have  already  done  of  this  kind 
in  his  favour,  and  we  beg  the  continuance  of  it.  Mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  have  fuch  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  that 
it  is  no  wonder,  if  they  forget  low  Individuals  ;  and, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  private  perfons  muft  be  beholding  to 
fome  good  natured  man,  to  put  thofe  in  power  in 
mind  of  them  ;  otherwife  they  may  be  forgotten,  till 

♦  Infpe6lor.general  of  the  export*  and  imports, 
t  *  Henry  Davfnant,  Efq;  who  had  b«en  employed  In  Germanj 
as  refident** 
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old  age  overtakes  them.  Such  well-difpofed  remem- 
brancers deferve  accefs,  familiarity,  and  intereft  with 
great  men ;  and,  perhaps,  they  are  the  moft  ufeful 
fervants  they  can  countenance  in  their  hours  of  leifure, 
I  need  not  tell  you,  that,  in  point  of  time,  he  is 
above  all  pretenders  to  foreign  bufinefs  ;  that  his  af- 
fairs have  now  depended  almoft  three  years ;  that  in 
the  interim,  it  has  gone  very  hard  with  him ;  and, 
that  he  gave  a  very  early  inftance  of  his  zeal  to  the 
prefent  adminiftration.  But  what  he  builds  his  hopes 
moft  upon,  is  the  promife  my  lord  treafurer  was 
pleafed  to  make  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury^  juft  as  his 
grace  left  Windfor^  that  a  provifion  Ihould  be  made 
for  Mr.  Davenant.  We  muft  intreat  you  to  find  fome 
lucky  moment  of  reprefenting  to  my  lord,  that  the 
young  man  is  prefled  by  a  nearer  concern  than  that  of 
making  his  fortune,  and  that  lovers  can  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  to  be  as  patient  as  other  men.  The  duke  has 
carried  his  miftrefs  from  him,  and  will  not  confent  to 
make  him  happy,  till  he  fees  him  in  fome  way  of  be- 
ing fettled,  in  which  how  anxious  any  delay  muft  be 
(pofleflion  depending  upon  it)  he  leaves  you  to  judge, 
who  have  fo  well  ftudied  mankind,  and  who  know, 
that  love  is  a  paffion,  in  one  of  his  age,  much  ftrongcr 
than  ambition.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  long  trou- 
ble, and  am.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  obedient 
fervant^ 

CHA.  DAVENANT. 
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LETTER  CIV. 
The  Duchefs  of  Ormond  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DOCTOR,        Nov.  3, 1713.  Eleveno'clockatnight. 

i  Hope  your  fervant  has  told  you,  I  fent  to  beg 
:he  favour  of  you  to  come  hither  to-night ;  but  fince 
you  could  not  conveniently,  I  hope  you  will  not  deny 
me  thefatisfadion  of  feeing  you  to-morrow  morning. 
My  lord  joins  with  me  in  that  requeft,  and  will  fee 
no  company  but  you.  I  hope  you  will  come  before 
ten  o'clock,  becaufe  he  is  to  go  at  that  hour  to  fFind- 
for.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  fending  fo  early  as  I  have 
ordered  them  to  carry  this  ;  but  the  fear  of  your  be- 
ing gone  abroad,  if  they  went  later,  occafioned  that 
trouble  given  you  by.  Sir,  your  moft  fmcere  and  moft 

faithful  humble  fervant,  ^    iv/r  xt 

M.  ORMOND. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  GV. 

Dr.  Swift  to  the  Biihop  of  Drmore*. 

MY  LORD,  London,  Dec.  19,  1713* 

I  Have  two  letters  from  you  to  acknowledge,  one 
of  the  fifth,  and  the  other  of  the  eleventh  inftant.  I 
am  very  glad  it  lies  in  my  way  to  do  any  fervice  to 
Mr.  JVorrall  f,  and  that  his  merits  and  my  inclina- 

*  Dr.  Sterne. 

t  See  ngte  preceding  th«  fixft  Utter  to  Mr.  Worratt  in  this  col- 

iciliont  ^ 

]8  ^  tions 
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to  adm.t  h,m.  I  am  glad  your  lordlhip  thinks  of  re- 
moymg  your  palace  to  the  old,  or  fome  better  place. 
Z  f    "^7  to  give  my  approbation  ; 

and  If  you  do  not  chufe  till  fummer,  1  l],all,  God 
willing,  attend  you.  Your  fecond  letter  is  about  Dr 
Marjh,  who  IS  one  I  always  loved,  and  have  Ihewn  it 
lately,  by  doing  every  thing  he  could  defire  from  a 
brother.   I  fhould  be  glad,  for  fome  reafons,  that  he 
would  get  a  recommendation  from  the  lord  lieutenant 
or  at  leaft  that  he  be  named.    I  cannot  fay  more  at 
this  diftance,  but  affure  him,  that  all  due  care  is 
taken  of  him.    I  have  had  an  old  fcheme,  as  your 
Jordfliip  may  remember,  of  dividing  the  bilhoprics  of 
Kilmore  and  Jrdagb*.    I  advifed  it  many  months 
ago,  and  repeated  it  lately ;  and  the  queen  and  mi- 
niftry,  I  fuppofe,  are  fallen  into  it.    I  did  likewife 
lay  very  earneftly  before  proper  perfons  the  juftice, 
and  indeed  necelTity,  of  chufing  to  promote  thofe  of 
the  kingdom  j  which  advice  has  been  hearkened  to, 
and  I  hope  will  be  followed.    I  would  likewife  fay 
fomething  in  relation  to  a  friend  of  your  lordfhip'sj 
but  I  can  only  venture  thus  much,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  done,  and  you  may  eafily  guefs  the  reafons. 

I  know  not  who  are  named  among  you  for  the  pre- 
ferments }  and,  my  lord,  this  is  a  very  nice  point  to 
talk  of  at  the  diftance  I  am.  I  know  a  perfon  there 
better  qualified,  perhaps,  than  any  that  will  fucceed. 

•Thefe  fees  were  then  vacant,  andweregrantedthemonthfoj. 
loyfrng  to  the  lord  lieutenant's  chaplain,  Pr.  Godwyn. 

I 

But, 
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But,  my  lord,  our  thoughts  here  arc,  that  your  king- 
dom leans  too  much  one  way ;  and,  believe  me,  it 
cannot  do  fo  long,  while  the  queen  and  adminiftra- 
tion  here  a6l  upon  fo  very  different  a  foot.  This  is 
more  than  I  care  to  fay  ;  and  I  will  for  once  venture 
a  ftep  farther  than,  perhaps,  difcretion  fliould  let  me, 
that  I  nevei'  faw  fo  great  a  firmnefs  in  the  court,  as 
there  now  is,  to  purfue  thofe  meafures,  upon  which 
this  miniftry  began,  whatever  feme  people  m.ay  pre- 
tend to  think  to  the  contrary  :  and  were  certain  ob- 
jedtionsmade  againft  fome  perfons  we  both  know,  re- 
moved, I  believe  I  might  have  been  inftrumental  to 
the  fervice  of  fome,  whom  I  much  efteem.  Pick 
what  you  can  out  of  all  this,  and  believe  me  to  be 
ever  yours,  &c« 

LETTER  CVL 
Lord  Primate  Lindsay  to  Dr,  Swift. 

SIR,  Dec.  26,  1713, 

Yo  urs  of  December  the  8th  I  have  received,  and 
have  obeyed  your  commands  ^  but  am  much  troubled 
to  find,  that  the  trade  of  doing  ill  offices  is  ftill  con* 
tinued.  As  for  my  part,  I  can  entirely  clear  myfelf 
from  either  writing  or  faying  any  thing  to  any  orxe's 
prejudice  upon  this  occafion  *i  and  if  others  have 

*  *  There  was  at  this  time  a  great  difference  between  th^ 
houfe  of  lords  and  commons  in  Ireland^  about  the  lord  chancellor 
Fhipps  of  that  kingdom  5  the  latter  addrclfing  the  queen  to  rc- 
moye  Uini  from  his  port,  and  the  former  addrelTrng  in  his  favour.* 

wounded 
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woundedmc  in  the  dark,  it  is  no  more  than  they  have 
done  before^  for  archbifliop  Tillotfoji  formerly  remem- 
bered, that  if  he  fliould  hearken  to  what  the  Irijh 
clergy  faid  of  one  another,  there  was  not  a  man  in  the 
whole  country,  that  ought  to  be  preferred. 

We  are  now  adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  and  the 
commons  for  three  weeks.  I  hear  our  lord  lieute- 
nant is  not  well  pleafed,  that  we  have  adjourned  ftiort 
of  them  :  and  I  fancy  the  queen  will  not  be  well 
pleafed,  that  the  commons  have  had  fo  little  re- 
gard to  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs,  as  to  make 
lb  long  an  adjournment  as  three  weeks  :  and  indeed 
they  lately  feem  to  intimate,  that  if  the  lord  chan- 
cellor *  is  not  removed  by  that  time,  they  will  give 
her  majefty  no  more  money  ;  and  fome  of  them  do 
not  ftick  to  fay  as  much ;  and  think  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  the  crown,  to  turn  out  that  minifter,  (how 
innocent  foever  he  be)  whom  the  commons  have  ad- 
dreffed  againft. 

I  think  it  is  plain  to  any,  who  know  the  ftate  of 
affairs  here,  that  no  party  hath  ftrength  enough  di- 
je£lly  to  oppofe  a  money-bill  in  this  kingdom,  when 
the  government  thinks  fit  to  exert  itfelf,  as  to  be  fure 
it  always  will  do  upon  fuch  occafions :  and  the  half- 
pay  officers,  no  doubt,  will  readily  come  in  to  that 
fupply,  out  of  which  they  are  to  receive  their  pay. 
But  fliould  all  fail,  yet  the  queen  ftill  may  make  her- 
felf  eafy,  by  difbanding  two  or  three  regiments,  and 
ftriking  off  fome  unneceflary  penfions. 

•  ^iv  Conf:a7ktin€  Phipp:, 

HobbsSf 
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Hohbes,  in  his  Behemoth,  talks  of  a  heighth  in  time 
as  well  as  place  ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a  heighth  in 
time  here,  it  is  certainly  now  ;  for  fome  men  feem 
to  carry  things  higher,  according  to  their  poor  power, 
tha'n  they  did  in  Englajid  in  1641-    And  now  they 
threaten,  (and  am  pretty  well  aflured,  have  refolveJ 
upon  it)  that  if  the  chancellor  is  not  difcarded,  they 
will  impeach  him  before  the  lords  in  England.  But 
if  they  have  no  more  to  fay  againft  him,  than  what 
their  addrefs  contains,  I  think  they  will  go  upon  no 
very  wife  errand.  I  queftion  not  but  that  you  will  re- 
ceive the  votes,  addreffes,  and  reprefentations  of  both 
houfes  from  other  hands,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
troubled  you  with  them  :  but  if  the  parliament  fhall 
continue  to  fit,  you  may  expert  a  great  produft  of  that 
Kind  ;  for  the  commons  have  taken  upon  themfelves 
to  be  a  court  of  judicature,  have  taken  examinations 
outofthejudges  hands  about  murder,  (which  is  trea- 
'  fon  here)  without  ever  applying  to  the  government 
for  them;  and  before  trial,  have  voted  the  flier  ifFs  and 
officers  to  have  done  their  duty,  and  acquitted  them- 
felves well,  when  poffibly  the  time  may  yet  come, 
that  fome  may  ftill  be  hanged  for  that  fa6l,  which, 
in  my  poor  opinion,  is  entirely  deftru£tive  of  liberty 
and  the  freedom  of  eleftions. 

I  am  your  moft  humble  fervant,  l^c. 


LET- 


LETTER  cVlI. 
Lord  Primate  Lindsay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

S  I  R>  Jan.  5,  171J-14, 

Yo  urs  I  received  the  2d  inftant,  and  immediately 
got  Mr.  j  uftice  Nutley  to  write  to  the  bifhop  o^Killala^^ 
at  Kelh^  to  know  of  him,  whether,  if  we  could  get 
him  tranflated  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Raphoe^  he  would 
accept  of  it :  and  this  day  we  received  his  anfwer, 
that  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  carry  his  family  fo 
far  northwards,  for  fo  little  ad  vantage  as  that  bifhopric 
would  bring  him ;  his  own  being  upwards  of  a  thou- 
fand  poundsayear,  and  Raphoe  not  much  above  eleven 
hundred.  The  reafon  why  I  got  judge  Nutley  to  write 
was  becaufe  1  apprehended  it  might  feem  irkfome  to 
him  to  be  pe^fuaded  by  myfelf  to  accept  of  what  I 
left :  though  at  the  fame  time  I  can  aflure  yoa,  I 
have  done  little  more  than  faved  myfelf  whole  by  that 
bifliopric  ;  and  he  might,  if  he  pleafed,  in  a  little 
time  have  received  1600/.  or  1700/.  for  fines;  fo 
that  if  this  comes  time  enough  to  your  hands,  you 
will  prevent  any  further  motion  that  way.  But  if 
Meath  drops,  I  believe  it  would  be  an  acceptable  poft ; 
and  the  truth  is,  he  hath  always^  in  the  worfl:  of 
times,  voted  honeftly,  and  behaved  himfelf  as  a  true 
fon  of  the  church.  In  the  mean  time,  be  aflured  the 
j  udge  knows  not  that  you  are  concerned  in  this  affair* 


*  Dr.  William  Lhyd. 
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There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you  muft 
have  heard  ofj  Dr.  Andrew  Hamilton  *,  archdeacon  of 
Raphoe^  a  man  of  good  learning  and  abilities,  and 
one  of  great  intereft  in  that  country,  whom  I  could 
wifti  you  wouW  move  for  (fince  the  blfliop  of  KtUala 
refufeth)  to  fucceed  me  in  Raphoe^  as  one,  that  i^  the 
pioft  likely  to  do  good  in  that  part  of  the  country,  of 
any  one  man  I  know. 

And  now  be  pleafed  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
great  fervices  you  have  done  me  ;  and  as  you  have 
contribute  much  to  my  advancement,  fo  I  muft  de- 
fire  you,  upon  occafion,  to  give  me  your  farther  af- 
fiftance  for  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

The  parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  i8th  inftant  j 
but  the  whigs  continuing  obftinate,-  and  deaf  to  all 
perfuafions  to  carry  pn  the  queen  5  bufmefs  with  peace 
and  gentlenefs,  we  conclude  it  muft  be  difrolved. 

If  this  (hould  not  come  time  enough  to  your  hands, 
to  prevent  the  bifliop  of  Killaloes  letter  for  a  tranfla- 
tion  to  Raphoe^  1  will  labour  all  I  can  to  make  him 
eafy.    1  am,  &c. 

•  *  Though  recommended  by  tbe  primate  to  fucceed  him  ia 
the  fee  of  Kaphoe^  he  was  not  preferred  to  it  j  Dr.  Edivard Sjji^t 
being  Uien  advanced  to  that  bifliopric.' 
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LETTER  CVIIL 

Lord  Chancellor  Phipps  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dublin,  Jan.  15,  1713; 

Ma  ny  of  my  letters  from  Lfsndon  tell  me  how  much 
I  am  obliged  to  you  fof  your  friendly  folicitation  oil 
fny  fon's  behalf,  which  will  be  always  remembered 
by  us  both,  with  the  fame  gratitude,  as  if  it  had  fuc- 
ceeded.  I  had  congratulations  from  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond^  my  lord  Bolinghroke^  and  others^  on  account  of 
rny  fon's  having  the  place  ;  for  they  fent  me  word  it 
v/as  adually  done  ;  and  feveral  others  had  letters  of 
it,  and  our  friends  were  Extremely  rejoiced  at  the  well 
timing  of  it,  and  it  was  a  great  addition  to  the  mor- 
tification of  the  whigs  :  and  the  difappointment  will 
be  a  caufe  of  great  joy  to  them.  But  in  this,  and  all 
other  things,  I  fubmit  to  the  judgement  of  my  fupe- 
riors,  who  know  beft  what  is  fit  to  be  done.  As  to 
looking  out  for  any  thing  elfe  for  my  fon,  there  is 
nothing  elfe  here^  that  I  know  is  fit  for  him  ;  and  if 
any  thing  worth  his  having  falls  in  England^  it  will 
bedifpofed  of  before  I  can  have  notice  of  it. 

We  are  told  by  every  body,  that  the  reft  of  our  va- 
cant bifhoprics  will  be  filled  to  our  fatifaition  :  if 
they  are,  you  muft  be  one  of  them.  But  if  you  are 
refolved,  that  you  will  not  yet  Epifcopari  there,  give 
me  leave  to  recommend  to  you  an  affair  of  my  lord 
Jhercorn\^  which  the  vicars  choral  have  made  with 


him 
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him  for  renewing  his  leafc*.  I  am  imformecf  there 
are  fome  mifunderftandings  between  you.  It  is  very 
unhappy  there  fliould  beany  difFerence  between  twa 
fuch  fare  and  great  friends  to  the  common  caufe.  I 
do  aflure  you,  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  my  lord 
Abercorn  for  his  great  fervice  in  thefe  times  of  diffi- 
culty :  he  is  as  good  a  friend  as  any  in  the  world, 
and  as  bad  an  enemy  ;  and  I  am  very  fure,  if  you 
would  make  him  a  compliment,  and  oblige  him  in 
this  matter,  you  would  gain  an  entire  true  friend  of 
him  for  the  future,  and  oblige  a  great  many  of  your 
friends  here,  who  have  all  a  great  value  and  efteein 
for  him. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  her  m^jefty's  reco- 
very, and  the  good  effea  it  has  had  in  uniting  our 
friends.  That,  together  with  the  refolution,  that  is 
taken  to  fupport  the  church-intercft,  will,,  without 
doubt,  in  a  little  time  rcn  Jer  all  things  eafy  and  quiet 
in  both  kingdoms  ;  though  as  yet  our  whigs  here  are 
as  obffinate'and  pei'verfe  as  ever.  The  commons  are 
refolved,  they  will  give  no  money-bill  till  I  am  re- 
moved :  and  the  aldermen  will  not  own  my  lord 
mayor,  nor  proceed  to  any  eledion,.  notwith (landing 
the  opinion  of  all  the  judges  here,  and  of  the  at- 
torney-general,  and  all  the  queens  council  (except 
Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll)  in  England. 

*  This  leafe  was  for  the  greateft  part  of  Yorh-J}reeU  in  w^ich 
lord  Abercorn  lived  5  and  by  the  terms  of  then-  charter,  the  vicar& 
choral  caanot  make  iealesj  -.vithourcoRrent  of  the  dean  and  chajy- 
ter. 


I  vvifli 
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I  wHh  you  many  happy  new  years,  and  fliould  ht 
very  proud  to  receive  your  commands  here,  beings 
unth.  the  utmoft  fmccrity  and  efteem^  your  moft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant^ 

CON.  PHIPPS. 

LETTER  CIX. 
Earl  of'  A  N  G  L  E  s  £  Y  to  Dr.  Swift* 

MR.  DEAN,  DuBHn>  Jan.  16,  1713-14. 

YOu  judged  extremely  right  of  me,  that  I  fliould^ 
with  great  pleafure^  receive  what  you  tell  me,  that 
my  endeavouis  toferve  her  majefty,  in  this  kingdom^ 
are  agreeable  to  my  lord  treafurer,  and  the  reft  of  the 
minifters.  I  have  formerly  fo  freely  exprefled  to  you 
the  honour  I  muft  always  have  for  his  lordfhip,  that 
I  think  I  cannot  explain  myfelf  more  fully  on  that 
fubjecS.  But  Vv?hat  his  lordfhip  has  already  done  for 
the  church,  and  the  church-Intereft  here,  and  what 
we  ha^/e  aflwrance  will  foon  be  done,  will  give  his 
lordfhip  fo  entire  a  command  in  the  affe<aions  of  all 
hoaeft  men  here  (which  are  not  a  few)  that,  I  ami 
perfuaded,  he  will  foon  find  Ireland  an  eafy  part  of  the 
admrniftratiion.  For  it  is  my  firm  opinion,  that  fteady 
and  vigorous  meafures  will  fo  ftrengthehthe  hands  of 
©ur  friends  in  both  kingdoms,  that,  after  the  efforts 
of  defpair  (v.'hich  never  laft  long)  are  over,  her  ma- 
jefty, and  her  minifters,  will  receive  but  little  trou- 
ble from  the  fadtion^  either  oa  this  or  your  fide  of  ' 
tlie  water. 


You 
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You  are  very  kind  to  us  in  your  good  offices  for 
Mr.  Phipps^  becaufe  a  mark  of  favour  fo  feafonably^ 
as  at  this  time,  conferred  on  lord  chancellor's  fon, 
will  have  a  much  greater  influence,  and  reach  farther 
than  his  lordfliip  s  perfon*  I  am  preparing  for  my 
journey^  and  I  hope  I  fliall  be  able  to  lay  fuch  a  ftate 
®f  this  kingdom  before  my  lord  treafurer,  as  may  pre- 
vent future  difappointments,  v^hen  it  fliall  be  thought 
Xieceffary  to  hold  a  parliament.  If  this  parliament  is 
not  to  fit  after  the  prefent  prorogation,  I  do  think^ 
were  I  with  you,  I  could  offer  fome  reafons  why  the 
filling  the  vacant  biflioprics  fliould  be  deferred  for  a 
little  time.  I  pi-aife  God  for  his  great  goodnefs  in 
rcftoring  her  majefty  to  her  health  ^  the  bleffing  of 
which,  if  we  had  no  other  way  of  knowing,  we  might 
learn  from  the  mortification  it  has  given  a  certain  fet 
of  men  here. 

I  fliall  trouble  you  with  no  compliments,  becaufe 
I  hope  foon  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am,  dear  Sir^ 
yours, 

ANGLESEY. 

LETTER  ex. 
Earl  of  Peterborow  to  Dr  Svv^iFf^ 

March  5,  1713-14. 
QUERIES  for  Dr.  ^wift^  next  Saturday^  atdinner^ 

WHetherany  greatman,  or  minifter,  has  favoured 
tiie  earl  of  Peterboroiv  with  one  fingle  line  fince  he  left 
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knd*'y  for,  as  yet,  he  has  not  received  one  wor^ 
from  any  of  them,  nor  his  friend  of  St,  Patrick  ? 

Whether,  if  they  do  not  write  till  they  know  what 
to  write,  he  {hail  ever  hear  from  them  ? 

Whether  any  thing  can  be  more  unfortunate,  than 
tobe  overcome  when  ftrongeft,  outwitted  having moft 
wit,  and  bafHed  having  moft  money  ? 

Whether  betwixt  t  wo  ftools  (reverend  Dean)  be  not 
a  good  old  proverb,  which  may  givt  fubjedl  for  daily 
meditation  and  mortification? 

I  fend  the  lazy  fcribler  a  letter  from  the  extremities 
of  the  earth,  where  I  pafj?  my  time,  admiring  the  hu- 
mility and  patience  of  that  power  heretofore  fo  terri- 
ble; and  the  new  fcene,  which  we  fee,  to  wit,  the 
moft  Chriftian  king  waiting  with  fo  much  refignation 
and  refpeft,  to  know  the  emperor'^s  pleafure  as  to 

peace  or  war. 

Where  I  reflec^i:,  with  admiration,  upon  the  politics 
of  thofe,  who,  breaking  with  the  old  allies,  dare  not 
make  ufe  of  the  new  ones ;  who  pulling  down  the 
old  rubbifli  and  ftrucaure,  do  noterefl:  a  new  fabric 
on  folid  foundations.  But  this  is  not  fo  much  to  the 
purpofe;  for  in  the  world  of  the  moon,  provided 
toaftings  continue,  the  church  and  ftate  can  be  in  no 
danger. 

But,  al?^  !  in  this  unmerry  country,,  where  we 
have  time  to  think,  and  are  under  the  neceflity  of 
thinking ;  where  impioufly  we  make  ufe  of  reafon, 
without  a  blind  refignation  to  providence,  the  bottle 

*  Th'isletter  was  written  fi-om  Sicily,  the  earl  of  Peterbofo^ 
beins  abroad  on  embaflies. 
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or  chance,  what  opinion,  think  you,  we  have  of  the 
prefent  management  in  the  refined  parts  of  the  world, 
where  there  are  juft  motives  of  fear?  When  neither 
fteadincfs  nor  conduit  appears,  and  when  the  evil 
feems  to  come  on  apace,  can  it  be  believed,  that  ex- 
traordinary remedies  are  not  thought  of  ? 

Heavens !  what  is  our  fate !  What  might  have 
been  our  portion,  and  what  do  we  fee  in  the  age  we 
live  in  ?  France  and  England^  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
Sicily,  perplexed  and  confounded  by  a  headftrong 
youth  one,  who  has  loft  fo  many  kingdoms  by 
pride  and  folly ;  and  all  thefe  powerful  nations  at  a 
gaze,  ignorant  of  their  deftiny ;  not  capable  of  form- 
ing a  fceme,  which  they  can  maintain,  againft  a 
prince,  who  has  neither  fhips,  money,  nor  conduft. 
Some  of  the  minifters  affifted  and  fupported  with  ad- 
folute  power,  others  with  a  parliament  at  their  dif- 
pofal,  and  the  moft  inconfiderable  of  them  with  the 
Indies  at  their  tail. 

And  what  do  I  fee  in  the  centre,  as  it  were,  of  ig- 
norance and  bigotry  ?  The  firftrequeft  of  a  parliament 
to  their  king  is  to  employ  elFedluai  means  againft  the 
increafe  of  priefts  ;  the  idle  dcvourers  of  the  fat  of 
the  land.  We  fee  churches,  fhut  up  by  the  order  of 
the  pope,  fet  open  by  dragoons,  to  the  general  con- 
tent of  the  people.  To  conclude;  it  fell  out,  that 
one  of  our  acquaintance  f  found  himfelf,  at  a  great 

*  Charles  the  twelfth  of  Sweden, 

t  *  Probably  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Berkeley,  M\o^o( Dublin 
college y  who  went  chaplain  and  fecretary  to  the  earl  of  Peter borouu 
to  Sicily,  at  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Swift.'* 

C  ?.  table. 
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table,  the  only  excommunicated  perfon  by  bis  ho- 
lincfe;  the  reil  of  the  company  eating  and  toafting^ 
under  anathemas,  with  the  courage  of  a  hardened 
heretic. 

Look  upon  the  profe  I  Tend  you.  See^  neverthe- 
lefo,  what  a  fneaking  figure  he  makes  at  the  foot  of 
the  parfon.  Who  could  expect  this  from  him?  But 
he  thinks,  refolves,  and  executes. 

If  you  can  guefs  from  whence  this  comes,  addrefs 
your  letter  to  him,  A  meffieurs  Raffnell  et  Fretti  Sa- 
cerdotti-y  Genoa- 

LETTER  CXL 
Lord  Treafurer  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

Indorfed, 
"  Letter  with  Bill  C'^oo,  . 
Received  March  14,  1713-14.'*' 
Wednefday  Night. 

I  Have  heard,  that  fome  honeft  men,  who  arc  very 
innocent,  are  under  trouble,  touching  a  printed 
pamphlet.  A  friend  of  mine  an  obfcure  perfon,  but 
charitable,  puts  the  enclofed  bill  in  your  hands,  to 
anfwer  fuch  exigencies,  as  their  cafe  may  immediately 

*  This  letter,  wrmcn  in  a  counterfeit  hand,  was  Tent  to  Dr. 
Si^'jifty  when  the  ^vrnxtr  Morphe^tvwz^  profecutedby  theHoufeof 
Lords,  for  The  public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs:  a  pamphlet  written  in 
anfwer  to  a  traa  of  Sir  Richard  Steele" called  the  Crifis,  and  pub- 
lifliedonthefecondofMiTrr/^,  1713-14.  All  the ^ro^/loids then 
in  London  went  to  the  queen,  and  comj.lalned  of  the  affront  puton 
thtm  :ind  the? rnations  by  the  author ;  upon  which,  a  proclamation 
wa^:  piiblilhedhy  her  uiajeliy,  offeringa  revv'ard  of  tjiree  hundred 
|)oua(ls  to  difcovcr  hini. 
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require.  And  I  find  he  will  do  more,  this  being 
only  for  the  prefent.  If  this  comes  fate  to  your  hands, 
it  is  ejiough. 

LETTER  CXII. 

A  Letter  from  an  Informer  tD  Lord  Treasurer, 
offering  to  difcover  the  Author  of  the  Pamphlet, 
called.  The  public  Spirit  of  the  TVhigs, 

March  i  S,  1713-14.. 

PUrfuant  to  her  majefty^'s  proclamation,  of  the 
fifteenth  of  thisinftant  March^  for  difcoveri no-  the  au- 
thorof  afalfe,  malicious,  and  factious  libel,  intitled, 
The  public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs  ;  wherein  her  majefly  is 
graciouily  pleafed  to  promife  a  reward  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  be  paid  by  your  lordfhip;  which 
faid  difcovery  I  can  make.  But  your  lordfhip,  or 
fome  perfons  under  your  lordftiip,  have  got  fuch  aa 
ill  name  in  paying  fuch  rewards.  Inftance  two  poor 
men,  vi%%  yohn  Gre-enwood  and  yohn  Bouch^  who 
took  and  brought  to  juftice  fix  perfons,  vulgarly  Mo-- 
hocks  \  which  the  faid  two  poor  men  never  received 
more  than  twenty  pounds,  and  the  la'  ter  thirty  ;  and 
they  had  no  partners  concerned  with  them,  as  appears 
by  the  attorney-general's  report  to  your  lordfhip ; 
which  if  I  fhould  be  fo  ferved,  to  caufe  any  perfons 
to;be  punifhed,  and  be  no  better  rewarded,  vi'ill  be 
no  encouragement  for  me  to  do  it  3  for  rhefe  two  poor 
men  being  fo  plain  a  precedent  for  me  to  go  by.  Your 
Jordlhip's  moft  humble,  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ivi, 

C  3  LET- 
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LETTER  CXIII. 

JIumorous  Lines  by  Lord  Trcafurer  Oxford,  fcnt 
to  Dr.  Swift,  Dr.  Arbuthnqt,  Mr.  P  o  r  e> 
and  Mr.  Gay. 

April  14,  1714.    3^ck  Stairs,  paft  Eight. 
Gay. 

In  afummons  Co  hrge^  which  all  clergy  contains, 
Imuft  turnX)//w^/'s  *  convert,  orpartwithmybrains. 
Should  I  fcruple  to  quit  the  back  flairs  for  your  blin4 
ones. 

Or  refufe  your  true  junflo  \  for  one  of  * 

The  following  is  their  anfwer  to  his  lordlhip,  chiefly 

written  by  the  Dean. 

Let  not  the  whigs  our  tory  club  rebuke  ; 
Give  us  our  earl  J,  the  devil  take  their  duke  ||* 
^adam  qu(^  atUnent  ad  Scriblerum^ 
Want  your  afliftance  now  to  clear  'em. 

One  day  it  will  be  no  difgrace, 

In  Scrwkr  to  have  had  a  place. 
Come  then^  my  lord,  and  take  your  part  in 
The  important  hiftory  of  Martin, 

*  Difmal  was  lord  Nottingham, 

t  Dr.  S^vift,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope^  and  Mr.  Gaj,  were 
writing  the  hiftory  of  Martimis  Scriblerus  j  and  thefe  four  wits, 
in  conjun6\ion,  are  ftiled  by  lord  trealurer  a  jun^o. 
Oi  Oxford: 

J  <  Of  Marlborough: 

THE 
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THE  DEAN. 

A  pox  on  all  fenders 

F or  any  pretenders. 
Who  tell  us  thefe  troublefome  ftories, 

In  their  dull  hum-drum  key. 

Of  arma  virumque^ 
Hanonics  qui  primus  ab  oris* 

A  pox  too  on  Hanmer^ 

Who  prates  like  his  gran-mere. 
And  all  his  old  friends  would  rebuke. 

In  fpite  of  the  carle. 

Give  us  but  our  e.arl. 
The  devil  may  take  their  duke. 

Then  come  and  take  part  in 

The  memoirs  of  Martin  \ 
Lay  down  your  white  ftafF and  grew  habit : 

For  truft  us,  friend  Mortimer^ 

Should  you  live  years  forty  more, 
Hac  olim  meminijfe  juvahit 

LETTER  CXIV. 
More  Lines     Humour,  by  Lord  Treasurer. 

April  14,  i7i4« 

I  Honour  die  men.  Sir, 
Who  are  ready  to  anfwer. 


The  duchy  oS  HmnauU. 

•C4 


When 
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When  I  afk  them  to  ftand  by  the  queen  ; 

In  fpite  of  orators. 

And  blood-thirfty  praters, 
Whofe  hatred  I  highly  efteem. 

Let  our  faith's  defender 

Keep  put  ev*ry  pretender. 
And  long  enjoy  her  own  ; 

Thus  you  four,  five. 

May  merrily  live. 
Till  faftion  is  dead  as  a  ftone. 


LETTER  CXV. 
The  Duchefs  of  Ormond  to  Dr.  Swift. 

BROTHER%  Aprils,  1714. 

1  Should  fooner  have  thanked  you  for  your 
letter,  but  that  I  hoped  to  have  feen  you  here  by  this 
time.  You  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am  grieved, 
when  I  find  people  I  wifli  well  to,  run  counter  to  their 
own  intereft,  and  give  their  enemies  fuch  advantages, 
by  being  fo  hard  upon  their  friends,  as  to  conclude,  if 
they  are  not  without  fault,  they  are  not  to  be  fupport- 
ed,  or  fcarce  converfed  with.  Fortune  is  a  very  pretty 
gentlewoman ;  but  how  foon  fhe  may  be  changed,  no 
body  can  tell.  Fretting  her,  with  the  feeing  all  fhe 
does  for  people  only  makes  them  defpife  her,  may 

*  The  duke  of  Ormond  was  one  of  the  fixteen  brothers  5  the 
duchefs,  therefore,  calls  S^ift  brother  in  her  lord's  right.  See 
the  note  to  a  letter  from  lord  Marlej  to  the  Dean,  dated  July  1 7, 
1714.. 

inake 
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make  her  fo  fick  as  to  alter  her  complexion  ;  but  I 
hope  our  friends  will  find  her  conftant,  in  fpite  of  all 
they  do  to  ftiock  her.  And  remember  the  *  llory  of 
the  arrows,  that  were  very  eafily  broke  fingly ;  but 
when  tied  up  clofe  together,  no  llrength  of  man  could 
hurt  them.  But  that  you  may  never  feel  any  ill  con* 
fequences  from  whatever  may  happen,  are  the  fmcere 
wifhes  oiy  brother,  yours,  with  all  lifterly  afFe£iion, 

M. 

*  In  this  letter  the  diichefs  alludes  to  the  diviHon  thenfub- 
f  fling  among  the  minifter?  at  court ;  and  it  is  probable,  that 
the  hint  aOcuttke  fiory  of  the  arro^ws  produced  the  poem  called 
the  faggot,  which  tiieDean  wrote  about  this  time.  It  faid,  un- 
der the  tiiie,  to  have  been  written  in  the  year  171 3,  when  the 
queen's  minifterg  were  quarrelling  among  themfelves.  It  begins 

thus  y 

Obferve  the  dying  father  fpeak  ; 
Try,  lads,  car  you  this  bundle  break 
Then  bids  the  youngeftef  the  fix 
Take  up  a  heap  or  we*]  bound  iticks. 
They  thought  it  was  an  old  mtin's  maggot. 
And  firove  by  turns  to  break  the  faggot. 
In  vain  :  the  complicated  wands 
Were  much  too  ftrong  for  all  their  hands. 
See,  faid  the  fnc,  how  foon  'tis  done: 
Then  took  and  broke  them  one  by  one. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXVI. 

Chiverton  Charlton,  Efq;  Captain  of  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  May  22,  1714. 

HEaring  from  hon eft  *,  that  you  ftill  per- 
fift  in  your  refolution  of  retiring  into  the  country,  I 
cannot  but  give  you  my  thoughts  of  it,  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  am  fenfible  how  intruding  it  may  appear 
in  me  to  trouble  you  with  what  I  think  :  but  you  have 
an  unlucky  quality,  which  expofes  you  to  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  thofe  who  love  you  ;  I  mean,  good  na- 
ture.  From  which,  though  I  did  not  always  fufpe£t 
you  guilty  of  it,  I  now  promife  myfelf  an  eafy  par- 
don. So  that,  without  being  in  much  pain  as  to  the 
cenfure  you  may  pafs  upon  my  aflurance,  I  fhall  go 
on  gravely  to  tell  you,  I  am  entirely  againft  your 
defign. 

I  confefs  ajuft  indignation  at  feveral  things,  and 
particularly  as  the  return  yourfervices  have  met  with^ 
may  give  you  a  difguft  to  the  court ;  and  that  retire- 
Tnent  may  afford  a  pleafing  profpe£l  to  you,  who 
liave  lived  fo  long  in  the  hurry,  and  have  borne  fo 
great  a  fliare  of  the  load  of  bufmefs  ;  and  the  more  fo 
at  this  junfture,  when  the  diftradion  among  your 
friends  is  enough  to  make  any  one  fick  of  a  courtier's 
life.  But  on  thefe  very  accounts,  you  ftiould  chufe  to 
llcep,  and  convince  the  world,  that  you  arc  as  much 

Alderman  ^^^r^^r. 

above 
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above  private  refentment,  where  the  public  5s  con- 
cerned, as  you  are  incapable  of  being  tired  out  in  the 
iervice  of  your  country;  and  that  you  are  neither 
afraid,  nor  unwilling,  to  face  a  ftorm  in  a  good 
caufe. 

It  is  true,  you  have  lefs  reafon  than  any  one  I 
know,  to  regard  what4:he  world  fays  of  you  3  for  i 
know  none,  to  whom  the  world  hath  been  more  un- 
juft.  Yet  fmce  the  moft  generous  revenge  is  to  make 
the  ungrateful  appear  yet  more  ungrateful,  you 
Ihould  ftill  perfecute  the  public  with  frelh  obligations; 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  fome  there  are  of  a  temper  ta 
acknowledge  benefits  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  reft 
may  not  always  continue  ftupid.  Atleaft  (fuppofe 
the  worftHhe  attempt  to  do  good  carries  along  with  it 
a  fecret  fatisfa£lion,  with  which  if  you  are  not  fenfi- 
bly  afFefted,  iam  atlofs  how  to  account  for  many  of 
your  actions.  I  remember  very  well,  what  you  have 
fometimefs  faid  upon  this  fubjeft  ;  as  if  you  were  now 
grown  ufelefs,  tfff.  To  which  I  have  this  to  anfwer 
that  though  your  efforts  are  in  vain  to-day,  fomeun- 
forefeen  accident  may  make  them  otherwife  to-mor- 
row ;  and  that,  fhould  you  by  your  abfence  lofc  any 
happy  opportunity,  you  will  be  the  firft  to  reproach 
yourfelf  with  running  away,  and  be  the  laft  man  in 
the  world  to  pardon  it.  If  I  denied  felf-intereft  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  all  I  have  faid,  I  know  you  would 
think  I  ly'd  villainoufly,  and  perhaps  not  think  arnifs; 
for  I  ftill  flatter  myfelf  with  the  continuance  of  that 
favour  you  have,  on  many  occafions,  been  pleafedto 
fhevv  me  ;  and  am  vain  enough  to  fanfy  I  fhould  be  a 

}  confider- 
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confiderable  lofer,  if  you  were  where  I  could  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  clubbing  my  fhilling  with  you  now 
and  then  at  good  eating.  But  as  much  as  1  am  con- 
cerned on  this  account,  I  am  not  fo  felfifti  to  fay  what 
I  have  done,  if  it  were  not  my  real  opinion  ;  which, 
whether  you  regard  or  not,  I  could  not  deny  myfelf 
the  fatisfadlion  of  fpeaking  it,  and  of  alTuring  you, 
that  I  am,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  and  refpeft.  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged,  and  molt  faithful  humble  fervant, 

CH.  CHARLTON. 

My  lady  duchefs  *,  I  can  anfwer  for  her,  is  very 
much  your  fervant,  though  I  have  not  her  commands 
to  fay  fo.  She  is  gone  to  fee  the  duke  of  Beaufort^ 
who  is  fo  ill,  'tis  feared  he  cannot  recover.  She  went 
this  morning  fo  early,  I  have  had  no  particular  ac- 
count how  he  is ;  but  am  told,  he  does  nothing  but 
doze.  The  meflenger  came  to  her  at  three  in  the 
morning;  and  flie  went  away  immediately  afterwards. 

Lady  Betty  defires  me  to  thank  you  for  your  letter, 
and  would  be  glad,  fmce  the  provoft  is  gracioufly 
picafed  to  ftay  her  majefty*s  time,  to  know  where  it  is 
be  defigns  to  ftay, 

Honeft  TQ%mJhend  and  I  have  the  fatisfacJiion  to 
drink  your  health,  as  often  as  we  do  drink  together* 
Whether  you  approve  of  your  being  toalled  with  the 
bifliop  of  London^  and  fuch  people,  I  cannot  tell. 

My  fervant  is  juft  now  come  from  the  duchefs  of 
Ormondj  and  gives  fuch  an  account  of  the  duke  of 
£^aiz/ir/;thatitis  thought  he  cannot  poflibjy  recover. 


•  Of  Ormon4. 


L  E  T- 


I  29  ] 


LETTER  CXVIL 
Mr.  G  A  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  June,  8,  1714. 

Since  you  went  out  of  the  town,  my  lord  C/^- 
Tendon  was  appointed  envoy  extrodinary  to  Hanover^ 
in  the  room  of  lord  Paget  \  and  by  making  ufe  of  thofe 
friends,  which  I  entirely  owe  to  you,  he  hath  accepted 
rae  for  his  fecretary.  This  day,  by  appointment,  I 
met  his  lordfliip  at  Mr.  fecretary  Bromley  s  office  *: 
he  then  ordered  me  to  be  ready  by  Saturday.  I  am 
quite  off  from  the  duchefs  of  Monmouth  f .  Mr.  Lewis 
was  very  r^ady  to  ferve  me  upon  this  occafion,  as  were 
Dx.  Arbiithnot^  and  Mr.  Ford.  I  am  every  day  at- 
tending my  lord  treafurer  for  his  bounty,  in  order  to 
fet  me  out ;  which  he  hath  promifed  n^e  upon  the  fol- 
lowing petition,  which  I  fenthim  by  Dr.  ArbutbmU 

The  Epigrammatical  Petition  of  ^(j^?^  Gay^ 

I'm  no  more  to  converfe  with  the  fwains. 

But  go  were  fine  people  refort. 
One  can  live  without  money  on  plains. 

But  never  without  it  at  court — 
If,  when  with  the  fwains  I  did  gambol, 

I  array'd  me  in  filver  and  blue  ; 
When  abroad,  and  in  courts  I  fiiall  rambfc. 

Pray,  my  lord,  how  much  money  will  do  ? 

*  5ro^7/^  was  joint  fecretary,  with  i5c?//;?^i'ro/^^. 

t  '  Mr.  Gay  had  been  fecretary,  or  domeftic  fteward,  to  die 
duchefs,  widow  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth ,  who  was  beheaded  la 
the  £i-ft  year  of  king  James  II.* 

We 
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We  had  the  honour  of  the  treafurer's  company  laft 
Sctuj'day^  when  we  fat  upon  Scriblerus  *,  Pope  is  in 
town,  and  hath  brought  with  him  the  lirft  book  of 
Homer* 

I  am  to  be  at  Mr.  Lewises  this  evening' with  the 
provoftfj  Mr.  Ford^  Parnell^  znd  Pope.  It  isthought 
mv  lord  Clarendon  will  make  but  a  fhort  ftay  at  Ha^ 
mver.  If  it  was  poffible,  that  any  recommendation 
could  be  procured  to  make  me  more  diftinguifhed 
than  ordinary,  during  my  ftay  at  that  court,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  very  happy,  if  you  could  contrive  any 
method  to  profecute  it ;  for  I  am  told,  that  their  ci- 
vilities very  rarely  defcend  fo  low  as  thefecretary.  I 
have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  acknowledge  this 
as  wholly  owing  to  you.  And  the  many  favours  I 
have  received  from  you,  purely  out  of  your  love  to 
doing  good,  aflures  me  you  will  not  forget  me  in  my 
abfence.  As  for  myfelf,  whether  I  am  at  home  or 
abroad,  gratitude  will!  alv^^aysput  me  in  mind  of  the 
man  to  whom  I  owe  fo  many  benefits. 

I  am  your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

J.  GAY. 

*  Memoirs  of  Martlms  Scriblerus  ;  a  joint  work  oiFope^Ar* 
huthnot,  ?nd  others.    See  Pope"%  works, 
f  <  Of  Dublin- college  ^  Dr.  Benjamin  Pratt  J" 
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LETTER  CXVIII. 
Mr.  John  Barber  *  to  Dr.  Swift* 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  June  1714* 

I  Have  inclofed  all  the  letters  that  have  come  to 
my  hands.  I  faw  my  lord  treafurer  to  day,  who  afked 
me  where  you  were  gone  ?  I  told  his  lordfhip  yoii 
were  in  Berkjhire  f.  He  anfwered,  it  is  very  well;  I 
fuppofe  I  fliall  foon  hear  from  him.  My  lord  BoJing^ 
iroiew2iS  very  merry  with  me  upon  your  journey,  and 
hoped  the  world  would  be  the  better  for  your  retire-- 
ment,  and  that  I  fliould  foon  be  the  midwife.  Thfi 
fchifm  bill  was  read  the  fecond  time  yefterday,  and 
committed  for  to-morrow,  without  a  divifion.  Every 
body  is  in  th^  greateft  confternation  at  your  retii^ 
ment,  ,and  wonders  at  the  caufe.  I  tell  them^  it  h 
for  your  health's  fake.  Mr.  Gay  is  made  fecretary  to 
my  lord  Clarendon^  and  is  very  well  pleafed  with  his 
promotion.    The  queen  is  fo  well,  that  the  Sidlian 

*  Afterwards  alderman,  and  chofen  lord  mayor  in  S^>iL 
J 7 32.  In  173';  he  diftingiiifhedhimfelf  in  tlie  oppofition  to  wkj^Jt 
wa«  called  ne  Excifi  Scheme, 

•f-  Suuift  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  reconci- 
iiation  between  lord  Oxford  and  lord  BoUngbrGke,  retired  abaui 
this  time  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  GmV,  at  Let- 
tomb  e  near  Want  age  ^  in  BerkJlAre^  who  died  about  tv/o  years 
ago.  While  he  was  there,  he  wrote  a  difcourfe  called,  "  Fr:& 
thought  J  on  the  prefent fiate  of  affairs^''  and  fent  it  up  to  Lonimn 
but  fome  difference  of  opinion  betv/een  him  and  lord  Boliitg^ 
broke  prevented  its  publication  at  that  time.  The  queen  diifil 
about  ten  weeks  afterwards,  and  the  difcourfe  has  Usea  fince. 
fainted  in  his  works. 
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ambaflador hath  his  audience  to-night.  She  can  walk, 
thank  God,  and  is  very  well  recovered. 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

TYRANT* 

LETTER  CXIX. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot,  the  Queen's  domefticPhyfician, 

to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  BROTHER  f ,    St.  James's,  June  12,  17 14. 

I  Am  glad  your  proud  ftomach  is  comedown,  and 
that  you  fubmit  to  write  to  your  friendsr  I  was  of 
opinipn,  that  if  they  managed  you  right,  they  might 
bring  you  to  be  even  fond  of  an  article  in  the 
Boyy  or  Flying-Po/I.  As  for  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
court  affairs,  I  thank  God,  1  am  almoft  as  ignorant  as 
you  are,  to  my  g^-eat  eafe  and  comfort.  I  have  never 
enquired  about  any  thing,  fmce  my  lady  Majham  told 
the  dragon  J,  thatfhe  would  carry  no  more  meflages, 
nor  meddle  nor  make,  £5fr.  I  don't  know  whether 
things  were  quite  fo  bad  when  you  went.  The  dragon 
manages  this  bill  §  pretty  well,  for  you  know,  that  is 
lx\s  forte  :  and  I  believe,  at  the  rate  they  go  on,  they 

*  Alderman  Barber  made  a  prefent  of  Dr.  Snvift's,  picture,  ta- 
k(5n  in  the  early  time  of  his  life,  to  the  univerfity  of  Op^Jord.  fee 

infcription  on  it,  in  his  works,  vol.  ^IV. 
•      One  of  the  fixtecn. 
'  J  '  Lord  treafurer  Oxford."* 
4  y  To  frenjent  the  growth  of jWifm^  and  for  the  further  ferurtty 

of  the  church  oj  England,  as  by  la<v^  efablifoed.  I  t  paffed  the 
hoiilc     loi'ds,  June  \%y  1714-'' 

will 
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will  do  mifchief  to  themfelves,  and  good  to  no  body 
elfe. 

You  know,  that  Gay  goes  to  Hanover^  and  my  lord 
treafurer  has  promifed  to  equip  him.  Monday  is  the 
day  of  departure  ;  and  he  is  now  dancing  attendance 
for  money  to  buy  him  fhoes,  ftockings,  and  linen • 
The  duchefs  has  turned  him  ofF *,  which  I  am  afraid 
will  make  the  poor  man's  condition  worfe,  inftead  of 
better. 

The  dragon  was  with  us  on  Saturday  night  lafi:^ 
after  having  fent  us  really  a  moft  excellent  copy  of 
verfes.  I  really  believe,  when  he  lays  down,  he  will 
prove  a  very  good  poet.  I  remember  the  firft  part  of 
his  verfes  was  complaining  of  ill  ufage  ;  and  at  laft 
he  concludes^ 

He  that  cares  not  to  rule,  will  be  fure  to  obey* 
*^  When  fummon'd  by  Arbuthnoty  Pope^  Pamela 
and  GayJ^ 

Parnell  has  been  thinking  of  going  chaplain  to  my 
lord  Clarendon  f  ;  but  they  will  not  fay  whether  he 
fliould  or  not.  I  am  to  meet  our  club  at  the  Pall^ 
iI<f^//cofFee-houfe,  about  one  to-day,  where  we  can- 
not fail  to  remember  you.  The  queen  is  in  good 
health ;  much  in  the  fame  circumftances  with  the  2^en- 
tlcman  I  mentioned,  in  attendance  upon  her  minifters 
for  fomething  flie  cannot  obtain.    My  lord  and  my 

*  The  duchefs  of  Monmouth^  to  whom  he  had  been  fecretary. 
t  ^  Who  was  fent  by  the  queen  to  the  court  of  Hanover.'' 

Voull.  D  hdy 
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kdy  Majham^  and  lady  Fa'ir^  remember  you  kindly  ; 
and  none  with  more  fincere  refpecl  than  your  affec- 
tionate brother,  and  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOT. 

LETTER  CXX, 
Thomas  Harley*,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  June  19,  1714- 

Your  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  I 
do  not  mean  only  the  fatisfadion  onemuft  alv/aysfind 
in  hearing  from  fo  good  a  friend,  who  has  diftin- 
guiftied  himfelf  in  the  world,  and  formed  a  new  cha- 
rader,  which  nobody  is  vain  enough  to  pretend  to 
imitate.    But  you  muft  know,  the  moment  after  you 
difappeared,  1  found  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  be  un- 
concerned, and  to  flight  (as  I  really  have  done)  all 
the  filly  ftories  and  fchemes  I  met  with  every  day ;  the 
effefts  of  felf-conceit,  and  a  frightned,  hafty  defire 
of  gain.    They  a(ked  me.  Has  not  the  Dean  left  the 
town  ?  Is  not  Dr.  Svjtft  gone  into  the  country  ?  Yes. 
And  I  would  have  gone  into  the  country  too,  if  I 
had  not  learned,  one  cannot  be  hurt,  till  one  turns 
one's  back  :  for  which  reafon,  I  will  go  no  more  on 
their  errands.    But  ferioufly,  you  never  heard  fuch 
bellowing  about  the  town  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
efpecially  among  the  fliarpers,  fellers  of  bear-(kins  f, 

♦  This  gentleman  was  coufm  to  the  lord  treafurer.  He  died  In 
'Jan.  i737>  ^"'d  left  his  eftate  to  Ed-ward  Harley,  Efq; 
-J-  Stock-jobbers.  He  who  fells  that,  of  which  he  is  not  pof- 
x  felTed, 
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Slid  the  red- of  that  kind :  norfuch  crying  and  fqualling 
among  the  ladies;  infomuchthat  it  has  at  laft  reached 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  which  I  am  forry  for,  becaufe 
it  is  hot  and  uneafy  fitting  there  in  this  feafoii  of  the 
year.  But  1  was  told  to-day,  that  in  fome  countries, 
people  are  forced  to  \vatch  day  and  night,  to  keep 
wild-beafts  out  of  their  coi-n.  Do  you  not  pity  me, 
for  yielding  to  fuch  grave  fayings,  to  be  ftifled  every 
day  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ? 

When  I  was  out  of  England^  I  ufed  to  receive  four 
or  five  letters  each  pofl:  v/ith  this  pafl^age,  as  for  what 
pafles  here,  you  will  be  informed  by  others  much 
better  therefore  I  fiiall  not  trouble  you  with  anything- 
of  that  fort."  You  will  give  me  leave  to  ufe  it  now, 
as  my  excufe  to  you  for  not  writing  news.  I  hope  ho- 
neftG^;;  will  be  betterfuppliedby  fome  friend  or  other. 
Before  I  received  your  direflion,  I  had  ordered  my 
fervant,  who  comes  ntxt  Monday  out  o(  Hereford/hire y 
to  leave  your  horfe  at  the  Crown  in  Farrington^  where 
you  can  eafily  fend  for  him.  I  hear  he  was  fo  fat,  they 
could  not  travel  him  till  he  was  taken  down ;  and  I 
ordered  he  fhould  go  fliort  journeys :  he  is  of  a  good 
breed,  and  therefore  I  hope  will  prove  well;  if  not  ufe 
him  like  a  baftard,  .and  I  will  chufe  another  for  you. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  mofi:  faithful  humble  fervant, 

T-  HARLEY. 

fcfTed,  is  fald  proverbially  to  fell  the  bear's  fkln,  while  the  bear 
runs  in  the  woods.  And  it  being  common  for  ftock-jobbers  to 
make  contraas  for  transferring  ftock  at  a  future  time,  though 
they  were  not  pofTeffcdof  the  ftock  to  be  transferred,  they  w^re 
cslied  fellers  of  bear-fkins. 

D  2  L  E  T- 
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1;  E  T  T  E  R  CXXI. 
Mr.  T  H  0  M  A  s  *  to  Dr.  S  w  I F  T. 

REV.  SIR,  June  22,  17 14, 

It  was  with  fome  difficulty,  that  I  prevailed  with 
myfelf  to  forbear  acknowledging  your  kind  letter.  I 
can  only  tell  you,,  it  fliall  be  the  bufmefs  of  my  life, 
to  endeavour  to  deferve  the  opinion  you  exprefs  of 
me,  and  thereby  to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  your  friendfliip. 

My  lord  treafurer  does,  upon  all  occafions,  da 
jufticeto  your  merit;  and  has  expreffed  to  all  his 
friends  the  great  efteem  he  has  for  fo  hearty  and  ho- 
neft  a  friend,  and  particularly  on  occafion  of  the  letter 
you  mention  to  have  lately  writ  to  him.  And  all  his 
friends  can  inform  you  with  what  pleafurehe  commu- 

nicated  it  to  them. 

And  now  for  bufinefs;  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that 
laft  Thurfday  I  received  the  50/.  (which  now  waits 
your  orders)  and  dated  your  receipt  accordingly, 
which  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Whctharriy  who  paid  me  the 
money. 

1  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you  how  matters  go.  Our 
friend  fays  very  bad.  I  am  fanguine  enough  to  hope 
not  worfe. 

1  am,  with  all  poffible  efteem,  ever  yours, 

WILLIAM  THOMAS. 

*  Secretary  to  lord  treafurer* 

LET- 
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LETTER  CXXII. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift, 

DEAR  BROTHER,      Kenfington,  JuneaS,  17140 

X  Had  almofl:  refolved  not  to  write  to  you,  for  fear 
of  difturbing  fo  happy  a  ftate  as  you  defcribe.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  little  of  the  devil,  that  cannot  en- 
dure any  body  Ihould  enjoy  a  paradife,  almoft  pro- 
voked me  to  give  you  a  long  and  melancholy  ftate  of 
our  affairs.  For  you  muft  know,  that  it  is  juft  my 
own  cafe.  I  have  with  great  induftry  endeavoured  to 
live  in  ignorance,  but  at  the  fame  time  would  enjoy 
Kenfington  garden  ;  and  then  fome  bufy  difcontented 
body  or  another  comes  juft  acrofs  me,  and  begins  a 
difmal  ftory ;  and  before  I  go  to  fupper,  I  am  as  full 
of  grievances  as  the  moft  knowing  of  them. 

I  v^iW  plague  you  a  little,  by  telling  you  the  dragon 
dies  hard.  He  is  now  kicking  and  cuffing  about  him 
like  the  devil :  and  you  know  parliamentary  manage- 
ment is  the  forte^  but  no  hopes  of  any  fettlcment  be* 
tween  the  two  champions.  The  dragon  faid  laft  night 
to  my  lady  Majham  and  me,  that  it  is  with  great  in- 
duftry he  keeps  his  friends,  who  are  very  numerous, 
from  pulling  all  to  pieces.  Gay  had  a  hundred poupd$ 
in  due  time,  and  went  away  a  happy  man.  I  have 
folicited  both  lord  treafurer  and  lord  BoUnghroke 
ftrongly  for  the  Parnelian^  and  gave  them  a  memorial 
the  other  day.  Lord  treafurer  fpeaks  mighty  affec- 
tionately of  him,  which  you  know  is  an  ill  fign  in 

D  3  ecclc* 
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ccclefiaftical  preferments.    Witnefs  fome,  that  you 
and  I  know,  when  the  contrary  was  the  beft  fign  in 
the  world.    Pray  remember  Martin     who  is  an  in- 
nocent fellow,  and  will  not  difturb  your  folitude.  The 
ridicule  of  medicine  is  fo  copious  a  fubjecl,  that  I 
muft  only  here  and  there  touch  it.  I  have  made  him 
ftudy  phyfic  from  the  apothecary's  bill,  where  there 
is  a  good  plentiful  field  for  a  fatyr  upon  the  prefent 
pradice.    One  of  his  projeds  was,  by  a  ftamp  upon 
bliftering  plaifters  and  melilot  by  the  yard,  to  raife 
money  for  the  government,  and  to  give  it  to  Raiclijffe 
and  others  to  farm.    But  there  was  like  to  be  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  WeJlminJ}er'^ 
who  had  no  mind  to  be  flead.  There  was  ^  problem 
about  the  dofes  of  purging  medicines  publifhed  four 
years  ago,  fliewing,  that  they  ought  to  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  bulk  of  the  patient.  From  thence  Martin 
endeavours  to  determine  the  queftion  about  the  weight 
of  the  ancient  men,  by  the  dofes  of  phyfic,  that  were 
given  them.    One  of  his  beft  inventions  was  a  map 
of  difeafesfor  the  three  cavities  of  the  body,  and  one 
foi  the  external  parts ;  jnft  like  the  four  quarters  of 
tTie  world.    Then  the  great  difeafes  are  like  capital 
cities,  with  their  fymptoms  all  like  ftreetsand  fuburbs, 
wlththeroads,  that  lead  to  other  difeafes.  Itis  thicker 
fet  with  towns  than  any  Flanders  map  you  ever  faw. 
Katcliffe  is  painted  at  the  corner  of  the  map,  contend- 
ing for  the  univerfal  empire  of  this  world,  and  the 

■  ^ 

^^^  laartmusScribkrus,  of  whom  Fi?/^,  ArbutJmty  and  others^ 
vrtre  to  write  the  memoirs. 
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reft  of  the  phyficlans  oppofing  his  ambitious  defigns, 
with  a  projeft  of  a  treaty  of  partition  to  fettle  peace. 

There  is  an  excellent  fubje£l  of  ridicule  from 
fome  of  the  German  phyficians,  who  fet  up  a  fenfitive 
foul  as  a  fort  of  firft  minifter  to  the  rational.  Helmont 
calls  him  Arch^iis,  Dolisus  calls  him  Microcof?netor. 
He  has  under  him  feveral  other  genii,  that  refide  in 
the  particular  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  prince 
Cardhnelech  in  the  heart;  Gajleronax  in  the  ftooiach; 
and  the  plajiick  prince  in  the  organs  of  generation.  I 
believe  I  could  make  you  laugh  at  the  explication  of 
diftempers  from  the  wars  and  alliances  of  thofe 
princes  ;  and  hew  the  firft  minifter  gets  the  better  of 
his  miftrefs  Anima  Rationalis. 

Thebeft  is,  that  it  is  making  reprifals  upon  the  po- 
liticians, who  are  fure  to  allegorife  ,all  the  animal 
ceconomy  into  ftate  affairs.  Pope  has  been  colle£ling 
high  flights  of  poetry,  which  are  very  good  3  they  are 
to  be  folemn  nonfenfe. 

I  thought  upon  the  following  the  other  day,  as  I 
was  going  into  my  coach,  the  duft  being  troublefome. 

The  duft  in  fmaller  particles  arofe. 
Than  thofe,  which  fluid  bodies  do  compofe: 
Contraries  in  extremes  do  often  meet ; 
'Twas  now  fo  dry  that  you  might  call  it  wet, 

I  don't  give  you  thefe  hints  to  divert  you,  but  that  you 
may  have  your  thoughts,  and  work  upon  them. 

1  know  you  love  me  heartily,  and  yet  I  will  not 
own,  that  you  love  me  better  than  I  love  you.  My 

D  4  lord 
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lord  and  lady  Majham  love  you  too,  and  read  your 
letter  to  me  with  pleafure.  My  lady  fays  fhe  will 
write  to  you,  whether  you  write  to  her  or  not*  Dear 
friend,  adieu* 

LETTER  CXXIII. 
Mr.  John  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift. 

HONOURED  SIR,       London,  July  6,  1714, 

I  Had  yours  of  the  3d  inftant,  and  am  heartily 
glad  of  your  being  in  health,  which  I  hope  will  con- 
tinue. Pray  draw  what  bills  you  pleafe :  I'll  pay  them 
on  demand. 

I  fortunately  met  lord  Bolingbroke  yefterday,  the 
minute  I  had  your  letter.  I  attacked  him  for  fome 
wine,  and  he  immediately  ordered  you  two  dozen  of 
red  French  wine,  and  one  dozen  of  ftrong  Arizana 
white  wine.  The  hamper  will  be  fent  to-mor- 
row by  Robert  Stone^  the  Wantage  carrier,  and  will  be 
there  on  Friday,  I  am  afraid  it  will  coft  you  5  s,  to 
Georgey  my  lord's  butler  ;  but  I  would  do  nothing 
without  order.  My  lord  bid  me  tell  you  this  morn- 
ing, that  he  will  write  to  you,  and  let  you  know,  that 
as  great  a  philofopher  as  you  are,  you  have  had  the 
pip ;  that  the  public  affairs  are  carried  on  with  the 
fame  zeal  and  quick  difpatch  as  when  you  was  there  ; 
nay,  they  that  are  improved  in  feveral  particulars  \ 
that  the  fame  good  underftanding  continues^  that  he 
hopes  the  world  will  be  the  better  for  your  retirement  ^ 
jhat  your  inimitable  pen  was  never  more  wanted  than 

nows 
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now  ;  and  more,  which  I  cannot  remember.  I  be- 
lieve heexpefts  you  fliould  write  to  him.  He  fpoke 
many  afFedlionate  and  haudfome  things  in  your  fa- 
vour. I  told  him  your  ftory  of  the  fpaniel,  which 
made  him  laugh  heartily.    1  am,  &c. 

LETTER  CXXIV. 
Mr.  John  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift. 

S  I  R,  Lambart  Hill,  July  6,  17 14. 

I  Thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  pac- 
ket *  fent  laft  Sunday.  I  have  fhewn  it  only  to  oneper- 
fon,  who  is  charmed  with  it,  and  will  make  fomefmall 
alterations  and  aditions  to  it,  with  your  leave.  You 
will  the  eafier  give  leave,  when  I  tell  you,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  beft  pens  in  England.  Pray  favour  me 
with  a  line.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

John  barber. 

Indorfed  thus  by  the  Dean  ; 
John  Barber's  letter  about  the  pamphlet.'* 

LETTER  CXXV. 
Mr.  Thomas  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  July6,  1714. 

1  Should  not  have  prefumed  to  break  in  upon 
your  retirements,  nor  fomuch  as  enquire  for  your  ad- 
drefs,  had  not  the  enclofed  given  me  a  fair  occafion 

*  Probably  Free  thoughts  on  the  prefent  fiate  of  affairs. 

to 
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toafk  after  your  health.  I  need  not  add  any  thing  t6 
what  the  papers  will  inform  you  touching  that  affair. 
The perfon mentioned  in  the  baron's  letterhas  not  yet' 
called  upon  me.    When  you  have  indorfed  the  letter 
of  attorney,  pleafe  to  return  that  and  the  baron's  let  - 
ter, that  I  may  follow  his  dire£lions.    I  dare  not 
mention  any  thing  of  politics  to  one,  that  has  pur- 
pofely  withdi-awn  himfelf  from  the  din  of  it.  I  (hall 
only  tell  you,  that  your  friends  applaud  your  con^uft 
with  relation  to  your  own  eafej  but  they  think  it  hard 
you  fliould  abdicate  at  a  juncture  your  friendfhip 
ieems  to  be  of  moft  ufe  to  them.   I  am  fure  foipe  of 
them  want  your  advice,  as  well,  as  afllftance.  You 
will  forgive  this  digreffion  from  bufinefs,  when  I  tell 
I  fiiall  not  repeat  this  trouble,  not  having  fo  much  as 
kept  a  copy  of  your  dire6lion.  You  may  dire£i:  your 
commands  tome,  under  cover,  toourcommon  friend. 
I  hope  you  believe  me  too  fenfible  of  obligations  to 
need  formal  afTurance  of  the  fincere  refpedt,  where- 
with I  am,  reverend  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft 
humble  fervant^ 

WILLIAM  THOMAS. 

LETTER  CXXVL 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Whitehall,  July  6,  1714. 

You  give  me  fuch  good  reafons  for  your  defire  of 
knowing  what  becomes  of  our  grand  affair,  that,  to 
oblige  you,  and  perhaps  to  give  myfelf  vent,  I  will 
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tell  you  what  I  think  on  It.  The  two  ladies  *  feem  to 
have  determined  the  fall  of  the  dragon  f,  and  to  en- 
tertain a  chimerical  notion,  that  there  (hall  be  no 
Movfteur  le  Premier^  but  that  all  power  (hall  refide  in 
one,  and  profit  in  the  other.  The  man  of  Mercury  J 
fooths  them  in  this  notion  with  great  dexterity  and 
reafon,  for  he  will  be  Monfteiir  le  premier  then  of 
courfe,  by  virtue  of  the  little  feal.  His  charadleris 
too  bad  to  carry  the  great  enfigns  ;  therefore  he  takes 
another  method,  and  I  think  it  very  artful,  W%,  to 
continue  his  prefcnt  ftation,  to  which  the  power  may- 
altogether  be  as  properly  attached  as  to  the  wand,  lit 
this  brangle  l  am  ho  otherwife  coucerned,  than  that  J 
muft  lofe  part  of  the  pleafure  I  had  in  the  convcrfation 
of  my  friends.  And  that  I  am  really  apprehenfive  the 
two  ladies  may  fufier  by  the  undertaking ;  for  the  man 
of  Mercury's  bottom  is  two  narrov/,  his  faults  of  the 
firft  magnitude  ;  and  we  cannot  find,  that  there  is  any 
fcheme  in  the  world  how  to  proceed.  Mercurialis  |{ 
complains,  that  the^r^^(?/2§hasufed  him  barbaroufly; 
that  he  is  in  v/ith  the  democraticals,  and  never  con- 
ferred a  fmgle  obligation  upon  him  fince  he  had  the 
N  wand.    Le  temps  nous  eclair cir a ^ 

I  propofe  to  move  on  the  2d  of  Augnjl  to  Baih^  and 
tott^y  there,  or  go  from  thence  according  as  our 
chaos  fettles  here.    I  believe  I  {hall  not  go  to  Aler-^ 

*  The  queen  and  lady  Somerfet, 
f  *  Lord  treafurer  Oxford.^ 
X  *  Lord  Bolingbroke.^ 

II  *  Lord  Bolingbroke,'^ 
%  ^  Lord  treafurer." 
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eathyj  otherwife  I  would  attend  you.  fliall  not  wc 
meet  at  Bath?  Before  I  began  this  paragraph,  I 
fhould  have  added  fomethingto  the  former,  which  is 
that  the  dragon  is  accufed  of  having  betrayed  his 
friends  yefterday  upon  the  matter  of  the  three  expla- 
natory articles  of  the  Spanijh  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  he  allowed  not  to  be  beneficial,  and  that  the 
queen  might  better  prefs  for  their  being  changed,  if 
it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  they  ought  to  be  fo.  The 
addrefs  then  paffed  without  a  negative. 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  gave  me  of  the 
farm  in  Buckinghamjhire.  I  could  like  the  thing,  and 
the  price  too  very  well ;  but  when  it  comes  to  a  point 
I  own  my  weaknefs  to  you.  I  can't  work  myfelf  up 
to  a  refolution,  whilft  I  have  any  hope  of  the  200/.  a 
Year  I  told  you  of  in  my  own  parifli;  it  lies  now  at 
fale  :  if  I  mifs,  I  would  catch  greedily  at  the  other. 

When  I  am  at  the  Bath  I  will  fet  down  the  hints 
you  defire, 

LETTER  CXXVII. 
Charles  Ford      Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  July  6  f . 

If  Barber  be  not  a  very  great  blockhead,  Ifliallfoon 
fend  you  a  letter  in  print,  in  anfwer  to  your  laft  :  I 

♦  This  gentleman  was  by  the  Dean's  intereft  made  Gazeetteer, 
See  the  Dean's  letter  to  Mrs.  Dinghy^  dated  July  i,  1712. 

f  The  year  is  omitted,  butitfhould  be  1714..  This  letter  Is 
iudorled    affairs  go  worfe.'' 

hope 
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hope  it  may  be  next  poft,  for  he  had  it  on  Suftday.  I 
took  care  to  blot  the  e's  out  of  onely^  and  the  a'a 
out  of  fcheamcj  which  I  fuppofe  is  the  meaning  of 
your  queftion,  whether  I  correded  it?  I  don't  know 
any  other  alteration  it  wanted  ;  and  I  made  none  ex- 
cept in  one  paragraph,  that  I  changed  theprefent  to 
the  paft  tenfe  four  times ;  and  I  am  not  fure  I  did 
right  in  it  neither.    There  is  fo  great  a  tendernefs 

and  regard  all  along  to  the  ,  that  I  could  have 

wiQied  this  expreflion  had  been  out  [the  uncertain  ti- 
morous nature  of  the  ].    But  there  was  no 

ftriking  it  out  without  fpoiling  the  beauty  of  the  paf- 
fage  :  And  as,  if  Thad  been  the  author  myfelf,  I  pre- 
ferred beauty  to  difcretion,  I  really  think  it  is  at  leaf?: 
equal  to  any  thing  you  have  writ ;  and  I  dare  fay  it 
will  do  great  fervice  as  matters  ftand  at  prefent  *. 

The  Colonel  f,  and  his  friends,  give  the  game  for 
loft  on  their  fide ;  and  I  believe  by  next  week  we 
ftiall  fee  lord  Bolinghroke  at  the  head  of  afFairs.  The 
bifhop  of  Rochejier  %  is  to  be  lord  privy  feal.  They 
talk  of  feveral  other  alterations,  as  that  my  lord  Tre- 
mr  is  to  be  prefident  of  the  council  3  lord  Abingdon^ 

*  It  Is  not  known  that  the  Dean  publifhed,  or  was  about  to 
publifh  any  thing  at  this  time,  except  the  Free  Thoughts,  It  is 
therefore  probable  that  this  tra6l  was  printing,  or  printed,  when 
theDeanfuppreflTed  itfor  the  reafons  mentioned  before.  The 
words  however,  which  Mr.  Ford  fajs  he  could  have  wifhed  to 
have  blotted  out,  but  fpared  for  the  beauty  of  the  palTage,  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  copy  printed  in  the  Dean's  works  j  nor 
i$  it  eafy  to  determine  where  they  originally  flood, 

t  Lord  Oxford. 

X  See  Lews'z  letter  of  Augujl-io^  1714^ 
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lord  Chaniherlaln  \  lord  Anglefey^  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  \  that  Mr  Bromley  *  is  to  go  out,  and  a  great 
many  more  in  leffer  employments.    I  fancy  thefe  re- 
ports are  fpread  to  draw  in  as  many  as  they  can  to  op- 
pofe  the  new  fcheme.    1  can  hardly  think  any  body 
will  be  turned  out  of  the  cabinet,  except  the  trea- 
farer  and  the  privy  feal  f.    Perhaps  my  lord  Fankt  % 
may  lay  down.  Certainly  the  fecretary  may  continue 
in,  it  he  pleafes,  and  I  don't  hear  that  he  is  difpofed 
to  refign,  or  that  he  is  fo  attached  to  any  minifter,  as 
to  enter  into  their  refentments.    W  hat  has  ^ohn  of 
Bucks  II  done  ?  and  yet  the  report  is  very  ftrong,  that 

he  is  to  be  fucceeded  by  my  lord  T  or  §.  The 

duke  of  Shrewsbury  was  one  out  of  eight  or  nine  lords, 
that  flood  by  my  lord  Bolinghroke^^^^x^^-^-^ ^  in  the  de- 
bate about  the  Spanijh  treaty,  and  fpoke  with  a  good 
deal  of  fpirit.  Is  it  likely  he  is  to  be  turned  out  of 
all  ?  The  lords  have  made  a  reprefentation  to  the 
queen,  in  which  they  defire  her  to  furmount  the  in- 
furmountable  difficulties  the  Spanijh  trade  lies  under 
by  the  laft  treaty.  It  is  thought  there  was  a  majority 
in  the  houfe  to  have  prevented  fuch  reflection  upon 
the  tacaty^  if  they  had  come  to  a  divifion.  The  cla- 
mour of  the  merchants,  v/hig  and  tory,  has  been  too 

*  Secretary  for  the  northern  provinces, 
-f-  Lord  Dartmouth, 
J  Lord  fteward. 

tl  ^  John  ShefieU,  duke  of  Bucki^gtam/hin,'' 

§  *  Ti  C'Vory  lord  chief  juflice  of  the  common -pleas.  He  had 

been  created  lord  ^re^i'or  of  Bromkam  in  BedforJJhire^  January 

I,  1711-12.' 

great 
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great  to  have  pafled  a  vote  in  vindication  of  it,  as  it 
ftands  ratified.  But  my  lord  Arigiefey  2i.nA  his  fqua- 
dron  feemed  willing  to  oppofe  any  cenfure  of  it ;  and 
yet  this  reprefentation  was  fufFered  to  pafs  nobodr 
knows  how.  To-day  they  are  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  queen's  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  defiring  to 
know  who  advifed  her  to  ratify  the  explanation  of  the 
three  articles.  She  fent  them  word  flie  thought  there 
was  little  difference  between  that  and  what  was  figned 
at  Utrecht.  When  they  rife  I  will  tell  you  what  they 
have  done.  The  laft  money-bill  was  fent  up  yefler- 
day  ;  fo  that  in  all  probability  the  parliament  will  be 
up  in  two  or  three  days,  and  then  we  fliall  be  enter- 
tained with  court  affairs.  I  hope  you  got  minelafl 
poft,  and  one  a  fortnight  ago.  Will  the  change  of 
the  miniftry  efFeit  Elwood F  He  is  in  pain  about  it.  I 
am  told  the  people  of  Irela?7.d  are  making  a  ftrong  op- 
pofition  againft  the  prefent  provofl. 

Theconfideration  of  the  queen's  anfwer  is  deferred 
till  to-morrow.  I  am  now  with  lord  Guildford  and 
three  other  commillioners  of  trade,  who  were  exa- 
mined to-day  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  They 
are  prodigiouflypleafed  with  what  has  been  done.  But 
I  don't  underftandit  well  enough  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  it.  For  the  rapture  they  are  in  hinders 
them  from  explaining  themfelves  clearly.  I  can  only 
gather  from  their  manner  of  difcourfe,  that  they  are 
come  off  without  cenfure. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXXVIII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

g  J  London,  July  lo,  1718* 

WHat  anfwer  ftiall  I  fend  ?  I  am  againft  any  alte- 
ration, but  additions,  T  think,  ought  by  no  means  to 
be  allowed.  I  wifli  I  had  called  fooner  at  St.  Dun- 
jlan% ;  but  I  did  not  expeft  it  would  have  come  out 
till  Thurfday,  and  therefore  did  not  go  there  till  ye- 
fterday.  Pray  let  me  know  what  you  would  have  done. 
Barber  wzs  a  blocHhead  to  havefhewed  it  at  all ;  but 
who  can  help  that  ?  Write  an  anfwer  either  for  your- 
felf  or  me  j  but  I  beg  of  you  to  make  no  condefcen- 

fions  *.  J 

Yefterday  put  an  end  to  the  feffion,  and  to  your 
n^m  We  o-ained  a  glorious  viaory  at  the  houfe  of 
lords  the  day  before  :  the  attack  was  made  immedi- 
ately on  Jrthur  Moore  f,  who  appeared  at  the  bar, 
with  the  other  commiffioners  of  trade.  The  Sak/^- 
company  had  prepared  the  way  for  a  cenfure,  by 
voting  him  guiltyof  abreach  of  truft,  and  mcapable 
of  fervin-  them  in  any  office  for  the  future.  This 
paffed  without  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  in  his  de- 
fence and  had  the  ufual  fate  of  fuch  unreafonable  re- 
fieaions.  Thofe,  who  propofed  the  refolutions,  were 
blamed  for  their  violence ;  and  the  perfon  accufed, 

*  This  probably  relates  to  the  "  Free  thoughts^  _ 
+  '  One  of  the  commiffionere  of  trade  and  plantations,  who 
wal  accufed  of  being  bribed  by  the  court  of  Spain,  to  favour  that 
kincdominthetfcaty  ofcommercemadebetween  itand  England. 

^  appearing 
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appearing  to  be  lefs  guilty  than  they  made  him,  was 
thought  to  be  more  innocent  than  I  doubt  he  is.  The 
whigs  propofed  two  queftions  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
againfl:  him,  and  loft  both,  one  by  twelve,  and  the 
other,  I  think,  by  eighteen  votes. 

Court  affairs  go  on  as  they  did.  The  cry 
ftill  on  the  captain's  fide  *.  Is  not  he  the  perfon  Bar^ 
Bermcms  by  one  of  the  beft  pens  in  England?  It  is 
only  my  own  conjecture,  but  I  can  think  of  nobody 
elfe.  Have  you  the  queen's  fpeech,  the  lord's  ad- 
drefs,  &c.  orfhall  I  fend  them  to  you  ?  and  do  you 
want  a  comment  ?  Have  Pope  and  Parnell been  to  vi* 
fit  you  as  they  intended  ? 

I  had  a  letter  yefterday  from  Gay^  who  is  at  the 
Haguej  and  presents  his  humble  fervice  to  you.  He 
has  writ  to  Mr.  Lewis  too,  but  his  refpedt  makes  him 
keep  greater  diftance  with  him  )  and  I  think  mine  is 
the  pleafanter  letter,  which  I  am  forry  for. 

We  were  alarmed  by  B,  f  two  days  ago ;  he  fent 
Tooke  wovd^  our  friend  was  ill  in  the  country;  which, 
we  did  not  know  how  to  interpret,  till  he  explained  it. 
It  was  Mrs.  M.  %  he  meant ;  but  fh^  is  in  no  danger. 
Pray,  write  immediately,  that  there  may  be  no  fur- 
ther delay  to  what  we  ought  to  have  had  a  week  agp» 

♦  Lord  Bolinghroke-,  alluding  ta his  difference  with  lord  Oa^- 
fc^'d.    See  the  next  letter, 
t  Probably  Jobn  Barber. 

t  Probably  Mrs  Mankj,  the  wrlterof  the  Atalantis,  wholiverf 
wth  Barber  at  that  time. 


E  LET- 
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LETTER  CXXIX. 
Dr.  ARB  UTH  NOT  to  Dr.  Swift- 
dear  BROTHER,      Kenfinj:ton,  July  10,  1714' 
I  Have  talked  of  your  affairs  to  nobody  but  my 
lady  Majham.  She  tells  me,  that  fte  has  it  very  much 
at  heart,  and  would  gladly  do  it  for  her  own  fake 
and  that  of  her  friends ;  but  thinks  it  not  a  fit  feafon 
to  fpeak  about  it.    We  are  indeed  in  fuch  a  ftrange 
condition  as  to  politics,  that  nobody  can  tell  now 
who  is  for  who.    It  were  really  worth  your  while  to 
be  here  for  four  and  twenty  hours  only,  to  confider  the 
oddnefs  of  the  fcenc.    I  am  fure  it  would  make  you 
relifh  your  country  life  the  better. 

The  dragon  holds  faft  with  a  dead  gripe  the  little 
machine     If  he  would  have  taken  but  half  fo  much 
pains  to  have  done  other  things,  as  he  has  of  late,  to 
exert  himfelf  againft  the  efquire,  he  mighthave  been 
a  dragon,  inftead  of  a  dagon,  I  would  no  more  have 
ftifFered  and  done  what  he  has,  than  I  would  have 
fold  myfelf  to  the  gallies.  Hac  inter  nos.  However, 
they  have  got  rid  of  the  parliament,  and  may  have 
time  to  think  of  a  fcheme  :  perhaps  they  may  have 
one  already.    I  know  nothing,  but  it  is  fit  to  rally 
the  broken  forces  under  fome  head  or  another,  l  hey 
really  did  very  well  the  laft  day  but  one  m  the  houfe 
of  lords  ;  but  yefterday,  there  were  in  a  flame  about 
the  queen's  anfwer,  till  the  queen  came  m,  and  put 
an  end  to  it. 

«  His  treafurer's  ftaff.  _ 
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The  dragon  fhewed  me  your  letter,  and  feemed 
mightily  pleafed  with  it.  He  has  paid  ten  pounds  for 
the  manufcript,  of  which  1  believe  there  are  feveral  in 
town. 

It  is  a  *  hiftory  of  the  laft  invafion  of  Scotlaiidy 
wrote  juft  as  plain,  though  not  fo  well,  as  another  hi- 
ftory, which  you  and  I  know,  with  characters  of  all 
the  men  now  living,  the  very  names  and  invitation, 
that  was  fent  to  the  pretender.  This  by  a  flaming 
"Jacobite^  that  wonders  all  the  world  are  not  fo.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  a  whig,  that  perfonates  a  Jacobite.  I 

*  This  hiilory  was  publifhed  about  ten  days  after  ;  bein^ 
conveyed  to  the  prefs  by  fomeof  the  tranfcribing  clerks.  The 
author  laments  the  mlfcarriags  of  the  pretender's  expedition  to 
Scstlandy  and  hates  the  union,  as  a  bar  to  the  like  defigns  of 
France  for  the  future.  It  is  plain  enough  from  the  preface,  what 
induced  Dr.  Arhuthnot  (who  had  only  read  the  two  firft  fheets  of 
it  in  manufcript)  to  fay  to  the  Dean,  ltnx)as  nvrote  as  plain  y  though 
not  fo  ^elly  as  another  hiftory  y  thatyou  and Iknouu,  He  means  here, 
Dr  Spiffs  hiftory  of  the  peace  of  Utrechty  which  he  had  then 
written,  and  had  fhewn  to  moftof  his  friends.  The  Scotch  au- 
thor gives  this  account  of  his  own  work  in  the  preface,  That  ha* 
<ving  ufed  a  little  freedom  ^ith  fenjeralferfons  of  rank  andpoi^ver 
in  the  chraflers  I  ha^ve  gi^en  of  themy  and  in  the  relation  of  fe'veral 
matters  of  j act  ;  common  prudence  requires  thefe  memoir s  fhouldlie 
dormant,  till  fuch  he  out  of  capacity  to  refent  the  fame  either 
on  myfelfor  poferity.    From  thefe  words  it  is  plain,  Dr.  Ar-^ 
buthnot  did  expe6l  to  find  the  characters  of  fome  confiderable 
perfons  of  that  age  drawn  in  that  work,  with  the  fame  freedom, 
that  he  found  fome  others  in  the  Dean's  hiftory;  though  he  well 
knew,  that  this  obfcure  writer  was  as  far  inferior  to  his  friend 
in  genius,  as  he  was  difterent  in  principles,  the  Dean  having  al  - 
ways  been  fo  firmly  attached  to  the  proteftant  fettlement,  that 
he  never  did,  either  direClly  or  indireflly,  write,  or  advife  his 
-—friends  to  write,  one  word  in  favour  of  the  pretender. 

E  2  faw 
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faw  two  flicets  of  the  beginning,  which  was  treafon 
every  line.  If  it  goes  on  at  the  fame  rate  of  plain- 
dealing,  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  piece,  and  worth 
your  while  to  come  up  to  fee  it  only.  Mr.  LockharU 
they  fay,  owns  it.  It  is  no  more  his  than  it  is  mine. 
Do  not  be  fo  dogged  \  but,  after  the  firft  ftiower, 
come  up  to  town  for  a  week  or  fo.  It  is  worth  your 
while.  Your  friends  will  be  glad  to  fee  you,  and 
none  more  than  myfelf.  Adieu. 

LETTER  CXXX. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

July  13,  1714- 

I  Never  laughed,  my  dear  Dean,  at  your  leaving 
the  town  :  on  the  contrary,  I  thought  thd  refolution 
of  doing  fo,  at  the  time  when  you  took  it,  ^  very 
wife  one.  But,  I  confefs,  I  laughed,  and  very  hear^ 
tily  too,  when  I  heard,  that  you  afFeaed  to  find, 
within  the  village  of  Letcombe^  all  your  heart  de- 
fired.    In  a  word,  I  judged  of  you,  juft  as  you  tell 
me  in  your  letter,  that  I  ftiould  judge.  If  my  grooms 
did  not  live  a  happier  life  than  I  have  done  this  great 
while,  I  am  fure  they  would  quit  my  fervice.  Be 
pleafed  to  apply  this  refleaion.    Indeed,  I  wifh  I 
.  had  been  with  you,  with  Pope  and  Parnell,  quibus  ne- 
que  animi  candidiores.  In  a  little  time,  perhaps,  I  may 
have  leifure  to  be  happy.    I  continue  in  the  fame 
opinions  and  refolutions  as  you  left  me  in  ^  I  will 
ftand  or  fall  by  them.    Adieu.   No  alteration  in  my 

4  fortune^ 
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fortune,  or  circumftances,  can  alter  that  fincere 
friendlhip,  with  which  I  am,  dear  Dean,  yours. 

I  fancy  you  will  have  a  vilit  from  that  great  poli- 
tician and  cafuift  the  duke  He  is  at  Oxford^  wit^ 
Mr.  Clarki 

LETTER  CXXXI. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efqj  to  Dr.  Swift. 

July  17,  1714. 

I  Am  forry  to  find  by  thofe,  that  have  frefher  ad- 
vices from  you,  than  yours  of  the  eleventh  inftant  to 
me,  that  Parvifirs  %  conduct:  puts  you  under  a  ne- 
cellity  of  changing  the  adminiftration ;  for  it  will 
probably  draw  you  to  Ireland^  whether  you  will  or  no. 
However,  I  hope  to  fee  you  at  Bath  three  weeks 
hence,  whatever  happens.  I  meet  with  no  man  or 
woman,  who  pretend  upon  any  probable  grounds  to 
judge  who  will  carry  the  great  point.  [A]  Our  fe- 
male friend  told  the  [Bj  dragon^  in  her  own  houfe, 

*  Perhaps  the  duke  of  Ormond, 

\  George  Clarke,  doftor  of  laws,  fellow  of  All  fouh,  who  had 
hcen  fecretary  to  prince  George  of  DenmarJiy  as  lord  high  admiral, 
and  was  member  of  parliament  for  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 

X  Par'vifol  was  the  Dean's  agent  in  Ireland,  The  Dean's 
©bfervations  on  the  names  marked  A,  B,  C,  are  thus  written 
on  the  blank  part  of  the  original  letter.  [A]  Mrs.  Ma/ham, 
who  was  the  queen's  favourite,  fell  out  In  a  rage,  reproaching 
lord  Oxford  very  injurioufly,  [B]  the  dragon^  lord  treafurer 
'Oxford,  fo  called  by  the  Dean  by  contraries  5  for  he  was  the 
mildeft,  wifeft,  and  beflf  mmifter,  that  ever  ferved  a  prince. 
[C  ]  Lord  BoUngbroke,  called  fo  by  Mr.  Lenjuis. 

E  3  lafl: 
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laft  Thurfday  morning  thefe  words  :  You  never  did  the 
queen  any  fervice^  nor  are  you  capable  of  doing  her  any. 
He  made  no  reply,  but  fupped  with  her  and  [C] 
Mercurialise  that  night,  at  her  own  houfe.    His  re- 
venge is  not  the  lefs  meditated  for  that.    He  tells  the 
words  clearly  and  diftindly  to  all  mankind.  Thofe, 
who  range  under  his  banner,  call  her  ten  thoufand 
bitches  and  kitchen-wenches.  Thofe,  who  hate  him, 
do  the  fame.    And  from  my  heart  I  grieve,  that  fhe 
(hould  give  fuch  a  loofe  to  her  paffion  j  for  ftie  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  true  friendfliip,  and  has  many  fociablc 
and  domeftic  virtues.    The  great  attorney  *,  who 
made  you  the  ftiam  offer  of  the  York/hire  living,  had 
a  long  conference  with  the  dragon  on  Thurfday ^  kiffed 
him  at  parting,  and  curfed  him  at  night.    He  went 
to  the  country  yefterday ;  from  whence,  fome  con- 
jefture,  nothing  confide rable  will  be  done  foon.  Lord 
Harley  \  and  lady  Harriot  %  went  this  morning  to 
Oxford.    He  has  finiflied  all  matters  with  lord  Pel- 
ham  II,  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  an  aa  of  parlia- 
ment.   The  compofition  was  figned  by  the  auditor, 
^nANaylor,  brother-in-law  to  Pelham.  This  day  fe'n- 
night  lord  Harley  is  to  have  the  whole  Cavendijh  eftate, 
which  is  valued  at  ten  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and 
has  upon  it  forty  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  timber. 
But  three  of  this  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year  he  had 
by  the  will.    He  remits  to  lord  Pelham  the  twenty 

*  Perhaps  lord  chancellor //iSmMr/. 

-j.  «  Edivard,  fon  to  the  lord  treafurer  Oxford: 

J  <  Wife  of  lord  Harley: 

II  *  The  prefent  duke  of  Newajik: 

thoufand 
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thoufand  pounds  charged  for  lady  Harriot's  fortune 
on  the  Hclles  eftate  ;  and  gives  him  fome  patches  of 
land,  that  lie  convenient  to  him,  to  the  value  of 
about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  more.  According  to 
my  computation,  lord  Harley  gets  by  the  agreement 
(if  the  timber  is  worth  forty  thoufand  pounds)  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  when  the 
jointures  fall  in  to  him,  will  have  fixteen  thoufand 
pounds  a  year.  But  the  cant  is,  twenty -fix  thoufand 
pounds.  Lord  Pelham  will  really  have  twenty-fix 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  from  the  Newcajlle  family, 
which,  with  his  paternal  eftate,  will  be  twice  as  much 
as  lord  Harley  The  eftate  of  the  latter  is  judged 
to  be^in  the  beft  condition ;  and  fome  vain-glorious 
friends  of  ours  fay,  it  is  worth  more  than  the  other's  3 
but  let  that  pafs.  Adieu. 

LETTER  CXXXIL 
Lord  Harley  to  Dr.  Swift. 

BROTHER  SWIFT*,         July  17,  1714. 

Y'Our  fifter  t  has  at  laft  got  rid  of  her  lawyers. 
We  are  juft  fetting  out  for  Oxford^  where  we  hope  to 
fee  you.    I  am  your  afFecftionate  brother, 

HARLEY. 

♦  A  company  of  fixteen,  all  men  of  the  firft  clafs,  in- 
cluded, dined  once  a  week  at  the  houfe  of  each  other,  by  rota- 
tion, andwentunderthe  general  denomination  of  brothers.  The 
number  was  afterwards  enlarged,  and  they  dined  at  a  tavern 
every  Thurfday,  Lord  Harley  was  one,  which  accounts  for  the 
addrefs  of  this  letter. 

f  Lady  Henrietta  Hurley ^  wife  of  lord  Harkj, 

E  4  LET 
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LETTER  CXXXIIL 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  BROTHER,     London,  July  17,  1714. 

I  Thought  it  neceffary  to  fpeak  to  lady  Majham 
about  that  affair,  becaufe  I  believe  it  will  be  necef- 
fary to  give  her  majefty  the  fame  notion  of  it,  which 
the  memorial  does  *,  and  not  that  you  are  afking  a 
little  fcandalous  falary  for  a  finecure,  Lewh  defpairs 
of  it,  and  thinks  it  quite  over  fince  a  certain  affair.  I 
will  not  think  fo.  I  gave  your  letter,  with  the  in- 
clofed  memorial  cavalierment^  to  lord  Bolinghroke.  He 
read  it,  and  feemed  concerned  at  fome  part  of  it,  ex- 
prefling  himfelf  thus ;  That  it  would  he  amongjl  th^ 
eternal  fcandals  of  the  government  to  fuffer  a  man  of  your 
chara^er^  that  had  fo  well  deferred  of  them^  to  have 
the  leaft  uneafy  thought  about  thofe  matters.  As  to  the 
fifty  pounds,  he  was  ready  to  pay  it;  and,  if  he 
had  had  it  about  him,  would  have  given  it  me.  The 
dragon  was  all  the  while  walking  with  the  duke  of 
Shrew/bury.  So  my  lord  Bolinghroke  told  me,  I  would 
immediately  ftir  in  this  matter^  but  I  know  not  how  I 
ftandwith  fome  folks ;  (for  the  duke  of  Shrew/bury  has 
taken  himfelf  to  the  dragon  in  appearance).  I  know 
how  I ftand  with  that  man  (pointing  to  the  dragon). 
But  as  to  the  other ^  I  eannot  tell ;  however,  I  will 
claim  his promife  :  and  fo  he  took  the  memorial. 

*  A  memorial  to  the  queen,  humble  defirm^  her  majefty  tO 
appoint  him  hiftoriogi  apher.  See  Snvift's  letter  to  Niifs  Fanbom' 
rigby  in  this  colle(5lion,  daud  Au^uJI  i,  17 14. 

Do 
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Do  not  think  I  make  you  a  bare  compliment  in 
what  I  am  going  to  fay ;  for  I  can  afliire  you  I  am  in 
carneft.  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  two  hundred  pound$ 
before  I  go  out  of  town,  and  you  may  command  all 
or  any  part  of  it  you  plcafc,  as  long  as  you  have  oc- 
cafion  for  it.  I  know  what  you  will  fay  \  To  fee  a 
fcoundrel  pretend  to  offer  to  lend  me  money.  Our  fituation 
at  prefent  is  in  ftiort  thus  :  they  have  rompu  en  vifiere 
with  the  dragon.^  and  yet  don't  know  how  to  do  with- 
out him.  ^yhAy  Majham  has  in  a  manner  bid  him 
dcjfiance,  without  any  fcheme  or  likenefs  of  it  in  any 
form  or  (hape,  as  far  as  I  can  fee.  Notwithftanding 
he  vifits,  cringesj  flatters,  dffc.  which  is  beyond  my 
comprehenfion. 

I  have  a  very  comical  account  of  Letcombey  and  the 
dean  of  5/.  Patrick'sj  from  Pope^  with  an  epifode  of 
the  burning-glafs.  I  was  going  to  make  an  epigram 
upon  the  imagination  of  your  burning  your  own  hi- 
ftory  with  a  burning-glafs.  I  wifli  Pope  or  Parnell 
would  put  it  into  rhime.  The  thought  is  this :  Apollo 
fpeaks,  ^  That  fince  he  had  infpired  you  to  reveal 

*  thofe  things,  which  were  hid,  even  from  his  own 

*  light,  fuch  as  the  feeble  fprings  of  fome  great 

*  events;  and  perceiving  that  a  faSion,  who  could 
^  not  bear  their  deeds  to  be  brought  to  light,  had 

*  condemned  it  to  an  ignominious  flame;  that  it 

*  might  not  periih  fo,  he  was  refclved  to  confume  it 

*  with  his  own;  aceleftial  one.'  And  then  you  muft 
conclude  with  fome  fimile;  thus,  IS  a.  'I'here  are 
twp  or  three  that  will  fit  it. 

iVhi/kn 
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VVhtpn  has  at  laft  publifhed  his  projea  of  the  lon- 
gitude ;  the  moft  ridiculous  thing,  that  ever  was 
thought  on.    But  a  pox  on  him !  he  has  fpoiled  one 
of  my  papers  of  Scriblerus^  which  was  a  propofal  for 
the  longitude,  not  very  unlike  his,  to  this  purpofe; 
that  fince  there  was  no  pole  for  eaft  and  weft,  that  all 
the  princes  of  Europe  ftiould  join  and  build  two  pro- 
digious poles,  upon  high  mountains,  with  a  vaft 
light  houfe  to  ferve  for  a  pole-ftar.    I  was  thinking 
of  a  calculation  of  the  time,  charges,  and  dimenfions. 
Now  you  muft  underftand,  his  projeft  is  by  light- 
houfes,  and  explofion  of  bombs  at  a  certain  hour. 

Lewis  invited  me  to  dinner  to-day,  and  has  difap- 
pointed  me.  I  thought  to  have  faid  fomething  more 
about  you.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but,  my 
dear  friend,  adieu. 


LETTER  CXXXIV. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  July  20,  I7i4« 

W^HO  would  ever  do  any  thing  for  them,  when 
they  are  fo  negligent  of  their  own  intereft  ?  The  cap-- 
tain  muft  fee  what  ufe  it  would  be  to  him  to  have  it 
publiflied,  and  yet  he  has  not  returned  it.  You  have 
another  copy  by  you  ;  I  wifti  you  would  fend  it ;  and 
if  you  don't  care  it  fhould  appear  in  your  own  hand, 
1  will  get  it  tranfcribed.  My  fecretary  is  a  boy  of 
ten  or  eleven  years  old,  and  no  difcovery  can  be  made 
by  him.  I  don't  knovv^  what  my  lord  Bolingbrokem^y 

do, 
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do,  but  I  dare  fay  Barber  does  not  fufpeft  from 
whence  it  comes.  However,  I  wonder  he  has  not 
mentioned  it  to  you  *. 

I  thought  you  had  heard  the  hiftoriographer's  place 
has  been  difpofed  of  this  fortnight.  I  know  no  more 
of  him^who  has  it,  than  that  his  name  is  Maddoch  f. 
It  would  be  impudence  in  them  to  fend  for  you,  but 
I  hope  you  will  come.  A  reconcilement  is  impoffi- 
ble  \  and  I  can  guefs  no  reafon  why  matters  are  de- 
layed, unlefs  it  be  to  gain  over  fome  lords,  who 
jftick  firm  to  the  dragon^  and  others  that  are  averfe  to 
the  captain  %-  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  declares  againft' 
him  in  private  converfation;  I  fuppofe  becaufe  he  is 
againft  every  chief  minifter,  for  it  is  known  he  has  no 
kindnefs  for  the  colonel  \\.  Lord  Anglefey  rails  at  the 
chancellor,  for  fome  opinion  the  attorney  and  folli- 
citor  general  have  given  relating  to  Ireland.  Who 
can  a£l:,  when  they  have  fo  much  caprice  to  deal 
with  ? 

Mr,  Lewis  fays,  he  will  fpeak  to  Mr,  Bromley  for 
his  part,  and  will  engage  it  ftiall  be  paid  as  foon  as 
lord  Bolingbroke  has  given  his.  But  it  was  mentioned 
before  my  lord  treafurer,  and  he  immediately  took 
the  whole  upon  himfelf.  If  they  lived  near  one  ano^ 
ther,  and  a  houfe  between  them  was  on  fire,  I  fanfy 
they  would  contend  who  fiiould  put  it  out,  until  the 
whole  ftreet  were  burned.  Mn  Lewis  goes  into  IVah 

*  This  relates  to  the  Free  Thoughts* 
-f  Thomas  Maddoch^  Efcjj 
\  Lord  Bolingbrole* 
[|  1,QX^  Orxford. 

the 
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the  week  after  next.  I  (hall  have  the  whole  tdwn  t6 
'  myfelf.  Now  it  is  my  own,  I  begin  not  to  value  it; 
Pope  and  Parnell  tell  me,  you  defign  them  a  vifit. 
When  do  you  go  ?  If  you  are  with  them  in  the  middle 
of  a  v/eek,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  meet  you  there.  Let 
me  know  where  you  are  to  be  in  Herefordjbire^  and  I 
will  fend  you  fome  claret.  It  is  no  compliment,  for 
I  am  overftocked,  and  it  will  decay  before  I  drink  it. 
You  lhall  have  either  old  or  newi  1  have  two  much  of 

both.  -  ' 

Pray  fend  me  the  other  copy  *,  or  put  me  in  a  way 
of  recovering  the  former, 

I  am,  i^c^ 

LETTER  CXXXV. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

S  I  R,  Whitehall,  July  22,  1714. 

I  Received  a  letter  from  you  laft  Monday^  for  my 
lord  treafurer,  in  a  blank  cover.  Laft  Friday  lord 
chancellor  went  into  the  country,  with  adefign  toftay 
there  till  the  tenth  of  Juguji ;  but  laft  Tuefday  he  was 
fent  for  exprefs  by  lord  Bolinghroke.  Next  Tuefday  the 
queen  goes  to  Wlndfor.  What  changes  we  are  to  have, 
will  probably  appear  before  flie  goes.  Dr.  Jrbuthnct 
dines  with  me  to-day,  and  in  the  evening  we  go  to 
Kenfmgton. 

•  Of  the  Free  Thoughts^ 


LET* 
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LETTER  CXXXVI* 
The  Duke  of  ORMONDfto  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  July  22,  1714. 

J  AM  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  thought  you 
had  hid  yourfelf  from  the  world  J,  and  given  over  all 
thoughts  of  your  friends.  I  am  very  forry  for  the 
reafon  of  your  retirement.  I  am  a  witnefs  to  your  en- 
deavours to  have  made  up,  what  I  believe  the  great 
man  you  mention  will  hardly  compafs.  I  am  of  your 
opinion,  that  it  is  fhameful,  that  the  vacant  biflioprics 
are  not  difpofed  of.  I  fliall  do  all  that  lies  in  my 
power  to  ferve  the  gentlemen  that  I  have  already  men- 
tioned to  the  queen,  and  hope  with  good  fuccefs. 

For  the  lady  you  mention  ||,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
fee  her  as  often  as  I  can.  She  is  one,  that  I  have  a 
great  efteem  for.  I  fend  you  fome  Burgundy^  which. 
I  hope  you  wUl  like.  It  is  very  good  to  cure  the 
fpleen.  Believe  me  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft 
afFe£lionate  friend,  and  humble  fervant, 

O  R  M  O  N  D. 

*  See  the  letter,  to  which  this  is  an  anfwer,  in  the  volumes 
publiflied  by  Mr.  Deam  Suutft. 

f  He  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  m  the  year  171a. 
He  fuceeeded  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  his  du chefs  was  lady  of  the  bedchamber. 

X  He  was  now  retired  into  Berk/hire^ 

\  Lady  Majham. 
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LETTER  CXXXVII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  July  4»,  1714. 

PRay  fend  me  the  other  copy,  and  let  us  have  the 
benefit  of  it,  fince  you  have  been  at  the  trouble  of 

writing.  Unlefs  -*be  ferved  againft  his  v^ill, 

it  is  not  likely  to  be  done  at  all ;  but  I  think  you  ufed 
to  take  a  pleafure  in  good  offices  of  that  kind  ;  and  I 
hope  you  uron't  let  the  caufe  fufFer  ;  though  I  muft 
own,  in  this  particular,  the  perfon  v^ho  has  the  ma- 
nagement of  it  does  not  deferve  any  favour.  Nothing 

being  left  for  me  at  St.  Dunjlm's^  I  fent  to  B  f 

for  an  anfwer  to  my  laft.  He  fays,  it  is  not  yet  re- 
ftored  to  him  ;  as  foon  as  it  is,  I  fliall  have  it.  This 
delay  begins  to  make  me  think  all  minifters  are  alike; 
and  as  foon  as  the  captain  is  a  colonel,  he  will  ad  as 
his  predeceflbrs  have  done. 

The  queen  goes  ioWindfor  next  Tuefday^  and  weex- 
pe£l  all  matters  will  be  fettled  before  that  time.  We 
have  had  a  report,  that  my  lord  privy  feal  is  to  go  out 
alone;  but  the  learned  only  laugh  at  it.  The  r^/)- 
toVs  Jfriends  think  themfelves  fecure;  and  the  colo^_ 
Tiers  11  are  fo  much  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  they  only 
drink  his  health  while  is  yet  alive.  However,  it 
is  thought  he  will  fall  eafy,  with  a  penfion  of  four 

*  «  This  blank  fliould  probably  be  filled  up  with  the  word  trea- 
furer  or  Oxford  J" 

f  Barber.  J  BoUngbroke^  R  Oxford. 

thoufand 
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thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  a  dukedom.  Moll  of 
the  {launch  tories  are  pleafedwith  the  alteration  ;  and 
the  whimficals  pretend,  the  caufe  of  their  difguft  was, 
becaufe  the  whigs  were  too  much  favoured. 

In  fliort,  we  propofc  very  happy  days  to  ourfelves, 
as  long  as  this  reign  lafts  ;  and  if  the  uncertain  ti- 
morous nature  of  does  not  difappoint  us,  we 

have  a  very  fair  profpeft.  The  dragon  and  his  anta- 
gonift  *  meet  every  day  at  the  cabinet.  They  often 
eat,  and  drink,  and  walk  together,  as  if  there  was 
no  fort  of  difagreement :  and  when  they  part,  I  hear 
they  give  one  another  fuch  names,  as  nobody  but  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  could  bear,  without  cutting  throats. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  is  expelled  here  every  day. 
Dr.  Garth  fays,  he  only  comes  to  drink  the  Brijlol 
waters,  for  a  diabetes.  The  whigs  are  making  great 
preparations  to  receive  him.  But  yefterday  I  was  of- 
fered confiderable  odds,  that  not  one  of  thofe,  who 
go  out  to  meet  him,  will  vifit  him  in  half  a  year.  I 
durft  not  lay,  though  I  can  hardly  think  it.  My  lord 
Marr  is  married  to  lady  Frances  Pierrepoint ;  and  my 
lord  Dorchefter^  her  father,  is  to  be  married  next 
week  to  lady  BeL  Bentinck,  Let  me  know  if  you  go 
to  Pope's^  that  I  may  endeavour  to  meet  you  there? 
I  am,  i^c. 

*  Bolmghroke^ 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXXXVIII. 
Charles  Fori>  Efq^  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  July  24,  1714* 

We  expe£led  the  grand  affair  would  have  been  done 
yefterday,  and  now  every  body  agrees  it  will  be  to- 
night *.  The  biftiop  of  London^  lord  Bathurft^  Mr. 
Bridges^  Sir  William  Wyyidham^  and  Campion^  are 
named  for  commiffioners'  of  the  treafury,  but  I  have 
not  fufEcient  authority  for  you  to  depend  upon  it. 
They  talk  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  for  our  lord  lieute- 
nant. I  cannot  get  the  pamphlet  back  f.  Whatfhall 
I  do  ?  I  wifh  you  would  fend  me  the  other  copy. 
My  lord  Anglefey  goes  next  Monday  to  Ireland.  I  hear 
he  is  only  angry  with  the  chancellor,  and  not  at  all 
with  the  captain.    I  am,  c. 


LETTER  CXXXIX. 
Erasmus  Lewis  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Whitehall,  July  14,  17x4. 

I  Saw  lord  Harley  this  morning.  He  tells  me^ 
that  he  left  you  horridly  in  the  dumps.  I  wifti  you 
were ;  for,  after  given  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  vent 
to  our  grief  for  the  departureof  our  Don  ^ixGti  X^  wc 

*  The  difmlfnon  of  lord  Oxford. 
f  Free  'Thoughts. 

J  Lord  Ox/bri,  who  was  juft  at  this  time  difmifled  from  his  em» 

ployment  sis  firft  minifter,  and  immediately  fucceeded  by  lord  Bo- 
*^  '  .  lingbroke. 
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fliould  recover  ourfelves,  and  receive  confolation  from 
each  other.  The  triumph  of  the  enemy  makes  me 
mad.  I  feel  a  ftrange  tendernefs  within  myfelf,  and 
jfcarce  bear  the  thoughts  of  dating  letters  from  this 
place,  when  my  old  friend  is  out,  whofe  fortune  I 
have  fliared  for  fo  many  years.  But  fiat  voluntas  tua. 
The  damned  thing  is,  we  are  to  do  all  dirty  work. 
We  are  to  turn  out  Monckton  *. '  And,  I  hear,  we  are 
to  pafs  the  newcommiffion  of  the  treafury.  For  God's 
fake,  -yNuX-^toXz.^^  Majham^  in  favour  of  poor  ?7?cw<7jf, 
to  preferve  him  from  ruin.  I  will  fecond  it.  J  in- 
tended to  have  wrote  to  you  a  long  letter  ;  but  the 
moment  I  had  turned  this  page,  I  had  intelligcncJe 
that  the  dragon  had  broke  out  into  a  fiery  paiSon  with 

linghroke.  On  *Tuefday  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fame  month  he 
fxirrendered  his  ftafF  as  lord  treafurer,  and  on  the  thirtieth  lord 
Shrenvjhury  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  in  that  office.  See  th^ 
letter  from  Mr.  Fordy  dated  July  31 ;  and  an  enquiry  into  the  be* 
haviour  of  thequeen^s  laft  miniftry,  in  the  volumes  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Deane  S^ivift. 

*  Robert  Moncktauy  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  trade  and  plan* 
tations,  who  had  given  information  again  ft  Arthur  Moore,  one  of 
his  brother  commifTioners,  for  accepting  a  bribe  from  the  SpaniJB 
court,  to  get  the  treaty  of  commerce  continued. 

f  Mr.  TbomasYi^di  been  fecretary  under  the  old  commiffion  of 
the  treafury,  and  he  wrote  to  the  Dean,  by  the  fame  poft,  for  a 
recommendation  to  lady  Ma/ham,  either  to  be  continued  in  the 
fame  office  under  the  new  eommiffioners,  or  to  be  confidered  in 
fome  other  manner,  byway  of  compenfation.  He  urges  a  pre- 
cedent for  this  in  the  cafe  of  his  predecelTor,  who,  being  re- 
moved from  hia  poft  of  fecretary,  got  the  office  of  comtroller  of 
the  lotteries,  worth  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  thirty. ' 
two  years. 


Vol.  II. 
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my  lord  chancellor  *,  and  fwore  a  thoufand  oaths  he 
would  be  revenged  of  him.  This  impotent,  woman- 
ifhbehaviourvexes  me  morethan  his  being  out.  This 
laft  ftroke  fliews,  ^ntula ftnt  hominum  corpufcula.  I 
and  determined  for  the  Bath^  on  the  fecond  or  the 
ninth  of  Auguft  at  farthell. 

LETTER  CXL. 
©r.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  BROTHER,  July  24>  i7H- 

I  Suppofe  you  have  received  the  account  of  St. 
Ktlda.  There  is^n  officer  there,  who  is  a  fort  of  tri- 
bums  plehis^  whofe  office  it  is  to  prefent  the  griev- 
ances  of  the  people  to  the  laird  of  M  Leod^  who  is 
fuppofed  to  be  their  oppreflbr.    He  is  bound  to  con- 
tradia  the  laird,  till  he  gives  him  three  ftrokes  with 
a  cane  over  the  head,  and  then  he  is  at  liberty  to 
fubmit.    This  I  have  done,  and  fo  has  your  friend 
Lewis.    It  has  been  faid,  that  we  and  the  Dean  were 
the  authors  of  all  that  has  fmce  happened,  by  keeping 
the  dragon  in,  when  there  was  an  ofFer  to  lay  down. 
I  was  told  to  my  face,  that  what  I  faid  in  this  cafe 
went  for  nothing  ;  that  I  did  not  care,  if  the  great 
perfon  s  afFairs  went  to  entire  ruin,  fo  I  could  fupport 
the  interefts  of  the  dragon.  That  I  did  not  know  the 
half  of  his  proceedings.    Particularly  it  was  faid, 
though  I  am  confident  it  was  a  miftake,  that  he  had 

*  Lord  HarcourU 
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attempted  the  removing  her  from  the  favour  of  a 
great  perfon.  In  fhort,  the  fall  of  the  dragon  does 
not  proceed  altogether  from  his  old  friend,  but  from 
the  great  perfon,  whom  I  perceive  to  be  highly  of- 
fended, by  little  hints  that  I  have  received*  In  fliortj 
the  dragon  has  been  fo  ill  ufed,  and  muft  ferve  upon 
fuch  terms  for  the  future,  if  he  ftiould,  that  I  fwear  I 
would  not  advife  Turk^  Jezu^  nor  infidel,  to  be  in 
that  ftate.  Come  up  to  town,  and  I  can  tell  you 
more.  I  have  been  but  indifferently  treated  myfelf, 
by  fomebody  at  court  in  fmall  concerns.  I  can  tell 
who  it  is.    But  mum  for  that.  Adieu. 

LETTER  CXLI. 
Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

July  27,  1714*- 

If  I  tell  my  dear  friend  the  value  I  put  upon  his  un- 
defervedfriend&ip,  itwilUook  like  fufpeding  you  or 
myfelf.  Though  1  have  had  no  power  fmce  the  tv/en- 
ty.fifth  oi  july,  1713  I  believe  now,  as  a  private 
man,  I  may  prevail  to  renew  your  licence  of  abfence^ 
conditionally  you  will  beprefentwithme ;  for  to-mor- 

*  *  Juft  before  the  lofs  of  his  ftaff.' 

f  «  The  eayl  of  Oxford,  in  his  Brief  Account  of  Public  Affair Sj 
prefented  to  the  queen,  on  the  ninth  ofjz^^^,  i7i4,and  publiihed 
m  the  Report  of  the  Secret  committee^  mentions,  that  he  wrote  a 
large  letter,  dated  July  25, 171 3,  to  lord  Bolingbrokey  "contain- 
<*  ing  Ills-  fcheme  of  the  queen's  affairs,  and  what  was  neceflary 
^  for  lord  Bolinghroke  to  do  which  letter  was  anfwered  hy 
that  lord,  on  the  twenty- feventh  of  that  month.' 

F  2  row 
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row  morning  I  lliall  be  a  private  perfon.  When  I 
have  fettled  my  domcftic  affairs  here,  I  go  to  Wimple  \ 
thence  alone,  to  Herefordjhire,  If  I  have  not  tired 
you,  tete  a  tete^  fling  awray  fo  much  time  upon  one, 
who  loves  you.  And  I  believe,  in  the  mafsof  fouls 
ours  were  placed  near  each  other.  I  fend  you  an 
imitation  of  Dryderiy  as  I  went  to  Kenfington. 

To  ferve  with  love. 

And  feed  your  blood. 
Approved  is  above. 

But  here  below, 
Th'  examples  feew, 

'Tis  fatal  to  be  good, 

LETTER  CXLIL 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  July  27,  1714. 

I  Have  yours  of  the  twenty-fifth.  You  judge 
very  right ;  it  is  not  the  going  out,  but  the  manner, 
that  enrages  me.  The  queen  has  told  all  the  lords 
the  reafons  of  her  parting  with  him,  viz,  that  he 
neglefted  all  bufinefs  ;  that  he  was  feldom  to  be  un- 
derftood  ;  that  when  he  did  explain  himfelf,  fee  could 
not  depend  uppn  the  truth  of  what  he  faid  ;  that  he 
never  came  to  her  at  the  time  fee  appointed  ;  that, 
laftly,  to  crown  all,  he  behaved  himfelf  towards  her 
with  bad  manners,  indecency,and  difrefpeil,  Pudet 
hccc  opprobria  nobis, 

I  am 
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I  am  dlftradted  with  the  thoughts  of  this,  and  the 
pride  of  the  conqueror  I  would  give  the  world  J 
could  go  out  of  town  to-morrow ;  but  the  fecretar^ 
faith,  I  mufl:  not  go  till  he  returns,  which  will  not 
be  till  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft^  or  perhaps  the  twenty- 
third  5  but  I  am  in  hopes  I  may  go  towards  Bath 
fixteenth. 

The  runners  are  already  employed  to  go  to  atl  the 
cofFee-houfes.  They  rail  to  the  pit  of  hell.  I  am 
j-eady  toburft  for  want  of  vent.  The  f  ftick  is  yet  in 
his  hand,  becaufe  they  cannot  agree  who  flaall  be  the 
new  commiflioners.  We  fuppofe  the  blow  will  be 
given  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  The  fterility 
of  good  and  able  men  is  incredible.  When  the  mat* 
ter  is  over,  I  will  wait  upon  our  fhe  friend  J.  If  flie 
receives  me  as  ufual,  I'll  propofe  to  her,  that  I  will, 
ferve  where  I  do,  provided  I  may  be  countenanced, 
and  at  full  liberty  to  pay  my  duty  to  all  the  Harleian 
family  in  the  fame  manner  I  ufed  to  do.  If  that  is 
not  allowed  me  in  the  utmoft  extent,  confiftent  with 

♦  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

f  On  the  night  of  T uefdajy  July  27,  the  day  on  which  this  let- 
ter is  dated,  a  cabinet  council  was  held  (after  the  earl  of  Oxford 
had  refigned  the  ftaff,  which  he  did  on  that  day)  to  confult  what 
perfons  to  put  in  commifiion  for  the  management  of  the  trea- 
fury.  The  number  to  be  five.  William  Wyndh amy  chancellqr 
of  theexchequer,  was  to  be  one  5  but  they  could  not  agree  in  the 
choice  of  the  other  four.  Their  debate  about  the  matter  lafted 
till  near  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  the  queen  being 
prefcnt,  itraifeda  violent  agitation  in  her  fpirits,  which  affe6led 
her  head. 

J  Lady  Majham. 
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my  truft  here,  I  will  propofe  an  employment  in  the 
revenues,  or  to  go  out  without  any  thing ;  for  I  will 
not  be  debarred  going  to  him.  If  flie  does  not  receive 
me  as  fhe  ufeJ  to  do,  I  will  never  go  again.  I  flatter 
myfelf  ftie  will  be  fo  friendly  as  to  enter  into  the 
confideration  of  my  private  circumftances,  and  pre- 
ferve  her  old  goodnefs  to  me. 

There  is  no  feeing  the  dragon  till  he  is  out,  and 
then  I  will  know  his  thoughts  about  your  coming  to 
Brampton  I  hear  he  goes  out  of  town  inftantly  to 
Wimple^  and  my  lady  to  Brampton  \  that  he  will  join 
her  there,  after  a  few  days  ftay  at  Wimple.  Adieu. 
I  am  yours, 

LETTER  CXLIII. 
Lady  Masham  *,  to  Dr.  Swift. 

MY  GOOD  FRIEND,  July  29,  1714. 

I  Own  it  looks  unkind  in  me  not  to  thank  you, 
in  all  this  time,  for  your  fincere  kind  letter ;  but  I 
wasrefolved  to  ftay  till  I  could  tell  you  the  queen  had 
got  fo  far  the  better  of  the  dragon^  as  to  take  her 
power  out  of  his  hands.  He  has  been  the  moft  un- 
grateful man  to  her,  and  to  all  his  heft  friends,  that 
ever  was  born.  I  cannot  have  fo  much  time  now  to 
write  all  iny  mind,  becaufe  my  dear  miftrefs  is  not 

*  This  lady's  name  was  i//^.  She  was  bedchamber  woman  to 
the  queen,  and,  in  con  junction  with  Mr.  Hurley^  afterwards  earl 
of  Oxford^  brought  abour  the  change  in  the  miniftry.  See  the 
uote  to  a  letter  from  lord  and  lady  Ma/ham^  dated  April  1 7, 1 7  3  3  • 

well. 
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well,  and  I  thinki  may  lay  her  iUnefs  to  the  charge 
of  the  treafurer,  who,  for  three  weeks  together,  was 
teazing  and  vexing  her  without  intermiffion,  and  fhe 
could  not  get  rid  of  him  till  Tuefday  laft.    I  muft  put 
you  in  mind  of  one  paffage  in  your  letter  to  me, 
which  is,  /  pray  God  fend  you  wife  and  faithful  friends 
to  advife  you  at  this  time,  when  there  are  fo  great  diffi- 
culties to firuggle  with.    That  is  very  plain  and  true ; 
therefore  will  you,  who  have  gone  through  fo  much, 
and  taken  more  pains  than  any  body,  and  given  wife 
advice  (if  that  wretched  man  had  had  fenfe  enough 
and  honefty  to  have  taken  it) ;  I  fay,  will  you  leave 
us,  and  go  into  Ireland?  No,  it  is  impoffible ;  your 
goodnefs  is  ftillthefime,  your  charity  and  compaffion 
for  this  poor  lady,  who  has  been  barbaroufly  ufed, 
won't  let  you  do  it.  I  know  you  take  delight  to  help 
the  diftrefled ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  greater  objea 
than  this  good  lady,  who  deferves  pity.    Pray,  dear 
friend,  ftay  hear  ;  and  don't  believe  us  all  alike,  to 
throw  away  good  advice,  and  defpife  every  body's  un- 
derftanding  but  their  own.    I  could  fay  a  great  deal 
upon  the  fubjea,  but  I  muft  go  to  her,  for  ftie  is  not 
well.    This  comes  to  you  by  a  fafe  hand,  fo  that 
neither  of  us  need  be  in  any  pain  about  it. 

My  lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.  My  fitter 
and  girls  are  your  humble  fervants. 


F  4  ■  L  E  T^  / 
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LETTER  CXLIV. 
EiiASMus  Lewis,  Efqj  to  Dr.  Switt^ 

SIR,  July29>  I7i4» 

1  Have  yours  of  the  twenty-feventb.  I  write  this 
in  the  morning,  for  I  go  in  the  evening  to  Kenfington^ 
If  I  am  well  received,  I  will  continue  my  homage  ; 
if  not,  they  fliall  hear  of  me  no  more.  Where  fhall 
I  write  to  you  again  ?  for  I  cannot  ftir  from  hence  till 
the  fixteenth  of  Auguji  fooneft.  Nothing  could 
pleafe  me  more  than  to  pafs  a  few  months  with  you  at 
Abercathy  * ;  but  I  am  yet  uncertain  whether  I  fliall  go 
there  at  all.  All  I  am  fure  of  is,  that  I  will  go  out 
of  town  to  fome  place  for  fome  time;  firft  to  the  Baih^ 
for  I  can't  bear  flaying  in  this  room.  I  want  phyiic  to 
help  my  digeftion  of  thefe  things,  though  the  'fquire  f 
is  kinder  to  me  than  before.  I  am  not  mortified  at 
what  you  tell  of  Mercurialis  ;  only  I  would  know, 
whether anydifrefpeflfulcondudof  mine  has  brought 
it  upon  me  ;  or  whether  it  is  only  a  general  diflike  of 
me,  becaufe  lam  not  a  man  of  parts,  or  becaufel  am  in 
other  interefts.  They  would  not  give  the  dragon  the 
leaft  quarter,  excepting  only  a  penfion,  if  he  will 
work  journey-work  by  the  quarter.  I  have  long 
thought  his  parts  accufed,  and  am  more  of  that  opi- 
nion than  ever.  Thenewcommiffion  isnot  yetnamed. 

Would  not  the  world  have  roared  againft  the  dragon 
» 

*  *  In  Caermcirthenjhirey  of  which  county  Mr.  Ltnuis  was  a 
native.' 

t  *  If Uliam  Bromley i  Efqj  fecrctary  of  ftate,' 

for 
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for  fuch  a  thing  ?  Mercurials  entertained  Stanhope, 
Craggs,  Pulteney,  and  Walpole.  What  if  the  dragon 
had  done  fo  ?  The  duke  of  Somerfet  dines  to-day  with 
the  fraternity,  .zt  Greenwich,  y/kh  Wiihers.  Nobody 
goos  out  with  the  dragon ;  but  many  will  fit  very  loofe. 
Some  fay,  the  new  men  will  be  Lexington,  PFynSmiy 
Sirangeivays,  Sir  John  Stonehoufe^  and  Campion. 

LETTER  CXLV. 

A' 

Mr.  John  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DE  AR  S IR,        July  3ij>  ^VH-        SLx  at  Night- 

I  AM  heartily  forry  I  fhpuld  be  the  meflenger  of  fo 
ill  news,  as  to  tell  you  the  queen  is  dead,  or  dying : 
if  alive,  'tis  faid,  ^he  can't  live  till  marning.  Tou 
may  eafily  imagine  the  confufion  we  are  all  in  on  this 
fad  pccafion.  I  had  fet  out  yefterday  to  wait  on  you, 
but  for  this  fad  accident,  and  fhould  have  brought 
letters  from  lord  Bolinghroke^  and  lady  Majham^  to 
have  prevented  your  going.  Pray  don't  go,  for  I  will 
come  to  you  when  I  fee -how  things  (land.  My  lord 
Shrewsbury  is  made  lord  treafurer,  and  every  thing  is 
ready  for  the  proclaiming  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  king 

England.  The  padiament  will  fit  to-morrow,  and 
chufe  a  new  fpeaker,  for  Sir  Thomas  *  is  in  Wales. 

For  God's  fake  don't  go  ;  but  either  come  to  Lon- 
dari^  or  ftaj^  tiU  I  come  toypu.    I  am,  ^c. 

*  *  Hanmer* 


I.  E  T- 
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LETTER  CLXVI. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Kenfington,  Saturday,  July  31,  17 14. 

Six  in  the  Evening, 

At  the  time  I  am  writing,  the  breath  is  faid  to  be 
in  the  queen's  noftrils;  but  that  is  all.  No  hope  left 
of  her  recovery.  Lord  Oxford \s  in  council ;  fo  are  the 
whigs.  We  expedl  the  demife  to-night.  There  is  a 
profpeft,  that  the  elector  will  meet  with  no  oppofi- 
tion ;  the  French  having  no  fleet,  npr  being  able  to 
put  one  out  foon.  Lady  Majham  did  receive  me 
kindly.  Poor  woman,  I  heartily  pity  her.  Now  is 
not  the  dragon  born  under  a  happy  planet,  to  be  out 
of  the  fcrape  ?  Dr.  Arbuthnot  thinks  you  fliould  come 
up.  You  will  not  wonder,  if  all  my  country  refolu- 
tions  are  in  fufpenfe.  Pray  come  up,  to  fee  how 
things  go. 

LETTER  CXLVIL 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  July  31,  1714.        Three  in  the  Afternoon. 

I  Don't  doubt  but  you  have  heard  the  queen  is 
dead,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  fo  unfortunate  before 
this  comes  to  you;  but  at  prefent  fhe  is  alive,  and 
much  better  than  could  have  been  expelled.  I  am 
juft  come  from  Kenfington^  where  I  have  almoft  fpent 
thefetwo  whole  days.  I  am  in  greathafte^  but,  till 

dinner 
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dinner  comes  up,  I  will  write  to  you,  andg^veyou  as 
full  an  account  as  I  can  of  her  illnefs. 

Her  diforder  began  between  eight  and  nineyefter- 
day  morning.  The  dodors  ordeied  her  head  to  be 
fliavcd^  and  while  it  was  doing,  foe  fell  into  a  fit  of 
theconvulfion,  or,  as  they  thought,  an  apoplexy.  This 
lafted  near  two  hours,  and  (he  was  fpeechlefs,  and 
ftiewed  little  lign  of  life  during  that  time^  but  came 
to  herfelf  on  being  blooded. 

As  foon  as  ihe  recovered,  my  lord  BoUnghroke  went 
to  her,  and  told  her  the  privy-council  was  of  opinion, 
it  would  be  for  the  public  fervice  to  have  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  made  lord  treafurer.    She  immediately 
confented,  and  gave  the  ftaff  mto  the  duke's  hands. 
The  threat  feal  was  put  to  the  patent  by  four  o'clock* 
She  continued  ill  the  whole  day.    In  the  evening  I 
fpoke  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and  he  told  m.e,  he  did  not 
thinkher  d  iftemper  was  defperate.    Radcliffe  was  fent 
for  to  Carjhalton  about  noon,  by  order  of  council ; 
but  faid  he  had  taken  phyfic,  and  could  not  come.  In 
all  probability  he  had  faved  her  life,  for  I  am  told  the 
late  lord  Gower  had  been  often  in  the  fame  condition 
with  the  gout  in  his  head ;  and  Radcliffe  kepthimalive 
many  years  after*.  Thismorning,  when  I  went  there 

*  In  the  account,  that  Is  given  of  Dr.  Radcliffe,  in  the  Biogra^ 
fhia  Britannica,  it  is  faid,  that  the  queen  w^^Jiruck  ^ith  death  tke 
injuenty  eight  of  July :  that  Dr.  Radcliffe's  name  wasnotonce  men- 
tioned, either  by  the  queen  or  any  lord  of  the  council;  only,  that 
lady  Ma/ham  fentto  himwithout  their  knowledge,  t^ohours  be- 
fore the  queen'' s  death.  Inthisletterfrom  Mr.  Ford  to  dt3,x\Snvift, 
which  is  dated  the  tjiirty-firft  of  July^  it  is  faid,  that  the  queen'sdif. 
©rder  beo-an  between  eight  and  nine  the  morning  before ,  which  was 
^        ■  the 
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4)cfore  nine,  they  told  me  flie  was  juft  expiring.  That 
account  continued  above  three  hours,  and  a  report 

the  thirtieth  I  and  that  about  noon,  thefameday^  ^^z^r/j^^wasfcnt 
for  by  an  order  of  council,  Thefe  accounts  being  contradictory,  the 
-reader  will,  probably,  want  fome  afTiftance  to  determine  what  were 
wthe  fa6ls.  As  to  the  time  when  the  queen  was  taken  ill,  Mr, 
Jord''%  account  is  moft  likely  to  be  true,  as  he  was  upon  the  fpot, 
.and  in  actuation,  which infured  him  thebeft  intelligence.  As  to 
the  time  when  thedoftor  was  fent  for,  the  account  in  the  Biogra- 
fhia  is  manifellly  falfe  5  for  if  the  do£lor  had  been  fent  for  only 
-two hours  before  the  queen's  death,  which  happened  inconteftibly 
on  the  fir  ft  of  Augufty  Mr.  Ford  covXd  not  have  mentioned  the  faft 
-on  the  thirty-firft  of  Juljy  when  his  letter  was  dated.  Whether 
Kadcliffe^^.s  fent  for  by  lady  Majham,  or  by  order  of  council,  is 
therefore  the  only  point  to  be  determined .  Th at  he  was  general ly 
reported  to  have  been  fent  for  by  order  of  council,  is  certain  5 
but  a  letter  is  printed  in  the  Biographia,  faidtohave  been  written 
by  the  do6lor  to  one  of  his  friends,  which,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  ge- 
nuine, will  prove,  that  the  do6lor  maintained  the  contrary.  On  the 
fifth  of  Augufty  fourdays  after  the  queen's  death,  a  member  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  a  friend  of  the  do6lor's,  who  was  alfo  a  mem- 
ber, and  one  who  always  voted  on  the  fame  fide,  moved,  that  he 
might  be  fummoned  to  attend  in  his  place,  in  order  to  be  ccnfured 
fornotattendingonhermajefty.  Upon  this  occafion  the  do6lor  is 
iaid  to  have  written  the  following  letter  to  another  of  his  friends. 

Dear  Sir,  Carfhallon^  Augufif^  1714. 

I  Could  not  have  thought,  that  fo  old  an  acquaintance,  and  fo 
good  a  friend,  as  Sir  J — n  always  profefTed  himfelf,  would  have 
made  fuch  a  motion  againft  me.  God  knows  my  will  to  do  her 
majefty  anyfervicehascvergottheftartof  my  ability;  and  I  have 
nothing,  that  gives  me  greater  anxiety  and  trouble,  than  the  death 
qfthat  great  and  glorious  princefs.  Imuft  do  that  juftice  to  the 
phyficians,  that  attended  her  in  her  illnefs,  from  a  fight  of  the 
method,  that  was  taken  for  her  prefervation  by  Dr.  Meady  as  to 
declare  nothing  \A^as omitted  for  her  prefervation;  but  the  people 
about  her,  the  plagues  of  Egypt  fall  on  them,  put  it  out  of  the 

power 
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was  carried  to  town,  that  fhe  was  a£lually  dead.  She 
was  not  prayed  for,  even  at  her  own  chapel  at  St. 

power  of  phyfic  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  her.  I  know  the  nature  of 
attending  crowned  heads,  in  their  laft  moments,  too  well  to  be 
fond  of  waiting  upon  them,  ^without  being fent for  by  a  proper  au-- 
ihority.  You  have  heard  of  pardons  being  figned  forphyficians, 
before  afovereign's  demife :  however,  ill  as  I  was,  I  would  have 
went  to  the  queen  in  a  horfe-litter,  had  either  y^'^r  majejiy^  or  thofe 
In  comm'ifflon  next  to  her,  commanded  me  fo  to  do.  You  may  tell 
Sir  y — n  as  much,  and  aflure  him,  from  me,  that  his  zeal  for 
her  majelty  will  not  excufe  his  ill  ufage  of  a  friend,  who  has  drank 
many  a  hundred  bottles  with  him  j  and  cannot,  evew  after  this 
breach  of  a  good  underftanding,  that  ever  was  preferved  between 
us,  buthavea  very  good  efteem  for  him.  Imuft  alfo  defireyouto 
th^-TikTom  Chapman  for  his  fpeech  in  my  behalf,  fmcelhearit  is 
the  firft  he  ever  made,  which  is  taken  more  kindly  j  and  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  Carjhalton,  fince  I 
fear  (for  fo  the  gout  tells  me)  that  we  /hall  never  more  fit  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  together.    I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  RADCLIFFE, 

But  whatever  credit  may  now  be  paid  to  this  letter,  or  however 
itmaynowbethoughtto  juftify  the  doctor's  refufal  to  attend  her 
majefty,  he  became,  at  that  time,  fo  much  the  obje6l  of  popular 
refentment,  thathe  was  apprehenfive  of  being  aflaffmatedj  as  apt* 
pears  by  the  following  letter,  dire6led  to  Dr.  Mead,  at  Child'% 
coffce-houfe,  in  St,  PauVs  Church-yard, 

Dear  Sir,  Carjhalton,  Augufl  3,  17 14, 

I  Give  you,  and  yourbrother,  many  thanks  for  the  favour  you  in- 
tend me  to-morrow  j  and  if  there  is  any  other  friend,  that  will  be 
agreeable  to  you,  he  fhall  meet  with  a  hearty  welcome  from  me. 
Dinner  fliall  be  on  the  table  by  two,  when  you  may  before  to  find 
me  ready  to  wait  upon  you.  Norfliall  I  be  at  any  other  time  from 
home,  becaufel  have  received feveral  letters,  which  threaten  me' 
with  being  pulled  to  pieces,  if  ever  T  come  to  London,  After  fuch 
menaces  as  thefe,  'tis  eafy  to  imagine,  thattheconverfationof  two 
fuch  very  good  fiiends  is  not  only  extremely  defirable,  but  the  en - 

4.  joyment 
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Jameses  ;  and,  what  is  more  infamous,  flocks  arofe 
three  per  cent,  upon  it  in  the  city.  Before  I  came 
away,  {t\e  had  recovered  a  warmth  in  her  bread  and 
one  of  her  arms,  and  all  the  do£lors  agreed,  flie  would 
in  all  probability  hold  out  till  to-  morrow,  except  Meadj 
who  pronounced,  feveral  hours  before,  (hecouldnot  1  ive 
two  minutes,  and  feems  uneafy  it  did  not  happen  fo.  I 
did  not  care  to  talk  much  to  Arhuthnot^  becaufe  I 
heard  him  cautious  in  his  anfwcrs  to  other  people  ; 
but,  by  his  manner,  I  fanfy  he  does  not  yet  abfolutely 
defpair.  I  he  council  fat  yefterday  all  day  and  night, 
taking  it  by  turns  to  go  out  and  refrefh  themfelves. 
They  have  now  adj  ourned ,  upon  what  the  do£i  ors  faid, 
till  five.  Laft  night  the  fpeaker  and  my  lord  chief 
jufticeP^r/'^rwere  fent  for,  and  the  troops  from  Flan- 
ders.  This  morning  the  Hanoverian  envoy  was  or- 
dered to  attend  with  the  black  box  *,  and  the  heralds 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  proclaim  the  new  king.  Some  of 
the  whigs  were  at  the  council  yefterday,  but  not  one 
failed  to-day;  and  moft  of  the  members  of  that  party, 
in  each  houfe,  are  already  come  to  town.  If  any 
change  happens  before  the  poft  goes  out,  I  will  fend 

joyment  of  it  will  be  a  great  happlnefs  and  fatlafaaion  to  him, 

JOHN  RADCLIFFE. 

RadcUffe  died  on  the  firft  of  November  the  fame  year,  having 
furvived  the  queen  juft  three  months  5  and  it  is  faid,  that  the 
dread  he  had  of  the  populace,  and  the  want  of  company  in  the 
country  village,  which  he  did  not  dare  to  leave,  fliortened  \\\%. 
life.    He  was  jull  fixty-four  years  old. 

*  <•  Containing  the  inftrument  nominating  the  perfons,  in 
number  thirteen",  to  be  added  as  lords  j^iaicesto  the  fevcn  great 
ofEcers  of  the  reahn/ 
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you  word  in  a  poftfcript;  and  you  may  conclude  her 
alive,  if  you  hear  no  more  from  me,  and  have  no  bet- 
ter authority  than  poft-letters  to  inform  you  of  the 
contrary.  For  God's  fake  don't  think  of  removing 
from  the  place  where  you  are,  till  matters  are  a  little 
fettled.  Ireland  is  thelaft  retreat  you  ought  to  think  of; 
but  you  can  never  be  better  than  you  are  now,  till 
we  fee  how  things  go. 

I  had  yours  with  the  printed  pamphlet,  as  well  as 
the  other,  and  fliould  have  fent  it  away  to-morrov/. 
Pray  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Have  you  had  all  mine?  I  have  failed  you  but  one 

I    poft  (I  think  it  was  the  laft)  for  a  fortnight,  or  more. 

I  Eleven  at  Night. 

I       The  queen  is  fomething  better,  and  the  council 
again  adjourned  till  eight  in  the  morning.^ 

LETTER  CXLVIIL 
Mr.  John  Birch  to  Dr.  Swift. 

MR.  DEAN,    One  o'clock,  Wantage,  Aug.  i,  1714* 

PiT  twelve  o'clock  lord  Boli?iglrokes  man  rid 

through  Wantage^  to  call  Mr.  Packer  to  London^  the 

!     queen  being  dead.    I  am  confounded  at  the  melan- 

I     choly  news;  yet  could  not  forbear  fending  it  to  you. 

!     Your  truly  humble  fervant, 

I  .  JO.  BIRCH. 


LET 
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LETTER  CXLIX. 
Lord  S o  L r N  G  B  R  o  fc    to  'Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  DEAN,  Anga^  3,  tyT4^ 

TThE  earl  6f  Oxford  VTzs  femoved  on  Tuefday ;  the 
queen  died  on  Sunday.  What  a  world  is  this  ;  and 
how  does  fortune  banterus?  yc^?z  Barber  ttllsme^jOM 
have  fet  your  face  towards  Ireland,  Pray  don*t  go.  I 
am  again  ft  it.  Btit  that  is  nothing  ;  John  is  againft 
it.  Ireland  will  be  the  fcene  of  fome  diforder,  at  leaft 
ft  will  be  the  fcene  of  mortification  to  your  friends. 
Here  everything  is  quiet,  and  will  continue  fo.  Be^ 
fides  which,  as  profperity  divided,  misfortune  may 
perhaps  in  fome  degree  unite  us.  The  tories  feem:  to 
refolve  not  to  be  ci  ufhed  ;  and  that  is  enough  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  fo.  Pope  has  fent  me  a  letter 
from  Gay :  being  learned  in  geography,  he  took  Bin^ 
field  *  to  be  the  ready  way  from  Hanover  to  WhitehalU 
Adieu.  But  come  to  London^  if  you  ftay  no  longer 
than  a  fortnight.  Ever  yours,  dear  Jonathan^  moft 
fincerely. 

I  have  loft  all  by  the  death  of  the  queen,  but  my 
fpirit ;  and  I  protelt  to  you,  I  feel  that  iiicreafe  upon 
me.  The  whigs  are  a  pack  of  facohites ;  that  fhaH 
be  the  cry  in  a  month,  if  you  pleafe. 

*  *  A  village  where  Mr.  Fope'^  father  lived,  and  whence  fe- 
veral  of  Mr.  Pope\  letters  were  written.  It  is  in  Wlndfor-foreJ}^ 
and  lies  in  Berk/hire.^ 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  CL. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr,  S w i f 

Tuefday,  Auguft  3,  1714. 

1  Am  overwhelmed  with  bufinefs,  and  therefore  have 
only  time  to  tell  you,  I  received  yours  of  Jugujl  the 
I  ft,  and  think  you  fliouldcometo  town,  to  fee  how  the 
world  goes  :  for  all  old  fchemes,  defigns,  projefts, 
journeys,  &c.  arebroke^  by  this  great  event.  Weare 
ill  prognofticators.  Everything  goes  on  with  a  tran- 
quillity we  durft  not  hope  for.  Earl  Berkeley  com- 
mands the  fleet.  Lord  Dorfet  compliments  the  kino-. 
The  i^\i\izo{ Bolton^  lord -lieutenant  of  5(?2//y^^;;zj>/^«. 
Addiforiy  fecretary  to  the  regents. 

LETTER  CLI. 
Mr*  John  Barker  to  Dr.  Swift. 

HONOURED  SIR,  Auguft  3,  ,7,4. 

You  may  eafily  imagine  the  concern  we  were  all 
in  at  the  fuddenfurprife  of  the  queen's  death.  I  have 
hardly  recovered  it  yet.  Lord  Bollnghroke  told  me  laft 
Friday  y  that  he  Would  reconcile  you  to  lady  Somerfet*^ 

^  *  We  are  told  in  the  life  of  5*^//?,  prefixed  to  Bathurjl's  edi- 
tion of  his  works,  that  before  his  acquaintance  with  lord  Oxford, 

abiniopricwasintendedforhimbythequeenjbutthatarchbifhop 
Sharp,  and  a  certain  great  lady,  having  mifreprefented  hlsprin- 
ciples  and  charaaer,  her  majefty  gave  it  to  another.  The  du  - 
chefs  ofSomerfetvj^s  this  certain  great  lady.  Shewasfirftladyof 
the  bed  chamber,  and  lady  of  the  robes.  See  an  account  of  her 
Vol.  II.  G  .  ^ 

intsrpoUng 
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and  then  it  would  be  eafy  to  fet  you  right  with  the 
queen,  and  that  you  fhould  be  made  eafy  here,  and 
not  go  over.  He  faid  twenty  things  in  your  favour, 
and  commanded  me  to  bring  you  up,  whatever  was 
the  confequence.  He  faid  further,  he  would  make 
clear  work  with  them.  But  all  vaniflied  in  a  minute  ; 
and  he  is  now  threatened  and  abufed  every  day  by 
the  party,  who  publicly  rejoice,  and  fwear,  they  will 
turn  out  every  tory  in  England. 

Inclofed  you  have  a  letter  from  my  lord  ;  he  defires 
you  would  come  up,  and  be  any  where  incognito. 

The  earl  of  Berkeley  is  to  command  the  fleet  to  fetch 
over  the  king,  and  the  duke  of  Jrgyle  is  to  go  to  Scot- 
land, I  fend  you  the  lift  of  twenty-five  kings*.  Poor 
lady  Majham  is  almoft  dead  with  grief. 

The  parliament  meets  to-morrow,  which  will  hin- 
der me  from  coming  down  for  three  or  four  days;  but 
if  you  refolve  to  ftay  in  the  country  farther,  I  will 
certainly  come  down;  for  I  muft  needs  fee  you.  Pray 
favour  me  with  a  line.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant.    Pray  come  up. 

When  my  lord  gave  me  the  letter,  he 
faid,  he  hoped  you  would  come  up, 
and  help  to  fave  tlie  conftitution, 
which,  with  a  little  good  manage- 
ment, might  be  kept  in  tory  hands. 

ihterpofingbetween  her  majefty^s  favour  and  the  Dean,  with  her 
motive,  in  Vol.  XIV.  of  Si.viff%  works,  8vo.  edition. 
*  The  lords  of  the  regency. 

L  E  T-^ 
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LETTER  CLIL 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift; 

London,  Auguft  5,  lyi^, 

1  Have  writ  to  *  Dawfin  for  a  licence  of  abfence  for 
you  ;  but  you  know  you  muft  take  the  oaths  in  Ire- 
land v/ithin  three  months.  There  are  a  great  many 
here  in  the  fame  circumftances;  and,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, fome  of  them  will  defire  an  adl  of  parh'ament  to 
have  leave  to  do  it  here.  In  that  cafe,  it  will  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  have  you  included.  Mr.  Lewis 
tells  me,  he  wrote  to  you  to  come  up  to  town,  and  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  you  ftiould  not.  All  matters  go  on 
very  quiet,  and  we  are  not  apprehenfive  of  any  di- 
fturbances.  Stocks  never  rofc  fo  much  in  fo  few  days. 
This  is  imputed  to  the  hatred  of  the  old  treafurer,  and 
the  popularity  of  the  new  one.  The  whigs  were  not 
in  the  council  when  he  was  recommended.  Lord  Bo* 
lingbroke  propofed  if  there,  as  well  as  to  the  queen  ; 
and,  I  hope,  they  two  are  upon  very  good  terms, 
though  Mr.  Lewis  feems  pofitive  of  the  contrary.  £ 
never  heard  of  any  pique  the  duke  had  to  him,  but 
that  he  was  to  be  chief  minifter  :  and  that  being  at  an 
end,  why  may  not  they  be  reconciled  I  T\i^'^dragon 
was  thought  to  fhew  more  joy  upon  proclaiming  the 
kino;,  than  was  coufiftent  with  the  obligations  he  had 

received  from  .    He  was  hiffed  all  the  way  by 

the  mob,  and  fome  of  them  threw  halters  into  his 
coach.    This  v/as  not  the  efFea  of  party  ;  for  the 

IcMiF^^'''^  ^^'^^Z^^,  Efq  3  fccretary  to  the  lords  juHices of /r^. 

G  2  duke 


[    84  ] 

duke  of  Ormcnd  was  huzza'd  throughout  the  whole 
city,  and  was  followed  by  a  vaft  crowd  to  his  own 
houfe,  though  he  ufed  all  poffible  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent it.  There  was  an  attempt  to  affront  the  captain 
in  the  cavalcade,  but  it  did  not  fucceed  ;  and  though 
a  few  hiffed,  the  acclamations  immediately  drowned 
the  noife.    Not  a  fmgle  man  (hewed  the  leaft  refpeft 
to  the  alonel ;  and  laft  night  ray  lord  Bingley  *  was 
beaten,  by  miftake,  coming  out  of  his  houfe.  I  doubt 
he  has  difobliged  both  fides  fo  much,  that  neither 
will  ever  own  him     and  his  enemies  tell  ftones  of 
him,  thati  flull  not  believe  till  I  find  you  allow  them. 

The  lords  juftices  made  a  fpeech  to  the  parliament 
to-day.  If  it  comes  out  time  enough,  I  will  fend  it 
vou  •  but  1  hear  it  only  contains  their  proceedings 
ipon  the  queen's  death  ;  that  they  have  yet  received 
no  direaions  from  the  king,  and  to  defire  the  com- 
mons tocontinue  the  funds,  which  are  expired.  I  am 
told,  our  legents  are  already  divided  into  four  par- 
ties The  greateft  ufe  they  have  made  yet  of  their 
power,  is  to  appoint  my  lord  BMy  to  command 
th€  fleet,  which  is  to  bring  over  the  king,  and  to 
make  the  duke  of  BoJton  lord-lieutenant  of  Hamp- 

^'I'kni  you  a  Gazeiie  f,  though  I  am  afhamed  to  have 
it  feen.  I  had  writ  a  great  deal  more  of  the  queen  s 
iUnefs,  an  account  of  her  birth,  ^'c.  but  1  could  not 
find  out  Mr.  Lewis,  and  had  nobody  to  confult  with, 
and  therefore  chole  rather  to  fay  too  little,  than  any 

.  <  Who  had  been  appointed  ambaffador  extraordinaiy  to  the 
coxxnof  Sj,ain,  inthe  roovn  oi\o,:d  Lexington,  InDecembernn- 
f  He  was  gazetteer.  thino" 
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thing  I  doubted  might  be  improper.  Yefterday  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  made  his  public  entry  thro'  the 
city  ;  firft,  came  about  two  hundred  horfemen,  three 
in  a  row,  then  a  company  of  train-bands,  with  drums, 
iffc.  his  own  chariot  with  himfelf,  then  his  duchefs 
followed  by  fixteen  coaches  with  fix  horfes,  and  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  with  two  horfes.  There  was 
no  great  mob  when  he  paffed  through  the  Pall-Mall, 
'but  there  was  in  the  city  :  and  he  was  hiffed  by  more 
than  huzza'd.  AtTemple-bar^  I  am  a^^ured5  the  noife 
of  hilling  was  loudeit,  though  they  had  prepared  their 
friends  to  receive  him,  and  the  gathering  of  others 
was  only  accidental.  You  may  guefs  how  great  a  fa- 
vourite he  is,  by  fome  old  flories  of  his  behaviour  at 

the  camp,  when  was  there,  and  afterwards  at 

'Hanover  ;  and  by  the  fliare  he  and.  his  family  have  in 
the  regency.  But  to  be  fure,  this  difcreet  aftion  will 
endear  him  more  than  any  fubjecSt  in  England.  We 
had  bonfires,  ^c.  at  night.  From  the  lift  of  the  lords 
juftices,  and  fome  other  things,  we  imagine  toour- 
felves  there  will  not  be  many  changes,  but  that  the 
vacancies  for  fome  time  will  be  filled  up  with  whigs. 

What  I  blotted  out  in  my  laft,  was  fomething 
that  palled  between  the  captain  and  Barber^  relating 
to  you.  After  I  had  writ,  they  told  me  all  letters 
would  be  opened,  which  made  me  blot  out  that  paf- 
fage.  ^Barber  fays,  he  gave  you  fome  account  of  it, 
though  not  a  full  one.  I  really  believe  lord  Bolingbroke 
was  very  fincere  in  the  profeffions  he  made  of  you, 
and  he  could  have  done  any  thing.  No  minifter  was 
^very  in  that  height  of  favour  \  and  lady  Mojham  was 
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at  leaft,  in  as  much  credit,  as  (he  had  been  in  any 
time  of  her  life.  But  thefe  are  melancholy  refleftions. 
Pray  fend  me  your  poem  *,  Hoc  erat^  kc.  or  bring  it 
up  yourfelf.  Barber  told  me,  he  had  been  feveral 
hours  with  the  captain^  upon  a  thing,  that  fhould 
have  come  out  but  was  now  at  an  end  f.  He  did 
jiot  tell  what  it  was;  and  I  would  not  a(k  many  ques- 
tions, for  fear  of  giving  him  fufpicion. 

LETTER  CLIII. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  J^fq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Whitehall,  Auguft  7,  1714. 

It  is  true  you  have  nothing  to  do  here  ;  but  what 
have  you  to  do  any  where  elfe  till  you  go  to  Ireland^ 
where  you  muft  indeed  be  before  three  months  end,  in 
order  to  qualify  yourfelf  ?  The  law  requires  it,  as 
much  as  if  your  deanry  was  but  now  conferred  upon 
you. 

Arbuthmt  is  removed  to  Chelfea^  and  will  fettle 
there.  The  town  fills  every  moment.  We  are  as  full 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  as  at  any  time.  We  are  gap- 
ing and  ftaring  to  fee  who  is  to  rule  us.  The  whig§ 
think  they  fliail  engrofs  all.  We  think  we  fliall  have 
our  ftiare.    In  the  mean  time  we  have  no  divifion  at 

*  This  poem  is  an  imitation  of  part  of  the  fixth  fatlre  of  the 
fecondbook  of  EoracCy  and  is  printed  in  Vol.  VI.  of  Bathurji'^ 

3vo.  edition  of  1754?  P«  55- 

I  often  wifhM,  that  I  had  clear. 
For  life,  fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  t^c, 
i  Tree  Thoughts. 

•  council. 
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council,  or  in  parliament.  I  fent  twice  to  Kenfaigton 
to  enquire  after  lady  Majhamh  health.  Next  week  I 
will  go  to  fee  her,  and  will  keep  up  my  acquaintance, 
in  all  events,  if  ftie  thinks  fit.  I  will  ftay  here  till 
our  commiflion  is  either  renewed  to  us,  or  given  tp 
another.    I  am  yours,  ^'c. 

LETTER  CUV. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR^  Whitehall  Auguft  10,  I7i4» 

I  Never  differed  from  you,  in  my  opinion,  in  any 
point  fo  much,  as  in  your  propofal  to  accommodate 
matters  between  the  dragon  and  his  quondam  friends.  I 
will  venture  to  go  fo  far  with  you,  as  to  fay  he  con- 
tributed to  his  own  difgrace,  by  his  petitefles,  more 
than  they  did,  or  ever  had  it  in  their  power  to  do. 
But  fince  they  would  admit  of  no  terms  of  accommo- 
dation, when  he  ofFered  to  ferve  them  in  their  own 
way,  I  had  rather  fee  his  dead  carcafe,  than  that  he 
ihould  now  tamely  fubmit  to  thofe,  who  have  loaded 
him  with  all  the  obloquy  malice  could  fuggeft,  and 
tongues  utter.  Have  not  Charteris  *,  Brlnfden  t,  and 

•  The  celebrated  colonel  Cbartms,  whofe  charaaer  and  epi- 
taph may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Mr.  Pope. 

t  *  He  is  faid,  by  Mr.  Boyer,  in  Potitical  State,  vol.  iii.  for  Jan.^ 
1711-12,  p.  52,  to  have  been  an  oculift,  and  aprivate  agent  of 
lord  Bolinghroke  ;  and  to  have  been  employed  by  the  government 
in  January,  1711-12,  to  attend  on  prince  ^z^^^^^",  when  his  high- 
nefs  arrived  in  England  in  the  beginning  of  that  month-  The 
truth  \%\h2Xhtv92&VaktdeCbambre^fi\ov^  Bolingbroke  \  and 
«  dealer  ia  wine.** 
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all  the  runners,  been  employed  to  call  him  dog, 
villain,  fot,  and  worthlefs  ?  And  ftiall  he,  after  this, 
join  them?  To  what  end?  I  have  great  tendernefs 

for  lady-^  *,  and  think  her  beft  way  is  to  retire, 

and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  domeftic  life.  But  fure 
the  earth  has  not  produced  fuch  monfters  TisMercuria- 
Us  t,  and  his  companion  J,  and  the  prelate  ||.  The 
laft  openly  avows  he  never  had  obligations  to  the 
dragon^  loads  him  with  ten  thoufand  crimes;  tho'  his 
greateft,  in  reality,  was  preferring  him.  But  to  come 
out  of  this  rant  ;  What  ftiould  they  be  friends  for  ? 
Cut  bono  ?  Are  we  in  a  dream  ?  Is  the  queen  alive 
again  ?  Can  the  lady  §  hereafter  make  any  figure,  but 
be  a  perfona  muta  in  a  drama  ?  If  the  dragon  declares 
againft  the  man  of  mercury^  he  may  ftrike  in  with  the 
tertium  quid^  that  will  probably  arife;  but  with  him 
he  can  never  be  otherwife  than  fpurned  and  hated. 
The  natural  refult  of  this  is,  that  however  I  may,  for 
my  private  fatisfadion,  defire  to  fee  you  here,  I  can- 
not but  think  you  fhould  go  to  Ireland  to  qualify 
yourfelf,  and  then  return  hither,  when  the  chaos  will 
be  jumbled  into  fome  kind  of  order.  If  the  kiqg  keeps 
Tome  tories  in  employment,  the  notion  of  whig  and 
tory  will  be  loft  ;  but  that  of  court  and  country  will 
arife  *.  The  regency  has  declared  in  favour  of  the 
whigs  in  Ireland.    I  believe  Mr.  Thomas  will  ftand 

•  Majham.  f  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
X  '  Probably  the  lord  chancellor  HarcourtJ" 

II  The  bifhop  of  Rochejier, 
§  Lady  Majham, 

*  This  is  a  remarkable  prediaion,  which  we  have  feen  ful- 
Hlled, 

hi$ 
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his  ground.  We  {hall  be  diflblved  as  foon  as  we  have 
fettled  the  civil  lift.  We  have  no  appearance,  that 
any  attempt  will  be  formed  by  the  pretender. 

LETTER  CLV. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Auguft  II,  1714. 

1  Swear  I  did  not  imagine,  that  you  could  have 
held  out  through  two  pages,  even  of  fmall  paper,  in 
fo  grave  a  ftile.  Your  ftate  of  late  paflages  is  right 
enough .  I  refledl  upon  them  with  indignation,  andfhali 
never  forgive  myfelf  for  having  trufted  fo  long  to  fo 
much  real  pride  and  awkward  humility;  to  an  air  of 
fuch  familiar  friendftiip,  and  a  heart  fo  void  of  all 
tendernefs;  to  fuch  a  temper  of  engroffing  bufinefs 
and  power,  and  fo  perfeil  an  incapacity  to  manage 
one,  with  fuch  a  tyrannical  difpofition  to  abufe  the 
other,  isfc  *. 

But  enough  of  this,  I  cannot  load  him  as  k--->--- „ 
without  fixing  fool  on  myfelf. 

For  you  I  have  a  moft  fincere  and  warm  afFeftion, 
and  in  every  part  of  my  life  will  fhew  it.  Go  into 
Ireland^  fince  it  muft  be  fo,  to  fwear  f,  and  come  back 
into  5r/to«  to  blefs  me,  and  thofe  few  friends,  v/ho 
will  enjoy  you. 

*  He  means  lord  Oxford^ 
.  t  '  That  is,  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  government  on  king 
C^orge"^  accelTion  to  the  throne,' 
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Johannes  Tonfor  *  brings  you  this.  From  him  you 
will  hear  what  is  doing.  Adieu,  love  me,  and  love 
xne  the  better,  becaufe  after  a  greater  blow  thaa  moft 
men  ever  felt,  I  keep  up  my  fpirit ;  am  neither  de- 
jeded  at  what  has  paffed,  nor  apprehenfiveof  what  is 
to  come.    Mea  virtute  me  involvo. 

LETTER  CLVI. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Aug.  12,  1714.* 

Our  t  juftices  fit  feveral  hours  every  day,  without 
affording  us  the  leaft  news.  I  don*t  hear  any  thing 
they  have  done  worth  mentioning,  except  fome  or- 
ders they  have  given  about  the  difpute  in  the  city  of 
Dublin.  You  may  be  fure  they  arc  not  fuch  as  will 
pleafe  our  friends;  but  I  think  you  and  I  agreed  in 
condemning  thofe  proceedings  in  our  own  people. 

*  John  Barber, 

f  On  the  demifeof  the  queen,  the  following  were  lords  of  the 
reo-ency,  until  the  arrival  of  Georgel.  from  Hano'ver.  Archbi/hop 
<rmmfon'y  lord  Har  court,  lord  Chancellor-,  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
bam,  prefidentofthe  council  5  the  duke  of  Shre-wsburyyXovd^ 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  lord  high  treafurer  of  England y  the 
carl  of  Strafford,  firft  lord  commimoner  of  the  admiralty  5  and 
Sir  Thomas  Parker,  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  King's^ 
Bench,  who  were  appointed  by  aft  of  parliament.  To  thefe 
the  ekaor  of  Hanouer  on  the  demife  of  queen  Anne,  was  plea- 
fed  to  add  the  following  5  the  archbifhop  of  York,  the  dukes  of 
^Shre^sbury,  Sojnerfet,  Bolton,  Dea>onJbire,  Kent,  Argyle,  Mon- 
trofe^nA  Roxborough-,  the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Anglefey,  Carlijle, 
Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Scarborough  and  Orford',  lord  vifcount 
^c^njhend',  lords  HalUfax  and  Cow/^r. 
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My  lord  Darby  is  made  lord^Ieutenant  of  Lancajhlre. 
That  and  HampJhirezxQ  the  only  vacant  employments 
they  have  filled  up;  I  fuppofe  under  pretence  of 
their  being  maritime  counties.  If  the  whigs  had  di- 
reded  the  lift  of  regents,  Marlborough^  Sunderland  2ind 
Wharton  had  not  been  left  out.   There  are  five  tories 
too,  that  vv^ould  not  have  been  in.    Though  they 
were  a  little  whimfical  for  three  or  four  days  about  the 
fucceffion^they  feemed  to  recant,  and  owned  themfelves 
in  an  error  by  the  later  votes.    Every  one  of  them 
approved  the  peace,  and  were  for  the  addrefs  at  the 
end  of  the  laftfeflion,  thatit  was  fafe,  honourable  and 
advantageous.  Confidering  what  minifters  wereem- 
ployed  here  by  the  court  of  Hanover^  and  that  the 
kino;  himfelf  had  little  information  but  what  he  re- 
ceived  from  them,  I  think  his  lift  fhews  no  ill  difpo- 
fition  to  the  tories  :  and  they  fay  he  is  not  apt  to  be 
hafty  in  removing  theperfons  he  finds  in  employment* 
The  bill  is  brought  in  for  granting  him  the  old  duties 
jfor  the  civil  lift.  One  fVikes^  of  Northampton^  moved 
to  tack  the  place-bill  to  it ;  but  nobody  feconded  him^ 
and  he  was  extremely  laughed  at.    He  happens  un- 
luckily to  be  a  tory. 

Did  you  receive  your  papers  laft  poft  ?  the  firft 
copy  is  not  yet  left  at  5/-  Dunjians.  Should  I  fend 
to  Barber  for  it  in  lord  BoUnghrohh  name  ?  I  have 
writ  to  him  to  bring  in  his  bill,  and  as  foon  as  he 
jcomes  I  will  pay  him.  I  fuppofe  I  (hall  fee  him  to- 
morrow. I  wifli  you  a  good  journey  to  Ireland,  But 
if  I  hear  Saturday  s  poft  coipes  into  Wantage  on  Sunday^ 
1  may  trouble  you  again.  Pray  let  me  know  when 
you  land  in  Ireland^  that  I  may  write  to  you,  if  any 

4.  thing 
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thing  happens  worth  while.  I  (hall  be  very  impatient 
for  what  you  promife  me  from  thence.  I  fhould  be 
very  glad  to  hear  from  you  while  you  are  on  the  road. 

Lord  Anglefey  came  to  town  laft  Tuefday,  They  are 
all  here  now,  except  Pembroke  and  Strafford.  Charles 
Eversfield  is  making  his  court  to  the  dukes  of  Somerfet 
and  Argyle :  he  declares  he  will  keep  his  place,  if  he 
can,  and  that  he  will  not  ftir  for  Camptonh  ele£lion  in 
the  county  of  Sujfex,  Campion  and  he  have  had  fome 
high  words  upon  that  account.  Lord  Orford  told  the 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  they  were  ignorant, 
negligent  of  their  duty,  and  wanted  zeal  for  the 
king's  fervice,, 

LETTER  CLVIL 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  Auguft  12,  1714. 

I  Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter,  which  is  very 
comfortable  upon  fuch  a  melancholy  occafion.  My 
dear  miftrefs's  days  were  numbered  even  in  my  ima- 
gination, and  could  not  exceed  fuch  certain  limits, 
but  of  that  fmall  number  a  great  deal  was  cut  off  by 
the  laft  troublefomefcene  of  this  contention  among  her 
fervants.  I  believe  fleep  was  never  more  welcome  to 
a  weary  traveller  than  death  was  to  her ;  only  it  fur- 
prized  her  too  fuddenly  before  fhe  had  figned  her  will; 
v/hich  no  doubt  her  being  involved  in  fomuch  bufmefs 
hindered  her  from  finifliing.  It  is  unfortunate,  that 
&e  had  been  perfuaded,  as  is  fuppofed  by  Lowndes^ 
that  it  was  necefiary  to  have  it  under  the  great  feal.  I 

have 
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have  figured  to  myfelf  all  this  melancholy  fcene;  and 
even,  if  it  be  poflible,  worfe  than  it  has  happened 
twenty  times ;  fo  that  I  was  prepared  for  it.  My  cafe 
is  not  half  fo  deplorable  as  poor  lady  Majharris^  and 
feveral  of  the  queen's  fervants  ;  fome  of  whom  have 
no  chance  for  their  bread  but  the  generofity  of  his 
prefentmajefty,  which  feveral  people,  thatknowhim, 
very  much  commend.  So  far  is  plain  from  what  has 
happened  in  public  affairs,  that  what  one  party  af- 
firmed of  the  fettlement  has  proved  true,  that  it  was 
firm :  that  it  was  in  fome  meafure  an  advantage  to  the 
fucceffor  not  to  have  been  here,  and  fo  obliged  to 
declare  himfelf  in  feveral  things,  in  which  he  is  now 
at  liberty.  And  indeed,  never  any  prince  in  this 
refpe£l  came  to  the  crown  with  greater  advantage. 
I  can  affure  you  the  peaceable  fcene,  that  now  ap- 
pears, is  a  difappointment  to  more  than  one  fet  of 
people, 

I  have  an  opportunity  calmly  and  philofophically 
to  confider  that  treafure  of  vilenefs  and  bafenefs,  that 
I  always  believed  to  be  in  the  heart  of  man  ;  and  to 
behold  them  exert  their  infolence  and  bafenefs ;  every 
new  inftance,  inftead  of  furprizing  and  grieving  me, 
as  it  does  fome  of  my  friends,  really  diverts  me, 
and  in  a  manner  improves  my  theory.  Though  I 
think  I  have  not  met  with  it  in  my  own  cafe,  except 
from  one  man.  And  he  was  very  far  miftaken,  for 
to  him  I  would  not  abate  one  grain  of  my  proud  fpi- 
rit.  Dear  friend,  the  laft  fentence  of  your  letter 
quite  kills  me.  Never  repeat  that  melancholy  tender 
word,  that  you  will  endeavour  to  forget  me.  I  am 
fare  I  never  can  forget  you,  till  I  meet  with  (what  is 

impoffible) 
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impolTiblc)  another,  whofe  converfation  I  can  delight 
fo  much  in  as  Dr.  Swift's :  and  yet  that  is  the  fmalleft 
thing  I  ought  to  value  you  for.  That  hearty  fincerc 
friendfhip,  that  piain  and  open  ingenuity  in  all  your 
commerce,  is  what  I  am  fure  I  never  can  find  in  an- 
other man.  I  (hall  want  often  a  faithful  monitor,  one 
that  would  vindicate  me  behind  my  back,  and  tell 
me  my  faults  to  my  face,  God  knows  I  write  this 
with  tears  in  my  eyes.  Yet  do  not  be  obftinate,  but 
come  up  for  a  little  time  to  London  y  and  if  you  muft 
needs  go,  we  may  concert  a  manner  of  correfpon- 
dence  wherever  we  are.  I  have  a  letter  from  Gayjufk 
before  the  queen's  death.  Is  he  not  a  true  poet,  who 
had  not  one  of  his  own  books  to  give  to  the  princefs, 
that  alked  for  one? 

LETTER  CLVIII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Aug.  14,  1714*. 

I  Suppofe  you  expe£l:  news  upon  f  Craggs  return 
from  Hanover\  bat  I  don't  hear  a  word  more  than 
what  you  have  in  the  lords  juftices  fpeech.  Yefterday 
mornins;  after  he  came,  the  whigs  looked  dejeded, 
and  our  friends  very  much  pleafed;  tho'  I  do  not 
know  any  reafon  for  either,  unlefs  it  was  expeded  by 

*  *  On  tiiebackof  this  letteristlie  following  note  of  the  Dean. 
*<Momorandum,  llefil^/rozzz^,  Aiigujlid,  17 14,  in  order  to  go 
to  Ireland,^'' 

f  Jajnes  Craggs^  Efq;  afterwards  one  of  the  fccretaries  of 
ftatc,  and  a  Privy  Councellor. 

both 
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both  fides,  that  he  would  have  brought  orders  for  al- 
terations.   It  feems  the  dragon^  entertainment  was 
on  a  family  account,  upon  the  agreement  between 
lord  Harley  and  lord  Pelham-^  and  only  thofe,  who 
were  concerned  in  their  affairs,  were  invited.  But 
flighter  grounds  would  have  ferved  to  raife  a  ftory  at 
this  time ;  and  it  was  fufficient,  that  my  lord  Town^ 
and  lord  Cd^w;/>^r  dined  at  his  houfe.  However, 
we  look  upon  him  as  loft  to  our  fide;  and  he  has  cer- 
tainly made  advances  of  civility  to  the  whigs,  which 
they  have  returned  with  the  utmoft  contempt.    I  am 
told  Dtfinal  *  begins  to  declare  for  his  old  friends,  and 
protefts  he  was  really  afraid  for  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion,  which  made  him  aft  in  the  manner  he  did. 
The  foreign  peers  are  certainly  deprived  of  their  right 
of  voting  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the  adl  of  fuccef- 
fion ;  and  it  appears  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legif- 
lature  at  that  time,  for  prince  George  of  Denmark  was 
excepted  by  name  ;  but  it  is  thought  the  lords  will 
interpret  it  otherwife  when  it  comes  tobe  tried.  They 
don't  lofe  the  other  privileges  of  peerage,  and  their 
pofterity  born  here  may  fit  in  the  houfe.    The  fame 
claufe  extends  to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  no  fo- 
reigner can  enjoy  any  employment,  civil  or  military. 
They  may  be  favourable  to  the  lords,  who  are  all 
whigs  \  but  I  doubt  poor  Duke  Dijhey  will  lofe  his  re- 
giment.   1  fuppofe  Barber  has  given  you  an  account 

of  lord  B  's  pamphlet.    If  you  and  he  are  net 

eome  toaneclairciffement  upon  it,  fhall  I  fend  to  him 
for  it  ?  I  long  for  the  other.  Yefterday  the  commons 


*  The  earl  of  Nottingham. 
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voted  nemtnecon.  to  pay  the  Hanover  troops,  that  de- 
ferted  us  in  17 12.  To-day  Sir  William  Wyndham^ 
Campion^  and  two  or  three  more,  gave  fome  oppofi- 
tion  to  it ;  for  which  they  are  extremely  blamed.  I 
think  they  had  a£led  right,  if  they  had  fpoke  againfl: 
it  yefterday  ;  but  it  feems  they  were  not  then  in  the 
houfe.  They  had  not  ftrength  enough  to-day  to  come 
to  a  divifion. 

Once  more  I  wifh  you  a  good  journey  and  a  quick 
return ;  and  I  hope  you  will  find  things  go  better 
than  you  expeft. 

LETTER  CLIX. 

Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Arbuth  not,  or  the  Dean  of 

St.  Patrick's, 

Hanover,  Aug.  16,  17 14. 

You  remember,  I  fuppofe,  that  I  was  to  write  you 
abundance  of  letters  from  Hanover;  but  as  one  of  the 
moft  diftinguiftiing  qualities  of  a  politician  is  fecrecy, 
you  muft  not  expeft  from  me  any  arcanas  of  ftate. 
There  is  another  thing,  that  isneceflary  toeftablifli  the 
chara£ler  of  a  politician  5  which  is,  to  feem  always 
to  be  full  of  affairs  of  ftate;  to  know  the  confultations 
of  the  cabinet  council,  when  at  the  fame  time  all  his 
politics  are  colleited  from  news-papers.  Which  of 
thefe  two  caufes  my  fecrecy  is  owing  to,  I  leave  you 
to  determine.  There  is  yet  one  thing  more,  that  is 
extremely  neceffary  for  a  foreign  minifter,  which  he 
can  no  more  be  without,  than  an  artizan  without  his 
terms ;  I  mean,  the  terms  of  his  art*   I  call  it  an  art  . 

or 
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or  fclence,  becaufe  I  think  the  king  of  France  hath 
eftablifhed  an  academy  to  inftrudl  the  young  Machia-- 
vellians^  of  his  country  in  the  deep  and  profound  fci- 
ence  of  politics.  To  the  end  that  I  might  be  quali- 
fied for  an  employment  of  this  nature,  and  not  only 
be  qualified  myfelf,  but  (to  fpeak  in  the  ftile  of  Sir 
jfohn  Faljiaff)  be  the  caufe  of  qualifications  in  others, 
I  have  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  read  memoirs,  treaties, 
t£c.  And  as  a  dictionary  of  law  terms  is  thought 
neceflary  for  young  beginners  ;  fo  I  thought  a  dic- 
tionary of  terms  of  ftate  would  be  no  lefs  ufeful  foi: 
young  politicians.  Txhe  terms  of  politics  being  not 
fo  numerous,  astofwell  into  a  volume,  efpeciaUyiht 
time  of  peace,  (for  in  time  of  war  all  the  terms  of 
fortification  are  included)  I  thought  fit  to  extraft 
them  in  the  fame  manner,  for  the  benefit  of  young 
practitioners,  as  a  famous  author  hath  compiled  his 
learned  treatife  of  the  law,  called  the  DoCtor  and 
Student.  I  have  not  made  any  great  progrefs  in  this 
piece  ;  but,  however,  I  will  juft  give  you  a  fpecimeft 
of  it,  which  will  make  you  in  the  fame  manner  a 
judge  of  the  defign  and  nature  of  this  treatife. 

Politician.  What  are  the  neceflary  tools  for  a  prince 
to  work  with  ? 

Student,    Minifters  of  ftate. 

Politician,  What  are  the  two  great  qualities  of  a 
minifter  of  ftate  ? 

Student.    Secrecy  and  difpatch. 

Politician.  Into  how  many  parts  are  the  minifters 
of  ftate  divided  ? 

Student.  Intotwo.  Firft,  minifters  of  ftate  at  home; 
Vol,  II,  H  fecondly 
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fecondly,  minifters  of  ftate  abroad,  who  are  called 
foreign  minifters. 

Poliilcwn.  Very  right.  Now,  asldefign70u  for 
the  latter  of  thefe  employments,  I  (hall  wave  faying 
any  thing  of  the  firft  of  thefe.  What  are  the  different 
degrees  of  foreign  minifters  ? 

Student.  Tiie  different  degrees  of  foreign  minifters 
are  as  follow.  Firft,  Plenipotentiaries.  Second, 
Embafl*adors  extraordinary.  Third,  Embafladorsin 
ordinary.  Fourth,  Envoys  extraordinary.  Fifth, 
Envoys  in  ordinary.  Sixth,  Refidents.  Seventh, 
Confuls.    And  eighth.  Secretaries. 

Politician.  How  is  a  foreign  minifter  to  be  known  ? 

Stude7it.    By  his  credentials. 

Politician.  When  are  a  foreign  minifter's  credentials 

to  be  delivered  ? 

Student.  Upon  his  firft  admlffion into  the prefence 
of  the  prince,  to  whom  he  is  fent,  otherwife  called 
his  firft  audience. 

Politician.    How  many  kind  of  audiences  are  there  ? 
Student.  Two,  which  are  called  a  public  audience, 
and  a  private  audience. 

Politician.  What  ftiould  a  foreign  minifter's  beha- 
viour be  when  he  has  firft  audience  ? 

Student.  Heftiould  bow  profoundly,  fpeak  delibe- 
rately,  and  wear  both  fides  of  his  long  periwig  be- 
fore. 

By  thefe  few  queftlons  and  anfwers  you  maybe  able 
tomake  fome  judgement  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  this  poli- 
tic treatife.  mcquefort,  it  is  true,  can  never  be  fuffi- 
ciently  admired  for  his  elaborate  treatife  of  the  con- 
^  ^  duct 
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du£l  of  an  embaflador  in  all  his  negotiations  :  but  I 
defign  this  only  as  a  compedium,  or  the  embafia^ 
dor's  manuel,  or  vade  mecum. 

I  have  wrote  fo  far  of  this  letter,  and  do  not  know 
who  to  fend  it  to ;  but  I  have  now  determined  to  fend 
it,  either  toDr.  Arhuthnot^  or  thedean  ofSt.  Patrick's^ 
or  to  both.  My  lord  Clarendon  is  very  much  approved 
of  at  court ;  and  I  believe  is  not  diflatisfied  with  his 
reception.  We  have  not  much  variety  of  diverfions : 
what  wedidyefterdayand  to-day  we  fliall  do  to-mor- 
row ;  which  is  to  go  to  court,  and  walk  in  the  gar- 
dens at  Herenhaufen.  If  I  write  any  more,  my  letter 
will  be  juft  like  my  diverfions,  the  fame  thing  over 
and  over  again.  So,  Sirs,  your  moft  obliged,  huin< 
ble  fervant,  J.  G  A  Y. 

I  would  have  writ  this  letter  over  again,  but  I  had 
not  time.    Corredl  all  erratas. 

LETTER  CLX. 

♦ 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 
DEAR  BROTHER,  oa.  19,  1714. 

Even  in  affliftion  your  letter  made  me  melan- 
choly, and  communicated  fome  of  the  fpleen,  which 
you  had,  when  you  wrote  it,  and  made  me  forfeit 
fome  of  my  reputation  of  chearfulnefs  and  temper  un- 
der afflidlion.  However,  I  have  fo  many  fubjecSis 
amongft  my  friends  and  fellow-fervants  to  be  grieved 
for,  that  I  can  eafily  turn  it  off  myfelf  with  credit. 
The  queen's  poor  fervants  are  like  fo  many  poor  or- 
phans expofed  in  the  very  ftreets.    And  thofe,  whofe 

H  2  pall 
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paft  obligations  of  gratitude  and  honour  ought  tohave 
engaged  them  to  have  reprefented  their  cafe,  pafs  by 
them,  like  fo  many  abandoned  creatures,  without  the 
poffibility  of  ever  being  able  to  make  the  leaft  return, 
for  a  favour,  which  has  added  to  my  theory  of  human 
virtue. 

I  wifli  I  did  not  only  haunt  you  in  the  obliging 
and  afFedlionate  fenfe  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  it, 
but  were  perfonally  prefent  with  you ;  and  I  think 
it  were  hardly  in  the  power  of  fortune  not  to  make 
fome  minutes  pleafant.  I  dine  with  my  lord  and  lady 
MaJIjam  tO'dzy^  where  we  will,  as  ufually,  remember 
you. 

You  have  read  ere  this  time  the  hi/lory  of  the  White 
Staffs ^  which  is  either  contrived  by  an  enemy,  or  by 
himfelf,  to  bring  down  vengeance ;  and  I  have  told 
fome  of  his  neareft  friends  fo.  All  the  dragon  can  fay 
will  not  give  him  one  fingle  friend  amongft  the  whole 
party  ;  and  therefore  I  even  wonder  at  him,  which 
you  will  fay  is  a  ftrange  thing.  The  very  great  per- 
fon  of  all  t  can  hardly  fpeak  of  him  with  patience. 
The  Conde  ads  like  a  man  of  fpirit,  makes  up  to  the 

*  <  A  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Daniel  de  Foe,  and  publiflied 
3714.,  in  8vo,  in  two  parts,  under  the  title  of  Thefecret  hijiory  of 
the  Whit^  Staff',  being  an  account  of  affairs  under  theconduB  of  fome 
late  miniftersy  andofnjuhat  fnight  probably  ha^ve  happened,  if  her 
Tuajefy  had  not  died.  Soon  after  the  publication  of  it  came  out 
in  8vo,  A  deteaion  ofthefiphifny  and  falfities  oj  the  pamphlet,  en- 
titled. The  fecret  hiftory  of  the  White  Staff,  containingan  enquiry 
into  /y^^ftaffV  conduB  in  the  late  management,  particularly  ^ith 
refpeSi  to  the  protefant  fucceffion: 

f  <  Probably  king  George \C 
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k  ,  and  talks  to  him,  and  would  have  afl:ed  with 

more  fenfe  than  any  of  them,  could  he  have  had  any 
body  to  have  afted  along  with  him :  nos  nnmerus  fit- 
mus^  &c.  The  man  you  fpeak  of  is  juft  as  you  de-- 
fcribe,  fo  I  beg  pardon.  Shadwell  fays,  he  will  have 
my  place  at  Chelfea.  Garth  told  me,  his  merit  was 
giving  intelligence  about  his  miftrefs's  health.  I  de- 
fired  he  would  do  me  the  favour  to  fay,  that  I  valued 
myfelf  upon  quite  the  contrary  ;  and  I  hoped  to  live 
to  fee  the  day,  when  his  majefty  would  value  me  the 
more  for  it  too.  I  have  not  feen  any  thing  as  yet  to 
makeme  recant  a  certain  inconvenient  opinion  I  have, 
that  one  cannot  pay  too  dear  for  peace  of  mind. 

Poor  philofopher  Berkeley^  has  now  the  idea  *  of 
health,  which  was  very  hard  to  produce  in  him ;  for 
he  had  an  idea  of  a  ftrange  fever  upon  him  fo  ftrong, 
that  it  was  very  hard  to  deftroy  it  by  introducing  a 
contrary  one.  Poor  Gay  is  much  where  he  was,  only 
outof  tfte  t  duchefs's  family  and  fervice.  He  hasfome 
confidence  in  the  princefsandcountefsof  Picborough  ; 
I  wifli  it  may  be  fignificant  to  him.  1  advifed  him  to 
make  a  poem  upon  the  princefs  before  (he  came  over, 
defcribing  her  to  thQEngUJh  ladies;  for  it  feems  the 
princefs  does  not  diflikethat.  She  is  really  a  perfon, 
that  I  believe  will  give  great  content  to  every  body. 
But  Gayw^iS  in  fuch  a  groveling  condition,  as  to  the 
affairs  of  the  world,  that  his  mufe  would  not  ftoop  to 
vifit  him.    I  can  fay  no  more  of  news,  than  that  you 

*  This  alludes  to  this  book,  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove, 
that  all  things  fuppofecl  to  depend  upon  a  material  world  fubfift 
only  in  idea, 

-j-  The  duchefs  of  Monmouth^ 

H  3  will 
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will  find  the  proceedings  hitherto  have  been  compa- 
ratively gentle.  Adieu. 

LETTER  CLXI 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

I  Thank  you  kindly  for  yours,  with  the  inclofed 
from  our  friend.    I  would  have  obeyed  your  com- 
mands as  to  the  hifory  of  the  White  Stajf ;  but  that  there 
really  is  no  anfwer  to  it,  more  than  a  thing,  that 
rifes  juft  out  of  what  is  faid  in  the  hiftory.  None 
wrote  on  purpofe  by  any  one,  that  knows  matters  of 
faa,  or  can  contradi£l  what  he  fays  \  or  indeed  wrote 
by  concert  of  the  perfons,  that  are  attacked.    And  I 
reckon  any  other  is  not  worth  your  while  to  read. 
The  dragon  denies  it  ;  but  as  I  told  the  governor,  it 
is  neceffary  for  him  to  do  that  in  a  very  folemn  and 
ftrong  manner ;  elfe  there  will  be  a  ripping  anfwer, 
as  you  fay.    All  things  go  on  at  the  ufual  rate.  I 
'.im  at  an  uncertainty  ftill  as  to  my  little  office.  I  leave 
them  to  do  juft  as  they  pleafe.    George  Fielding  and 
brigadier  Brlltain  are  grooms  of  the  bedchamber, 
which  does  not  feem  altogether  the  doing  of  a  certain 
great  man.    The  groom  of  theftole  is  ftill  uncertain, 
lying  betwixt  two,  thatyouknow.  I  am  told,  thatthe 
great  perfon  of  all  has  fpoke  more  contemptibly  of  the 
"dragoii  than  of  any  body,  and  in  very  hard  terms.  Plas 
not"  he  managed  finely  at  laft  ?  The  princefs  gives 
great  content  to  every  body.    I  will  add  no  more, 

*  Written  on  the  faine  paper  with  the  laft, 

beina" 
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being  to  wi  Ite  on  the  other  fide  to  the  dean  ;  which 
pray  forward. 

LETTER  CLXII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Sir  Arthur  Langford. 

SIR,  Trim,  OSi.  30,  17 14. 

I  Was  to  wait  on  you  the  other  day,  and  was  told 
by  your  fervant,  that  you  are  not  to  be  feen  till  to- 
wards evening,  which,  at  the  diftance  I  am  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  cannot  eafily  be  compafled.  My 

principal  bufinefs  was  to  let  you  know,  that  fmce  my 
laft  return  from  ^K^/Wmanyperfons  have  complamed 

to  me,  that  I  fuffered  a  conventicle  to  be  kept  in  my 
parifti,  and  in  a  place,  where  there  never  was  any 
before.  I  mentioned  this  to  your  nephew  Roivley  m 
Dubliny  when  he  came  to  me  with  this  mefiage  from 
you;  but  I  could  not  prevail  with  him  to  write  to  you 
about  it.  I  have  always  looked  upon  you  as  an  ho- 
neft  gentleman,  of  great  charity  and  piety  In  your 
way,  and  I  hope  you  will  remember,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  becomes  you  to  be  a  legal  m,an,  and  that  you 
will  not  promote  or  encourage,  much  lefs  give  a  be- 
ginning to,  a  thing  direaiy  contrary  to  the  law. 
You  know  the  diffenters  in  Inland  are  fuffered  to  have 
their  conventicles  only  by  connivance,  and  that  only 
in  places  where  they  formerly  ufed  to  meet.  Whereas 
this  conventicle  of  yours  is  a  new  thing,  in  a  new 
place,  entirely  of  your  own  eredion,  and  perverted  to 
this  in  ufe  from  the  dcfigu  you  outwardly  feemed  to 
have  intended  it  for.  It  has  been  the  weaknefs  of  the 

A  diflcnters 
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diflenters  to  be  too  fanguineand  affumingupon  events 
in  the  ftate,  which  appeared  to  give  them  the  leaft  en- 
couragement ^  and  this,  in  other  turns  of  affairs,  hath 
proved  very  much  to  their  difadvantae;e.  The  moft 
moderate  churchmen  may  be  apt  to  refent  when  they 
fee  a  fedt,  without  toleration  by  law,  infulting  the 
eftabliflied  religion.  Whenever  the  legiflature  fhall 
think  fit  to  give  them  leave  to  build  new  conventi- 
cles, all  good  churchmen  will  fubmit ;  but  till  then 
we  can  hardly  fee  it  without  betraying  our  church,  I 
hope  therefore  you  will  not  think  it  hard,  if  I  take 
thofe  methods,  which  my  duty  obliges  me,  to  prevent 
this  growing  evil,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  unlefs 
you  fhall  think  fit  from  your  own  prudence,  or  the 
advice  of  fonie  underflanding  friends,  to  ftiut  up  the 
doors  of  that  conventicle  for  the  future.  I  am,  with 
true  friendfliip  and  efleem.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervantj^  B. 

LETTER  CLXIII, 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Nov.  4,  1 714. 

i  Have  one  letter  from  you  to  acknowledge,  which 
I  will  do  very  foon.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fend  this 
to  acquaint  you,  that  if  you  have  not  already  hid 
your  papers  in  fome  private  place  in  the  hands  of  a 
trufty  friend,  I  fear  they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
our  enemies.  Sure,  you  have  already  taken  care  in 
this  matter,  by  what  the  public  prints  told  you  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  great  men  towards  the  earl  of 

Strajford 
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Strajford  and  Mr.  Prior.  However,  for  greater  cau- 
tion, this  is  fent  you  by  1  am,  iffc. 

LETTER  CLXIV. 
Monfieur  Swift  a  Monfieur  Giraldi, 

MONSIEUR,  De  Dublin,  Fevrlere  ^5,  1 714-15. 

Je  prens  la  liberte  de  vous  prefenter  le  poiteur  de 
cellucy,  Monfieur  Howard^  gentilhomme  favant  et  de 
condition  de  ce  pais  cy;  qui  pretend  de  faire  le  tour 
d'  Italie ;  et  qui  etant  chanoine  en  men  doyenne,  et 
profefleur  de  college  icy,  veut  en  voyageant  parmi 
les  catholique  s'opiniatrer  le  plus  dans  fon  herefie. 
Et  apres  tout,  Monfieur,  il  n'eft  que  jufte,  que  puif-* 
que  vous  avez  derobe  notre  franchife  Angklje  pour 
I'ajouter  a  votre  politeffe  Italienne^  quequelques  uns 
de  nous  autres  tramontanes  d-evoient  en  voyageant 
chez  vous  a  faire  des  reprifailles.  Vous  mefouffiriez 
aufli  de  vous  prier  de  prefenter  mes  tres  humble  de- 
voirs a  fon  altelTe  royale  le  Grand  Due. 

Pour  mon  particulier,  Monfieur,  je  prens  la  liberte 
de  vous  dire,  que  deux  mois  d^vant  la  mort  de  la 
reine,  voyant,  qu'il  etoit  tout  a  fait  impoffible  de 
r'accomrrK)der  mes  amis  du  miniftere,  je  me  retire  a 
lacampagne  en  Berk/hire^  d'ou  apres  ce  trifle  evene- 
ment  je  venois  en  Irlandc^  ou  je  demure  en  mon  doy- 
enne, et  attens  avec  la  refignation  d'un  bon  Chretien 
la  ruin  de  notre  caufe  et  de  mes  amis,  managee  tous 
les  jous  par  la  fa£lion  dominante.  Car  ces  Meffieurs 
font  tout  a  fait  refolu  de  trancher  une  demi-douzaine 
des  tetes  des  millcurs    Anglcterre^  et  que  vous  avez 

fort 
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fort  blen  connus  et  eftimes.  Dieu  fait  que  en  fera 
I'evenement.  Pour  moy,  j'ai  quitte  pour  jamais  la  po- 
litique, et  avec  la  permiffiondes  bons  gens,  qui  font 
maintenant  en  vogue,  je  demeureray  la  refte  de  ma 
vie  en  mon  hermitage  pour  fonger  a  mon  falut. 

Adieu,  Monfieur,  et  me  faites  la  juftice  de  croire, 
que  je  fuis,  avec  beaucoup  de  refped,  Monfieur,  vo- 
trc,  &c. 

Note^  Monfieur  Glraldi  v^as  fecretary  to  the  duke 
of  Tufcany. 

LETTER  CLXV. 

r 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Aug.  6,  1715. 

I  Received  your  very  Heraclitian  letter.  I  am 
kinder  than  you.  I  defire  to  hear  your  complaints, 
and  will  always  fhare  them,  when  I  cannot  remove 
them.  I  ftiould  have  the  fame  concern  for  things  as 
you,  w^ere  I  not  convinced,  that  a  comet  will  make 
much  more  ftrange  revolutions  upon  the  face  of  our 
globe,  than  all  the  petty  changes,  that  can  be  occa- 
fioncd  by  governments  and  miniftrics.  And  you  will 
allow  it  to  be  a  matter  of  importance,  to  think  of 
methods  to  fave  one's  felf  and  family  in  fuch  a  terri- 
ble fliock,  when  this  whole  earth  will  turn  upon  new 
poles  and  revolve  in  a  new  orbit.  I  confider  myfelf 
as  a  poor  paffenger,  and  that  the  earth  is  not  to  be 
forfaken,  nor  the  rocks  removed  from  me.  But  you 
are  certainly  fome  firft  miniftcr  of  a  great  monarch, 
who,  for  iomc  misbehaviour,  are  condemiied,  in  this 
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revolution  of  things,  to  govern  a  chapter,  and  a  choir 
of  finging-  men .  1  am  fure  I  fhould  think  my felf  happy, 
if  I  had  only  fuch  a  province  as  the  latter.  Cer- 
tainly your  chapter  is  too  peaceable,  and  not  like  other 
chapters ;  elfe  they  would  give  you  more  occupation. 
You  fee  I  begin  v^ith  philofophy.  As  to  bufinefs,  I 
this  moment  faw  the  dragon.    He  had  your  letters, 
and  {hewed  them  to  me  fome  time  ago,  and  feems  to 
be  mighty  fond  of  the  project:  only  he  is  to  be  at 
Wimpley  and  not  in  Herefordjhire^  and  it  is  but  a  ftep 
further.    He  is  to  write  to-night,  if  you  believe  him, 
to  that  very  purpofe;  nay,  I  am  to  have  the  letter  to 
inclofe,  and  I  intend  to  keep  mine  open  till  eleven. 
It  is  ftrange,  that  you  fhould  imagine  the  dragon  had 
caft  his  exuviae  in  his  den  *,  or  that  confinement  is  a 
cure  for  inactivity;  fo  far  from  it,  all  thefe  habits  are 
ten  times  ftronger  upon  him  than  ever.    Lewis  will 
furnifli  you  with  a  collection  of  new  ftories,  that  are 
as  far  beyond  the  old  ones,  as  you  can  imagine. 
Therefore  I  fay  again,  come,  and  you  will  be  far 
from  finding  any  fuch  difmal  fcenes  as  you  defcribe. 
Your  own  letter  will  furnifli  you  with  topics  to  con- 
quer your  melancholy.    For  in  fuch  a  mutability 
what  is  it,  that  mufl:  not  in  time  calt  up  ?  Even  the 
return  of  that  brother  f  you  mention.  And  as  philo- 
fophical  as  I  am,  I  fhould  be  very  fad,  if  I  cid  not 
think  that  very  probable  and  feafible.    As  to  your 
friends,  tho'  the  world  is  changed  to  them,  they  are 
not  changed  to  you ;  and  you  v^^ill  be  carefied  as  much 

*  He  was  fent  to  the  Tiw^r* 

f  Bollnghroke. 
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as  ever,  and  by  fome,  that  bore  you  no  good  will  for-' 
merly*   Do  you  think  there  is  no  pleafure  in  hearing 

the  H  r  club  *  declaim  upon  the  clemency  and 

gentlenefs  of  the  late  reign,  and  a  thoufand  ftranger 
things  ?  As  for  the  conftitution,  it  is  in  no  more  dan- 
ger than  a  ftrong  man,  that  has  got  a  little  furfeit  by 
drun'  ennefs.  All  will  be  well,  and  people  recover 
their  fober  fenfes  every  day.  .  Several  of  your  friends 

dine  with  me  to-day,  lady  Afa  ,  John  Dru??imond, 

the  judge,  &c.  where  you  will  be  remembered.  I  wifli 
I  could  return  your  compliments  as  to  my  v/ife  and 
bairnes.  Sure  you  are  a  very  ill  hufband,  for  you  had 
the  compleat  thoufand,  when  you  were  in  England, 
and  fixpence  of  another  thoufand  given  by  the  dra- 
gon.   I  remember  that  full  well.    L  is  gone  his 

progrefs.  I  fhall  be  at  Baih  in  a  fortnight.  Come 
that  way.  Adieu. 

I  really  think  the  perfon  I  recommended  will  do 
welh  he  will  be  quite  another  thing  before  Michael- 
7?ias,  with  ^^/J/j^r^^-Zs  t  teaching,  ^c.  He  ha^  a 
good  voice. 

LETTER  CLXVL 
Dr.  Friend  t  to  Dr.  Sv^^ift. 

MR.  DEAN,  Weftm.  Sept.  20, 171 5. 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  lady/f^rry  for  giving  you  an 
occafion  of  writing,  and  (hall  always  be  pleafed  in 
receiving  any  commands  from  you.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice 

*  Hanow'  club,  of  which  Amhrofe  Phillips,  efqj  wasfecretary. 
t  See  the  note  on  PWcr's  letter,  A^itA  Augnji  16,  1713. 
t  «  Fcbcrt  Friend,  D.  D.  mafter  of  mpiir^er-fchool: 
-i-  IS 
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IS  very  promlfmg,  and  a  favourite  of  mine  already.  I 
had  never  feen  nor  heard  from  any  one,  that  was  con- 
cerned for  him,  till  I  had  the  favour  of  yours;  but 
as  I  had  taken  a  particular  notice  of  him  on  his  own 
account,  I  fliall  now  do  it  much  more  upon  yours* 
This  will  be  brought  to  you  by  your  kinfman,  Mr. 
Rolt.  I  am  glad  I  can  tell  you,  that  he  has  behaved 
himfelf  very  well  here.  He  is  not  of  the  high  eft  fort^ 
but  is  very  fober  and  induftrlous,  and  will  work  out 
his  way,  and,  1  believe,  deferve  any  encouragement 
you  are  pleafed  to  give  him.  Things  are  in  an  odd 
pofture  with  us  at  prefent;  and  the  ftate  of  banifh- 
ment  you  are  in,  may  be  endured  without  much  re- 
gret :  however,  I  fliall  hope  in  a  little  time  to  fee  you 
here,  when  more  of  your  friends  are  in  town. 

The  bifliop  *  and  my  brother  f  are  much  yours, 
and  very  defirous  of  a  happy  meeting  with  you.  Be- 
fore this  can  be  with  you,  you'll  be  able  to  guefs  how 
foon  that  may  happen.  And  may  it  be  as  foon  as  is 
wiflied  by.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  faithful  hum- 
ble fervant,  R.  FRIEND. 


LETTER  CLXVII. 
The  Duchefs  of  Ormond  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  06i:ob.  17,  1715. 

I  Was  extremely  pleafed  to  find  you  had  not  forgot 
your  friends,  when  i  t  is  fo  hard  for  them  to  write  to  you, 

*  «  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury,  bi/hop  of  Rochejier,'* 
t  «  John  Friend,  M,  D.' 
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andjby  their  concern  for  you,  put  you  in  mind  of  them. 
But  I  find  no  misfortunes  can  leffen  your  fricndfliip, 
which  is  fo  great,  as  to  blind  you  of  the  fide  of  their 
faults,  and  make  you  believe  you  fee  virtues  in  them, 
it  were  happy  for  them  they  enjoyed  in  any  degree  ; 
for,  I  am  fure,  fome  of  thofe  you  named  are  much 
wanted  at  this  time.    I  was  as  you  heard,  very  well 
pleafed,  that  my  friend  *  was  fafe  as  to  his  perfon, 
but  very  uneafy  at  feeing  his  reputation  fo  treated.  As 
to  his  fortune,   it  is  yet  in  difpute.    However,  as 
long  as  he  is  well,  I  am  fatisfy'd .    It  is  with  difficulty 
Ido  hear  but  now  and  then  ;  a  ftraggling  body  brings 
me  an  account  of  him  ;  for  there  has  been  no  en- 
couragement to  write  by  the  poft,  all  letters  mifcar- 
rying,  that  either  he  or  I  have  wrote  that  way,  that 
we  have  given  it  over  now,  and  truft  to  accident  for 
the  news  of  each  other.  I  hope  I  fliall  hear  from  you 
oftner  than  I  have  done  for  fome  months  pad  :  for  no 
friend  you  have  has  more  refped  for  you,  than,  your 
moft  humble  fervant, 

M.  ORMOND. 

Your  niece  Betty  f  is  your  humble  fervant. 

*  The  Duke,  who  being  fufpeaed  of  treafonable  Praaices, 
or  defigns,  went  abroad. 
+  Her  grace's  daughter. 
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LETTER  CLXVni. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  FRIEND,  Indorfed 

Received  Dec,  a,  I7i5«** 

I  Hope  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  and  I 
hope  in  greater  tranquillity  of  mind,  than  when  we 
ufed  to  lament  together  at  your  ofEce  for  the  eternal 
faults  of  our  friends.  I  have  feen  the  dragon  thrice 
fmcelwrotetoyou.  He  is  without  fliadow  of  change; 
the  greateft  example  of  an  unfliaken  tranquillity  of 
mind,  that  ever  I  yet  faw,  feeming  perfectly  well 
fatisfied  with  his  own  condud  in  every  particular. 
You  know  we  have  often  faid^  that  there  is  but  one 
dragon  in  rerum  natura.  I  don't  know  what  he  thinks, 
but  I  am  perfe£lly  well  fatisfied,  that  there  will  not 
be  that  one  dragon  left,  if  fome  people  have  their 
will.  Haly  Bajfa^  they  fay  ftruggles  for  his  fon-in- 
law.  It  is  generous  and  grateful.  There  is  a  prodi- 
gious quarrel  between  him  and  the  prefident  about  it*, 
I  am  not  yet  out,  but  expecft  to  be  foon.  Adieu. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you  of  the  Pretender's 
declaration,  in  which  there  are  words  to  this  pur- 
pofe:  ^  That  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  good 
<  intention  of  his  fifter,  which  was  the  reafon  that  he 
'  fat  quiet  in  her  time  ;  but  now  was  difappointedbv 
^  the  deplorable  accident  of  her  fudden  death.' 

*  «  The  prefident  of  the  council,  who  at  that  time  was  Daniel 
earl     Nottingham  J" 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER    CLXIX  *. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift# 

DEAR  BROTHER, 

I  Send  you  the  fcrap  of  a  letter  begun  to  you  by 
the  whole  fociety,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  you  even  value 
the  fragments  of  your  friends.  The  honeft  gentle- 
man, at  w^hofe  lodgings  we  wrote,  is  gone  for  France. 
1  really  value  your  judgment  extremely  in  chufing 
your  friends.  I  think  worthy  Mr.  Ford  is  an  inftance 
of  it,  being  an  honeft,  fenfible,  firm,  friendly  man, 
et  quails  ab  inceptu  procejferat,  l^c.  ^ 

Tho',  by  the  way,  praifmg  your  judgment  isalit- 
tie  compliment  to  myfelf,  Vv^hich  1  am  apt  to  fall  into 
of  late,  no-body  now  being  at  the  trouble  of  doing 
it  for  me.  The  ParneUia?:,  who  was  to  have  carried 
this  letter,  feems  to  have  changed  his  mind  by  fome 
fuddenturn  in  his  affairs  ;  but  I  wifli  his  hopes  may 
not  be  the  effea  of  fome  accidental  thing  working 
upon  hisfpirits,  rather  than  any  well-grounded  pro- 

jeft. 

If  it  be  any  pleafure  to  you,  I  can  allure  you,  that 
youare  remembered  kindly  by  your  friends,  and  I  be- 
lieve not  altogether  forgot  by  your  enemies.  I  think 
both  is  for  your  reputation.  I  am  told,  that  I  am  to 
lofe  my  little  preferment  :  however,  T  hope  to  be  able 
to  keep  a  hitie  habitation  warm  in  town.  I  cannot 
but  fav,  I  think  there  is  one  thing  in  your  circum- 
ftanceJ,  Oaat  muft  make  any  man  happy  ^  which  is,  a 

*  Written  on  the  fame  paper  with  the  laH:. 

liberty 
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liberty  to  preach.  Such  a  prodigious  privilege,  that  if 
it  did  jnot  border  upon  fimony,  I  could  really  pur- 
chafe  it  for  a  fum  of  money.  For  my  part,  1  never 
imagine  any  man  can  be  uneafy,  that  has  the  oppor- 
tunity of  venting  himfelf  to  a  whole  congregation 
once  a  week.  And  you  may  pretend  what  you  will, 
I  am  fure  you  think  fo  too,  or  you  don't  judge  right. 
As  for  news,  I  never  enquire  about  any.  Fuimus 

My  prefcnt  politics  is  to  give  no  difturbance  to  the 
prefent  folks  in  the  due  exercife  of  their  power,  for 
fear  of  forcing  them  to  do  very  ftrange  things,  rather 
than  part  with  what  they  love  to  well.  Untoward  re- 
ports in  the  country  will  make  elections  dearer,  which 
I  am  forry  for.  The  dragon^  I  am  afraid,  will  be 
ftruck  at.    Adieu,  inhafte. 

LETTER  CtXX, 
Duchefs  of  O  R  M  o  N  D  to  Dr,  Swift. 

SI  R,  Jan.  23,  1715-16. 

Your  letter  was  a  great  while  upon  the  road,  be- 
fore I  had  the  good  luck  to  have  it ,  and  I  think  I  was 
happy,  that  it  ever  arrived  here;  for  it  is  the  fecond 
letter  I  have  received  out  of  Ireland  in  above  feven 
months.  Either  thofe  few  friends  I  have  there  are 
afraid  of  taking  notice  of  me,  or  my  enemies  won't 
let  me  have  the  comfort  of  thinking  I  have  any  left, 
and  therefore  flop  my  letters.  I  give  you  a  thoufand 
thanksforfokindiyremembering  anabfent  friend.  As 

Vol,  II.  I  you 
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you  always  think  right,  I  don't  wonder  you  are  of  the 
opinion  our  friend  *  has  not  all  his  good  offices  very 
well  returned.  But  who  live  in  this  world,  muft  arm 
themfelves  with  patience,  and  arefolutionable  to  bear 
ingratitude,  reproach,  poverty  and  affliftions  of  all 
kinds  ;  or  fubmit  to  the  difcipline  of  Bedlam. 

I  have  not  heard  from  my  matter  f  thefe  many 
months.  I  hope  he  is  well,  becaufe  thegood  natureof 
the  world  would  take  care  I  fhould  hear,  if  he  were 
otherwife. 

The  lady,  you  name  in  your  letter,  lives  at  her 
houfe  in  Berkjhire.  I  can't  entertain  you  with  fo  much 
as  the  tittle-tattle  of  the  town,  having  not  feen  it 
thefe  four  months,  nor  fcarce  any  thing  but  froft  and 
fnow ;  which  makes  me  converfe  moft  with  robin- 
red  breafts,  that  do  me  the  favour  to  come  in  at  the 
windows  to  fee  me.  Your  niece  is  your  humble  fer- 
vant ;  but  not  well,  having  a  rafli. 

I  believe  by  this  time  you  wifli  you  had  not  pro- 
voked me  to  write  ;  fmce  you  are  troubled  with  fo 
long  a  fcroU  from  me  ;  who  am,  with  great  truth. 
Sir,  your  moft  fmcere  friend,  and  humble  fervant. 

*  *  Probably  tlie  earl  of  Oxford."* 

f  «  Theduke  of  Ormofid,  her  hufband.' 
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LETTER  CLXXr. 
Bifliop  Attereury  to  Dr.  Swift. 

GOOD  MR.  DEAN,      Bromley*,  April  6,  1716. 

My  gout  kept  me  fo  long  a  prifoner  at  Weftminijler 
this  winter,  that  I  have  fixed  at  Bromley  this  fpring 
much  fooner  than  ever  I  yet  did,  for  which  reafon  my 
meeting  with  Dr.  Younger  v^'^X  be  more  difficult,  than 
it  would  be,  had  I  been  ftill  at  the  deanry  f . 

The  beft  (or  rather  the  worft)  is,  that  I  believe  he 
can  fay  nothing  to  you  upon  the  matter,  about  which 
you  write,  which  v/ill  pleafe  you.  His  deanry  %  is 
of  the  old  foundation,  and  in  all  fuch  foundations  the 
deans  have  no  extraordinary  power  or  privilege,  and 
arc  nothing  more  than  refidentiaries,  with  a  peculiar 
corps  belonging  to  them  as  deans;  thefirftofthe 
chapter,  but  fuch,  whofe  prefence  is  not  neceffary 
towards  the  difpatch  of  any  one  capitular  aft,  the 
fenior  refidentiary  fupplying  their  abfence,  in  every 
cafe,  with  full  authority.  Thus,  1  fay,  the  cafe  ge- 
nerally is  in  the  old  deanries,  unlefs  where  the  local 
ftatutes  may  have  exprefsly  referved  fome  peculiar 
power  or  privilege  to  the  deans  of  thofe  churches. 
But  none  of  them,  I  dare  fay,  have  a  negative  ei- 
ther by  common  law,  cuftom,  or  local  ftatute.  Thus 
much  tofliewyou,  that  a  nice  fearch  into  thepecu- 

*  Bromley  in  Kenty  where  thebifliops  of  Rochejler  have  an  epif- 
copal  palace. 

f  Oflf'ejmwjfer,  v/hich  has  long  been  conne6ted  with  the  bi- 
fliopric  of  RocheJ}er, 
X  '  Oi  Sal'ijlury: 

I  2  liar' 
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liar  rights  of  the  dean  of  Sarum  will  be  needlefs,  if 
not  mifchievous  to  you.  The  three  deanries,  which 
1  have  had,  are  all  of  the  new  foundation,  by  Henry 
VIIL  or  queen  Elizabeth. 

In  the  charters  of  all  there  is  a  claufe,  impowering 
the  dean  to  make,  punifli,  and  unmake  all  the  offi- 
cers.   In  the  ftatutes  of  one  of  them  ( Carlijle)  the 
dean's  confent,  in  ail  graviores  caufa^  is  made  ex- 
prefsly  neceffary,  and  in^the  other  two  nothing  from 
the  foundation  of  thofe  churches  ever  paffed  the  feal 
without  the  dean's  f.gtlletur  firft  written  on  the  leafe, 
patent,  prefentation,  ^c.  which  is  a  manifeft  and 
uncontefted  proof  of  his  negative.    As  to  the  power 
of  propofing,  that  I  apprehend  not  to  be  exclufive  ta 
the  other  members  of  the  chapter.  It  is  a  point  chiefly 
of  decency  and  convenience ;  the  dean  being  the 
principal  perfon,  and  fuppofed  beft  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  in  what  order  they 
are  fitteft  to  be  tranfaded.    But  if  any  one  elfe  of  the 
body  will  propofe  any  thing,  and  the  reft  of  the 
chapter  will  debate  it,  I  fee  not  how  the  dean  can 
hinder  them,  unlefs  it  be  by  leaving  the  chapter ;  and 
that  itfelf  will  be  of  no  moment  in  churches,  where 
his  abfence  doth  not  break  up  and  diffolve  the  chap- 
ter ;  as  it  does,  where  his  confent  to  any  thing  there 
treated  of  is  exprefsly  required  before  it  can  pafs  into 
an  aft.    Where,  indeed,  he  is  allowed  fuch  a  nega- 
tive, he  is  generally  allowed  to  make  all  propofals  ; 
becaufe  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  for  any  one  to  make 
a  proportion,  which  he  can  quafh  by  a  diffent :  but 
this  is  not,  I  fay,  a  matter  of  right,  but  prudence. 

4  Upon 
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'  Upon  the  whole,  the  beft  advice  I  can  give  you,  is, 
whatever  your  powers  are  by  ftatute  or  ufage,  not  to 
infift  on  them  too  ftri<9:ly  in  either  of  the  cafes  men- 
tioned by  you,  unlefs  you  are  very  fure  of  the  favour 
and  countenance  of  your  vifitor.  The  lawyers,  you 
will  find,  whenever  fuch  points  come  before  them  for 
a  decifion,  are  very  apt  to  difregard  ftatutes  and  cu- 
ftom  in  fuch  cafes;  and  to  fay,  that  their  books 
make  the  ad  of  the  majority  of  the  corporation  the 
legal  ad  of  the  body,  without  confidering,  whether 
the  dean  be  among  the  minority  or  no.  And  there- 
fore your  utmoft  dexterity  and  addrefs  will  be  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  a  trial  of  your  right  at 
common  law  ;  which,  it  is  ten  to  one,  '(efpecially  as 
things  now  ftand)  will  go  againft  you.  If  the  refrac- 
tory part  of  your  chapter  are  ftout,  and  men  of  any 
fenfe,  or  fupported  underhand  (the  laft  of  thefe  is 
highly  probable)  you  had  better  make  ufe  of  expe- 
dients to  decline  the  difficulty,  than  bring  it  at  pre- 
fent  to  a  decifion.  Thefe  are  the  beft  lights,  and  thi^ 
the  beft  advice,  I  can  give  you,  after  a  long  expe- 
rience of  the  natural  confequence  of  fuch  ftruggles, 
and  a  careful  fearch  into  the  foundation  of  the  powers 
and  privileges  claimed  and  difputed  on  the  one  fide 
and  the  other.  I  wifh  1  could  fay  any  thing  more  to 
your  fatisfadion,  but  I  cannot  j  and  I  think,  in  all 
fuch  cafes,  the  beft  inftance  I  can  give  you  of  my 
friendfliip,  is  not  to  deceive  you. 

There  is  a  ftatute  in  the  latter  end  o(  king  Henry 
the  eighth's  reign  worthy  of  your  perufal.  The  title 
of  it  relates  to  ihQleafesofhoJpitals^  &c.  and  the  te- 

I  3  nor 
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nor  of  It  did,  in  my  apprehenfion,  feem  always  to 
imply,  that,  without  the  dean,  mafter,  fffr.  nothing 
could  be  legally  done  by  the  corporation.    But  the 
lawyers  will  not  allow  this  to  be  good  doctrine, 
and  fay,  that  ftatute  (notwithftanding  a  conftant 
phrafeof  it)  determines  nothing  of  this  kind,  and,  at 
the  moft,  implies  it  only  as  to  fuch  deanries,  ^c. 
where  the  dean,  mafter,  l^c.  have  the  right  of  a  ne- 
gative, by  ftatute  or  ufage.    And  few  lawyers  there 
are,  who  will  allow  even  thus  much,    I  cannot 
explain  myfelf  farther  on  that  head  ;  but,  when  you 
perufe  the  ftatute,  you  will  fee  what  I  mean ;  though, 
after  all,  it  does  not,  I  believe,  include  Ireland,  How- 
ever, I  look  upon  it  as  a  declaration  of  the  common 
law  here  in  England, 

1  am  forry  you  have  any  occafion  to  write  to 
me  on  thefe  heads,  arid  much  forrier,  that  I  am  not 
able  to  give  you  any  tolerableaccount  of  them.  God 
forgive  thofe,  who  have  furniflied  me  with  this  know- 
ledge, by  involving  me  defignedly  into  thofe  fquab-. 
bles.    I  thank  God,  I  have  forgiven  them. 

I  will  enter  into  nothing  but  the  enquiries  of 
your  letter,  and  therefore  add  not  a  word  more,  ei- 
ther in  Englifo  or  Latin^  but  that  I  am,  with  great 
^fteem,  good  Mr.  Dean,  your  very  aftedionate  hum- 
ble fervant,  FR.ROFFEN, 
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LETTER  CLXXIL 
Lady  B  o  L  I  N  G  B  R  o  K  E  *  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Aug.  4,  1716. 

I  Wifli  your  laft  had  found  me  in  the  country,  but, 
to  my  misfortune,  I  am  ftill  kept  in  town,  foliciting 
my  unfortunate  bufmefs.  I  have  found  great  favour 
from  his  majefty.  But  form  is  a  tedious  thing  to  wait 
upon.  Since  'tis  my  fate,  I  muft  bearit  with  patience, 
and  perfect  it,  if  I  can;  for  there  is  nothing  like  fol- 
lowing bufmefs  one's  felf.  I  am  unwilling  to  ftir 
without  the  feals,  which  I  hope  to  have  foon.  I  have 
been  very  ill ;  this  place  never  agreeing  with  me,  and 
lefs  now  than  ever,  it  being  prodigious  hot  weather. 

I  know  not  what  to  fay  as  to  one  part  of  yours  ; 
only  this,  that  you  will  forgive  the  fears  of  a  woman, 
if  fhe  fays  fhe  is  glad  it  is  as  it  is,  though  it  has  al- 
moft  ruined  her.  I  hope,  one  time  or  other,  his  ma- 
jefty will  find  my  lord  has  been  mifreprefented ;  and, 
by  that  means,  he  may  be  reftored  to  his  country 
once  more  with  honour;  orelfe,  however  harfh  it  may 
found  out  of  my  mouth,  I  had  rather  wear  black. 
Thefe  are  my  real  fentiments.  I  never  thought  my- 
felf,  nor  my  health  of  any  confequence  till  lately  ^ 
and  finceyou  tell  me  'tis  fo  to  the  unworthy,  as  you 
pleafe  to  term  it,  I  fliall  take  care  of  it :  for  the  wor- 
thy, which  I  once  thought  fo,  they  are  good  for  no- 
thing, but  to  neglecSt  diftrefled  friends.    Thofe  few 

*  ^  Frances,  {\vd:^\fe  of  the  lord  vlfcoimt  Boli/igb?'okf,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  IFinchcomb,  of  Buckkbury,  in  Berks. ^ 
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friends  I  meet  with  now,  are  worth  a  thoufand  rela- 
tions :  that  I  found  long  ago.  We  have  the  happi- 
nefs  of  odd,  half-witted  relations,  and  filly,  obfti- 
nate,  opiniatre  friends,  that  are  a  fevere  plague  to 
me,  I  never  could  have  the  pleafure  of  talking  one 
moment  to  the  d — '  -of  O-^- — She  had  al- 
ways company,  and  fome,  that  I  wifli  fhe  had  not.^ 
She  is  now  out  of  town,  and  we  do  not  correfpond  at 
prefent.  I  wifli  herall  happinefs,  and  in  better  hands 
as  to  her  bufinefs.  You  have  a  much  better  opinion 
of  me  than  I  deferve  ;  but  I  will  ftudy  all  I  can  to 
merit  that  favour,  which  you  are  kind  to  aflureme  of^ 
1  wifli  it  were  poffible  for  us  two  to  meet,  that  I 
might  affure  you,  in  perfon,  that  I  am  yours  moft 
faithfully. 

P.  S.  Yours  came  fafe.  I  hope  this  will  to  you. 
There  is  a  lady,  who  never  forgets  you,  and  a  parti- 
cular friend  to  me,  and  has  been  a  great  comfort  to 
me  in  my  trouble ;  I  mean  my  tenant :  flie  is  now  in 
the  country,  to  my  grief. 

'     LETTER  CLXXIir. 
Duchefs  of  O  R  M  o  N  D  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Sept.  14,  1716. 

I  Had  the  ill  fortune  to  mifs  of  that  letter  you  up- 
braid me  with.  I  had  deferved  any  reproaches  you 
could  make  me,  if  it  had  come  to  my  hands,  and  I 
not  made  due  acknowledgments  for  your  enquires 

*  *  Duchefs  of  OrmondJ* 
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lifter  me.  Til  make  you  wifti  you'd  not  been  fo  angry 
with  me;  for  I  will  fcrawl  out  myfelf,  what  you'd  ra- 
ther Betty  or  my  maid  had,  for  they  would  have  made 
fliorter  work  of  it ;  but  I  will  anfwer  every  part  of 
yours,  that  you  obliged  me  with  by  Mr.  Ford, 

Firft,  as  to  the  lady  you  mention,  the  reafon  I  had 
not  feen  her  in  a  great  while  was,  my  being  in  the 
country.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  I  believe  her  hufband 
has  been  a  better  courtier,  than  either  fhe,  or  any  of 
her  fex  could  be ;  becaufe  men  have  it  in  their  power 
to  ferve,  and  I  believe  hers  has  eiFedually  done  what 
lay  in  him. 

You  kindly  afk  how  my  afFairs  go.  There  is  yet 
no  end  of  them,  and  God  only  knows  when  there 
will  be.  For  when  every  thing  was  thought  done,  a 
fudden  blaft  had  blown  all  hopes  away,  and  then  they 
give  me  frefli  expedations.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am 
forced  to  live  upon  the  borrow  ;  my  goods  all  taken 
away;  that  I  fhan't  have  fo  much  as  a  bed  to  lie  upon, 
but  what  I  muft  buy  ;  and  no  money  of  my  own  to 
do  that  with ;  fo  that  you  may  imagine  me  in  a 
chearful  way.    I  pray  God  fupport  me. 

The  gentleman  you  enquired  after  is  very  well  now. 
The  illnefs  you  heard  he  had,  he  has  been  fubje<£l  to 
a  good  while.  What  you  defire,  I  wifli  were  in  the 
power  of  either  his  brother  or  I ;  but  all  will  go  from 
both  of  us  of  every  kind.  Only  they  fay,  that  the 
cloaths  upon  my  back  I  may  perhaps  call  my  own, 
and  that's  all.  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country. 
I  was  fo  ill  there,  that,  if  I  had  not  come  to  the 
phyficians,  I  can't  tell  what  might  have  happened. 

My 
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My  dau2;bter  is  your  moft  humble  fervant,  and  is 
pretty  well  in  health. 

Am  not  I  one  of  my  word,  and  troubled  you  twice 
as  loner  as  you'd  have  wifii'd  ?  But  you'll  find  by  this, 
that  a  woman's  pen  fliould  no  more  be  fet  at  work 
than  her  tongue;  for  {he  never  knows  when  to  let 
either  of 'em  reft.  But  my  paper  puts  m.e  in  mind, 
that  I  have  but  juft  room  to  tell  you  I  wifli  much  to 
fee  you  here,  if  it  could  be  with  your  fatisfadion ; 
and  that  I  am,  with  great  fmcerity.  Sir,  your  faith- 
ful humble  fervant,  M.  OR  MONO. 

LETTER  CLXXIV, 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

061.  23,  1716. 

Tt  is  a  very  great  truth,  that,  among  all  the  lofles, 
which  I  have  fuftained ,  none  affeaed  me  more  fenfi- 
b!y  than  that  of  your  company  and  correfpondence  ; 
and  yet,  even  now,  I  fliould  not  venture  to  write  to 
you,  did  not  you  provoke  me  to  it.  A  commerce  of 
letters  between  two  men,  who  are  out  of  the  world, 
and  who  do  not  care  one  farthing  to  return  into  it 
a^rain,  muft  be  of  little  moment  to  the  ftate  ;  and  yet 
ll-emember  enough  of  that  world,  to  know,  that  the 
moft  innocent  things  become  criminal  in  fome  men, 
as  the  moft  criminal  pafs  applauded  in  others. 

Your  letter  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  as  your  conver- 
fation  at  all  times  infpired,  even  when  the  occafions 
of  praaifing  the  fevereft  rules  of  virtuous  fortitude 
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feemed  mofl  remote,  iffuch  occafions  could  ever  feem 
r^^mote  in  men,  who  are  under  the  direflion  of  your 
able  and  honeft  friend  Sir  Roger  *. 

To  write  about  myfelf  is  no  agreeable  tafk,  but 
your  commands  are  fufficient  at  once  to  determine  and 
excufe  me.  Know  therefore,  that  my  health  is  far 
better  than  it  has  been  a  great  while;  that  the  mo- 
ney, which  1  brought  over  with  me  will  hold  out 
fome  time  longer ;  and  that  I  have  fecured  a  fmall 
fund,  which  will  yield  in  any  part  of  the  world  a  re- 
venue fufficient  for  one,  qui  pent  le  retrencher  mcmeavec 
plaijir  dans  la  mediocrlte^  1  ufe  a  French  expreffion,  be- 
caufe  I  have  not  one,  that  pleafes  me,  ready  in  En- 
glijh.  During  feveral  months  after  my  leaving  that 
obfcure  retreat,  into  which  1  had  thrown  myfelf  lafl: 
year,  I  went  through  all  the  mortifying  circumftances 
imaginable.  At  prefent  I  enjoy,  as  far  as  I  confider 
myfelf,  great  complacency  of  mind;  but  this  in-, 
ward  fatisfacStion  is  imbittered,  when  I  confider  the 
condition  of  my  friends.  They  are  got  into  a  dark 
hole,  where  they  grope  about  after  blind  guides; 
ftumble  from  miftake  to  miftake;  joftle  againft  one 
another,  and  dafh  their  heads  againft  the  wall;  and 
all  this  to  no  purpofe.  For  affure  yourfelf,  that  there 
is  no  returning  to  light;  no  going  out,  but  by  going 
back.  My  ftile  is  myftic,  but  it  is  your  trade  to  deal 
in  myfteries,  and  therefore  I  add  neither  comment  nor 

*  Sir  Roger  is  the  name  given  to  lord  treafurer  Oxford,  in  the 
hiftory  of  John  Bull,  As  BoUngbroke'n  known  to  have  hated 
anddefpifed  the  treafurer,  the  words  abU  and  bonejl  muft  be 
taken  ironically. 
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cxcufc.   You  will  underftand  me;  and  I  conjure  you 
to  be  pcrfuaded,  that  if  I  could  have  half  an  hour's 
converfation  with  you ,  for  which  I  would  barter  whole 
hours  of  life,  you  would  ftarc,  haul  your  whig,  and 
tite  paper  more  than  ever  you  did  in  your  life 
Adieu,  dear  friend  ;  may  the  kindeft  influence  of  hea- 
ven be  flied  upon  you.    Whether  we  may  ever  meet 
again,  that  heaven  only  knows  ;  if  we  do,  what  mil- 
lions of  things  lhall  we  have  to  talk  over !  In  the 
meanwhile,  believe,  that  nothing  fits  fonearmy  heart 
as  my  country  and  my  friends ;  and  that  among  thefe 
you  ever  had,  and  ever  fliall  have,  a  principal  place. 

If  you  write  to  me,  i^xx^di  A  Monfteur  Challot,  che% 
Monfieur  Cantillon,  hancimer,  rue  de  P  Arbre  f^f. 
Once  more  adieu. 

LETTER  CLXXV. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

gjjj  Paris,  Oa.  2g,  I7i«' 

If  I  u^s  to  fee  you  again,  you  would  give  twice  as 
much  as  you  offered  f.x  weeks  ago  not  to  have  feen 
me  By  the  fame  rule,  you  might  afFord  fomethmg 
„o  to  Lar  from  me,  but  the  inclofed  came  th:. 
.norning  to  me,  and  I  could  not  ^nd  .t  away  with- 
cut  adding  a  few  lines  in  the  cover.  They  a  e  not  to 
nut  you  again  into  the  fpleen,  but  only  to  afk  How 
llZ,  and  how  you  employ  yourfelf?  Do  the  great 

•  This  is  a  ftrong piaure  of  Swift's  manner. 

■J-  The  name  cf  a  Itreetin  Paris.  defigns 


cfefigns  goon  at  Laracor  *  ?  Or  have  the  rainsputaffop 
to  your  improvements,  as  well  as  to  my  journey  ?  It 
will  coft  you  but  a  penny,  and  a  few  minutes,  to 
anfwerthefequeftions ;  and,  in  return,  youlhall  know 
any  thing  you  defire  to  know  of  me  in  my  travels.  I 
fhall  go  on  as  foon  as  we  have  five  or  fix  days  fun-^ 
ftiine  to  dry  the  roads,  and  make  the  fineft  country 
in  the  world  fupportable.  I  am  laughed  at  here, 
when  I  talk  of  travelling,  and  yet  of  wai  ting  for  fair 
weather  5  but  to  me  the  journey  is  the  greateft  part  of 
the  pleafure.  And  whereas  my  companion  is  conti- 
nually wifliing  himfelf  at  Rome,  I  wifli  Rome  was  a 
thoufand  leagues  farther,  that  I  might  have  more 
way  to  pafs  in  France  and  Italy., 

If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  write  to  me,  direft 
to  be  left  with  Mr  Cantillony  banker  in  Paris. 

I  am, 

LETTER  CLXXVI. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Jan.  12,  1715-17. 

J^Bout  two  months  ago  I  fent  you  a  very  long 
epiftle,  and  was  in  hopes  you  would  either  have 
made  us  a  vifit,  or  have  let  us  heard  from  you.  Since 
you  have  done  neither,  we  muft  flatter  ourfelves,  that 
you  will  be  better  the  new  year  than  the  former. 

Our  friend  Prior^  not  having  had  the  viciflitude  of 
human  things  before  his  eyes,  is  likely  to  end  his 

*  The  Dean's  living* 
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days  in  as  forlorn  a  ftate  as  any  other  poet  has  done 
before  him,  if  his  friends  do  not  take  more  care  of 
him  than  he  did  ofhimfelf.  Therefore,  to  prevent 
the  evil,  which  we  fee  is  coming  on  very  faft,  we 
have  a  projecSl  of  printing  his  Solomon^  and  other  poe- 
tical works,  by  fubfcription ;  one  guinea  to  be  paid 
in  hand,  and  the  other  at  the  delivery  of  the  book. 
He,  Jrbuthnot^  Pope  znd  Gay^  are  now  with  me, 
and  remember  you.  It  is  our  joint  requeft,  that  you 
will  endeavour  to  procure  fome  fubfcriptions:  you 
will  give  your  receipts  for  the  money  you  receive, 
and  v/hen  you  return  it  hither,  you  fiiall  have  others 
in  lieu.  There  are  no  papers  printed  here,  nor  any 
advertifements  to  be  publiftied;  for  the  whole  matter 
is  to  be  managed  by  friends  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
fhall  be  leaftfliocking  to  the  dignity  of  aplenipoten- 
tiary. 

I  am  told  the  archbifiiop  of  Dublin  fhews  a  letter 
of  yours,  reflfeding  on  the  high-flying  clergy.  I  fanfy 
you  have  writ  to  him  in  an  ironical  Jlile^  and  that  he 
would  have  it  otherwife  underftood.  This  will  brino- 
to  your  mind  what  I  have  formerly  faid  to  you  on  that 
figure.  Pray  condefcend  to  explain  this  matter  to  me. 
The  removal  of  my  lord  TownJhend\\2LS  given  a  little 
fpirit;  but  that  will  foon  flag,  if  the  king,,  at  his 
return,  does  not  make  farther  changes.  What  mea- 
sures his  majefty  will  take  is  uncertain;  but  this  we 
are  very  fure  of,  that  the  divifion  of  the  whigs  is  fo 
great,  that,  morally  fpeaking,  nothing  but  another 
rebeiiion  can  ever  unite  them.  Sunderland^  Stanhope 
and  Cadogan  are  of  one  fide;.  Toiimjhend^  WaJpole^ 

Orford, 
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Orford^^  Devonjhtre^  and  the  ch  ancellor  f ,  of  the  other; 
The  latter  feem  at  prefent  to  be  ftrongeft;  but  when 
the  former  appear  with  a  Qerinan  reinforcement,  they 
will  undoubtedly  turn  the  balance.  They  are  both 
making  their  court  to  thetorie-,  who,  I  hope  will  be  a 
body  by  themfelves,  and  not  ferve  as  recruits  to  either 
of  the  other  two.  Lord  Townfnend^s  friends  give  out, 
that  his  difgrace  is  owing  to  refufmg  four  things,  viz. 
to  keep  up  the  army;  repeal  the  limitations  of  the 
fucceffion-ad: ;  to  fend  money  to  Germany  for  carry  in 
on  a  war  againft  Sweden  \  and  to  attaint  lord  Oxford^ 
When  \oyA  Sunderland  X  comes  over,  he  will  proba- 
bly cry  whore  again^  and  endeavour  to  faddle  lord 
Townjhend  in  his  turn.  For  thefe  reproaches  now  are 
like  that  of  Jacohitifm  in  former  reigns.  W e  are  told ^ 
that  lord  BoUnghroke  has  permiffion  to  flay  in  France^ 
notwithftanding  the  late  treaty,  provided  he  retires 
from  Paris.    1  am,  l^c. 

LETTER  CLXXVIL 
Erasmus  Lewis  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  June  15,  17 17, 

JL/AST  night  I  received  yours  of  the  5th  inftant ; 
and  fmce  you  tell  me  I  am  your  only  correfpondent, 
I  think  I  ought  to  be  the  more  punflual  in  my  returns, 

*  The  famous  admiral  Rujfel,  then  a  chief  leader  of  the  Whigs 
he  died  in  1727. 
f  *  William  earl  Copper.'' 

X  '  By  whofe  intrigues  the  lord  vifcount  Touonjhsnd  had  been 
removed  from  the  pod  of  fecretary of  Jtate,  which  was  given  to 
Ja?nes  Statihope,  afterwards  earl  Stanhope: 

and 
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and  the  more  full  in  what  relates  to  our  friends  here. 
You'll  fee  bv  the  public  prints,  that  Monday  next 
come  fe'ennight  is  appointed  for  the  trial  of  my  lord 
Oxford,  and  that  nolefs  than  fix-and- twenty  doughty 
members  are  appointed  to  manage  it.  The  lords  have 
lilcewife  fettled  the  whole  forms  of  the  proceedmgs. 
Mv  lord  has  alked,  that  two  lawyers  more  might  be 
added  to  his  council :  yet  is  all  this  but  a  farce ;  for 
there  is  not  a  creature  living,  who  thinks  he  will  ever 
be  tried  ;  for  they  publicly  own.  that  they  neither 
have,  nor  have  had,  any  evidence  ;  and  laugh  at  im- 
peachments, and  attainders,  and  party-gambols; 
and  fay,  that  all  people  deferve  to  be  fo  punifhed, 
vrho  prefume  to  difpoffefs  the  whigs  of  their  mdefea- 
fible  right  to  the  adminiftration.  But  fmce  he  is  not 
to  be  tried,  the  next  queftion  is,  In  what  manner  ,s 
he  to  be  brought  ofF,  fo  as  to  fave  the  honour  of  his 
profecutors?  I  think  it  will  be  by  an  aa  of  grace. 
Others  fay,  it  will  be  by  the  commons  afkmg  more 
"  time  and  the  lords  of  their  party  agreeing  to  refufe 
But  as  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  their  ,ntentions 
t'is  poffible  neither  of  thele  gueffes  may  be  right  and 
hat  they  may  keep  him  yet  another  year  in  pnfon  ; 
iJhIch  my  lord  Marlhorough  feems  paflionately  to  de- 

^'  We  labour  here  under  all  the  difadvantages  in  the 
world  in  every  refpeft;  for  the  tide  of  party  runs  ft.U 
verv  ft  ong  evLy  where,  but  in  no  place  more  than  in 
7V&.J.  Thofe  on  this  fide,  who^honour 
and  intereft  both  require,  that  all  people,  who  pa; 
Pbedtce,  (hall  be'proteaed,  feem  tpwant  a  capa^ 
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city  to  govern;  and  the  fimilitude  of  circumftances 

between  the  *  and  the  regent  f  render  the  latter 

a  firm  ally,  contrary  to  the  natural  intereft  of  France, 
Thus  we  are  fecure  from  any  foreign  enemy. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  Smpe's  letter  :|:  is  really  but , 
a  letter,  and  that  it  is  much  too  fhort  and  too  flight  for 
fuch  afubjeft.  However,  his  merit  was  great,  inbeing 
the  firft  to  give  the  alarm  to  his  brethren,  and  fetting 
himfelf  in  the  front  of  the  battle  againft  his  adverfa- 
ries.  In  thofe  refpedts,  his  Jetter  has  had  its  full  efFefl;. 

I  defire  you  will  be  as  quick  as  you  can  in  the 
afEflance  you  intend  Prior ;  for  thofe,  who  fubfcribed 
here,  are  impatient  to  have  their  books ;  and  we  can- 
not keep  it  off  much  longer,  without  palling  for 
common  cheats.  Dr.  Arbuthnot^  and  Mr.  Charletoriy 
and  I,  remember  you  often.  Lady  Majham  always 
afks  for  you  very  afFeilionately.  By  the  way,  I  am 
perfedlly  reftored  to  grace  there,  and  am  invited  to 
their  houfe  in  the  country.  As  foon  as  lord  Oxford^ 
affair  is  over,  I  intend  to  go  amongft  my  friends  in 
.the  country,  not  to  return  hither  till  about  Michael- 
mas.  But  if  you'll  direct  to  me  at  my  houfe  in  town, 
your  letters  will  be  conveyed  to  me,  where-ever  I 
am,  Mr,  Rochfort  §  feems  to  have  a  great  many  good 

*  *  King  fliould  probably  fill  the  blank.' 

•j"  Duke  of  Orleans,  then  regent  of  France, '* 
'  X  ^  To  the  bifliop  of  Bangor,  Dr.  Hoadley,  occafioned  by  his 
lordfhip's  fermon  preached  before  the  king,  on  Ma^ch  31,1717, 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  kingdom  and  church  of  ChrifiJ' 

§  Lord  chief  Baron  of  the  exchequer  in  queen  ^//^/^-'s  reign. 
The  Dean  was  intimate  with  this  Family,  and  among  his 
Works,  is  a  poem,  called,  "The  country  Life,  written  while  he 
was  fpending  part  of  a  fummer  at  the  houfe  of  George  Rochfort^ 
Efq  ;  fon  of  the  above  lord  chief  baron. 

Vol. II.  K  qualities. 


qualities,  and  I  ana  heartily  glad  he  has  met  with 
fuccefs.  Adieu. 


LETTER  CLXXVIII. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

gjg^  London,  June  18,  1717. 

HAving  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  iaft  poft, 
that  it      the  univerfal  opinion  the  commons  would 
not  proceed  to  the  trial  of  my  lord  Oxford,  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  tell  you,  that  we  begin  now  to  be 
fomething  doubtful  ;   for  the  managers,  who  are 
twenty-feven  in  number,  ftrenuoufly  give  out,  that 
theyftiall  beready  toproceed  on  Mondaynext.  There- 
fore-, if  you  have  any  thoughts  of  coming  over,  let 
not  any  thing,  which  I  have  faid  in  my  laft,  have  any 
weight  with  you  to  alter  that  refolution.  I  am  wholly 
taken  up  with  the  men  of  the  law,  and  therefore  have 
nothing  to  fay  to  you  at  prefent  upon  any  public  mat- 
ters.   I  ftiall  only  juft  trouble  you  with  one  word  re- 
lating to  a  private  affair.  My  brother  is  chaplain  to 
Sir  Charles  Hotham's  regiment,  which  is  now  ordered 
to  Ireland.   If  you  could  find  any  young  fellow,  who 
would  buy  that  commiffion,  my  brother  thinks  his 
patron,  my  lord  CarliJJe,  will  eafily  prevail  with  my 
lord  dukeof  Bolton  *  for  leave  to  difpofe  of  it.  IftiouW 
^  very  glad  you  could  find  him  a  chapman. 

Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 


f  J 


LETTER  CLXXIX. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  July 2,  1717. 

1  Have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  lord  Oat- 
ford\  impeachment  was  difcharged  laft  night,  by  the 
unanimous  confent  of  all  the  lords  prefent ;  and,  as 
nearly  as  I  could  count,  their  number  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fix,  the  duke  of  Marlhormgh^  my  lord  Ca- 
dogan^  lord  Coning/by^  and  a  few  others  of  the  moll 
violent,  having  withdrawn  themfelves  before  the  lords 
c^mcinto  fpyiminfier-hall.  The  acclamations  were  as 
great  as  upon  any  occafion  ;  and  our  friend,  who 
feems  more  formed  for  adverfity  than  profperity,  has 
at  prefent  many  more  friends,  than  ever  he  had  be- 
fore, in  any  part  of  his  life  I  believe  he  will  not 
have  the  fewer,  from  a  meflage  he  received  this 

morning  from  the  K  ,  by  my  lord  chamberlain, 

to  forbid  him  the  court.  You  know  the  profecution 
was  at  .firft  the  refentment  of  a  party  j  but  it  became 
at  laft  a  ridiculous  bufinefs,  weakly  carried  on  by  the 
impotent  rage  of  a  woman  ;  I  m.ean,  of  my  lady 
Marlborough^  who  is  almoft  diftraded,  that  flie  could 
not  obtain  her  reveno-e. 

o 

I  am  now  going  out  of  town,  with  an  intention  to 
roll  about  from  place  to  place,  till  about  Micbaelmai 
next.  Direft  to  me  hither  as  ufual,  and  your  letter 
^ill  be  conveyed  to  me  wherever  I  am. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Charletorij  and  Mr.  Currey^ 
have  dined  with  me  to-day,  and  you  have  not  beenu 

K  a  forgot. 
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forgot.  1  was  in  hopes  we  fliould  have  feen  you  ere 
this.  The  doaor  fays,  you  wait  for  the  aa  of  grace. 
If  fo,  I  hope  to  fee  you  by  next  winter.    1  am,  c» 

LETTER  CLXXX. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Weftm.  July  30,  1717. 

I  Have  the  favour  of  four  letters  from  you,  of  the 
ninth,  thirteenth,  fixteenth,  and  twentieth  inftant. 
They  all  came  fafetome,  however  varioully  direfted. 
I  find  myfelf  equally  comforted  by  your  philofophy, 
and  alMed  by  your  friendfliip.    You  will  eafily  ima- 
gine, that  1  have  an  hundred  things  to  fay  to  you, 
which,  for  as'many  reafons  I  omit,  and  only  touch 
upon  that  bufmefs,  to  which,  in  the  pride  of  your 
heart,  you  give  the  epithet  forry  *.    I  return  you  the 
names  ot  thofe,  who  were  kind  enough  to  fubfcnbe, 
that  you  may  fee,  if  they  are  rightly  fpelt,  as  like- 
wife  the  right  titles  put  to  them,  ^'c    1  am  fenfible 
this  has  given  you  too  much  trouble,  but  it  is  too  late 
■nowtomakeanapoiogy.  Let  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  now 
with  me,  do  it  for  me,  at  what  time,  and  m  what 
mariner,  he  pleafes.    I  take  it  for  granted,  that  what- 
ever I  write,  as  whatever  is  writ  to  me,  will  be  broke 
op^n ,  fo  you'll  expeft  nothing  from  me,  but  what 
you  may  have  as  particularly  from  the  Poft-boy.  We 
are  all  pretty  well  in  health.  I  have  my  old  whorefon 

*  Su'ofcripfionsforMr.  Pnsr's poems,  procured  bytheDean. 
The  fublciiption  was  two  guineas.  COU»h 
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trOTigti,  aud  I  think  I  may  call  it  mine  far  life.  The 
earl  *  is  femper  idem.  Lord  Harley  is  in  the  country; 
Ourbrotherhood  is  extremely difper fed ;  but  fo  as  that 
.we  have  been  three  or  four  times  able  to  get  as  many 
of  the  fociety  together,  and  drink  to  our  abfent 
friends,  I  have  been  made  to  believe^,  that  we  may 
fee  your  reverend  perfon  this  fummer  in  England:  if 
fo,  I  fliall  be  glad  to  meet  you  at  any  place  ;  but, 
when  you  cotne  to  London^  do  not  go  to  the  Cocoa* 
^ree^  (as  you  fent  your  letter)  but  come  immediately 
to  Duke-ftreet^  where  you  fhall  find  a  bed,  a  book, 
and  a  candle  :  fo  pray  think  of  fojourning  no  where 
dfe.  Pray  give  my  fervice  to  all  friends  in  general, 
I  think,  as  you  have  ordered  the  matter,  you  hayp 
made  the  greater  part  of  Ireland  lift  themfelves  und^ 
that  number,  1  do  not  know  how  youcanrecompenfe 
them,  but  by  coming  over  to  help  me  to  correct  the 
book,  which  I  promife  them,  ^ 
You  will  pardon  my  having  ufed  another  hand, 
fmce  it  is  fo  much  better  than  my  own  ;  and,  believe 
me,  ever  with  greateft  truth,  dear  Sir,  yours, 

M.  P  R  I  O  R. 

LETTER  CLXXXL 
Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr,  Swift. 

Aug.  6,  1717. 

Two  years  retreat  has  made  me  tafte  the  converfa- 
tion  of  my  deareft  friend  with  -a  greater  relifli,  than 

*  Of  Oxford, 

K  3  €ver 
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ever  at  the  time  of  my  being  charmed  with  it  in  our 
frequent  journeys  to  Wlndfor.    Three  of  your  letters 
have  come  fafe  to  my  hands.    The  firft  about  two 
years  fmce  :  that  my  fon  keeps  as  a  family  monu- 
ment.  The  other  two  arrived  fmce  the  firft  of  July. 
My  heart  is  often  with  you,  but  I  delayed  writinji  in 
expeftation  of  giving  a  perfea  anfwer  about  my  going 
to  Brampton  I  but  the, truth  is,  the  warmth  of  re- 
joicing  in  thofe  parts  is  fo  far  from  abating,  that  I 
am  perfuaded  by  my  friends  to  go  into  Cambridge- 
Jhire^  where  you  are  too  juft  not  to  believe  you  will  be 
welcome  before  any  one  in  the  world.     rhe  longing 
your  friends  have  to  fee  you  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  yourlelf  makes  of  all  circumftances.  At 
prefent  this  feems  to  be  a  cooler  climate,  than  your 
ifland  is  like  to  be,  when  they  afiemble,  ^c.  Our 
impatience  to  fee  you  fliould  not  draw  you  into  un- 
caiinefs.  We  long  to  embrace  you,  if  you  find  it  may 
be  of  no  inconvenience  to  yourfelf. 

QXFORD* 


LETTER  CLXXXIL 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Heathrcp,  Aug.  -14,  17 17. 

Yp-urs,  my  good  friend,  ofthefixth,  finds  me  in 
Qxfordfnire  with  the,  duke  of  Shrew/bury,  which 
WQvi  dfooner  have  been  acknowledged,  had  it  flayed  in 
Ti^z^'/zi  'Before  Heft  that  pious  city,  I  madedue  en- 
quiries into  the  methods^and  regularity  of  your  cor^ 
_      ^  refpondence 


refpondence  with  the  earl  *.  He  has  received  your 
letters ;  he  will  anfwer  them,  but  not  to-day,  ftcut 
elim.  Nothing  can  change  him.  I  can  get  no  pofi- 
tive  anfwer  from  him,  nor  can  any  man  elfe  ;  fo  trou- 
ble yourfelf  no  more  on  that  head  than  he  does.  He 
isftillin  London^  andpoffiblyhas  anfweredyou;  while 
1  am  a  little  arraigning  his  negleft,  but  in  all  cafes 
liberavt  an'imam  meam, 

I  wifti  you  were  in  England^  that  you  might  a  little 
look  over  the  ftrange  ftuff,  that  I  am  to  give  our 
friends  for  their  money.  I  fhall  be  angry,  if  you  are 
near  and  not  with  me  ;  but  when  I  fee  you,  that 
weighty  queftion  may  eafily  be  decided.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  am  taking  your  good  counfeU  and  will  be  in 
the  country  as  much  as  I  can. 

You  have  found  two  miftakes  in  the  lift,  but  have 
not  corrected  them.  1  prefume  we  fhall  have  it  of  the 
beft  edition,  when  you  fend  the  lift  back  again  ;  of 
which,  I  fay,  no  hafte  is  required. 

Give  my  fervice  and  thanks  to  all  friends;  referve 
only  to  yourfelf  the  affbrance  of  my  being,  beyond 
exprelRon,  my  friend,  yours, 

PRIOR. 

*  OfO;>cfetrA 


LET- 
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LETTER  CLXXXIII. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  20,  1717-1^. 

Multiplicity    of  bufinefs,  and  a  long  dange- 
rous fit  of  ficknefs,  prevented  me  from  anfwering  the 
obliging  letter  you  honoured  me  with  fome  time  fince : 
but,  God  be  thanked,  I  cannot  make  ufe  of  either  of 
thefe  excufes  at  prefent,  being  entirely  free  both  of 
my  office  *  and  my  afthma.    I  dare  not  however  ven- 
ture myfelf  abroad  yet,  but  have  fpnt  the  contents  of 
your  laft  to  a  friend  of  mine  (for  he  is  very  much  fo, 
tho'  he  is  my  fucceffor  f)  who  I  hope  will  turn  it  to 
the  advantage  of  the  gentleman  whom  you  mention, 
I  know  you  have  fo  much  zeal  and  pleafure  in  doing 
kind  offices  for  thofeyou  wifliwell  to,  that  I  hope  you 
reprefent  the  hardfliip  of  the  cafe  in  the  ftrongeft  cor 
lours,  that  it  can  poffibly  bear.    However,  as  I  al- 
xvays  honoured  you  for  your  good -nature,  which  is  a 
very  odd  quality  to  celebrate  in  a  man,  who  has  ta- 
lents fo  much  more  fiiining  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  I 
Ihould  be  glad,  if  I  could  any  way  concur  with  you, 
'  in  putting  a  flop  to  what  you  fay  is  now  in  agitation. 
1  muft  here  condole  with  you  upon  the  lofs  of  that 
excellent  man,  thebifhop  of  Derry  t,  who  has  fcarce 
left  behind  him  his  equal  in  humanity,  agreable  con- 

*  '  Of  fecretary  of  ftate,  which  poft  Mr.  Addifon  refigned  on 
thei4thofi>W,  I7i7-i8»  and  had  a  pcnfion  granted  him  ot 
one  thoufand  five  hundied  pounds  a  year.'  _ 

+  « James  Craggs,  Efqj'  n.  r  t, 

t  «  Dr.  St.  George  AJhe,ioxmtx\y  fellow  andprovoft  of  the  uni- 
verfity  o^Dubhni  afterwards  promoted  to  the  fee  of  Clogher,  and 
from  thence  tranaated  to  the  bifhopric  of  Derry.  He  had  been 

^...i^rs  Tutor.'  verfatioa, 
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Verfatlon,  and  all  kinds  of  learning.     We  have  often 
talked  of  you  with  great  pleafure;  and,  upon  this 
occafion,  I  cannot  but  refleft  upon  myfelf,  who,  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  omit  no  opportunity  of  expreffing 
my  efteem  for  you  to  others,  hai^e  been  fo  negligent 
in  doing  it  to  yourfelf.    I  have  feveral  times  taken 
up  my  pen  to  write  to  you,  but  have  been  alv/ays  in- 
terrupted by  fome  impertinence  or  other;  and,  to 
tell  you  unrefervedly,  I  have  been  unwilling  to  an- 
fwer  fo  agreeable  a  letter,  as  that  I  received  from, 
you,  withone  written  in  form  only;  but  I  muftftiU 
have  continued  filcnt,  had  I  deferred  writing  till  I 
could  have  made  a  fuitable  return.    Shall  we  never 
again  talk  together  in  laconic  ?   Whenever  you  fee 
England^  your  company  will  be  the  moft  acceptable 
in  the  world  at  Holland-houfe,  where  you  are  highly 
efteemed  by  lady  Warwick      and  the  young  lord, 
though  by  none  anywhere  more  than  by.  Sir,  your 
moftfaithful  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant,  • 

J.  ADDISON. 

s 

LETTER  CLXXXIV. 
Lord  Harley  to  Dr.  Svv^ift. 

April  12,  171S. 

His  lordihlp  writes  to  the  Dean,  that  he  hopes  to 
fee  him  at  Wimple  this  year  :  that  lord  Oxford  was 
w^ell,  and  talked  of  going  into  He  frf or dJIAre.  He  adds, 
your  fiftcr  is  obliged  to  go  to  Bath^  prefents  her  hum- 
ble fervice,  and  defircs  you  to  accept  of  a  little  etuy. 

*  The  countefs  of  War^ich,  wife  to  Mr,  Addijo'H* 

4  I  beg 


[  ] 

I  beg  you  will  not  denv  me  the  favour  to  take  tlie 
fnuff-box,  which  comes  along  with  it,  tofupplythe 
place  of  that,  which  was  broke  by  accident  fome 
time  ago.  I  am,  with  true  refpeft^  your  moft  bum- 
ble fsrvant,  and  brother,  HARLEY. 

LETTER  CLXXXV. 
Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  May  i,  171^. 

Pretty  kind  of  amufement  I  have  been  en- 
gaged in;  comma's,  femicolons,  italics,  and  capitals, 
ton^ake  nonfenfe  more  pompous,  and  furbelow  bad 
ppetrv  wkh  good  printing.  My  frienda  letters,  in 
the  mean  time,  have  Iain  un an fwered  andtheobU- 
gsticns  \  have  to  them,  on  acco^r^t  of  the  veryb©ok 
kfeif,  are  unacknowledged.  This  is  not  all  j  1  muft 
beg  vou  once  more  to  transfer  to  us  an  entire  lift  of 
my  fubfcribejF,  with  their  diftinit  titles,  that  they 
may,  for  my  honour,  be  printed  at  the  beginning  of 
my  book.  This  will  eafily  be  done  by  rcvifing  the 
lift,  which  we  fent  to  you,  1  muft  pray  of  you,  that 

it  may  be  exa£l. 

il  of  0  *  has  not  at  all  difappointed  my 

«7i:peftations.  He  \s  fcmper  idem^  and  has  as  much 
bufinefs  to  do  now,  as  when  he  was  governing  Eng- 
hndj  or  impeached  for  treafojsi.  He  is  ftili  in  town, 
but  going  in  a  week  or  ten  days  into  Henfardjhir^^y 
Lord  and  lady  HarUy  are  at  the  Batb^  and  as  foon  ss 


Lord  Oxfords 


I  139  1 


I  fhall  have  fettled  my  affairs  of  the  printlng-prers^ 
(fad  bufinefs  !  as  you  very  well  call  it;  i  lhalJ  go  into 
the  country  to  them. 

My  health,  i  thank  you,  is  pretty  good.  My 
courage  better.  I  drink  very  often  to  your  healthy 
with  fome  of  our  friends  here;  and  am  always,  wi^h 
the  greatefl-  truth  and  affe£i:ion,  dear  Sir,  you i  obliged 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M,  PRIOR, 
LETTER  CLXXXVL 

» 

Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Switt* 

DEAR  SIR,  May29^,  i7i'3:, 

I  Have  received  yours  of  the  fixth,  with  the  lift 
corre£led.  I  have  two  colon  and  comma  men.  Wc 
corre6l  and  defign  to  publifli,  as  faft  as  the  nature  of 
this  great  or  forry  work,  as  you  call  it,  will  bear:: 
but  we  fhall  not  be  out  before  ChrtJImas^  fo  that  our 
friends  abroad  may  compleat  their  colledlion  till  Jl/H-- 
chaelmasy  and  be  returned  foon  enough  to  have  their 
names  printed  and  their  books  got  ready  for  them. 

I  am  going  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Bath,  to 
;,meet  lord  Harley  there.  I  fhall  be  back  in  a  month. 
The  earl  of  Oxford\^  ftill  here.  He  will  go  into  Here^ 
ford/hire  fome  time  in  June*  He  fays  he  will  write  to 
you  himfelf.  Am  I  particular  enough  ?  Is  this  profe  ? 
And  do  I  diflinguifh  tenfes  ?  I  have  nothing  more  to 
tell  you,  but  that  you  are  thehappieft  man  in  the 
world  ;  and,  if  you  are  once  got  into  la  bagatelle^ 

you 
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you  may  defpife  the  world.  Befides  contriving  em- 
blems, fuch  as  Cupids,  torches,  and  hearts  for  great 
letters,  I  am  now  unbinding  two  volumes  of  printed 
heads,  to  have  them  bound  together  in  better  order 
than  they  were  before.  Don't  you  envy  me  ?  For  the 
reft,  matters  continue  ficut  olim.  I  will  not  tell  you 
how  much  I  want  you,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  well 
I  love  you.  Write  to  me,  my  dear  Dean,  and  give 
mv  fervice  to  all  our  friends.  Yours,  ever, 
^  M.  PRIOR, 

LETTER  CLXXXVII. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

MY  DEAR  DEAN,  London,  Sept.  25,  171S. 

I  Have  now  made  an  end  of  what  you,  in  your 
haughty  manner,  call  wretched  work.  My  book  is 
quite  printed  off ;  and  if  you  are  as  much  upon  the 
bagatelle,  as  you  pretend  to  be,  you  will  find  more 
pleafure  in  it  than  you  imagine.  We  are  going  to 
print  the  fubfcribers  names  :  if,  therefore,  you  have 
any  by  you,  which  are  not  yet  remitted,  pray  fend 
them  over  by  the  next  poft.  If  you  have  not,  pray 
fend  me  word  of  that  too  ;  that,  in  all  cafes,  I  may  at 

leaft  hear  from  you.    E  —  of  0  has  been  ift 

town  all  this  fummer,  is  now  going  into  Hereford/hire, 
and  fays  he  (hall  fee  you  very  foon  in  England.  I 
would  tell  you  with  what  pleafure  this  would  be,  if  I 
knew  upon  what  certainty  the  hopes  of  it  were  found- 
ed.   Write  me  word  of  this  too  5  for  upon  it  I  would 

order 
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order  my  matters  fo,  that  1  may  be  as  much  with  you 
as  I  can ;  and  this  you  will  find  no  little  favour :  far 
I  aflure  you  we  are  all  fo  changed,  that  there  is  very 
little  choice  of  fuch  company  as  you  would  like ;  and, 
except  about  eighteen  hundred,  that  have  fubfcribed 
to  my  book,  I  do  not  hear  of  as  many  more  in  this 
nation,  that  have  common  fenfe.  My  coufm  Penny^ 
father^  and  IVilL  Phillips^  drink  your  health.  I  cough, 
but  am  otherwife  well ;  and  till  I  ceafe  to  cough,  /,  e. 
to  live,  I  am,  with  entire  friendfliip  and  afFedion, 
dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

M.  PRIOR. 

LETTER  CLXXXVIIL 
Mr.  Addison  to  Dr,  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Eriilol,  Oa.  1,171?. 

I  Have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  at  Brif* 
tolj  where  I  have  juft  finiftied  a  courfeof  water-drink- 
ing, which  I  hope  has  pretty  well  recovered  me  from 
the  leavings  of  my  laft  winter's  ficknefs.  As  for  the 
fubjeci  of  your  letter,  tho'  you  know  an  affair  of  that 
nature  cannot  well  nor  fafely  be  trufted  in  writing, 
I  defired  a  friend  of  mine  to  acquaint  Sir  Ralph  Gore"^^ 
that  I  was  under  a  pre-engagement,  and  not  at  my 
own  choice  to  a£l  in  it,  and  have  fmce  troubled  mv 
lady  Jjhe  with  a  letter  to  the  fame  effeca,  which  I 
hope  has  not  mifcarried.  However,  upon  my  return 
to  London^  I  will  farther  enquire  into  that  matter,  and 

*  fometime  after  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  one^ 
of  the  lords  juftices  of  Ireland* 

fee. 


C  142  J 

*e,  if  there  is  any  room  left  for  me  to  negociate  as 
you  propofe. 

1  live  ft  ill  in  hopes  of  feeing  you  in  England^  and  if 
you  would  take  my  houfe  at  Bilton  in  your  way^ 
(which  lies  upon  the  road  within  a  mile  of  Rugby) 
I  would  ftrain  hard  to  meet  you  there,  provided  you 
would  make  me  happy  in  yourcompany  for  fome  days. 
The  greateft  pleafure  I  have  met  with  for  fome 
months,  is  in  the  converfation  of  my  old  friend  Dr. 
Smalrldge     who,  fmce  the  death  of  the  excellent  man 
you  mention,  is  to  me  the  moft  candid  and  agree- 
able of  all  bifhopsv  1  would  fay  clergymen,  were  not 
deans  comprehended  under  that  title.    We  have  of- 
ten talked  of  you  ;   and  when  I  affure  you  he  has  an 
exquifite  tafte  of  writing,  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
he  talks  on  fuch  a  fubjed.    1  look  upon  it  as  my 
good  fortune,  that  I  can  exprefs  my  efteem  of  you, 
€ven  to  thofe,  who  are  not  of  the  bifhop's  party, 
without  giving  offence.    When  a  man  has  fo  much 
compafs  in  his  character,  he  affords  his  friends  topics 
enough  to  enlarge  upon,  that  all  fides  admire.  I  am 
£ure  a  zealous  friendly  behaviour  diftinguifhes  you 
as  much  as  your  many  more  fhining  talents  ;  and  as 
i  have  received  particular  inftances  of  it,  you  muft 
have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  me,  if  you  do  not  think 
I  heartily  love  and  refpeft  you;  and  that  I  am  ever, 
dear  bir,  your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fer- 

J.  ADDISON. 

♦  Promoted  to  the  bifliopric     Br'iftol,  Feb,  2,  1713* 
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LETTER  CLXXXIX. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Oa.  14.,  1718. 

This  fervcs  for  an  envelope  to  the  inclofed;  for 
I  cannot  tell  whether  you  care  to  hear  from  any  of 
yours  friends  on  this  fide.  In  your  laft,  I  think,  yon 
defircd  mc  to  let  you  alone  to  enjoy  your  own  fpleen. 
Can  you  purchafe  your  fifty  pounds  a  year  in  Wales^ 
Yet  I  can  tell  you  beforehand,  L£wis  fcorns  to 
live  with  you  there.  He  keeps  company  with  the 
greateft,  and  is  priacfpal  governor  in  many  families. 
I  have  been  in  France,  fix  weeks  at  Paris,  and  as 
much  at  Rouen  \  where,  I  can  alTure  you,  I  hardly 
heard  a  word  of  news  or  politics,  except  a  little  clut- 
ter about  fending  fome  impertinent  prefidents  du  oar- 
liament  to  prifon,  that  had  the  impudence  to  talk  for 
the  1  aws  and  liberties  of  their  country.  I  was  afked 
for  Monfieur  Swift  by  many  people,  1  can  aflure  you; 
;and  particularly  by  the  duke  d'Aumont.  1  was  re- 
fpeSfully  and  ki^jdly  treated  by  many  folks,  and 
£venby  the  great  Mr.  Laws  *.  Ainongft  other  thino-s., 
I  had  ^he  honour  to  carry  an  Irip  lady  f  to  court 
that  was  admired  beyond  all  the  ladies  in  France  for 

•  The  contriver  of  the  Mt£i£ippx  Icheme. 
^  t  The  celebrated  })cauty  Mifs  Nelly  Bsnnet^  oii  wkooi  the% 
lme$  were  written. 

For  when  as  Nelly  came  to  Trance^ 

(Invited  by  her  coufins) 
Acrofsthe  Tuilleriesy  each  glance 

Kiird  Frenchmen  by  whole  dozens. 

The 
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her  beautv.  She  had  great  honours  done  her.  The 
huffar  hirnfelf  was  ordered  to  bring  her  the  king's  cat 
to  kifs.  Her  name  is  Bermet.  Amongft  other  folks 
I  faw  your  old  friend  lord  Bolingbrcke^  who  afked  for 
you.  He  looks  juft  as  he  did.  Your  friends  here  are 
in  good  health;  not  changed  in  their  fentiments  to- 
wards you.  I  left  my  two  girls  in  France  with  their 
uncle*,  which  was  m,y  chief  bufinefs.  I  don't  know, 
that  I  have  any  friends  on  your  fide,  befides  Mr. 
Ford^  to  whom  give  my  fervice,  and  to  Dr.  Parnell 

and  Mr.  Jervis\. 

If  itbe'poffiblefor  you,  obey  the  contents  of  the 
inclofed  ;  v/hich,  I  fuppofe  is  a  kind  invitation.  The 
dragon  is  juft  as  he  was,  only  all  his  old  habits  ten 
times  ftronger  upon  him  than  ever.  Let  me  beg  of 
yet  not  to  forget  me,  for  I  can  never  ceafe  to  love 

The  I'ving,  as  he  at  dinner  fat. 

Did  beckon  to  his  liufiar, 
And  bid  him  bring  his  tabby  cat. 

For  charming  Nell  to  bufs  her. 
The  ladies  were  with  rage  provok'd. 

To  fee  her  fo  refiie6led  j 
The  men  lookM  arch,'  as  Nelly  ftrokM, 

And  Pufs  her  tail  ere6led. 
But  not  a  man  did  look  employ. 

Except  on  pretty  Nelly  j 
Then  faid  the  duke  de  Filleroi, 

Ah?  qiielle  efl  hien  jolieP 
The  courtiers  all,  with  one  accord, 

Broke  out  in  Nelly's  praifesj 
Adniir'd  her  rofe,  and  lis  fans  far  de^ 

Which  are  your  terms  Francoifes, 
*  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  an  eminent  banquier  at  Paris,  brother  to 
Dr  Arbuthnot, 

t  A  very  eminent  Fainter* 
■       "  and 
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and  efteeiii  you,  being  ever  your  moft  alFeftionateand 

obliged  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOT. 

LETTER  CXC. 
Df.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  BROTHER,       London,  Dec.  ii,  1718. 

For  fo  I  had  called  you  before^  were  it  not 
for  a  certain  reverence  I  pay  to  deans.  I  find  you 
wifh  both  me  and  yourfelf  to  live  to  be  old  and  rich. 
The  fecond  goes  in  courfe  along  with  the  firft  j  but 
you  cannot  give  feven  (that  is  the  tythe  of  feventy) 
good  reafons  for  either.  Glad  at  my  heart  fliould  I 
be,  if  Dr.  Heljham  *  or  I  could  do  you  any  good.  My 
fervicetoDr.  Heljham:  he  does  not  want  my  advice 
in  the  cafe.  I  have  done  good  lately  to  a  patient  and 
a  friend,  in  that  complaint  of  a  vertigo,  by  cinnabar 
of  antimony  and  caftor,  made  up  into  bolufes  with 
confecSl.  of  allcermes.  I  had  no  great  opinion  of  the 
cinnabar  ;  butj  trying  it  amongft  other  things,  my 
friend  found  good  of  this  prefcription.  I  had  tried 
the  caftor  alone  before,  not  with  fo  much  fuccefs. 
Small  quantities  of  tinlPlura  facra^  now  and  then,  will 
do  you  good.  There  are  twenty  lords,  I  believe, 
would  fend  you  horfes,  if  they  knew  how.  One  or 
two  have  offered  to  me,  who^  I  believe,  would  be  as 
good  as  their  words.  Mr.  Rowe^  the  poet  laureat,  is 
dead,  and  has  left  a  damned  jade  of  a  Pegafus.  V\\ 
anfwer  for  it,  he  wont  do  as  your  mare  did,  having 

*  A  fenior  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dubliny  a  mofl  eminent 
phyfician,  and  author  of  Le^ures  on  natural  and  experimental 
phylofophy. 

Vol.  II.  L  more 


more  need  oiLucan's  prefent,  than  Sir  Richard  Black- 
more.    I  would  fain  have  Pope  get  a  patent  for  life  for 
the  place,  with  a  power  of  putting  in  Durfey  his 
deputy.   The  dragon  is  come  to  town,  and  was  en- 
tering upon  the  detail  of  the  reafons  of  ftate,  that 
kept  him  from  appearing  at  the  beginning,  iSc.  when 
I  did  believe,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  only  a  law  of 
nature,  to  which  the  dragon  is  moft  fubjed,  Remanere 
injiatu  in  quo  eft  nifi  deturbetur  ab  extrinfeco.  Lord 
JYar/.y  and  lady  Harley  give  you  their  fervice.  Lewis 
is  in  the  country  with  lord  Bathurft,  and  has  wrote 
me  a  moft  dreadful  ftory  of  a  mad  dog,  that  bit  their 
huntfman  ;  fince  which  accident,  I  am  told,  he  has 
fliortened  his  ftirrups  three  bores ;  they  were  not  long 
before.    Lord  Oxford  prefented  him  with  two  horfes. 
He  has  fold  one,  and  fent  the  other  to  grafs,  avec 
leaucoup  de  fageffe.     I  do  not  believe  the  ftory  of 
lord  BoUngbrokeh  marriage,  for  I  have  been  confulted 
about  the  lady ;  and  by  fome  defefts  in  her  conftitu- 
tion,  I  fliould  not  think  her  appetite  lay  much  to- 
wards matrimony.    There  is  fome  talk  about  rever- 
fin.^  his  atttainder ;  but  I  wifli  he  may  not  be  difap- 
pointed.  lam  for  all  precedents  of  that  kind.  They 
fay  the  pretender  is  like  to  have  his  chief  mmifter 
impeached.    He  has  his  wife  prifoner.    The  foot- 
men of  the  houfe  of  commons  chufe  their  fpeaker, 
and  impeach,  f^c.    I  think  it  were  proper,  that  all 
monarchs  ftiould  ferve  their  apprenticeflnps  as  pre- 
tenders, that  we  might  difcover  their  defers.  Did 
you  ever  expeft  to  live  to  fee  the  duke  of  Ormond 
Lhting  againft  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and  the 
°      °  duke 


duke  of  Berwick  fighting  for  it?  France^  in  confede- 
racy with  England^  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  power 
of  Spain?  I  really  think  there  is  no  fuch  good  reafon 
for  living  till  feventy,  as  curiofity.  You  fay  you  are 
ready  to  refent  it  as  an  affront,  to  fay,  that  a  lady, 
hardly  known  or  obferved  for  her  beauty  in  Ireland^ 
is  a  curiofity  in  France*  All  deans  naturally  fall  into 
paralogifms.  My  wife  gives  you  her  kind  love  and 
fervice,  and,  which  is  the  firft  thing,  that  occurs  to 
all  wives,  wiflies  you  well  married. 

LETTER  CXCI. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

March  17,  1719,  N,  S. 

I  Have  not  thefe  feveral  years  tafted  fo  fenfible  a 
pleafure,  as  your  letters  of  the  i6th  of  "January  and 
1 6th  of  February  gave  me;  and  I  know  enough  of  the 
tendernefs  of  your  heart,  to  be  affured,  that  the  let- 
ter I  am  writing  will  produce  much  the  fame  effect  on 
you.  1  feel  my  own  pleafure,  and  I  feel  yours.  The 
trueft  reflection,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  bittereft 
fatyr  which  can  be  made  on  the  prefent  age,  is  this ; 
that,  to  think  as  you  think,  will  make  a  man  pafs 
for  romantic.  Sincerity,  conftancy^  tendernefs,  are 
rarely  to  be  found.  They  are  fo  much  out  of  ufe,  that 
the  man  of  mode  imagines  them  to  be  out  of  nature. 
We  meet  with  few  friends;  the  greateft  part  of  thofe, 
who  pafs  for  fuch,  are,  properly  fpeaking,  nothing 
more  than  acquaintance;  and  no  wonder,  fmce 

L  2  TuUy^ 
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Tallfs  maxim  is  certainly  true,  that  frlendfhip  can 
{\xh{\9c  nonnifi  Inter  boms  y  at  that  age  of  life,  when 
there  is  balm  in  the  bloody  and  that  confidence  in 
themind,  which  the  innocency  of  our  own  heart  in- 
fpires,  and  the  experiency  of  other  mens  deftroys.  I 
was  apt  to  confound  my  acquaintance  and  my  friends 
together.  I  never  doubted  but  that  I  had  a  numerous 
cohort  of  the  latter.    I  expe£ted,  if  ever  I  fell  into 
misfortune,  to  have  as  many,  and  as  remarkable  in- 
ftances  offriendfliip  to  produce,  as  the  Scythian^  in 
one  of  Luctans  Dialogues ^  draws  from  his  nation.  Into 
thefe  misfortunes  I  have  fallen.  Thus  far  my  propi- 
tious ftars  have  not  disappointed  my  expeftations. 
The  reft  have  almoft  entirely  failed  me.  The  fire  of 
my  adverfity  has  purged  the  mafs  of  my  acquaint- 
ance ;  and,  the  feparation  made,  I  difcover,  on  one 
fide,  an  handful  of  friends ;  but,  on  the  other,  a 
legion  of  enemies,  at  leaft  of  ftrangers.  Happily  this 
fiery  trial  has  had  an  efFe£l  on  me,  which  makes  me 
fome  amends.    I  have  found  lefs  refource  in  other 
people,  and  more  in  myfelf,  than  I  expeded,  I  make 
good,  at  this  hour,  the  motto  which  I  took  nine  years 
ago,  when  I  was  weak  enough  to  lift  again  under  the 
conduftof  a  man  *,  of  whom  nature  meant  to  make 
a  fpy,  oi",  at  moft,  a  captain  of  miners;  and  whom 
fortune,  in  one  of  her  whimfical  moods,  made  a  ge- 
neral. 

1  enjoy,  at  this  hour,  with  very  tolerable  health, 
great  tranquillity  of  mind.  You  will,  I  am  fure,  hear 

*  <  Roberti  Earl  of  Oxford: 

this 
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this  with  fatlsfaftlon;  and  fure  It  Is,  that  I  tell  it  you 
without  the  leaft  afFeftation.  I  live,  my  friend,  in  a 
narrower  circle  than  ever;  but,  I  think.  In  a  larger. 
When  I  look  back  on  what  is  paft,  I  obferve  a  mul- 
titude of  errors,  but  no  crimes.  I  have  been  far  from 
following  the  advice  which  Calius  gave  to  Cicero 'y  Id 
melius  ejl  ftatuere  quod  tutlus  fit:  and,  I  think,  may 
fay  tomyfelf,  what  Dolahella  fays,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters, to  the  fame  Cicero:  Satisfa^um  ejl  jam  a  tf^  vel 
officio^  vel  familiarltatl :  fatisfa5ium  etiam  partibus^  et 
ei  reipublica^  quamtu  probabas,  Reliquum  eft^  ubi  nunc 
eftrefpubltca^  ibi  Jimus  potius^  quam^  du?n  illam  veterem 
Jequamur^fimus  in  nulla.  What  my  memory  has  fur- 
niflied  on  this  head,  ^for  I  have  neither  books  nor 
papers  here  concerning  home  affairs)  is  writ  with 
great  truth,  and  with  as  much  clearnefs  as  I  could 
give  it.  If  ever  we  meet,  you  will,  perhaps,  not 
think  two  or  three  hours  abfolutely  thrown  awav  in 
reading  ;t.  One  thing  I  will  venture  to  afflire  you  of 
beforehand,  which  is,  that  you  will  think  I  never 
deferved  more  to  be  commended,  than  whilft  I  was 
the  moft  blamed;  and  that  you  will  pronounce  the 
higheft  part  of  my  charafter  to  be  that,  which  has 
been  difguifedby  the  nature  of  things,  mifreprefented 
by  the  malice  of  men,  and  which  is  ftill  behind  a 
cloud.  In  what  is  paft,  therefore,  I  find  no  great 
fource  of  uneafinefs.  As  to  theprefent  my  fortune  is 
extremely  reduced;  but  my  defires  are  ftill  more  fo. 
Toothing  is  more  certain  than  this  truth,  that  all  our 
wants,  beyond  thofe,  which  a  very  rnoderate  income 
will  fiipply,  are  purely  imaginary ;  and  that  his  hap- 

L  3  pi nefs 
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pinefs  is  greater,  and  better  aflured,  who  brings  his 
mind  up  to  a  temper  of  not  feeling  them,  than  his, 
who  fells  them,  and  has  wherewithal  to  fupply  them. 
Hor,  epift.  i.  lib,  !• 

^ — VideSj  qua  maxima  credisy 

EJfe  mala^  exiguum  cenfum^  turpemq\  repulfam^ 

^anto  deviteSy  &c. 

Which  I  paraphrafed  thus,  not  long  ago,  in  my  poft- 
chaife : 

Survey  mankind,  obferve  what  rifques  they  run. 
What  fanfy'd  ills,  thro'  real  dangers,  fliun  \ 
Thofe  fanfy'd  ills,  fo  dreadful  to  the  great, 
A  loft  eledlion,  or  impair'd  eftate. 
Obferve  the  merchant,  who,  intent  on  gain, 
AfFronts  the  terrors  of  the  Indian  main ; 
Tho'  ftorms  arife,  and  broken  rocks  appear. 
He  flies  from  poverty,  and  knows  no  other  fear. 
Vain  men,  who  might  arrive,  with  toil  far  lefs. 
By  fmoother  paths,  at  greater  happinefs. 
For  'tis  fuperior  blifs,  not  to  defire 
That  trifling  good,  which  fondly  you  admire,  | 
Poffefs  precarious,  and  too  dear  acquire. 
What  hackney  gladiator  can  you  find. 
By  whom  th'  Olympic  crown  would  be  declin'd  ? 
Who,  rather. than  that  glorious  palm  to  feize. 
With  fafety  combat,  and  prevail  with  eafe, 
Would  chufe  on  fome  inglorious  ftage  to  tread. 
And,  fighting,  ftroll  from  wake  to  wake  for  bread? 


[  iSi  ] 

As  to  what  is  to  happen,  I  am  not  anxious  about 
it:  on  which  fubjedt,  I  have  twenty  fine  quotations  at 
the  end  of  my  pen;  but,  I  think,  it  is  better  to  own 
frankly  to  you,  that  upon  a  principle  (which  I  have 
long  eftabliflied)  that  we  are  a  great  deal  more  me- 
chanical than  our  vanity  will  give  us  leave  to  allow, 
I  have  familiarized  the  worft  profpedls  to  my  fi^ht; 
and  that,  by  flaring  want,  folitude,  negledl,  and  the 
reft  of  that  train  in  the  face,  I  have  difarmed  them  of 
their  terrors.  I  have  heard  of  fomebody,  who,  whilft 
he  was  in  the  Tower ^  ufed,  every  morning,  to  lay 
down  on  the  block,  and  fo  zGt  over  his  laft  fcene. 

Nothing  difturbs  me,  but  the  uncertainty  of  my 
fituation,  v/hich  the  zeal  of  a  few  friends,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  a  great  many  enemies  entertain.  The 
more  prepared  I  am  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my  life 
in  exile,  the  more  fenfibly  ftiall  I  feel  the  pleafure  of 
returning  to  you,  if  his  majefty^s  unconditional  fa- 
vour (the  offers  of  which  prevented  even  my  wiflies) 
proves  at  laft  eff*e£lual.  I  cannot  apply  to  myfelf,  as 

you  bid  me  do;  Non  tibi  parvum  ingenium^  non 

incultum  eft^  and  what  follows;  and,  if  ever  we  live 
in  the  fame  country  together,  you  fliall  not  apply  to 
nie, — — ^,od  ft  frtgida  cur  arum  f omenta  relinquere 
pojfes. 

I  have  writ  you,  before  I  w^as  aware  of  it,  a  long 
letter.  The  pleafure  of  breaking  fo  long  a  filence 
tranfports  me;  and  your  fentiment  is  a  fufficient  ex- 
cufe.  It  is  not  fo  eafy  to  find  one  for  talking  fo  much 
about  myfelf;  but  I  (hail  want  none  with  you  upon 
this  fcore.  Adieu, 

L  4  This 
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This  letter  will  get  fafe  to  London;  and  from  thence, 
I  hope,  the  friend,  to  whom  I  recommend  it,  will  find 
means  of  conveying  it  to  you, — For  God's  fake,  no 
more  apologies  for  your  quotations,  unlefs  you  mean, 
by  accufing  yourfelf,  to  correft  me. 

There  never  was  a  better  application  than  yours, 
of  the  ftory  of  Pier/Me.  The  ftorks  will  never  come, 
and  they  muft  be  porters  all  their  lives.  They  are 
fomething  worfe ;  for  I  had  rather  be  a  porter  than  a 
tool:  I  \yould  fooner  lend  out  my  back  to  hire,  than 
my  name.  They  are  this  time  the  inftruments  of 
a  faucy  gardener,  who  has  got  a  gold  crofs  on  his 
ftomach,  and  a  red  cap  on  his  head. 

A  poor  gentleman,  who  puts  me  often  in  mind  of 
one  of  Scandal's  piftures  in  Congreve'z  play  of  Love 
for  Love,  where  a  foldier  is  reprefented  with  his  heart 
where  his  head  ftiould  be,  and  no  head  at  all,  is  the 
,  cpnduaor  of  this  doughty  enterprize;  which  will  end 
in  making  their  caufe  a  little  more  d^fperate  than  it 

is.    Again,  adieu. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  fame  conveyance,  that 
bringsyouthis.  I  aminpainaboutyourhealth.  From 
the  6th  of  January  to  the  i6th  of  February  is  a  long 
CQurfe  of  illnefs. 


LET 
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LETTER  CXCII. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  $IR,  Weftm.  May  5,  17,,, 

Since  I  love  you  with  all  the  ties  of  inclination 
and  friendfliip,  and  wifli  you  all  the  happinefs  of  life, 
health  efpecially,  the  chiefeft,  you  will  pardon  me 
being  a  little  peevifh,  when  I  received  yours  of  the 
twenty-eighth  pafl-,  which  told  me  I  muft  not  expeft 
to  fee  you  here,  and  that  you  were  not  perfedily  well 
Vit  Dublin,  I  hope  there  is  a  little  fpleen  mixed  with 
your  diftemper ;  in  which  cafe  your  horfe  may  be  your 
phyfician,  and  your  phyfician  may  hav^  the  happi- 
nefs of  being  your  companion  ;  an  honour,  which 
many  here  would  envy  him.  As  to  the  fangfroid of 
fifty,  who  has  it  not,  that  is  worth  converfing  with, 
txQ^^t  HarleymABathurJi?  At  leaft,  make  no  more 
that  fort  of  complaint  to  me,  Ijthccc  comnumoratio  eft 
quaji  exprobatio ;  for  fifty  fas  Mr.  Locke  obferves)  is 
equal  to  fifty;  and  a  cough  is  worfe  than  the  fpleen. 
My  bookfeller  is  a  blockhead  ;  fo  have  they  all  been, 
or  worfe,  from  Chaucer's  fcrivener  down  to  yohn  and 
Jacob  *,  Mr.  Hyde  only  excepted,  to  whom  my  books 
in  quires  are  configned,  and  the  greateft  care  taken 
that  they  are  rightly  put  up.  Several  of  the  fubfcri- 
bers  to  you  requiring  their  books  here,  have  had|them, 
I  need  not  repeat  my  thanks  to  you,  for  the  trouble 
this  matter  has  given  you  ;  or  intreat  your  favour  for 
jflma  and  Solomon,  1  (hall  perform  your  commands 
tp  the  earl  of  Oxford^  femper  idem  ;  and  drink  your 

*  TonfiUi  Bo.Dkfellers. 

^  health 
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health  with  our  friends,  which  is  all  I  can  do  for  you 
at  this  diftance,  till  your  particular  order  enjoins  me 
any  thing,  by  which  I  may  fhew  you,  that  I  am,  and 
defire  always  to  continue,  with  the  greateft  truth  and 
regard  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fer- 
vant,  M.  PRIOR. 

LETTER  CXCIII. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

gjn  We£m.  Dec.  8,  1719. 

HAving  fpent  part  of  my  fummer  very  agreeably 
mCambridgeJhire  with  dear  lord  Harley,  I  am  returned 
•without  him  to  my  own  palace  in  Duke-ftreeU  whence 
I  endeavour  to  exclude  all  the  tumult  and  noife  of  the 
neighbouring  Court  of  requefts,  and  to  live  aut  ni- 
hil agendo  aut  iliud  agendo,  till  he  comes  to  town.  But 
there  is  worfe  than  this  yet.  I  have  treated  lady  Har- 
riot *  at  Cambridge.  Good  God !  a  fellow  of  a  college 
treat !  and  fpoke  verfes  to  her  f  in  a  gown  and  cap  ! 
What !  the  plenipotentiary  fo  far  concerned  in  the 
damned  peace  at  Utrecht ;  the  man,  that  makes  up 
half  the  volume  of  terfe  profe,  that  makes  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  fpeaking  verfes!  Stc  eft,  homo 
fum;  and  am  not  afliamed  to  fend  thofe  very  verfes  to 

*  <L2iiy Harriot Harley,  on\y dioghteroi Edivardloid  Har- 
lev,   now  duchefs  dowager  of  Portland.' 

+  They  are  printed  in  wiiat  is  called  by  the  editor,  Samuel 
Humphreys,  Efq;  thethird'volumeofVr\of^mrks;  andareint.- 
l^erfesfpoken  to  lady  Henrietta  Cavendifh  Holies  Harley,  la 
the  library  of  Si.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  Nov.  9.  1719- 

1  one. 
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one,  who  can  make  much  better.  And  now  let  me 
afkyou,  How  you  do  ?  and  what  you  do  ?  How  your 
Irijh  country  air  agrees  with  you,  and  when  you  in- 
tend to  take  any  Englijh  country  air  ?  In  the  fpring  I 
will  meet  you  where  you  will,  and  go  with  you  where 
you  will  ;  but  I  believe  the  beft  rendezvous  will  be 
Duke-ftreet^  and  the  faireft  field  for  adion  Wimple  *, 
the  lords  of  both  thofe  feats  agreeing,  that  no  man 
will  be  more  welcome  to  either  than  yourfelf. 

It  is  many  months  fmce  the  complaints  of  my  fub- 
fcribers  are  redrefled,  and  that  they  have  ceafed  to 
call  the  bookfeller  a  blockhead,  by  transferring  that 
title  to  the  author.  We  have  not  heard  from  Mr. 
Hyde^  but  expe£t,  that  at  his  leifure  he  will  fignify  to 
T mfon  what  may  relate  to  that  whole  matter,  as  to  the 
fecond  fubfcriptions.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the 
books  have  been  delivered  without  any  miftake  ;  and 
fhall  only  repeat  to  you,  that  I  am  fenfible  of  the 
trouble  my  poetry  has  given  you,  and  return  you  my 
thanks  in  plain  profe.  Earl  of  Oxford^  pro  more  fuo^ 
went  late  into  the  country,  and  continues  there  ftill. 
Our  friends  are  all  Vv^ell ;  fo  am  I,  nift  cumpituita  mo- 
lefta  eft ;  which  is  at  this  prefent  writing,  and  will 
continue  fo  all  the  winter.  So,  with  weak  lungs,  and 
a  very  good  heart,  I  remain  alwayS^|^ir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

M.  PRIOR. 

P.  S.  Service  to  Matthew  Pennyfeather^  and  all 
friends.  Adieu. 


The  feat  of  lord  Harley, 

LET- 
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LETTER  CXCIV. 
Duchefs  of  Ormond  to  Dr.  Swift. 
SIR,  April  xS,  1720. 

YoU'D  have  great  reafonto  be  angry  with  me,  if 
my  long  filence  had  been  occafioned  by  any  thing 
but  my  care  of  you ;  for  having  no  fafe  hand  to  fend 
by  till  now,  I  would  not  write,  for  fear  it  might  be 
conftrued  a  fort  of  treafon  (mifprifionatleaft)  for  you 
to  receive  a  letter  from  one  half  of  a  profcribed  man. 
I  enquire  of  every  body  I  fee,,  that  I  imagine  has  ei- 
ther feen  you  or  heard  from  you,  how  you  have  your 
health ;  for  wealth  and  happinefs  I  don't  fuppofe  you 
abound  in  ?  For  it  is  hard  to  meet  with  either  in  the 
country  you  are  in,  and  be  honeft  as  you  are.  I  thank 
God  our  parliament  hastakenthem  tota(k,  and,  find- 
ing- how  ill  a  ufe  they  made  of  their  judicature  when 
theyhadit,  have  thought  it  not  fit  to  truft  them  with  it 
any  longer       I  hope  the  next  thing  will  be  to  tax 
Ireland  from  hence,  and  then  no  more  opportunities 
for  bills  of  attainder,  which  is  very  happy  ;  for  eife 

*  «  The  houfe  of  peers  In  Jr^te^/ having  tranfmltted  to  king 
George  I,  a  long  reprefentation,  fetting  forth  their  right  to  the 
final  judicature  ofcaufes  in  that  kingdom,  the  houfe  of  lords  in 
England  resolved,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1719-20,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland  h^d  afted, 
intht^^Wof  Annejley^nd  Sherlock,  with  courage,  accordingto 
law,  in  fupport  of  his  majefty's  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to 
the  crown  of  Gr^at  Britain  j  and  a  bill  was  foon  after  brought  in, 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency  of  thekingdom  of  Ireland 
upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.'' 

young 
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young  Hopeful^  might  have  been  in  danger.  They 
were  fo  good  and  obedient  to  the  powers  above,  that 
whether  there  werereafon  or  not,  or,  as  prince  Butler 
faid,  crime  or  no  crime,  the  man  was  condemned, 
and  a  price  fet  upon  his  head. 

I  want  much  to  hear  what  you  think  of  Great  Bri'^ 
tain  I  for  all  your  relations  here  want  much  tofeeyou, 
where  are  ftrange  changes  every  day.  You  remem- 
ber, and  fo  do  I,  when  the  South -fea  was  faid  to  be 
my  lord  Oxford's  brat,  and  muft  be  ftarvcd  at  nurfe. 
Now  the  king  has  adopted  it,  and  calls  it  his  beloved 
child;  tho',  perhaps,  you  may  fay,  if  he  loves  it  no 
better  than  his  fon,  it  may  not  be  faying  much:  but 

he  loves  it  as  well  as  he  does  the  duchefs  of  K  \^ 

and  that  is  faying  a  good  deal.  I  wifh  it  may  thrive, 
for  many  of  my  friends  are  deep  in  it  :  I  wifh  you 
were  fo  too.  I  believe,  by  this  time,  you  are  very 
forry  I  have  met  with  an  opportunity  of  troubling 
you  with  this  fcrawl ;  but  the  ftrong  muft  bear  with 
the  infirmities  of  the  weak  ;  and  therefore,  brother, 
I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  impertinencies  of  your 
poor  fifter,  whofe  brain  may  be  reafonably  thought 
turned  with  all  flie  has  met  with.  But  nothing  will 
hinderher  from  being,  as  long  as  (he  lives,  moft 

*  *  Theduchefsfeemstomeantheprince  o^WaleSy  afterwards 
king  6?<?or^f  II.  then  upon  ill  terms  with  his  father  and  his  father's 
minifters.' 

t  *  Kendal,  Erengard  Melejina  Schuylenhurg,  baronefs  of 
Schuylenbergy  and  princcCs  of  Eberjlein  \vi  Gerrnuny,  She  was 
ere  atedduchefs  of  Munfler  in  Ireland,  by  letters  patent,  bearing 
d^i^July  16,  1 7 16,  flie  was  alfo  created  duchefs  of  Kendal 
hy  king  George  h  on  the  30th  of  April,  17x9.* 

fmcerely 
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fincerely  your  very  humble  fervant,  and  faithful 
friend,  O  R  M  O  N  D. 

LETTER  CXCV. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr  Swift. 

glj^^  Weftm.  May  4,  lyio. 

From  my  good  friend  the  Dean  I  have  two  letters 
before  me,  of  what  date  I  will  not  fay,  and  I  hope 
you  have  forgot,  that  call  out  for  vengeance  ;  or,  as 
other  readings  have  it,  for  an  anfwer.    You  told  me 
in  one  of  them,  you  had  been  purfued  with  a  giddy 
head;  and  I  prefume  you  judged,  bymyfilence,  that 
I  have  laboured  under  the  fame  diftemper.    I  don't 
know  why  you  have  not  buried  me,  as  you  did  Par- 
tridge^ and  given  the  wits  of  the  age,  the  Steeles  and 
Jddifons,  a  new  occafion  of  living  feven  years  upon 
one  of  your  thoughts.    When  you  have  finiflied  the 
copy  of  verfes,  which  you  began  in  England,  our 
writers  may  have  another  hint,  upon  which  they  may 
dwell  feven  years  longer. 

Are  you  Frenchman  enough  to  know  how  a  Gafcon 
fuftains  his  family  for  a  week  ? 

Dimanchey  une  Efclanche ; 
Lundi,  froide  et  Salade  ; 
Mardi,  /  aime  la  Grillade  ; 
Mecredtj  Hachee  5 
Jeiidi,  bon  pour  la  Capilktade  ; 
Vendredi,  Point  de  Gras  ; 

Samedi,  §u'on  me  cajje  les  cs,  et  les  chiens  fe  Creve- 
ront  des  reftes  de  mon  Mouton. 

We 
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We  can  provide  fuch  fort  of  cookery,  if  you  will 
but  fend  us  the  efclanche ;  but  rather  bring  it  with 
you,  for  it  will  eat  much  better,  when  you  are  in  the 
company. 

Lord  Oxfordhz^  been  a  twelvemonth  in  Hereford-' 
Jhire^  as  far  from  us,  literally,  tho'  not  geographi- 
cally, as  if  he  had  been  with  you  in  Ireland.  He  has 
writ  no  more  to  us,  than  if  we  were  ftill  minifters  of 
ftate.  But,  in  the  balance  of  account,  per  contra^  I 
have  lord  Harley  at  London ;  and  have  either  lived 
with  him  at  Wimple^  or  upon  him  here,  ever  fmce  his 
father  left  us.  I  know  no  reafon,  why  you  jQiould 
not  expedl  his  pidlure,  but  that  he  promifed  it  to  you 
fo  often.  I  wrote  to  him  fix  months  lince,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  acknowledging  my  letter,  he  took  a  more 
compedious  way  of  fending  a  gentleman  to  lady  i/^r- 
riot^  in  Dover-ftreety  zndhidhimcdll^tWeftminfter^ 
to  know  if  I  had  any  thing  to  fay  to  his  lord.  He  was 
here  to-day,  when  he  was  fure  thefcafFold  was  ready, 
and  the  axe  whetted;  and  is  in  Herefordjhtre^  when 
the  confent  of  all  mankind  either  juftifies  his  niini- 
ftry,  or  follows  the  plan  of  it.  The  South-fea  com- 
pany have  raifed  their  ftock  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  he  has  not  fix-pence  in  it.  Thou  art  a 
flranger  in  Ifrael^  my  good  friend ;  and  feemefl  to 
know  no  more  of  this  lord,  than  thou  didft  of  the 

Conde  de  P  ,  when  firfl  I  conftrued  him  to  thee 

at  the  coffee-houfe. 

I  labour  under  the  diftemper  you  complain  of, 
deafnefs,  efpecially  upon  the  leafl:  cold.  I  did  not 
take  care  of  my  cars,  till  I  knew  if  my  head  was  my 

own 
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own  6r  liot ;  but  am  now  fyringirtg,  and  I  hope  to 
profit  by  it.  My  coufin  is  here,  and  well,  and  I  fee 
him  fometimes  -y  but  I  find  he  has  had  a  caution, 
which  depended  upon  his  expeding  more  from  court, 
and  is  juftifiable  in  a  man,  who,  like  him,  has  agreat 
family.  I  have  given  your  compliments  to  my  two 
favourites.    We  never  forget  your  health. 

I  have  feen  Mr.  Butler ^  and  ferved  him  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  power  with  my  amici  potentiores.  Though 
he  had  a  good  caufe,  and  a  ftrong  recommendation, 
he  trufted  wholly  to  neither  of  them,  but  added  the 
greateft  diligence  in  his  felicitations. 

Auditor  Harley  thanks  you,  for  remembering  him 
and  his  finging  man  As  to  the  affair  of  fubfcrip- 
tions,  do  all  at  your  leifure,  and  in  the  manner  you 
judge  moft  proper;  and  fo  I  bid  you  heartily  farewel, 
afluringyou,  that  I  am  moft  truly  yours,       M.  P. 

Frietid  Pord  falutes  you.  Adieu. 

Richard/on^  whom  I  take  to  be  a  better  painter  than 
any  named  in  your  letter,  has  made  an  excellent  pic- 
ture of  me;  from  whence  lord  iii7r/^y(whofe  it  is)  has 
a  ftamp  taken  by  Fertue.  He  has  given  me  fome  of 
them  for  you  to  give  to  our  friends  at  or  about  Dub* 
lin.  I  will  fend  them  by  Tonfons  canal  to  Hyde  at 
Dublin^  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that,  I  hope,  they  may 
come  fafe  to  you. 

•  Probably  a  perfon  recommended  to  the  Dean's  cathedral. 
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.    LETTER  CXCVL 
Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  to  Dr.  Swift* 

SIR,  Mildenhall,  0£lober22,  1720. 

I  Received  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you  about 
ten  days  fince,  at  wrhich  time  the  duke  of  Grafton  * 
was  at  London ;  but  as  he  was  foon  expefted  in  the 
couiitry,  and  is  now  adlually  returned,  I  thought  it 
beft,  rather  than  write,  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  him ;  and  yefterday  I  went  over  to  his 
houfe,  on  purpofe  to  obey  your  commands.  I  found 
he  was  not  a  ftranger  to  the  fubjed  of  my  errand ;  for 
he  had  all  the  particulars  of  the  ftory  very  perfedl, 
and  told  me,  my  lord  Arran  had  fpoke  to  him  con- 
cerning it  f .  I  added  my  folicitations,  backed  with 
the  reafons,  with  which  you  had  furniflied  me;  and 
he  was  fo  kind  to  promife,  he  would  by  this  poft 
write  tothe  chief  juftice^  how  explicitly  or  how  pre- 
cifely,  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  men  in  high  pofts  are 
afraid  of  being  pofitivein  their  anfwers;  but  I  hope 
it  will  be  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  be  efFeilual. 

If  the  thing  is  done,  it  will  be  beft,  that  the  means 
fhould  be  a  fecret  by  which  it  is  brought  about;  and 
for  this  reafon  you  will  excufe  me,  if  1  avoid  putting 
my  name  to  the  outfide  of  my  letter,  left  it  fhould 
excite  the  curiofity  of  the  Poji-Office.   If  this  affair 

*  ^  Charles  y  whofe  mother  I/abella,  daughter  of  HenryBennet,  earl 
of  Arlmgton,  married  to  her  I'econd  hufband  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,'* 

t  The  nrofecution  of  Waters.  See  the  following  letter  from 
Sir  Confiantine  Phipps, 
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ends  to  your  fatisfa<ftion,  I  am  glad  it  has  proved  to 
me  a  caufe  of  hearing  from  you,  and  an  occafion  of 
afluringyou,  that  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  fer- 
vant,  THO.  HANMER. 

LETTER  CXCVir. 
Sir  CoNSTANTiNE  Phipps  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Ormond-Street,  Jan.  14,  1720-21. 

HAving  been  a  little  indifpofed,  I  went  at  Chrift- 
mas  into  the  country,  which  prevented  mefromfooner 
acknowledging  the  favour  of  your  letter.  As  to  TV 7- 
ters's  *  cafe,  I  was  informed  of  it;  and  the  laft  term  I 
fpoke  to  Mr.  attorney-general  +  about  it ;  but  he  told 
me,  he  could  not  grant  a  writ  of  error  in  a  criminal 
cafe,  without  direction  from  the  king  :  fo  that  Tf^aters 
is  not  like  to  have  much  relief  from  hence,  and  there- 
fore I  am  glad  you  have  fome  hopes  it  will  drop  in 
Ireland.    I  think  the  chief  juftice  %  Ihould  have  that 

*  Dr.  iJw^/'s  printer:  he  was  profecuted  for  printing  i^Pr<7/>o- 
jal for  the  Uni^erfal  UfeofthelMi  ManufaSiures,  faid  by  miftake 
to  have  been  written  in  1721.  The  Dean,  in  his  letter  to  Pope, 
dzttd  January  10,  1721,  fays,  that  the  jury,  which  tried  him, 
had  been  culled  with  the  utmolt  induftry  5  but  that,  notwithftand- 
ing,  they  brought  him  in  not  guilty.  That  Whitjhed,  the  judge, 
fent  them  outnine  times,  and  kept  them  eleven  hours  5  til),  being 
tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the 
judge, by  afpecial verdia.  The  dukeof  Grafton,  lordlieutenant, 
foon  after,  upon  mature  advice,  and  permilTion  from  England^ 
granted  a  noU  profequu 

•J-  <  Sir  Koheri  Raymond,'' 

tWhitfhed,  ^ 
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regard  to  his  own  reputation,  to  Jet  it  go  ofFfo;  for 
I  believe  the  oldeft  man  alive,  or  any  law-book,  can- 
not give  any  inftance  of  fuch  a  proceeding.  I  was 
informed  who  was  aimed  at  by  the  profecution,  which 
made  me  very  zealous  in  it;  which  I  fliall  be  in  every 
thing,  wherein  I  can  be  ferviceableto  that  gentleman, 
for  whom  nobody'has  a  greater  efteem  than  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

CON.  PHIPPS. 


LETTER  CXCVIII. 

Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Weftm.  Feb.  28,  1720-21. 

J  F  I  am  to  chide  you  for  not  writing  to  me,  or  beg 
your  pardon,  that  I  have  not  writ  to  you,  is  a  quef- 
tion  j  for  our  correfpondence  has  been  fo  long  inter- 
rupted, that  I  fwear  I  don't  know  which  of  us  wrote 
laft.  In  all  cafes,  I  affure  you  of  my  continual  friend- 
fhip,  and  kindeft  remembrance  of  you;  and,  v/ith 
great  pleafure,  exped  the  fame  from  you.  I  have 
been  ill  this  winter.  Age,  I  find,  comes  on;  and 
the  cough  does  not  diminifh. 

Non  fi-im  qualis  eram  bona 

Sub  Regno  Cynara —  Pafs  for  that. 

I  am  tired  with  politics,  and  loft  In  the  South-fea. 
The  roaring  of  the  waves,  and  the  madnefs  of  the 
people,  were  juftly  put  together.    I  can  fend  you  no 

U   2  fort 
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fort  of  news,  that  holds  either  connexion  or  fenfe.  It 
is  all  wilder  than  St.  Anthonfs  dream ;  and  the  baga- 
telle is  more  folid  than  any  thing,  that  has  been  en- 
deavoured here  this  year.    Our  old  friend  Ox  

is  not  well,  and  continues  in  Herefordjhire.  John  of 
Bucks  *  died  laft  week,  and  Coning/by  was  fent  laft 
week  to  the  Tower.  1  frequently  drink  your  health 
with  lord  Harley,  who  is  always  the  fame  good  man, 
and  orows  daily  more  beloved  as  more  univerfally 
known.  I  do  fo  too  with  our  honeft,  good  natured 
friend  Ford,  whom  I  love  for  many  good  reafons,  and 
particularly  for  that  he  loves  you. 

How  do  you  do  as  to  your  health  ?  Are  we  to  fee 
YOU  this  fummer?  Anfvver  me  thefe  queftions.  Give 
my  fervice  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be  ever, 
with  greattruthand  efteem,  dear  Sir,  y^^^'^'^^^^^^ 


LETTER  CXCIX. 
Mr.  Prior  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t. 

DEAR  SIR,  Weftm.  ApriUs,  '7«. 

1  Know  very  well,  that  you  can  write  a  good  let- 
ter ifvouhaveamindto  it;  but  that  .s  not  the 
cueftion.  A  letter  from  you  fometimes  is  what  1  de- 
fire  Referve  your  tropes  and  periods  for  thofe  you  love 
lefs'-  and  let  me  hear  how  you  do,  in  whatever  hu- 
n^ou'ryouare;  whether  lending  your  money  to  the 
butchers,  proteaing  the  weavers,  treatmg  the  wo- 

•  «  fchn  Should,  duke  of  Buckinghamjhire: 

men. 
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men,  or  tonliruing propria  qua  maribusto  the  country 
curate.  You  and  I  are  fo  eftabliflied  authors,  that  we 
may  write  what  we  will,  without  fearofcenfure:  and 
if  we  have  not  lived  long  enough  to  prefer  the  haga^ 
telle  to  any  thing  elfe,  we  deferved  to  have  had  our 
brains  knocked  out  ten  years  ago. 

I  have  received  the  money  puniiually  of  Mr.  Dan, 
Hayes^  have  his  receipt,  and  hereby  return  you  all  the 
thanks,  that  your  friendfliip  in  that  affair  ought  to 
claim,  and  your  generofity  does  contemn.  There's 
one  turn  for  you :  good. 

The  man  you  mentioned  in  your  laft  has  been  in 
the  country  thefe  two  years,  very  ill  in  his  health, 
and  has  not  for  many  months  been  out  of  his  cham- 
ber ;  yet  what  you  obferve  of  him  is  fo  true,  that  his 
ficknefs  is  all  counted  for  policy,  that  he  will  not 
come  up,  till  the  public  diftraitions  force  fomebody 
or  other,  (whom  God  knows)  who  will  oblige  fome- 
body elfe  to  fend  for  him  in  open  triumph,  and  fet 
him  in  ftatu  quo prlus.  That,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
has  forefeen  all  that  has  happened;  checkmated  all 
the  miniftry;  and,  to  divert  himfelf  at  his  leifure 
hours,  has  laid  all  thofe  lime-twigs  for  his  neighbour 
Coningjly  that  keep  that  precious  bird  in  the  cage, 
out  of  which  himfelf  flipt  fo  cunningly  and  eafily. 

Things,  and  the  way  of  mens  judging  them,  vary 
fo  much  here,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  give  you  any 
juft  account  of  fome  of  our  friends  a6lions.  B.offen  is 
more  than  fufpeded  to  have  given  up  his  party,  as 

*  *  Thomasy  earl  of  Comngfby,  created  fo  ty  king  Gesrge  I.  in 
1719.' 

M  3  Sanchg 
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Sancho  did  his  fubjefts,  for  fo  much  a  head,  Fun  por- 
tantr autre,  Hiscaufe,  therefore,  which  is  fomethins: 
originally  like  that  of  Z«/n^,  is  oppofed  or  negle£l6d 
by  his  ancient  friends,  and  openly  fuftained  by  the 
miniftry.  He  cannot  be  lower  in  the  opinion  of  moft 
men  than  he  is ;  and  I  wifli  our  friend  Har —  *  were 
hio-her  than  he  is. 

Our  young  Harleys  vice  is  no  more  covetoufnefs, 
than  plain nefs  of  fpeech  is  that  of  his  coufin  Tom. 
His  lordftiip  is  really  amabilis^  and  lady  Harriette 
adoranda. 

I  tell  you  no  news,  but  that  the  whole  is  a  compli- 
cation of  miftakes  in  policy,  and  of  knavery  in  the 
execution  of  it :  of  the  minifters  I  fpeak,  for  the  moft 
part,  as  well  ecclefiaftical  as  civil.  This  is  all  the 
truth  I  can  tell  you,  except  one,  which  I  am  fure 
you  receive  very  kindly,  that  I  am  ever  your  friend 
and  your  fervant,  M.  PRIOR, 

Friend  Skelton^  commonly  called  Dear  Dicky  is 
with  me.    We  drink  your  health.  Adieu. 

LETTER  CC. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

July  28,  1721. 

I  Never  was  fo  angry  in  all  my  life,  as  I  was  with 
you  laft  week,  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  June,  The  extreampleafureit  gave  me  takes  away 


*  *  Lord  Harcourt.^ 
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all  the  excufes,  which  I  had  invented  for  your  long 
negleft.  I  defign  to  return  my  humble  thanks  to  thofe 
men  of  eminent  gratitude  and  integrity,  the  weavers 
and  the  judges,  and  earneftly  to  entreat  them,  inftead 
of  tofling  you  in  the  perfon  of  your  proxy,  who  had 
need  to  have  iron  ribs  to  endure  all  the  drubbings  you 
willprocurehim,  to  tofs  you  in  your  proper  perfon,  the 
next  time  you  ofFend,  by  going  about  to  talk  fenfe,  or 
to  do  good  to  the  rabble.  Is  it  pollible,  that  one  of  your 
age  and  profeffion  fliould  be  ignorant,  that  this  mon- 
ftrous  beaft  has  paflions  to  be  moved,  but  no  reafon  to 
be  appealed  to;  and  that  plain  truth  will  influence 
half  a  fcore  men  at  moft  in  a  nation,  or  an  asie, 
while  myftery  will  lead  millions  by  the  nofe? 

Dear  "Jonathan^  fmce  you  cannot  refolvc  to  write  as 
you  preach,  what  public  authority  allows,  what  coun- 
cils and  fenates  have  decided  to  be  orthodox,  inftead 
of  what  private  opinion  fuggefts,  leave  off  inftrudl- 
ing  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  Believe  me,  there  is 
more  pleafure,  and  more  merit  too,  in  cultivating 
friendCbip,  than  in  taking  care  of  the  ftate.  Fools 
and  knaves  are  generally  beft  fitted  for  the  laft;  and 
none  but  men  of  fenfe  and  virtue  are  capable  of  the 
other.  How  comes  it  then  topafs,  that  you,  who  have 
fenfe,  tho'  you  have  wit,  and  virtue,  tho'  you  have 
kept  bad  company  in  your  time,  fliould  be  fo  fur- 
prized,  that  I  continue  to  write  to  you,  and  expe<St 
to  hear  from  you,  after  feven  years  abfence. 

Anniprcsdantur  euntes^  fay  you  ;  and  time  will  lop 
ofF my  luxuriant  branches :  perhaps  it  will  be  fo.  But 
I  have  put  the  pruning-hook  into  an  hand,  which 
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works  hard  to  leave  the  other  as  little  to  do  of  that 
kind  as  may  be.  Some  fuperfluous  twigs  are  every 
day  cut;  and,  as  they  lefTen  in  number,  the  bough, 
which  bears  the  golden  fruit  of  friendfliip,  flioots, 
fwells,  and  fpreads. 

Our  friend  told  you  what  he  heard,  and  what  was 
commonly  faid,  when  he  told  you,  that  I  had  taken 
the  fancy  of  growing  rich.  If  I  could  have  refolved 
to  think  two  minutes  a  day  about  flocks,  to  flatter 
Law'^  half  an  hour  a  week,  or  to  have  any  obliga- 
tion to  people  I  neither  loved  nor  valued,  certain  it 
is,  that  I  might  have  gained  immenfely.  But  not 
caring  to  follow  the  many  bright  examples  of  thefe 
kinds,  which  France  furniflied,  and  which  England 
fent  us  over,  I  turned  the  little  money  I  had  of  my 
own,  without  being  let  into  any  fccret,  very  negli- 
o-ently  :  and  if  I  have  fecured  enough  to  content  me, 
it  was  bccaufe  I  was  foon  contented.  I  am  forry  to 
hear  you  confefs,  that  the  love  of  money  has  got  into 
your  head.  Take  care  or  it  will,  ere  long,  fink  into 
vour  heart,  the  proper  feat  of  paffions.  Plato^  whom 
you  cite,  looked  upon  riches,  and  the  other  advan- 
tao^es  of  fortune,  to  be  defirable;  but  he  declared,  as 
you  have  read  in  Diogenes  Laertius  ;  Ea  etfe  mn  aflue- 
rhit^  nihilominus  tamen  heatum  fore  fapientem.  You  may 
think  it,  perhaps,  hard  to  reconcile  his  two  journeys 
into  Sicily  with  this  maxim,  efpecially  fince  he  got 
fourfcore  talents  of  the  tyrant.  But  I  can  affure  you 
that  he  w^ent  to  the  elder  DionyJmsovAy  to  buy  books, 

^  Tbeprojeaorof  the  Miji/Jippi  khQmQ  in  France^  which  pro-» 
ducd  the  South -feci  Icheme  here. 
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and  to  the  younger  only  to  borrow  a  piece  of  ground, 
and  a  number  of  men,  women  and  children,  to  try 
his  Utopia.  Jriftippus  was  in  Sicily  at  the  fame  time, 
and  there  paffed  fome  Billing/gate  between  thefe  reve- 
rend  perfons.  This  philofopher  had  a  much  ftronger 
fancy  to  grow  rich  than  Plato:  he  flattered,  hecracked 
jefts,  and  danced  over  a  ftick  to  get  fome  of  the  Sici- 
)ian  gold  ;  but  ftill  even  he  took  care,  fibi  res^  non  fe 
rebus  fubmittere.  And  I  remember,  with  great  edifi- 
cation, how  he  reproved  one  of  his  catechumens, 
who  blulhed,  and  flirunk  back,  when  his  matter 
(hewed  him  the  way  to  the  bawdy-houfe.  Non  ingredi 
turpe  eft^  fed  egredi  non  po£e  turpe  eft.  The  ccnclufion 
of  all  is  this;  un  honnete  homme  ought  to  h^vQcente  mille 
livres  de  rente^  if  you  pleafe  ;  but  a  wife  man  will  be 
happy  with  the  hundredth  part.  Let  us  not  refufe 
riches,  wKen  they  ofFer  themfelves  ;  but  let  us  give 
them  no  room  in  our  heads  or  our  hearts.  Let  us  en- 
joy wealth,  without  fufFering  it  to  become  necelTary 
to  us.  And,  to  finijQi  with  one  of  Seneca's  quaint 
fentences,  Let  us  place  it  fo^  that  fortune  may  take  it 
without  tearing  it  from  us.  The  paffage  you  mention 
does  follow  that,  which  I  quoted  to  you,  and  the  ad- 
vice is  good.  Solon  thought  fo;  nay,  he  went  further: 
and  you  remember  the  reafon  he  gave  for  fitting  in  the 
council  of  Pifftratus^  whom  he  had  done  his  utmoft 
to  oppofe;  and  who,  by  the  way,  proved  a  very  good 
prince.  But  the  epiftle  is  not  writ  by  Cicero^  as  you 
feem  to  think.  It  is,  if  I  miftake  not,  an  epiftle  of 
Dolabella  to  him.  Cato^  you  fay,  v/ould  not  be  of 
Ithe  fame  mind,    Cato  is  a  moft  venerable  name,  cni 

Dolahelia 
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Dolabella  was  but  a  fcoundrel  with  wit  and  valour ; 
and  yet  there  is  better  fenfe,  nay,  there  is  more  vir- 
tue, in  whatZ)<?/^i'^//^advifes,  than  in  the  conduct  of 
Cato.  I  mufi:  own  my  weaknefs  to  you.  This  Cato^ 
fo  fung  by  Lucan  in  every  page,  and  fo  much  better 
fung  by  Virgil  m  half  a  line,  ftrikes  me  with  no  great 
refpefJ:.  When  I  fee  him  painted  in  all  the  glorious 
colours,  which  eloquence  furnifhes,  I  call  to  mind 
that  image  of  him,  which  TuUy  gives  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Atticus^  or  to  fomebody  elfe ;  where  he  fays, 
that  having  a  mind  to  keep  a  debate  from  coming  on 
in  the  fenate,  they  made  Cato  rife  to  fpeak,  and  that 
he  talked  till  the  hour  of  propofing  matters  was  over. 
jT ully  infmuates,  that  they  often  made  this  ufe  of  him. 
Does  not  the  moving  pi6lurefhift  ?  Do  you  not  be- 
hold Clarke  of  Taunton- dean^  in  the  gown  of  a  Roman 
fenator,  fending  out  the  members  topifs  ?  The  cen- 
for  ufed  (harp  medicines  ;  but,  in  his  time,  the  pa- 
tient had  ftrength  to  bear  them.  The  fecond  Cato 
inherited  this  receipt  without  his  fkill ;  and,  like  a 
true  quack,  he  gave  the  remedy,  becaufe  it  was  his 
only  one,  tho'  it  was  too  late.  He  haftened  the  pa- 
tient's death ;  he  not  only  haftened  it,  he  made  it 
more  convulfive  and  painful. 

The  condition  of  your  wretched  country  is  worfe 
fTian  you  reprefcnt  it  to  be.  The  healthful  Indian  fol- 
lows his  mafter,  who  died  of  ficknefs,  to  the  grave; 
but  I  much  doubt,  whether  thofe  charitable  legifla- 
tors  exa£l  the  fame,  when  the  mafter  is  a  lunatick, 
and  cuts  his  own  throat,  I  mourn  over  Ireland  with 
all  my  heart,  but  I  pity  you  more.  In  reading  your 
4!  letter^ 
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letter,  I  feel  your  pulfe  ;  and  I  judge  of  your  diftem- 
per  as  furely  by  the  figures,  into  which  you  caft  your 
ink,  as  the  learned  doctor,  2.tthe  hand  and  the  urinal 
could  do,  if  he  pored  over  your  water.  You  are  really 
in  a  very  bad  way.  You  fay  your  memory  declines : 
I  believe  it  does,  fince  you  forget  your  friends,  and 
fmce  repeated  importunity  can  hardly  draw  a  token  of 
remembrance  from  you/  There  are  bad  airs  for  the 
mind,  as  well  as  the  body :  and  what  do  you  imagine, 
that  Plaio^  fmce  you  have  fet  me  upon  quoting  him 
(who  thanked  heaven,  that  he  was  not  a  Baotian) 
would  have  faid  of  the  ultima  Ihule?  Shake  ofF  your 
lazinefs,  ramble  over  hither,  and  fpend  fome  months 
inakinder  climate.  You  will  be  indanger  of  meeting 
but  one  plague  here,  and  you  will  leave  many  behind 
you.  Here  youw^ll  come  among  people,  who  lead  a  life 
lingular  enough  to  hityourhumour;  fo  near  the  world, 
as  to  have  all  its  conveniences  ;  fo  far  from  the  world, 
as  to  be  aftranger  to  all  its  inconveniences;  v/anting 
i)othing,  which  goes  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  life; 
embarraffed  by  nothing,  which  is  cumberfome.  I 
dare  almoft  venture  to  fay,  that  you  v/ill  like  us  bet- 
ter than  the  perfons  you  live  with,  and  that  we  (ball 
be  able  to  make  you  retrogade  (that  I  mav  ufe  a  ca- 
nonical fimile)  as  the  fun  didon  the  ^x'sXoi Hezechias 
and  begin  anew  the  twelve  years,  which  you  com-- 
plain  are  gone.  We  will  reftore  to  you  the  nigrcs  an- 
gtijio  fronte capillos  \  and,  with  them,  tht  dixlce  loqzd^ 
the  ridere  decorum^  ct  inter  vina  fugam  Cynarcc  nicerere 
pXGierv.a.  Hac  ejl  vita  Jakionm  7nijcrd  amblilone  ora- 
vique^  and  not  yours. 

I  was 
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I  was  going  to  finifli  with  my  fheet  of  paper  ;  but 
having  bethought  myfelf,  that  you  deferve  fome  more 
punifliment,  and  calling  all  my  anger  againft  you  to 
my  aid,  I  refolve,  fince  I  am  this  morning  in  the  hu- 
mour of  fcribling,  to  make  my  letter  at  leaft  as  long 
as.  one  of  your  fermons  ;  aud,  if  you  do  not  mend, 
my  next  fliall  be  as  long  as  one  of  Dr.  Manton's  *, 
who  taught  my  youth  to  yawn,  and  prepared  me  to 
be  an  high-churchman,  that  I  might  never  hear  him 
read,  nor  read  him  more. 

You  mull  know,  thatlam  as  bufy  about  my  hermi- 
tage, which  is  between  the  Chateau  and  the  Maifon 
Bourgeoifey  as  if  I  was  to  pafs  my  life  in  it ;  and  if  I 
could  fee  you  now  and  then,  I  fliould  be  willing 
enough  to  do  fo.  1  have  in  my  wood  the  biggeft  and 
cleareft  fpring  in  Europe^  which  forms,  before  it  leaves 
the  park,  a  more  beautiful  river  than  any  w^hichflows 
in  Gr^^/^  or  Z^/m  verfe.  I  have  a  thoufand  proje£ts 
about  this  fpring,  and,  amongothers,  one,  which  will 
employ  fome  marble.  Now  marble,  you  know,  makes 
C>ne  think  of  infcriptions :  and  if  you  will  correct:  this, 
which  I  have  not  yet  committed  to  paper,  it  fhall  be 
graved,  and  help  to  fill  the  table-books  of  Spons  and 
Mijfons  t  yet  to  come. 

*  «  Thomas  Manton^  D.  D.  who  had  been  ejeaed  fromthe 
reflory  oi  Convent  garden  for  non- conformity,  after  the  reftora- 
lion.    He  was  a  voluminous  writer  in  divinity,  and  publi/lied  a 
large  folio  of  fermons  on  the  ii9thpfalm/ 

f  Ja??iesSpQn^  M.  D.  ^ndMaxi?mlianMiffony  were  to  eminent 
travellers,  who  have  publifhed  their  travels  j  in  which  are  inferted 
many  infcriptions.* 
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Propter  jidem  adverfus  reginam^  et  partes^ 
Intemerate fervatam^ 
Propter  operam^  in  pace  generali  conciliandd 
Strenue  Jaltem  navatam^ 
Tmpotentia  vefana  fa5iionh 
Solum  verier e  coaSfuSy 
Hie  ad  aqua  lene  caput  facra 
Injufte  exulat 
Dulce  vivit 
H,  De  B.  An.  Sic. 

i 

Ob  were  better  than  propter,  but  ob  operam  would 
never  pleafe  the  ear.  In  a  proper  place,  before  the 
front  of  the  houfe,  which  I  have  new  built,  I  have  a 
mind  to  infcribe  this  piece  of  patch-work. 

Si  refipifcat  patria,  inpatriam  rediturus  ; 
Si  non  rejipifcat,  ubivis  melius  quam  inter 
tales  cives  futurus, 
Hanc  villa?}!  inftauro  et  exorno  : 
Hinc,  velut  ex  portu,  alienos^  cafus 
Et  fortunes  ludum  infolentem 
Cernere  fuave  eft. 
Hie,  mortem  nec  appetens  nec  ti?nens 
Innocuis  deliciisj  ^ 
Do^id  quiete, 
et 

Felicis  animi  immota  tranquillitate, 
Frunifcor. 

Hie  ?mhi  vivam  quod  fuper  eft  aut  exilti^  (^ut  avi. 


If 
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If  in  a  year's  time  you  {hould  find  leifure  to  write 

tome,  fend  me  feme  mottcs  for  groves,  and  ft  reams 

and  fine  profpefts,  and  retreat,  andcontemptof  grani 

deur,  fife.    I  have  one  for  my  green-houfes,  and  one 

for  an  alley,  which  leads  to  my  apartment,  which  are 

happy  enough.    The  firft  is,  Hie  ver  ajjiduum  atque 

clienis  menfibus  ^eftas.  The  othtr is,— falient is  fe?nita 
vita. 

You  fee  I  amufe  myfelf  de  la  bagatelle  as  m.uch  as 
you  ;  but  here  lies  the  diirerence  ;  your  bagatelle 
leads  to  fomething  better  ;  as  fidlers  florifli  carelefsly, 
before  they  play  a  fine  air.  But  mine  begins,  pro- 
ceeds, and  ends  in  bao-atelle. 

Adieu  ,  it  is  happy  for  you  that  my  hand  is  tired. 

ril  take  care,  that  you  fiiall  have  my  piflure,  and 
I  am  fimple  enough  to  be  obliged  to  you  for  afking  for 
it.  If  you  do  not  write  to  me  foon,  I  hope  it  will 
fall  down  as  foon  as  you  have  it,  and  break  your  head. 

LETTER  CCI. 
Duchefs  of  O  R  M  o  N  D  to  Dr.  Swift. 

^  Sept.  1,172,. 

J  Don't  know  how  to  account  for  your  long 
filence,  unlefs  your  timehas  been  taken  ud  in  making 
an  intereft  with  thofe  in  power  here,  for  one  of  the 
twoarchbiflioprics,  that,  we  hear,  were  void  3  (but  I 
am  very  glad,  are  net  fo).  Set  your  heart  at  reft,  for 
ihey  are  promifed  ;  and  therefore  vou  may  as  well 
write  toaiiftcr,  when  next  you  honour  this  kin.'.dom 

o 

with 
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with  any  difpatches.  As  to  any  greater  people,  it  is 
a  fhame  to  think  how  you  have  negle£led  thafe  of  your 
own  houfe.  I  had  once  determined  to  write  to  you 
no  more,  fmce  no  anfwer  was  to  be  expedted  ;  but 
then  revenge  came  into  my  head,  and  I  was  refolved 
toteazeyou,  tillatlaft,  to  be  quiet,  you  would  fend 
me  fome  plaufible  excufe  at  leaft,  for  never  enquiring 
after  brother  or  fifter.  I  wonder  when  you'll  be  good- 
natured  enough  to  come  and  fee  how  w^e  do  ;  but  Ire-* 
land  has  fuch  powerful  charms,  that  I  queftion  whe- 
ther you  would  leave  it  to  be  one  of  our  archbifhops* 
I  was  at  you  brother  Arraris  *  a  good  while  this  fum- 
mer,  and  have  been  much  upon  the  ramble,  or  elfe 
you'd  have  fooner  had  thefejuft  reproaches  from  me; 
whom  you  have  no  way  of  appeafmg,  but  by  a  letter 
of  at  leaft  four  fides  of  paper  :  though  I  am  fo  good  a 
Chriftian,  upon  this occafion,  as  tobe,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  this  ill  treatment,  Sir,  yourmoft  fincerefriendj 
and  humble  fervant,  M.  ORMOND, 

LETTER  ecu. 
Lord  BoL  ING  BROKE  to  Dr.  Swift, 

Jan.  I,  1721-2, 

i  Received  your  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
September^  above  a  fortnight  ago  ;  and  fhould  have  fet 
you  an  example,  by  anfweringitimmediatcly,  (which 
1  do  notremem.eber  you  ever  fet  me)  if  I  had  not  beea 

*  Another  of  the  lixtecn. 


[  1 

obliged  to  abandon  the  filence  and  quiet  of  this  be- 
loved retreat,  and  to  thruft  myfelf  into  the  hurry  and 
rabble  of  an  impertinent  town.  In  lefsthan  ten  days, 
which  I  fpent  at  Paris^  I  was  more  than  ten  times  on 
the  point  of  leaving  my  bufinefs  there  undone  ;  and 
yet  this  bufinefs  was  to  fave  four-fifths  of  four  hun- 
dred thoufandlivres,  whichlhaveonthetown-houfe ; 
rejies  miferables  du  naufrage  de  ma  fortune.  Luckily  I 
had  the  fear  of  you  before  my  eyes;  and  tho'  I  can- 
not hope  to  deferve  your  efteem  by  grov/ing  rich,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  avoid  your  contempt  by  growing 
poor.  The  ex preffion  is  equivocal ;  a  fault,  which 
our  language  often  betrays  thofe,  who  fcrible  haftily, 
into  ;  but  your  own  confcience  will  ferve  for  a  com- 
ment, and  fix  the  fenfe.  Let  me  thank  you  for  re- 
membering me  in  your  prayers,  and  for  ufing  your 
credit  above  fo  generoufly  in  my  behalf.  To  defpife 
riches  with  Seneca  s  purfe  is  to  have  at  once  all  the 
advantages  of  fortune  and  philofophy. 

^uid  voveat  dulci  nutricula  majus  alumno  ? 

You  are  not  like  H.  Guy  *,  who  among  other  ex- 
cellent pieces  of  advice,  gave  me  this,  when  1  firft 
came  to  court ;  to  be  very  moderate  and  modeft  in  my 

*  *  Henry  Guy,  who  had  been  fecretary  to  the  treafury  duririEr 
three  fucceffive  reigns.  He  died  February  23,  17 10,  and  left  to 
Willia?n  Fulteneyy  Efqj  late  earl  of  ^^ai/yf?,  near  forty  thoufand 
pounds,  with  aneftateof  aboutfive  hundred  pounds  a  year;  as  the 
latter  owns,  in  his  Anpwer  to  one  part  of  a  late  infamoits  Libel^ 
dec*    publilhed  in  4731,  p.  39.' 

appli- 
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applications  for  my  friends,  and  very  greedy  and  Im- 
portunate, when  I  afked  for  myfelf*  You  call  Tully 
names^  to  revenge  Cato's  quarrel  ;  and  to  revenge 
^ullys^  I  am  ready  to  fall  foul  on  Seneca.  You  church- 
men have  cried  him  up  for  a  great  faint  i  and,  as  if 
you  imagined,  that  to  have  it  believed,  he  had  a 
month's  mind  to  be  a  Chriftianj  would  refle6l  fome 
honour  on  Chriftianity,  you  employed  one  of  thofe 
pious  frauds,  fo  frequently  pra£tifed  in  the  days  of 
primitive  fimplicity,  to  impofe  on  the  world  a  pre- 
tended correfpondence  between  him  and  the  great 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  *.  Your  partiality  in  his  fa- 
vour fhall  bias  me  no  more  than  the  pique,  which 
Dion  CaJJius  and  others  fhew  agalnft  him.  Like  an 
equitaple  judge,  I  (hall  only  tax  him  with  avarice  in 
his  profperity,  adulation  in  his  adverfity,  and  afFeda- 
tion  in  every  ftate  of  life.  Was  I  confiderable  enough 
to  be  baniflied  from  my  country,  methinks  I  would 
not  purchafe  my  reftoration,  at  the  expence  of  writ- 
ing fuch  a  letter  to  the  prince  himfelf,  as  your  Chrif- 
tian  Stoic  wrote  to  the  emperor's  flave  Polyhius  \. 
Thus  I  think  of  the  man,  and  yet  I  read  the  author 
with  pleafure;  tho'  I  join  in  condemning  thofe  points^ 

*  *  It  confifts  of  thirteen  letters,  which  feemed  to  St.  Jerome 
and  St.  Auguftineto  havebeeen  genuine.  But  Du  Pin  {Nowvelle 
Bibliotheque des  Auteurs Ecclefiqftiques^Toviv.l.^.  24.  edit,  1690, 
quarto)  acknowledges,  that  they  contain  nothing  worthy  of  the 
the  apoftle  or  philofopher,  and  have  not  the  leaft  refemblancft 
to  the  llile  of  either.  This  is  likewife  the  judgment  of  the  moft 
learned  among  the  modern  critics.* 

•f  *  Seneca  de  Conjolatione  ad  Poljbium*'* 
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which  he  introduced  into  the  Z^^/i;^  ftile;  thofe  eter- 
nal witticifms,  ftrung  like  beads  together,  and  that 
impudent  manner  of  talking  to  the  paffions,  before  he 
has  gone  about  to  convince  the  judgment  j  which 
Eroftnusy  iflremember  right,  objects  to  him.  He  is 
feldominftrudive,  but  he  is  perpetually  entertaining; 
and  when  he  gives  you  no  new  idea,  he  reflefts  your 
own  back  upon  you  with  new  luftre.  I  have  lately 
wrote  an  excellent  treatife  in  praife  of  exile  *.  Many 
of  the  hints  are  taken  from  Confolatlo  ad  Helviam^  and'^ 
other  parts  of  his  works.  The  whole  is  turned  on  his 
ftile  and  manner;  and  there  is  as  much  of  the  fpirit 
of  the  Portique^  as  Icouldinfufe  without  running  too 
{diX  into  ih^mirahlli a ^  inopinata^  et  paradoxa  \  which 
Tully^  andl  think5^«^rtf  himfelf,  ridicules  the  fchool 
of  Xeno  for.  Thatyou  may  laughat  mein  your  turn, 
I  own  ingenuoufly,  that  I  began  in  jeft,  grew  ferious 
at  the  third  or  fourth  page,  and  convinced  myfelf, 
before  I  had  done,  of  what  perhaps  I  fhall  never  con- 
vince any  other,  that  a  man  of  fenfe  and  virtue  may 
be  unfortunate,  but  can  never  be  unhappy.  Do  not 
imagine,  however,  that  I  have  a  mind  to  quarrel  with 
Arljiippm  :  he  is  ftill  my  favourite  among  the  philo- 
fophers  ;  and,  if  I  find  fome  faults  in  him,  they  are 
few  and  venial. 

You  do  me  much  honour,  in  faying,  that  I  put  you 
in  mind  of  lord  Dighy  f  ;  but  fay  it  to  no  one  eife, 
for  fear  of  pafling  for  partial  in  your  parallels,  v/hich 

*  *  It  is  printed  in  his  works,  under  the  title  of  RefleSIions  upon 
Exile: 

t  <  Geor^clox^  Digby,  afterwards  earl  of  J?ri/?(?/,  Dr.  S-ivift,  in 
^^4  a  letter 
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has  done  Plutarch  more  hurt  than  it  has  done  eood 
to  his  Gm/Vw  heroes.  I  had  forgot,  or  I  never  knew, 
the  remarkable  paflage,  which  you  mention.  Great 
virtue,  unjuftly  perfecuted,  may  hold  fuch  language, 
and  will  be  heard  with  applaufe,  with  general  ap- 
plaufe,  I  mean,  not  univerfal.  There  was  at  Athens 
a  wretch,  who  fpit  in  the  face  of  Arlftides^  as  he 
marched  firm,  calm,  and  almoft  gay,  to  execution^ 
Perhaps  there  was  not  another  man  among  the  Athe^ 
nians^  capable  of  the  fame  vile  aftion.  And  for  the 
honour  of  my  country,  I  will  believe,  that  there  are 
few  men  in  England^  befides  lord  Oxford^  capable  of 
hearing  that  ftrain  of  eloquence,  without  admiration. 
There  is  a  fort  of  kindred  in  fouls,  and  they  are  di- 
vided into  more  families  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine. 
Dighy  and  Harley2iXQ  abfolute  ftrangers  to  one  another. 
Touch  an  unifon,  and  all  the  unifons  will  give  the 
fame  found ;  but  you  may  thrum  alute  till  your  fin- 
gers are  fore,  and  you  will  draw  no  found  out  of  a 
Jew's  harp. 

I  thank  you  for  correcting  my  infcriptions,  and  I 
thank  you  ftill  more  for  promifing  to  gather  up^mottos 
for  me,  and  to  write  often  to  me.  I  am  as  little  given 
to  beg  correfpondents,  as  you  are  to  beg  piftures  ; 
but  fince  I  cannot  live  with  you,  I  would  fain  hear 
from  you.  To  grow  old  with  good  fenfe,  and  a  good 
friend,  was  the  wifli  of  Thales ;  I  add,  with  good 
health  :  to  enjoy  but  one  and  an  half  of  thefe  three^ 

2,\ttttxto\ovABoUngbroiey  d^LttdJpnl^^  1729,  and  printed  in 
his  works,  ftiies  lord  Digl^^  the  prototype  of  lord  Bolrngbroks  J' 
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IS  hard.    I  have  heard  of  Prior's  death  *,  and  of  hb 
epitaph  f  ;        have  feen  a  ftrange  book,  writ  by  a 
grave  and  eloquent  dodor  J,  about  the  duke  of  Bud- 
inghatiijhirc.    People,  w^ho  talk  much  in  that  moment, 
can  have,  as  I  believe,  but  one  of  thefe  two  prin- 
ciples, fear,  or  vanity.    It  Is  therefore  much  better 
to  hold  one's  tongue.    I  am  forry,  that  the  firft  of 
thefeperfons,  our  old  acquaintance  M?^/.  livedfopoor 
as  you  reprefent  him.  I  thought  that  a  certain  lord  ||, 
whofe  marriage  with  a  certain  heirefs  was  the  ultimate 
end  of  a  certain  adminiftration,  had  put  him  above 
want.    Prkr  might  juftly  enough  have  addrefled 
himfelf  to  his  young  patron,  as  our  friend  Arijilppus 
did  to  Dlonyfms ;  You  have  money,  which  I  want.  I 

*  •  He  died  Sep.  i8,  1721.' 
f  '  In  the  following  triplet,  written  by  himfelf. 
«^  To  me  'tis  given  to  die  ;  to  you  'tis  given 

To  live.    Alas  !  one  moment  fets  us  even.  > 
"  Mark  how  impartial  is  the  will  of  heaven  V  3 
Bifliop  Atterbury,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  dated  September  17, 
1721,  fays;  * -I  will  take  care  to  make  good,  in  every  refpeft,  what 
Ifaid  to  him  when  living,  particularly  as  to  the  triplet  he  wrote 
«  for  hisown  epitaph  ;  which,  while  we  were  on  good  terms,  I 
promifed  him  Hiould  never  appear  on  his  tomb  while  I  was 
dean  of  V/eJlmipfiCr,'' 

X  '  Richard Fiddesy  D.  D.  publiflied  in  172 1,  in  oaavo,  A  Ut- 
ter In  a-.ifiverto  one  from  a  thinker  ;  occafioned  by  the  late  Duke  of 
Buckinghamiliire's^/>f/^/'/5?;  n^jherevi  certain  paJJ'ages  init,  that 
ha^e  been  thought  exceptionable,  are  'vindicated',  and  the  doSlrine 
of  the  Soul's  Immortality  ajcrted,  &:c.  This  was  followed  by  A 
fecond  Letter,  publiflied  the  flime  year.' 

II  '  Ednjuard  lord  Harley^  who  married,  in  OSioher  1713,  the 
lady  Henrietta  Ca^vendijh  HoUes,  only  daughter  and  heir  Q'iJohH 
dukt  ot  Neivcqffle,^ 
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have  wit  and  knowledge,  which  you  want.  I  long  to 
fee  your  travels  *  ;  for  take  it  as  you  will,  1  do  not 
retraa  what  I  faid.  I  will  undertake  to  find,  in  two 
pages  of  your  bagatelles^  more  good  fenfe,  ufeful 
knowledge,  and  true  religion,  than  you  can  fhew  me 
in  the  works  of  nineteen  in  twenty  of  the  profound 
divines  and  philofophers  of  the  age. 

I  am  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  in  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  time,  and  from  thence  will  fend  you  my  pic- 
ture. Would  to  heaven  I  could  fend  you  as  like  a  pic- 
ture of  my  mind  :  you  would  find  yourfelf,  in  that 
draught,  theobjecft  of  the  trueft  efteem  and  the  fm- 
cereft  friendfliip. 

LETTER  CCIIL 
Dr.  S  N  A  p  E  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t. 

REV.  SIR,  Windfor,  Apr.  23,  1722. 

J  Take  the  opportunity  of  t  wo  of  our  choir  going 
over  to  try  their  fortune  in  your  country,  at  once  to 
return  my  thanks  for  a  very  obliging  letter  you  fa- 
voured me  with  fome  years  ago,  and  your  kind  inter- 
pretation of  my  endeavours,  at  that  time,  toaflert  the 
caufe  of  our  eftablifhment  againft  a  prelate  f,  who 
was  undermining  it :  and  alfo  to  recommend  to  your 
favour  the  bearer,  Mr.  Elford^  who,  upon  the  encou- 
ragement of  your  worthy  primate,  is  going  to  fettis 
at  Armagh.    I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  he  has  the  fame 

*  «  CuUivsfz:  t  *  Bilhop  Hoadlj,'' 

N  3  com- 


[     l82  ] 

compafs  of  voice  with  hislatebrother,  whom  the  good 
queen  fo  much  admired ;  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  he 
has  a  greater  compafs  of  underftanding  ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  that  he  is  a  good  choir-man.  The 
other  that  bears  him  company,  was  a  very  ufeful 
chorifter  to  us.  His  voice,  fmce  its  breaking,  is 
fomewhat  harfh,  but  I  believe  will  grow  mellower. 
If  you  find  either  of  them  for  your  purpofe,  efpecialiy 
the  bearer,  when  you  have  a  vacancy  in  your  church, 
I  fliall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any  favour  you  are 
pleafed  to  fhew  him,  and  be  ready  to  approve  niyfelf, 
on  any  occafion,  reverend  Sir,  your moft  obedient  and 
afFedtionate  fervant, 

A.  SNAPE. 

LETTER  CCIV. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

PEAR  SIR,  London,  Dec.  22,  1722. 

After  every  poft-day,  for  thefe  eight-or  nine 
years,  I  have  been  troubled  with  an  uneafmefs  of  fpl- 
rit,  and,  at  laft,  I  have  refolved  to  get  rid  of  it,  and 
write  to  you.  I  don't  deferve  you  fliould  think  fo  well 
of  me  as  I  really  deferve ;  for  I  have  not  profefled  to 
you,  that  I  love  you  as  much  as  ever  1  did  :  but  you 
are  the  only  perfon  of  my  acquaintance  almoft,  that 
does  not  know  it.  Whoever  I  fee,  that  comes  from 
Ireland^  the  firft  queftion  1  a{k  is  after  your  health :  of 
Which  I  had  the  pleafure  to  hearvery  lately  from  Mr, 
Berkeley,    I  think  of  you  very  often :  no-body  wiflies 

you 
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you  better,  or  longs  more  to  fee  you.  Duke  Dlfney 
who  knows  more  news  than  any  man  alive,  told  me  I 
fhould  certainly  meet  you  at  the  Bath  the  laft  feafon  : 
but  I  had  one  comfort  in  being  difappointed,  thatyou 
did  not  want  it  for  your  health.  I  was  there  for  near 
eleven  weeks  for  a  cholic,  that  I  have  been  often  trou- 
bled with  of  late  s  but  have  not  found  all  the  benefit 
I  expefted. 

I  lodge,  at  prefent,  in  Burlmgton-houfe,  and  have 
received  many  civilities  from  many  great  men,  but 
very  few  real  benefits.    They  wonder  at  each  other 
for  not  providing  for  me ;  and  I  wonder  at  them  alK 
Experience  has  given  me  fome  knowledge  of  them ;  fo 
that  I  can  fay,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  difap- 
point  me.    You  find  I  talk  to  you  of  myfelf ;  I  wifli 
you  would  reply  to  me  in  the  fame  manner.    I  hope, 
though  you  have  not  heard  of  me  fo  long,  I  have  not 
loft  my  credit  with  you  ;  but  that  you  will  think  of 
me  in  the  fame  manner,  as  when  you  efpoufed  my 
caufe  fo  warmly;  which  my  gratitude  never  can  for- 
get.   1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  fincere 
humble  fervant,  J-  GAY. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Pope^  upon  reading  over  this  letter,  de- 
fired  me  to  tell  you,  that  he  has  been  juft  in  the  fame 
fentiments  with  me,  in  regard  to  you  s  and  fiiall  never 
forget  his  obligations  to  you. 


LET 
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L  ET  T  E  R  CCV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 

MY  LORD,  Dublin,  Jan.  24,  1722-3-, 

I  Received  lately  from  the  dean  of  Downe  a  fa- 
vourable mcflage  from  your  grace,  relating  to  a  cler- 
man,  who  married  my  near  relation,  and  whofe  eftate 
is  much  incumbered  by  a  long  fuit  at  law.  I  return 
my  moft  humble  acknowledgments  for  your  grace's 
favourable  anfwer,  I  can  aflure  your  grace,  that  in 
thofe  times,  when  I  was  thought  to  have  feme  credit 
with  perfons  in  power,  I  never  ufed  it  to  my  own  in- 
tereft,  and  very  rarely  for  that  of  others,  unlefs 
where  it  was  for  the  public  advantage;  neither  fhall  I 
ever  be  a  troublefome  or  common  petioner  to  your 
grace.  I  am  forry  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin  *  fhould 
interpofe  in  petty  matters,  when  he  hasjuftly  fomuch 
weight  in  things  of  greater  moment.  How  fhall  we, 
the  humbleft  of  your  addreffers,  make  our  way  to  the 
fmalleft  mark  of  your  favour  ?  I  defired  your  fecre- 
tary  Mr.  Hopkins^  (whom  I  have  long  known)  to 
deal  plainly  with  me,  as  with  a  man  forgotten,  and 
outof  the  world,  and,  if  he  thought  my  requeft  un- 
reafonable,  1  would  drop  it.  This  he  failed  to  do  ; 
and  therefore  I  hear  complain  of  him  to  your  grace, 
and  will  do  fo  to  himfelf,  becaufe  I  have  long  done 
■with  court  anfwers. 

I  heartily  wifh  your  grace  full  fuccefs  in  all  your 
great  and  good  endeavours  for  the  feryice  of  your 

pountry^ 
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country,  and  particularly  of  this  kingdom  j  and  am, 
with  the  greateft  refpe£t,  my  lord,  your  grace's  moft 
obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JONATH.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CeVL 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Feb  3,  1722-3, 

You  made  me  happy  in  anfwering  my  laft  letter  in 
fo  kind  a  manner,  which,  to  common  appearance,  I 
did  not  deferve;    but  I   believe  you  guefied  my 
thoughts,  and  knew,  that  I  had  not  forgot  you,  and 
that  I  alwaye  loved  you.    When  1  found,  that  my 
book  was  not  fent  you  hyTooke^  'Jervah  undertook  it, 
and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Maxwell^  who  married  a  neice  of 
Mr.  Meredith's.   I  am  furprized  you  have  heard  no- 
thing of  it;  but  Jervaishz^  promifed  me  to  write 
about  it,  fo  that  I  hope  you  v/ill  have  it  delivered  to 
you  foon.  Mr.  Congreve  I  fee  often :  he  always  men- 
tions you  with  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of  efteem  and 
friendfliip.  He  labours ftill  under  the  fame  afilicStions, 
as  to  his  fight  and  gout;  but,  in  his  intervals  of 
health,  he  has  not  loft  any  thing  of  his  chearful  tem- 
per. I  pafTed  all  the  laft  feafon  with  him  at  the  Bathy 
and  I  have  great  reafon  to  value  myfelf  upon  his 
friendfliip ;  for  I  am  fure  he  fmcerely  wiflies  me  well. 
We  pleafed  ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  feeing  you 
there ;  but  duk^  Difney^  who  knows  more  intelligence 
^han  a;iy  body  befides^  chanced  to  give  us  a  wrong 

informatioii. 
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information.  If  you  had  been  there,  the  duke  pro- 
mifed,  upon  my  giving  him  notice,  to  make  you  a 
vifit.    He  often  talks  of  you,  and  wiflies  to  fee  you. 

I  was  two  or  three  days  ago  at  Dr.  Arhuthnot\^  who 
told  me,  he  wrote  you  three  letters,  but  had  received 
no  anfwer.    He  charged  me  to  fend  you  his  advice, 
which  is,  to  come  to  Englajid^  and  fee  your  friends. 
This,  he  affirms  (abftraded  from  thedefirehehas  to 
fee  you)  to  be  very  good  for  your  health.  He  thinks, 
that  your  going  to  Spa^  and  drinking  the  wateis 
there,  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  you,  if  you  have 
refolution  enough  to  take  the  journey.  Buthe  would 
have  you  try  England  firft.  I  like  the  prefcription  very 
much,  but  I  own,  i  have  a  felf-intereft  in  it;  foryour 
taking  this  journey  would  certainly  do  me  a  great 
deal  of  good.    Pope  has  juft  now  embarked  himfelf 
in  another  great  undertaking  as  an  author;  for,  of 
late,  he  has  talked  only  as  a  gardener.  He  has  en- 
gaged to  tranflate  the  Odyjfey  in  three  years,  I  believe 
rather  out  of  a  profpecS  of  gain  than  inclination ;  for 
I  am  perfuaded  he  bore  his  part  in  the  lofs  of  the 
South'fea.  UcWv^smo^lydit  Twickenham^  and  amufes 
himfelf  in  his  houfe  and  garden.    I  fupp'd  about  a 
fortnight  ago  with  lord  Bathurjizxidi  Lewis  at  Dr.  ^r- 
luthnct's.    Whenever  your  old  acquaintance  meet, 
they  never  fail  of  expreffing  their  want  of  you.  I 
wifli  you  would  come,  and  be  convinced,  that  what 
I  tell  you  is  true. 

As  for  the  reigning  amufement  of  the  town,  it  is 
intircly  mufic;  real  fiddles,  bafs viols,  and  hautboys  ? 
not  poetical  harps,  lyres  and  reeds.  There's  no-body 

allowed 
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allowed  to  fay,  I  ftng^  but  an  eunuch,  or  an  Italian 
woman.  Every  body  is  grown  now  as  great  a  judge 
of  mufic,  as  they  were,  in  your  time,  of  poetry;  and 
folks,  that  could  not  dilHnguifli  one  tune  from  ano- 
ther, now  daily  difputc  about  the  different  ftiles  of 
Handel^  Bonomi,  ani  /^tiilio.  People  have  now  for- 
got Horner^  and  Virgil y  and  Cafar-y  or,  at  leaft,  they 
have  loft  their  rank.^  For  in  London  and  Wejlminfter^ 
in  all  polite  converfa^ions,  Seneftno  is  daily  voted  to 
be  the  greateft  man  that  ever  lived. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  youradvice,  asT  havebeeii 
formerly  for  your  affiftance  in  introducing  me  into  bu* 
fmefs.  I  fhall  this  year  be  a  commiflioner  of  the  ftate- 
lottery,  which  will  be  worth  to  me  a  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  And  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  I 
have  friends,  that  will  think  of  fome  better  and  more 
certain  provifion  for  me.  You  fee  I  talk  to  you  of 
myfelf,  as  a  thing  of  confequence  to  you.  I  judge 
by  myfelf;  for  to  hear  of  your  health  and  happinefs, 
will  always  be  one  of  my  greateft  fatisfadions.  Every 
one,  that  I  have  named  in  the  letter,  give  their  fer- 
vice  to  you.  I  beg  you  to  give  mine,  Mr.  Pope's^  and 
Mr,  Kent's  *,  to  Mr.  Ford.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
moft  faithful  and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

J,  GAY. 

*  A  celebrated  improver,  to  whom  Pope,  fpeaking  o^Efier,  a 
feat  of  the  late  Mr.  Pelham's^  pays  a  moft  elegant  compliment ; 
•«  Where  Kent  and  nature  vie  for  Felham'%  love." 


LET 
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LETTER  CCVII. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Indorfed, 

D  E  A  R  S I  R,  Received  Nov.  17,  1723/' 

I  Have  as  good  a  right  to  invade  your  folitude  as 

lord  B  5  Gayj  or  Pope^  and  you  fee  I  make 

ufe  of  it.  I  know  you  wifli  us  all  at  the  devil  for  rob- 
bing a  moment  from  your  vapours  and  vertigo.    It  is 
no  matter  for  that}  you  ftiall  have  a  fheetof  paper 
every  poft  till  you  come  to  yourfelf.   By  a  paragraph 
in  yours  to  Mr.  Pope,  I  find  )^ou  are  in  the  cafe  of  the 
man,  who  held  the  whole  night  by  a  broom-brufh, 
and  found  when  day  light  appeared,  he  was  within 
two  inches  of  the  ground.    You  don't  feem  to  know 
how  well  you  ftand  with  our  great  folks.    I  myfelf 
have  been  at  a  great  man's  table,  and  have  heard,  out 
of  the  mouths  of  violent  Irijh  whigs,  the  whole  ta- 
ble-talk turn  upon  your  commendation.  If  it  had  not 
been  upon  the  general  topic  of  your  good  qualities, 
and  the  good  you  did,  I  fhould  have  grown  jealous  of 
you.    My  intention  in  this  is  not  to  expoftulate,  but 
to  do  you  good,    I  know  how  unhappy  a  vertigo 
makes  any  body,  that  has  the  misfortune  to  be  troubled 
with  it.    I  might  have  been  deep  in  it  myfelf,  if  I 
kad  a  mind,  and  will  propofe  a  cure  for  you,  that  I 
will  pawn  my  reputation  upon.    I  have  of  late  fent 
feveral  patients  in  that  cafe  to  the  Spa,  to  drink  there 
of  the  Geronfter  water,  which  will  not  carry  from  the 
foot.    It  has  fucceeded  marveloufly  with  them  all. 

There 
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There  was  indeed  one,  who  relapfed  a  little  this  laft 
fummer,  becaufe  he  would  not  take  my  advice,  and 
return  to  his  courfe,  that  had  been  too  fhort  the  year 
before.    But,  becaufe  the  inftances  of  eminent  men 
are  moft  confpicuous,  lord  JVhitworthy  our  plenipo- 
tentiary, had  this  difeafe,  (which  by  the  way,  is  a  lit- 
tle difqualifying  for  that  employment:)  he  was  fa 
bad,  that  he  was  often  forced  to  catch  hold  of  any 
thing  to  keep  him  from  falling.    I  know  he  has  reco- 
vered by  the  ufe  of  that  water,  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  he  can  ride,  walk,  or  do  any  thing  as  formerly, 
I  leave  this  to  your  confideration.  Your  friends  here 
wifli  to  fee  you,  and  none  more  than  myfelf  ;  but  I 
really  don't  advife  you  to  fuch  a  journey  to  gratify 
them  or  myfelf  ^  but  I  am  almoft  confident,  it  would 
do  you  a  great  deal  of  good.    The  dragon  is  juft-  the 
old  man,  when  he  is  roufed.    He  is  a  little  deaf,  but 
has  all  his  other  good  and  bad  qualities  juft  as  of  old. 
Lord  B          is  much  improved  in  knowledge,  man- 
ner, and  every  thing  elfe.    The  {haver  *  is  an  honeft 
friendly  man  as  before  :  he  has  a  good  deal  to  do  to 
fmother  his  IVel/h  fire,which  you  know,  he  has  in  a 
greater  degree  than  fome  would  im.agine.    He  pofts 
himfelf  a  good  part  of  the  year  in  fome  warm  houfe, 
wins  the  ladies  money  at  ombre,  and  convinces  them, 
that  they  are  highly  obliged  to  him.    Lord  and  lady 

Jl/J  f ,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mrs.  Hilly  often  remember 

you  with  affection. 

*  Erafrms  Le^is,  Efq  ;  who  in  Dr.  S^djift"^  imitation  of 
Horace^  Ep.  viii.  B.  i.  is  fo  called  : 

This  is  an  errant  fhaver/* 

-f-  Majhcmu 

As 
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As  for  your  humble  fervant,  with  a  great  ftone  in 
his  right  kidney,  and  a  family  of  men  and  women  to 
provide  for,  he  is  as  chearful  as  ever  in  public  affairs. 
He  has  kept  as  Tacitus  fays,  Medium  hum  inter  vile 
fervitium  et  abruptam  contumaciam.  He  never  rails  at  a 
great  man,  but  to  his  face  ;  which  I  can  affure  you, 
he  has  had  both  the  opportunity  and  licence  to  do. 
He  has  fome  few  weak  friends,  and  fewer  enemies : 
if  any,  he  is  low  enough  to  be  rather  defpifed  than 
puflied  at  by  them.  I  am  faithfully,  dear  Sir,  your 
affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

J-  ARBUTHNOT. 


LETTER  CCVIir. 
Duchefs  of  Ormond  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Pec.  9,  1723. 

J  Find  by  yours  of  the  6th  of  November^  which  I 
did  not  receive  till  laft  night,  that  you  have  been  fo 
good  as  to  remember  your  poor  relation  here.  But  as 
your  three  laft  never  came  to  hand,  I  think  it  very 
happy,  that  you  have  kept  your  liberty  thus  long;  for 
I  can't  account  for  my  not  receiving  them  any  other 
way,  than  that  they  were  flopped  in  the  poft-ofEce, 
and  interpreted,  as  moft  innocent  things  are,  to  mean 
fomething  very  diftant  from  the  intention  of  the 
writer  or  ailor, 

I  am  furprized  at  the  account  you  give  me  of  that 
part  of  Ireland  you  have  been  in :  for  the  beft  I  ex- 
pert from  that  grateful  country  is  to  be  forgotten  by 

the 
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the  Inhabitants.  For  to  remember  with  any  kindnefs 
one  under  the  frowns  of  the  court,  is  not  a  gift  the 
Irijh  are  endowed  with.  I  am  very  forry  to  hear  you 
have  got  the  fpleen,  where  a  man  of  your  fenfe  muft 
every  day  meetwith  things  ridiculous  enough  to  make 
you  laugh  ?  but  I  am  afraid,  the jefts  are  too  lov/  to 
do  fo.  Change  of  air  is  the  beft  thing  in  the  world 
for  your  diftemper.  And  if  not  to  cure  yourfelf,  at 
leaff,  have  fo  much  goodnefs  for  your  friends  here,  as 
to  come  and  cure  us;  for  it  is  a  diftemper  we  over- 
run with.  I  am  fare  your  company  would  go  a  great 
way  towards  my  recovery  ;  for  I  afTure  you,  nobody 
has  a  greater  value  for  you  than  I  have,  and  hope  I 
fliall  have  the  good  fortune  to  fee  you  before  I  die. 

I  have  no  fort  of  correfpondence  with  the  perfon 
you  have  not  feen,  and  wonder  at  nothing  they  do, 
or  do  not  do, 

I  will  let  your  brother  *  and  mine  know,  that  you 
remembered  him,  in  my  letter.  He  is  as  good  a  man 
as  lives. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  wifli  you  had  not  encouraged 
my  fcribbling  to  you,  when  you  find  I  am  ftill  fuch 
an  infipid  correfpondent ;  but  with  that,  which  I  hope 
will  make  fome  amends,  am  with  great  fincerity  and 
refpedl,  your  moft  faithful  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

M.  ORMOND, 

*  *  In  the  fociety  of  flxteen,  Charles  lord  Eutkr  of /T^c//, 
and  earl  of  Arnm,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Ormo7id,  on  whofe 
attainder  he  was  elefted  chancellor  ofthe  univerfity  of  Oxford: 
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LETTER  CCIX. 
Lord  BoLiNGERoKE  to  Dr.  Swift 

Dec.  25,  1723. 

Ever  letter  came  more  opportunely  than  youf 
laft.  The  gout  had  made  me  a  fecond  vifit,  and  fe- 
veral  perfons  were  congratulating  with  me  on  the 
good  efFect  of  the  waters,  which  had  determined  my 
former  ilhiefs  to  a  diftemper  fo  defirable.  My  toe 
pained  me;  thefe  compliments  tired  me;  and  I  would 
have  taken  my  fever  again  to  give  the  gout  to  all  the 
company.  At  that  inftant  your  letter  was  delivered 
to  me.  It  cleared  my  brow,  diverted  my  ill  humour, 
and  at  laft  made  me  forget  my  pain.  I  told  the  per- 
fons, who  were  fitting  round  my  bed,  and  who  tefti* 
fied  fome  furprize  at  fo  fudden  a  change,  that  this 
powerful  epiftle  came  from  Ireland,  At  which,  to  fay 
the  truth,  I  did  not  obferve,  that  their  furprize  di- 
minifhed.  But  the  dulleft  fellow  among  them,  who 
was  aprieft,  (for  that  happens  to  be  the  cafe  fome- 
times  in  this  country)  told  the  others,  that  Irelajid 
formerly  had  been  called  Infula  fannorian:  that,  by 
the  acquaintance  he  had  at  the  Irifn  college,  he  made 
no  doubt  of  her  deferving  ftill  the  fame  appellation: 
and  that  they  might  be  fure,  that  the  three  pages  were 
filled  with  mature  d' edification  et  matiere  de  confolatio?!^ 

*  *  This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  from  Fr/7;^rf>  though 
\ord  Bolingbrohe  had  come  over  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of  June 
this  year,  in  order  to  plead  his  pardon;^  which  had  pailcd  the  feals 
on  thezHlh  of  Maj: 

which 
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which  he  hoped  I  would  be  fo  good  as  to  communi- 
cate to  them.  A  learned  Rofycrucian  of  my  acquaint-* 
ance,  who  is  a  fool  of  as  much  knowledge  and  as  much 
wit  as  ever  I  knew  in  my  life,  fmiled  at  the  doner's 
fimplicity ;  obferved,  that  the  efFccS:  was  too  fudden 
for  a  caufe  fo  heavy  in  its  operations  ;  faid  a  great 
many  extravagant  things  about  natural  and  theurgic 
magic;  and  informed  us,  that  though  the  fages,  who 
deal  in  Occult  fciences,  have  been  laughed  out  of  fome 
countries,  and  driven  out  of  others,  yet  there  are,  to 
his  knowledge,  many  of  thetn  in  Ireland.  I  flopped 
thefe  gueflers,  and  others,  who  v/ere  perhaps  ready, 
by  alTuring  them^  that  my  correfpondent  was  neither* 
a  faint  nor  a  conjuror.  They  afl^ed  me,  what  he  was 
then?  I  anfwered,  that  theyfhould  know  it  from  your 
felf  j  and  oj^ening  your  letter,  I  read  to  them  in  French 
thecharafter,  which  you  draw  of  yourfelf.  Particular 
parts  of  it  were  approved  or  condemned  by  every  one; 
ias  every  one's  ov/n  habits  induced  them  to  judge  j 
but  they  all  agreed,  that  my  correfpondent  flood  in 
need  of  more  fleep,  more  victuals,  lefs  ale,  and  bet- 
ter company.  I  defended  you  the  beft  I  could  ;  and, 
bad  as  the  caufe  was,  I  found  means  to  have  the 
laft  word,  which  in  difputes  you  know  is  the  capital 
point.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  I  convinced  no- 
body, not  even  the  weakeft  of  the  company^  that  i^, 
mvfelf. 

I  flatter  my  friendfhip  for  you  with  the  hopes,  that 
you  are  really  in  the  cafe,  in  which  you  fay,  that  our 
friend  Pope  feems  to  be  ;  stnd  that  you  do  not  know 
your  own  charader.  Or  did  you  mean  to  amufe  your- 
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/elf,  like  that  famous  painter,  who,  inftcadof  copying 
nature,  tried  in  one  of  his  defigns,  how  far  it  was  poffi- 
bleto  depart  from  his  original  ?  Whatever  your  inten-  ^ 
tion  was,  I  will  not  be  brought  in  among  thofe 
friends,  whofe  misfortunes  have  given  them  an  habi- 
tual fournefs.  I  declare  to  you  once  for  all,  that  I  am 
not  unhappy,  and  that  I  never  (hall  be  fo,  unlefs  I 
fink  under  fome  phyfical  evil.    Retrench  therefore 
the  proportion  of  peeviflinefs,  which  you  fet  to  my 
account.  You  might  for  feveral  other  reafons  retrench 
the  proportions,  which  you  fet  to  the  account  of 
others,  and  fo  leave  yourfelf  without  peeviflinefs,  or 
without  excufe.  I  lament,  and  have  always  lamented, 
your  being  placed  in  Ireland ;  but  you  are  worfe  than 
peevifh,  you  are  unjuft,  when  you  fay,  that  it  was 
either  not  in  the  power  or  will  of  a  miniftry  to  place 
you  in  England.    Write  mintjier^  friend  yonathan^ 
and  fcrape  out  the  words,  either^  powery  or;  after 
which  the  paflage  will  run  as  well^  and  be  conformable 
to  the  truth  of  things.    I  know  but  one  man  *  who 
had  power  at  that  time,  and  that  wretched  man  had 
neither  the  will  nor  the  {kill  to  make  a  good  ufe  of 
it.  . 

We  talk  of  characters ;  match  me  that,  if  you  can, 
among  all  the  odd  phcenomena,  which  have  appeared 
in  the  moral  world.  I  have  not  a  Tacitus  by  me ;  but 
I  believe,  that  I  remember  your  quotation,  and  as  a 
mark  that  I  hit  right,  I  make  no  comment  upon  it. 
As  you  defcribe  your  public  fpirit,  it  feems  to  me  to 
be  a  difeafe,  as  well  as  your  peeviflinefs.    Your  pro 

*  Lord  Oxford, 
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pofals  for  reforming  the  ftate  are  admirable;  and  ydur 
fchemes  concife.  With  refpeft  to  your  humble  fer- 
vant,  you  judge  better  than  you  did  in  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  you  about  four  years  ago.  You  feemed  a»: 
that  time  not  fo  afraid  of  the  nightingale's  falling 
into  the  ferpent's  mouth.  This  refledlion  made  me 
recollect,  that  I  writ  you  at  that  time  a  long  epiftle  ia 
metre.  After  rumaging  among  my  papers  I  found  it, 
and  fend  it  with  my  letter  :  it  will  ferve  to  entertain 
you  the  firft  faft-day.  1  depend  on  the  fidelity  of 
your  friendfliip,  that  it  fliall  fall  under  no  eye  but 
your  own.  Adieu. 

I  read  in  ^^^^///Zn^for  flieunderftands  it)  to  a  certain 
lady,  the  paflage  of  your  letter,  which  relates  to  her. 
The  Latin  I  moft  generoufly  concealed.  She  defires 
you  to  receive  the  compliments  of  one,  who  is  fo  far 
from  being  equal  to  fifty  others  of  her  fex,  that  flie 
never  found  herfelf  equal  to  any  one  of  them.  She 
fays,  that  (he  has  neither  youth  nor  beauty,  but  that 
(he  hopes  on  the  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  fhe 
has  had  with  you,  when  you  meet,  if  that  ever  hap- 
pens, to  caft  fuch  a  mift  before  your  eyes,  that  you 
ftiall  not  perceive  fhe  wants  either  of  them. 
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LETTER  CCX, 
Lord  C—— — *to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Arlington-ftreet,  June  20,  1724. 

TPo  begin  by  confeffing  my  felf  in  the  wrong  will,  I 
hope,  be  fome  proof  to  you,  that  none  of  the  ftations 
which  I  have  gone  through,  have  hitherto  had  the 
efFefts  upon  me,  which  you  apprehend.  If  a  month's 
filence  has  been  turned  to  my  difadvantage  in  your 
efteem,  it  has  at  leaft  had  this  good  eiFeft,  that  I  am 
convinced  by  the  kindnefs  of  your  reproaches,  as  well 
as  by  the  goodnefs  of  your  advice,  that  you  ftill  retain 
fome  part  of  your  former  friendfliip  for  me,  of  which  I 
am  the  more  confident  from  the  agreeable  freedom 
with  which  you  exprefs  yourfelf :  and  I  fliall  not  for- 
feit my  pretenfionsto  the  continuance  of  it,  by  doing 
any  tiling,  that  ftiall  give  you  occafion  to  think,  that 
1  am  infenfible  of  it. 

But  to  come  to  the  point :  your  firft  letter  is  dated 
aSth  May^  your  fecond  the  9th  of  June.  By  the  date 
of  this  you  will  fee,  that  the  interval  of  filence  may 
be  accounted  for  by  a  few  excurfions,  which  I  have 
made  into  the  country :  therefore  I  defire  you  will  put 
the  moft  favourable  fenfe. 

*  Lord  C— —  was  then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  In 
the  letter,  to  which  this  is  an  anfvver,  the  Dean  complained, 
""that  a  former  letter  had  been  a  month  unanfwered.  For  both 
thefe  letters  of  the  Djean  iee  the  volumes  publiflied  by  Mr. 
Diane  S'vjifti  in  1765. 
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The  principal  affair  you  mention  is  under  examina- 
tion •  ;  and  till  that  is  over,  I  am  not  informed  fuffi- 
ciently  to  make  any  other  judgment  of  the  matter, 
than  that,  which  I  am  naturally  led  to  make,  by  the 
general  averfion,  which  appears  to  it  in  the  whole 
nation. 

I  hope  the  nation  will  not  fuffer  by  my  being  in 
this  great  ftation  ;  and  if  I  can  contribute  to  its  prof- 
perity,  I  (hall  think  it  the  honour  and  happinefs  of 
my  life.  I  defire  you  to  believe  what  I  fay,  and  parti- 
cularly when  I  profefs  myfelf  to  be  with  greattruth. 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  and  affediionate  humble  fer- 
vant, 

LETTER  CCXI. 
Lord  C  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Arlington  ftreet,  Aug  4,  1724. 

YOur  claim  to  be  the  laft  writer  is  what  I  can 
never  allow  :  that  is  the  privilege  of  ill  writers.  And 
I  am  refolved  to  give  you  compleat  fatisfailion  by 
leavingitwith  you,  whether  I  ihall  be  that  laft  writer 
or  not.  Methinks  I  fee  you  throw  this  letter  upon 
your  table  in  the  heighth  of  fpleen,  becaufe  it  may 
have  interrupted  fome  of  your  more  agreeable 
thoughts.    But  then,  in  return,  you  may  have  the 

*  '  Probably  that  of  Mr,  IFoo d'spvittnt  for  coining  halfpence 
and  farthings  for  Ireland,  which  was  referred  to  the  lords  of  the 
privy  council  of  England,  who,  on  the  24ih  of  July,  i724>  ^'^^^ 
up  a  report,  juftifying  the  patentee.' 
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comfort  of  not  anfwering  it,  and  fo  convince  my  lord 
lieutenant,  that  you  value  him  lefs  now  than  you  did 
ten  years  ago.  I  don't  know  but  this  might  become 
a  free  fpeaker  and  a  philofopher.  Whatever  you 
jtiay  think  of  it,  I  (hall  not  be  tefty,  but  endeavour 
to  fliew.  that  I  am  not  altogether  infenfible  of  the 
force  of  that  genius,  which  hath  outflione  moftofthis 
age,  and  when  you  will  difplay  it  again,  can  convince 
US5  that  itsluftre  an  d  ftrength  areftill  the  fame. 

Once  more  I  commit  myfelf  to  your  cenfure,  and 
am,  Sir,  with  great  refpeft,  your  moft  afFedlionate 
humble  fervant,  C  *• 

1 

LETTER  CCXII. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Sep.  12,  1724. 

It  is  neither  ficknefs,  nor  journeys,  nor  ill  humours, 
nor  age,  nor  vexation,  nor  ftupidity,  whiph  has  hin- 
dered me  from  anfwering  fooner  your  letter  of  the 
month  of  'June  ;  but  a  very  prudent  confideration, 
and  one  of  the  greateft  ftrains  of  policy  I  ever  exercifed 
in  my  life.  Should  I  anfwer  you  in  a  month,  you 
might  think  yourfelf  obliged  to  anfwer  me  in  fix ;  and, 
feared  at  the  fore  fatigue  of  writing  twice  a  year  to 
^n  abfent  friend,  you  might  (for  ought  either  you  or 
1  can  tell)  flop  fhort  and  not  v/rite  at  all.  Nqw  this 
would  difappoint  all  my  projedls  3  for,  to  confefs  the 

*  See  the  letter,  to  wliich  this  is  an  anfwer,  in  the  volumes 
r»ubliiJ»t.l  by  Mr,  D^iane  S'l/jift. 
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truth,  I  have  been  drawing  you  in  thefe  feveral  years, 
and  by  my  paft  fuccefs,  I  begin  to  hope,  that  in  about 
ten  more,  I  may  eftablifh  a  right  of  hearing  from  you 
once  a  quarter.    The  gout  neither  clears  my  head, 
nor  warms  my  imagination,  andl  amaftiamed  to  own 
to  you,  how  near  the  truth  I  kept  in  thedefcnption  of 
what  paffed  by  my  bedfide  in  the  reading  of  your  let- 
ter.   The  fcene  was  really  fuch  as  I  painted  it ;  and 
the  company  was  much  better  than  you  feem  to  think 
it.    When'l,  who  pafs  a  great  part,  very  much  the 
greateft,  of  my  life  alone,  fally  forth  into  that  world, 
lam  very  farfrom  expeding  to  improve  myfelf  by  the 
converfation  I  find  there ;  and  ftill  farther  from  car- 
ing one  j  ot  of  what  paffes  there.    In  fhort,  I  am  no 
longer  the  bubble  you  knew  me;  and  therefore,  when 
1  mingle  in  fociety,  it  is  purely  for  my  amufement. 
If  mankind  divert  me  (and  I  defy  them  to  give  me 
your  diftemper,  the  fpleen )  it  is  all  I  expedt  or  aflc 
of  them.  By  this  fmcere  confeffionyou  may  perceive, 
that  your  great  mafters  of  reafon  are  not  for  my  turn; 
their  thorough  bafs  benumbs  my  faculties,    I  feek 
the  fiddle  or'^the  flute,  fomething  to  raife,  or  fome- 
thing  to  calm  my  fpirits  agreeably  ;  gay  flights,  or 
Ibothing  images.    I  do  not  diflike  a  fellow,  whofe 
imagination  runs  away  with  him,  and  Vv'ho  has  writ 
enough  to  be  half  mad  ;  nor  him,  who  atones  for  a 
fcanty  imagination  by  an  ample  fund  of  oddnefles 
and  fmgularity.    If  good  fenfe  and  great  knowledge 
prevail  a  litUe  two  much  in  any  character,  I  defire 
there  may  be  at  leaft  feme  latent  ridicule,  which  may 
be  calle  1  ''orth  upon  occafion  and  render  the  perfon  a 

Q  4  tolerable 
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tolerable  companion.  By  this  llcetch  you  may  judge 
of  my  acquaintance.  The  dead  friends,  with  whom 
I  pafs  my  time,  you  know.  The  living  ones  are  of 
the  fame  fort,  and  therefore  few. 

I  pafs  over  that  part  of  your  letter,  which  is  a  kind 
of  an  elegy  on  a  departed  minifter  *  j  and  I  promife 
you  folemnly  neither  to  mention  him,  nor  think  of 
him  more,  till  I  come  to  do  him  juftice  in  an  hiftory 
of  the  firft  twenty  years  of  this  century,  which  I  be- 
lieve I  fliall  write,  if  I  live  three  or  four  years  longer. 
But  I  muft  take  a  little  more  notice  of  the  paragraph 
whiph  follows.  The  verfes  I  fent  you  are  very  bad, 
becaufe  they  are  not  very  good:  mediocribus  ejje  poeiis 
tton  dii  non  homines^  f^V.  I  did  not  fend  them  to  be 
admired  ;  and  you  would  do  them  too  much  honour, 
if  you  criticifed  them.  Pope  took  the  beft  party ;  for 
he  faid  not  one  word  to  me  about  them.  All  I  defire 
of  you  is  to  confider  them  as  a  proof,  that  you  have 
never  been  out  of  my  thoughts,  though  you  have  been 
fo  long  out  of  my  fight;  and,  if  I  remember  you  upon 
paper  for  the  future,  it  fhall  be  in  profe. 

I  muft,  on  this  occafion  fet  you  right,  as  to  an  opi- 
nion, which  I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  have  you  enter- 
tain concerning  me.  The  term  efprit  fort  in  Englijh 
free-thinker,  is,  according  to  my  obfervation,  ufually 
applied  to  them,  whom  I  look  upon  to  be  the  pefts  of 
focicty ;  becaufe  their  endeavours  are  direfted  toloofen 
the  bands  of  it,  and  to  take  at  leaft  one  curb  out  of 
the  mouth  of  that  vv'ild  beaft  man,  when  it  would  be 

*  The  earl  of  Oxford^  wko  died  In  June^  1724;. 
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well  if  he  was  checked  by  half  a  fcore  others.  Nay, 
they  go  farther.  Revealed  religion  is  a  lofty  and 
pompous  ftruclure,  ere£ted  clofe  to  the  humble  and 
plain  building  of  natliral  religion.  Some  have  objedled 
to  you,  who  are  the  architefts  etles  concierges  (we  want 
that  word  in  Englijh)  of  the  former,  to  you  who  build, 
or  at  leaft  repair  the  houfe,  and  who  fliew  the  rooms, 
that,  to  ftrenghten  fome  parts  of  your  own  building 
you  fhake  and  even  fap  the  foundation  of  the  other. 
And  between  you  and  I,  Mr.  Dean,  this  charge  may 
be  juftified  in  feveral  inftances ;  butftill  your  inten- 
tion is  not  to  demolifh :  wiiereas  thei?/^r/Vyir/,  or  the 
free-thinker,  is  to  fet  upon  pulling  down  your  houfe 
about  your  ears,  that  if  he  was  let  alone,  he  would 
deftroy  the  other  for  being  fo  near  it,  and  mingle 
both  in  one  common  ruin.  I  therefore  not  only  dif- 
own,  but  deteft  this  charader.  If  indeed  by  ejprit 
fort^  or  free-thinker,  you  only  mean  a  man,  who 
makes  a  free  ufe  of  his  reafon,  who  fearches  after 
truth  without  paffion  or  prejudice,  and  adheres  invio- 
lably to  it,  you  mean  a  wife  and  hoiieft  man,  and 
fuch  an  one  as  I  labour  to  be.  The  faculty  of  di* 
ftinguifhing  between  right  and  wrong,  true  and  falfe, 
which  we  call  reafon,,,orcommon  fenfe,  which  is  given 
to  every  man  by  our  bountiful  Creator,  and  v/hich 
moft  men  lofe  by  negleil,  is  the  light  of  the  mind, 
and  ought  to  guide  all  operations  of  it.  To  abandon 
this  rule,  and  to  guide  our  thoughts  by  any  other,  is 
full  as  abfurd,  as  it  would  be,  if  you  feould  put  out 
your  eyes,  ?.nd  borrov/  even  the  beft  ftaft,  that  ex^er 
lyas  in  the  family  of  theilaff?,  when  you  fet  out  upon 
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one  of  your  dirty  journeys.  Such  free-thinkers  as 
thefe  I  am  fure  you  cannot,  even  in  your  apoftolical 
capacity,  difapprove:  for  fincethe  truth  of  the  divine 
revelation  of  Chriftianity  is  as  evident,  as  matters  of 
fad,  on  the  belief  of  w^hich  fo  much  depends, 
ought  to  be,  and  agreeable  to  all  our  ideas  of  juftice, 
thefe  free-thinkers  muft  needs  be  Chriftians  onthebeft 
foundation ;  on  that,  which  St.  Paul  himfelf  efta- 
blifhed,  I  think  it  v/as  St.  Paul^  omnia  probate^  quod 
honum  ejiy  tenete. 

But  you  have  a  further  fecurity  from  thefe  free- 
thinkers, 1  do  not  fay  a  better,  sind  it  is  this:  the 
perfons  I  am  defcribihg  think  for  themfelves,  and  to 
themfeives.  Should  they  unhappily  not  be  convinced 
by  your  arguments,  yet  they  will  certainly  think  it 
their  duty  not  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  world  by 
oppofmg  you  *.  The  peace  and  happinefs  of  man- 
kind is  the  great  aim  of  thefe  free-thinkers  ;  and, 

*  Nolwitliftanding  the  declarations  made  by  lord  Bolinghroke  in 
thisleUer,  helefthiswritingsagainrt:  religion  to  Mr.  Mallet,  with 
a  view  to  their  being  publiilied,  as  appears  by  his  will}  and  with  a 
pofitive  and  direft  injunction  to  publifli  them,  as  appears  by  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Mallet  to  loi  d  Hyde,  vifccunt  Conihurj,  now  in  the 
Britijb  Mufeum.  We  have  therefore  his  lordfliip's  own  authority 
to  fav,  that  he  was  one  of  the  pefts  of  fociety,  even  if  the  opinions, 
which  he  has  ad  vanced  againft  religion,  are  true  j  for  his  endeavour 
is  certainly  dire6led  to  loofen  the  band  of  it,  and  to  take  at  leaft 
one  curb  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  wild  beaft  man.  Exprefly  to  di- 
reCtthcpubiication  of  writings,  which,  he  belitvcd, would  fubvert 
the  morals  and  the  happinefs  of  ibciety,  at  a  time  when  he  could 
derive  no  private  advanta^-  from  the  mifchiefs,  was  perhaps  an  a6l 
ofwickediiefsntore  piirelydiabolical,  than  any  iiitherto upon  re- 
cord in  the  hi  i^oi  V  of  any  af^e  or  nation.  Mallet  ha4  a  pecuniary 
3  teinptation 
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therefore,  as  thofe  among  them,  who  remain  incredu- 
lous, will  not  oppofe  you,  fo  thofe,  whom  reafon, 
enlightened  by  grace,  has  made  believers,  may  be  forry, 
and  may  exprefs  their  forrow,  as  I  have  done,  to  fee 
religion  perverted  to  purpofes  fo  contrary  to  her  trug 
intention,  and  firft  defign.  Can  a  good  Chriftian  be- 
hold the  minifters  of  the  meek  and  humble  J  ejus  ex- 
ercifmg  an  infolent  and  cruel  ufurpadon  over  their 
brethren?  Or  the  meflengers  of  peace  and  good  news 
fetting  all  mankind  together  by  the  ears  ?  Or  that 
religion  which  breathes  charity  and  univerfal  benevo- 
lence, fpilling  more  blood,  upon  reflexion  and  by 
fyftem,  than  the  moft  barbarous  heathen  ever  did  in 
the  heat  of  action,  and  fury  of  conqueft?  Can  he  be- 
hold all  this  without  an  holy  indignation,  and  not 
be  criminal  ?  Nay,  when  he  turns  his  eyes  from  thofe 
tragical  fcenes,  and  confiders  the  ordinary  tenour  ot 
things,  do  you  not  think  he  will  be  fliocked  to  ob- 

temptation  to  aflaflinatethe  morals  andhappinefs  of  his  country  at 
BQlinghroke"^\x\SC\<^i!C\on\  his  crime  therefoieisnotequallyaproof 
of  natural  depravity,  though  it  is  impofTible  to  fuppol'e  he  had  lefs 
convi^lionof  the  milchief  he  was  doing  5  and  it  is  aifoimpoiTible 
to  fuppofe,  that  he  could  ferloufly  think  any  obligation  to  print 
Bolinghroke'^  infidelity,  in  confequerceof  hisinjundlion,  equiva- 
lent to  the  obligation  he  was  under  to  fupprefs  it,  arifing  from 
the  duty,  which,  as  a  man,  he  owed  to  human  nature. 

The  paragraph  in  lord  BoUngbroke's  will,  by  which  his  writings 
are  bequeathed  to  Mallet,  the  Ictier,  which  lord  Cornbiiry  wvolQ  to 
M^/ii'^,  upon  hearing  he  was  about  to  publiHi  the  letters,  including 
thofe  on  facred  hiftory,  and  Mallet\  anfwer,  are,  for  the  reader's 
fatiGfa6lion,  printed  at  the  end  of  this  colle6\ion.  LordCor/iburys 
letter  is  a  monument,  that  will  do  more  honour  to  his  memory, 
than  ailthat  mere  wit  or  valour  has  atchievedfmce  the  world  be- 
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ferve  metaphyfics  fubftituted  to  the  theory,  and  cere- 
mony to  the  pradice  of  morality? 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  by  this  time  abun- 
dantly convinced  of  my  orthodoxy,  and  that  you  will 
name  me  no  more  in  the  fame  breath  with  Spinofa, 
whofe  fyftem  of  one  infinite  fubftance  I  defpife  and 
abhor,  as  I  have  a  right  to  do,  becaufe  I  am  able  to 
fhew  why  I  defpife  and  abhor  it. 

You  defire  me  to  return  home,  andyoupromifeme^ 
in  that  cafe,  to  come  to  London^  loaden  with  your  tra- 
vels. I  am  forry  to  tell  you,  that  London  is,  in  my 
apprehenfion,  as  little  likely  as  Dublin  to  be  our  place 
of  rendezvous.  The  reafons  for  this  apprehenfion  I 
pafs  over;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  what  you  advance 
with  the  air  of  a  maxim,  that  exile  is  the  greateft  pu- 
nifliment  to  men  of  virtue,  becaufe  virtue  confifts  in 
loving  our  country.  Examine  the  nature  of  this  love, 
from  whence  itarifes,  how  it  is  nouriflied,  what  the 
bounds  and  meafures  of  it  are;  and  after  that,  you 
will  difcover,  how  far  it  is  virtue,  and  where  it  be^ 
comes  fimplicity,  prejudice,  folly,  and  even  enthu- 
fiafm.  A  virtuous  man  in  exile  may  properly  enough 
be lliled unfortunate;  but  hecannotbecalled  unhappy. 
You  remember  the  reafon,  which  Brutus  gave,  be- 
caufe, wherever  he  goes,  he  carries  his  virtue  with 
him.  There  is  a  certain  bulky  volume,  which  grows 
daily,  and  the  title  of  which  muft,  I  think,  be  Nocfes 
Galilcce.  There  you  may  perhaps  one  day  or  other 
fceadifertation  upon  this  fubjedt :  and  to  return  vou 
threatning  for  threatning,  you  ftiall  be  forced  to 

read 
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read  it  out,  though  you  yawn  from  the  firfi  to  the 
laft  page. 

The  word  Ireland  was  ftruck  out  of  the  paper  you 
mention ;  that  is  to  fatisfy  your  curiofity,  and  to 
kindle  it  anew,  I  will  tell  you,  that  this  anecdote, 
which  I  know  not  how  you  came  by,  is  neither  the 
only  one,  nor  the  moft  confiderable  one  of  the  fame 
kind.  The  perfon  you  are  fo  inquifitive  about  *, 
returns  into  England  the  latter  end  of  O^oher.  She 
has  fo  great  a  mind  to  fee  you,  that  I  am  not  fure  llie 
will  not  undertake  a  journey  to  Dulltn.  It  is  not  fo 
far  from  London  to  Dublin^  as  from  Spain  to  Padua  ; 
and  you  are  as  well  worth  feeing  as  Livy.  But;  I  had 
much  rather  you  would  leave  the  humid  climate  and 
the  dull  company,  in  which,  according  to  your  ac-r 
count,  a  man  might  grow  old  between  twenty  and 
thirty.  Set  your  foot  on  the  continent;  I  dare  pro- 
mife,  that  you  will,  in  a  fortnight,  have  gone  back 
the  ten  years  you  lament  fo  much,  and  be  returned  to 
that  age,  at  which  I  left  you.  With  what  pleafure 
fliould  I  hear  you  inUr  vina  fugam  Stella  nicer  ere  pro-' 
terva?  Adieu. 


*  His  lordftilp's  fecgnd  wife,  a  French 


LET 
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LETTER  CCXIII. 
L'Abbe  des  Font aines  *  a  Monfieur  Swift. 

A  Paris,  le  4  Juillet,  1725. 

J  AT  rhonneur,  monfieur,  de  vous  envoycr  la  2de 
edition  de  votre  ouvrage,  que  j'ai  traduit  en  Francois. 
Je  vous  aurois  envoye  la  premiere,  fi  je  n'avois  pas 
ete  oblige,  pour  des  raifons,  queje  ne  puis  vous  dire, 
d'inferer  dans  la  preface  un  endroit,  dont  vous  n'au- 
riez  pas  eu  lieu  d'etre  content,  ce  que  j'ai  mis  afflire- 
ment  maleremoi.  Comme  le  livre  s'eft  debite  fans 
contradiction,  ces  raifons  ne  fubfiftent  plus,  et  j'ai 
auffitot  fupprime  cet  endroit  dans  laade  edition,  com- 
me vous  verrez.  J'ai  aufli  corrige  I'endroit,  de  mon- 
fieur Carteret^  furlequel  j'avois  eu  de  faux  memoirs. 
Vous  troverez,  monfieur,  en  beaucoup  d'endroits 
une  traduction  peu  fidele;  mais  tout  ce  qui  plait  en 
Angleterre^  n'a  pas  ici  le  meme  agrement ;  foit  parce 
que  les  moeurs  font  differentes,  foitparceque  que  les 
allufions  et  les  allegories,  qui  font  fenfibles  dans 
une  pays,  ne  les  font  pas  dans  une  autre ;  foit 
cnfm  parce  que  le  gout  des  deux  nations  n'eft  pas 
le  meme.  J'ai  voulu  donner  aux  Francois  un  livre, 
qui  fut  a  leur  ufage:  voila  ce  qui  m'a  rendu 
tradufteur  libre  et  peu  fidele.     J'ai    meme  pris 

*  Peter  Francis  Guyet  dss  Tontahies^  born  at  Koan  in  'Normandy., 
29  June^iG%^.  He  entered  into  the  Ibcirty  of  the  y^/Vj  in  1700; 
but  quitted  it  hxteen  years  after.  He  llvM  for  fome  years  with  the 
c?sdXw2i\d' Awvergney-^n^ *^ytd-3i\. Paris i  16  December ij/^.^,  be'ng- 
well  knovi'n  for  feveral  works,  and  particularly  for  his  Obfer' 
'laticns  fur  les  ecrits  modvnesy  in  a  great  number  of  volumes. 
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la  libcrte  d'ajoutcr,  felon  que  votre  imagination  eft 
echaufFoit  la  micnne.  C'eft  a  vous  feul,  monfier, 
que  je  fuis  redevable  de  I'honneur,  que  me  fait  cette 
traduaion,  qui  a  ete  debitee  icy,  avec  une  rapiditc 
etonnante,  et  done  il  y'a  deja  trois  editions.  Je  fuis 
penetre  d'une  fi  grande  eftime  pour  vous,  etje  vous 
fuis  fi  oblige,  qui  fi  la  fuppreffion,  que  j'ai  faite,  ne 
vous  fatisfait  pas  entierement,je  fairai  volontiers  en- 
core d'advantage  pour  efFacer  jufqu'au  fouvenir  de  cet 
endroit  de  la  preface :  au  furplus  je  vous  fupplie, 
monfieur,  de  vouloir  bienfaire  attention  a  la  juftice, 
que  je  vous  ai  rendu  dans  la  meme  preface. 

On  fe  flatte,  monfieur,  qu'on  aura  bien  tot  I'hon- 
neur de  vous  pofleder  ici.  Tous  vos  amis  vous  atten- 
dent  avec  impatience.  On  ne  parle  ici  que  de  votre 
arrivee;  et  tout  Paris  fouhaitte  de  vous  voir,  Ne 
deferres  pasnotre  fatisfa£lion :  vous  verrezun  peuple, 
qui  vos  eftime  infinement.  En  attendant,  je  vous  de- 
mande,  monfieur,  I'honneur  de  votre  amitie,  etvous 
prie  d'etre  perfuade,  que  perfonne  ne  vous  honore 
plus  que  moi,  et  n*eft  avec  plus  de  confideration  et 
d'eftime,  votre  tres  humble,  et  tresobeiffantferviteur, 

L' Abbe  des  F  O  N  T  A I N  E  S . 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  a  bien  vouiu  fe  charger 
de  vous  fair  tenir  cette  lettre  avec 
lexemplairey  que  j'ai  Thonneur  de  vous 
ciivoyer. 


LET 
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LETTER  CCXIV. 
Reponse  de  Monfieur  Swift. 

Il  y  ^  plus  d'un  mois  que  j'ay  recue  votre  lettre  d\i 
4  de  Juillety  Monfieur;  mais  I'exemplaire  de  2de  edi- 
tion de  votre  ouvrage  ne  m'a  pas  ete  encore  remis. 
J'ay  lu  la  preface  de  la  premiere;  et  vous  me  per- 
mettrez  de  vous  direj  que  j'ay  ete  fort  furpris  d'y  voir, 
qu'en  me  donhant  pour  patrie  un  pais,  dans  lequel  je 
fuis  ne>  vous  ayez  trouve  a  propos  de  m'attribuer  un 
livre,  qui  porte  le  nom  de  fon  auteur,  qui  a  eu  le  mal- 
heur  de  deplaire  a  quelques  uns  de  nos  miniftres,  et 
qui  je  n'ay  jamais  avoue*    Cette  plainte,  qui  je  fais 
de  votre  conduite  a  mon  egard,  ne  m'empeche  pas  de 
vous  rendre  juftice.  Les  tradu6leurs  donnent  pour  la 
plupart  des  louanges  exceflives  aux  ouvrages,  qu'ils 
traduifent,  et  s'imaginent  peut  etre,  que  leur  reputa- 
tion depend  en  quelque  facon  de  celles  des  auteurs, 
quil's  ontchoifis.    Mais  vous  avez  fentivos  forces^ 
qui  vous  mettent  au  deffus  de  pareilles  precautions. 
Capstble  de  corriger  un  mauvais  livre,  enterprife  plus 
difficile,  que  celle  d'en  compofer  un  bon,  vous  n'avez 
pas  craint  de  donner  au  public  la  tradudlion  d'un  ou- 
vrage, que  vous  alTurez  etre  plein  de  poUifonerics,  de 
fottifes,  depuerilites,  l^c.  Nous  convenons  icy,  que 
le  gout  des  nations  n'eft  pas  toujours  le  meme.  Mais 
nous  fommes  portes  a  croire,  que  le  bon  gout  eft  mcme 
le  par  tout,  cu  it  y  a  des  gens  d'efprlt,  de  jugemcnt 
€t  de  fcavoir.    Si  done  les  livres  de  ficur  GuUlvfr  ne 
iput  calcuk$  que  pou»"  les  ifics  Briianniques.  Ce  voya- 

g^ur 


geur  dolt  pafler  pour  un  tres  pitoyable  ecrlvain.  Les 
memes  vices  et  le  memes  follies  regnent  par  tout  du 
moins,  dans  tousles  paiscivilifes  A^V Europe:  etl'  au- 
teur,  qui  n'ecrit  que  pourune  ville,  une  province,  un 
royaume,  ou  meme  un  fiecle,  merite  fi  peu  d'etre  tra- 
iluit,  qu'il  ne  merite  pas  d'etre  lu. 

Les  partifans  de  ce  Gulliver^  qui  ne  laiffent  pas 
d'etre  en  fort  grand  nombre  chez  nous,  foutiennent^ 
que  fon  livredurera  autant  que  notre  langage,  parce 
qu'il  ne  tire  pas  fon  merite  de  certaines  modes  ou  ma- 
nieres  de  penfer  et  de  parler,  mais  d'une  fuite  d'cb- 
fervations  fur  les  imperfeiSlions,  les  follies  et  les  vi- 
ces de  rhomme. 

Vous  jugez  bien,  que  les  gens,  dont  je  viens  de 
yous  parler,  n'approvent  pas  fort  votre  critique,  et 
vous  ferez  fans  doute  furpris  de  fcavoir,  qu'ils  regardent 
ce  chirurgien  de  vaiffeau,  comme  un  auteur  grave, 
qui  ne  fort  jamais  de  fon  ferieux,  qui  n'emprunte  au- 
cun  fard,  qui  ne  fe  pique  point  d'avoir  I'efprit,  et 
qui  fe  contente  de  communiquer  au  public  dans  une 
narration  fimple  et  naive  les  avantures,  qui  lui  font 
arrivees,  et  les  chofes,  qu'il  a  vu  ou  entendu  dire 
pendant  fes  voyages. 

Quant  a  Particle  qui  regarde  my  lord  Carteret^  fans 
m'informer  d'ou  vous  tirez  vos  memoires,  je  vous  di- 
ray,  que  vous  n'avez  ecrit  que  la  moitie  de  la  verite; 
et  que  ce  Drapier  oii  reel  ou  fuppofe  a  fauve  Vlrlande^ 
enmettant  toute la  nation  contre  un  projet,  quidevoit 
enrichir  au  depenfe  du  public  un  certain  nombre  de 
particuliers. 


VOJL.  11. 
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Plufieurs 


r  I 

Plufklirs  accldens,  qui  font  arrive,  m*empecheroR4 
de  faire  le  voyage  de  France  prefentement,  et  je  ne 
fuis  plus  affez  jeune  pour  me  flatter  de  retrouver  une 
autre  occafion.  Je  fcais,  que  j'ay  perdu  beaucoup,  et 
je  fuis  tres  fenfible  a  cette  perte.  L'unique  confola- 
tion,  quimerefte,  c*eft  de  fonger,  que  j'en  fuppor- 
teray  mieux  la  pais,  au  quel  la  fortune  m'a  condamae* 
Je  fuis,  &c. 

LETTER  CCXV. 
Lerd  Bg-lingbroke  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  Tr 

London  July  14,  17*5. 

]MFr.  i^?r^  will  tell  you  how  I  do,  and  vs^hat  I  da. 
Tired  with  fufpenfe,  the  only  infupportable  misfor- 
tune of  life,  I  defired,  after  nine  years  of  autumnal 
promifes  and  vernal  excufes,  a  decifron ;  and  very  lit- 
tle cared  what  thatdecifion  was,  provided  it  left  me  % 
liberty  to  fettle  abroad,  or  put  me  on  a  foot  of  living 
agreeably  at  home.    The  wifdom  of  the  nation  ha« 
thought  fit,  inftead  of  granting  fo  reafonable  requeft, 
to  pafs  an  a£t,  which  fixing  my  fortune  unalterably  ta 
this  country,  fixes  my  perfon  here  alfo  :  and  thofe, 
who  had  the  leaft  mind  to  fee  me  in  England^  hav^ 
made  it  impoflible  for  me  to  live  any  where  elfe. 
Here  I  am  then,  two-thirds  reftored,  my  perfon  fafe, 
(unlefs  I  meet  hereafter  with  harder  treatment  than 
•ven  that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh)  and  my  eftate,  with 
all  the  other  property  I  have  acquired,  or  may  ac- 
quire, fecured  to  me,    Bu^  ^hq  attaiflder  i§  kept  care- 
fully 
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fully  and  prudently  in  force,  left  fo  corrupt  a  member 
fliould  come  again  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  his 
bad  leaven  fliould  four  that  fweet,  untainted  mafs. 
Thus  much  I  thought  I  might  fay  about  my  private 
affairs  to  an  old  friehd,  w^ithout  diverting  him  too 
long  from  his  labours  to  promote  the  advantage  of 
the  (Church  ahd  ftate  of  Inland  j  or,  from  his  travels 
into  thofe  countries  of  giants  and  pigmies,  from 
whence  he  imports  a  cargo  I  value  at  an  higher  rate 
than  tl^at  of  the  richeft  galeon.    Ford  brought  the 
dean  of  ^erry  *  to  fee  me.    Unfortunately  for  me,  I 
was  then  6i^t  of  town ;  and  the  journey  of  the  former 
into  Ireland tyil  1  perhaps  defer  for  fome  time  my  making 
acquaintance  with  the  other;  which  I  am  forry  for.  I 
would  not  by  any  means  lofethe  opportunity  of  know- 
ing a  man,  who  can  efpoufe  in  good  earneft  the  fy- 
ftem  of  father  Mallehranche^  and  who  is  fond  of  go- 
ing a  miffionary  into  xkitWeJl  Indies  f  •    My  zeal  for 

*  Dr.  Berkeley. 

f  Dr.  Berkeley  formed  a  defign  of  fixing  an  unlverllty  in  BermU'- 
dasy  for  the  improvement  of  our  colonics,  and  the  education  of 
Indians,  to  be  employed  as  miflionaries  among  their  countrymen^ 
Forthis  college  he  obtained  a  charter,  in  which  hewas  appointed 
prefident,  and  a  certain  number  of  fellows,  fele6i:ed  by  himfelf, 
were  incorporated;  but  the  defign  mifcarriedforwantof  money. 
The  fy  ftem  of  Malkbranche  here  referred  to  was,  "  that  our  ideas 
are  diftin6l  from  pur  underftanding,  and  that  we  fee  all  things  in 
God,*'  Inotherwords,  that  material  objects  are  notthe  caufe  of 
our  ideas.  Berkeley,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  wrote  a  difierta- 
tion  againfttheexiftence  of  material  beings,  and  external  obje6ls, 
with  fuch  fubtilty,  that  IVhifton  acknowledged  himfelf  unable  to 
confute  it,  and  recommended  thetaflc  to  Dv,  Clarke,  The  Do£lor 
however  did  not  perfonn  it  5  and  the  dilTertation  remains  unan- 
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the'propogation  of  the  Gofpel  will' hardly  carry  me 
fo  far;  but  my  fpleen  againft  Europe  h^is^  more  thah 
once,  made  me  think  of  buying  the  dominion  of  B^r- 
mudas^  and  fpending  the  remainder  of  my  days  as  far 
as  poffible  from  thofe  people,  with  whom  I  have  paft 
the  firft  and  greateft  part  of  my  life.    Health  and 
every  other  natural  comfort  of  life  is  to  be  had  there, 
better  than  here.    As  to  imaginary  and  artificial  plea- 
fures,  we  are  philofophers  enough  to  defpife  them. 
What  fay  you  ?  Will  you  leave  your  Hibernian  flock 
to  fome  other  fliepherd,  and  tranfplant  yourfelf  with 
me  into  the  middle  of  the  Jtlantic  ocean  ?  We  will 
form  a  fociety  more  reafonable,  and  more  ufeful,  than 
that  of  doftor  Berkleys  college ;  and  I  promife  you 
folemnly,  as  fupreme  magiftrate,  not  to  fufFer  the 
currency  of  Wood's  halfpence :  nay,  the  coiner  of 
them  ftiall  be  hanged,  if  he  prefumes  to  fet  hi^  foot 
on  our  ifland. 

Let  me  hear  how  you  are,  and  what  you  do;  and 
if  you  really  have  any  latent  kindnefs  ftill  at  the  bot- 
tom of  your  heart  for  me,  fay  fomething  very  kind 
tome,  for  I  don't  diflike  being  cajoled.  If  your 
heart  tells  you  nothing,  fay  nothing,  that  I  may  take 
the  hint,  and  weanmyfelf  from  you  by  degrees.  Whe- 
ther 1  ftiall  compafs it  or  no,  God  knows:  but,  furely 

fwered  to  this  time,  except  what  has  been  attempted  by  Baxter  Itk 
his  tieatife  on  the  foul. 

Bajk  fays,  that  Mallebranche's  fyftem  was  only  that  q£  Dl^. 
mDcrhus,  amended  and  unfolded. 

See  a  farther  account  of  Dr.  Berkeley,  in  a  letter  from  Sn^ift  t^ 
loxd^  Carterety  A^^ttdi  September     i7^4>  lately  publiftied in  two 

pollhumous  volumes  by  Mr.  P§ane  SwfU 

^         ^  this 
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this  Is  the  properefl:  place  in  the  word  to  renounce 
friendlhip  in,  or  to  forget  obligations.  Mr.  Ford 
fays,  he  will  be  with  us  again  by  the  beginning  of 
the  winter.  Your  Jlar  *  will  probably  hinder  you 
from  taking  the  fame  journey.  Adieu,  dear  Dean.  I 
had  fomething  more  to  fay  to  you,  almott  as  impor- 
tant as  what  I  have  faid  already,  but  company  comes 
in  upon  me,  and  relieves  you. 

LETTER  CCXVI. 
Dr,  Swift  to  Mr.  WoRRAtLf. 
DEARJACK,       Gallftown,  Sept.  14,  ^ 

I  Anfwered  your  letter  long  ago,  and  have  little 
to  fay  at  prefent.  I  fliall  be  in  town  by  the  beginning 
of  next  month,  altho'  a  fit  of  good  weather  would 
tempt  me  a  week  longer  ;  for  I  never  faw  or  heard  of 
fo  long  a  continuance  of  bad,  which  has  hindered  me 
from  feveral  little  rambles  intended  ;  but  I  row  or 
ride  every  day,  in  fpite  of  the  rain,  in  fpite  of  a  broken 
fliin,  or  falling  into  the  lakes,  and  feveral  other 
trifling  accidedts.  Pray  what  have  you  done  with 
the  Litchfield  man  ?  Hath  he  mended  h.'s  voice,  or  is 

*  Mx^,  John/on,  the  lady  whom  hecelebrated  by  the  name  of 
Stella. 

t  This  gentleman  was  a  foundling,  and  Snjuift  ufedtocall  hinr 
Melchifedeck,  becaufe  Melchifedeck'is  laid  to  have  neither  father  nor 
mother:  he  was  a  clergyman,  a  maiter  of  arts,  a  reader,  and  a 
vicar  of  ^cz^z/rs  cathedral,  and  mailer  of  the  fong:  hewasnearly 
of  the  Dean's  own  ftanding  in  the  college,  had  good  fenfe,  and 
much  good  humour.  His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great  ipr!ghtli« 
,  nefs,  good-nature,  and  generofity  5  remarkable  cleanly^  and 
elegant  in  her  houfe,  and  at  her  table  5  the  Dean  therefore  was  of 
his  guefts,  and  contraaed  great  intimacy  with  him, 

^  Z  he 
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he  content  t6  fit  down  with  his  Chrijichnrcb  prefer^ 
nifsnt ;  I  doubt  Mrs.  Brent  will  be  at  a  lofs  about  her 
induftry-books,  for  want  of  a  new  leaf,  with  a  lift 
drawn  of  the  debtors.  I  know  you  are  fuch  a  bungler 
you  cannot  do  it,  and  therefore  I  defire  that  you 
would,  in  a  lofe  fheet  of  paper,  make  a  furvey  lift 
in  your  bungling  manner^  as  foon  as  flie  wants  it, 
and  let  that  ferve  till  I  come.  Prefent  my  fervice  to 
Mrs.  Worrall^  I  wonder  how  you  and  fhe  and  your 
lieir  have  fpent  the  fiimmer,  and  how  often  you  have 
been  at  Dunleary^  and  whether  you  have  got  her  ano- 
ther horfe,  and  whether  fliehates  dyingand  the  coun- 
try as  much  as  ever. — Defire  Mrs.  Brents  if  a  mef- 
fenger  goes  from  hence,  to  give  him  my  fuftianwaift- 
coat,  becaufe  the  mornings  grow  cold.  I  have  now 
and  then  fome  threatnings  v^ith  my  head  ;  but  have 
never  been  abfolutely  giddy  above  a  minute,  and 
cannot  complain  of  my  health,  I  thank  God,  Pray 
fend  them  inclofed  to  the  poft-office.  I  hear  you 
have  let  your  houfe  to  Mrs.  Dapping^  who  will  be  a 
<rood  tenant,  if  flie  lives.  I  fuppofe  your  new  houfe 
is  finiflied,  and  if  Mrs  Worrall  Aots  not  air  it  well, 
it  may  get  you  a  new  wife,  which  I  would  not  have 
you  tell  her,  becaufe  it  will  do  the  bufmefs  better 
than  a  boat  at  Dalky.  I  hope  you  have  ordered  an 
account  of  abfent  vicars,  and  that  their  behaviour  has 
jnot  been  fo  bad  as  ufual  during  my  ficknefs  in  town^ 
if  fo,  I  have  but  an  ill  fub-dean. 

lam,  Sir,  yours,  £5f<-. 

P.  S.  Tell  Mrs.  Brent y  that,  if  Lloyd  ^gvttSy  I  will  but  be  gla(j 
one  of  his  hogflieads  was  left  unrack'd, 

*  LET- 
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LETTER  CCXVIL 
Swift  to  the  Rev*  Mr.  Worrall* 

Qullca,  July  i*,  17%$* 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  and  thank  you  heartily 
for  it.  I  know  not  any  body,  except  yourfelf,  who 
would  have  been  at  fo  much  trouble  to  affift^me,  and 
who  could  have  fo  good  fuccefs,  v^hich  I  take  as 
kindly  as  if  you  had  faved  me  from  utter  ruin.  Al- 
though I  have witncfles  that  I  adled  with  indifFerency 
enough,  when  1  was  fure  I W4S  not  worth  a  groat,  be- 
fides  my  goods.  There  appears  to  be  only  one  hundred 
pounds  remaining,  according  to  my  account,  (except 
this  laft  quarter)  and  if  Iloofe  it,  it  is  a  trifle  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  you  have  recovered  for  me.  I  think 
Mr.  Pratt  hath  a£led  very  generoufly,  ahd  like  a  true 
friend,  as  I  always  took  him  to  be  ;  and  I  have  like- 
wife  good  witnefles  to  fwear,  that  I  was  more  con- 
cerned at  his  misfortunes  than  my  own.  And  fo  re- 
peating my  thanks  to  you,  but  not  able  to  exprefs 
them  as  I  ought,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjeft, 
only  that  you  may  enquire  v^here  the  money  may  be 
fafely  put  out  at  fix  pounds  per  cent.  I  beg  pardon 
that  I  did  not  compute  the  intereft  of  Sir  William 
Fownes's  money,  v^hich  reduces  what  is  due  to  me 
about  fifty-nine  pounds.  All  of  confequence  is  my 
note  to  him  for  one  hundred  pounds. 

I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  my  hay,  as  much  as  I  did 
of  my  money;  for  I  reckoned  the  weather  had  ruined 
iti  but  your  good  management  can  conquer  the  wea- 
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thcr.  But  Charles  Grattan^  the  critic,  fays  the  cocks 
are  too  large,  confidering  the  bad  weather,  and  that 
there  is  danger  they  may  heat.    You  know  beft. 

Mrs.  John/on  fays  you  are  an  ill  manager ;  for  you 
have  loft  me  above  three  hundred  apples,  and  only 
faved  me  twelve  hundred  pounds. 

Do  not  tell  me  of  difficulties  bow  to  keep  the  — 
from  the  wall-fruit  You  have  got  fo  ill  a  reputa- 
tion by  getting  my  money,  that  I  can  take  no  ex- 
cufe  5  and  I  /will  have  the  thing  efFedlually  done, 
though  it  fllould  coft  me  ten  groats.  Pray  let  the 
,  ground  be  levelled  as  you  pleafe,  as  it  muft  likwife  bef 
new  dunged,  as  good  hufbandry  requires 3  friend  jE/- 
lis  will  affift  you. 

I  am  quite  undone  by  the  knavery  of  Sheriff'  and 
White^  and  all  you  have  done  for  me  with  Mr,  Pratt 
fignifies  nothing,  if  I  muft  lofe  ten  pounds. 

I  had  your  letter  about  Mrs.  Johnfonh  money,  and 
Ihe  thanks  you  for  your  care  ;  and  fays,  confidering 
her  poverty,  you  have  done  as  much  for  her  as  for  me. 
But  I  thought  my  letter  to  you  was  enough,  without 
a  letter  of  attorney  ;  for  all  money  matters  I  am  the 
greateft  cully  alive. 

Little  good  may  do  you  with  your  favourable  wea- 
ther; we  had  but  five  good  days  thefe  twelve  weeks. 

The  ladies  are  pretty  well ;  but  Mrs.  Johnfon^  after 
a  fortnight's  great  amendment,  had  yefterday  a  very 
bad  day;  flieis  now  much  better.  They  both  pre- 
fent  their  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Worrall^  and  fodo  I, 
and  am  ever  yours,  l^c. 


*  In  Nab9tb*^  yiiieyard. 
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Jo.  who  brings  you  this,  defired  me  to  lend  him 
twenty  pounds,  which  I  very  prudently  refufed;  but 
faid,  if  he  would  leave  the  worth  of  it  in  foap  and 
candles  in  the  deanry-houfe,  Mrs.  Brent  viewing' 
them,  I  would  empower  you,  as  I  do  hereby,  to  pay 
him  twenty  pounds,  and  place  it  to  my  account. 

JONATH.  SWIFT. 

Pray  defire  Mrs.  Brent  to  have  ready  a  hogfhead  oif 
bottles  packed  up  as  ufual,  of  the  fame  wine 
with  the  laft  fhe  fent,  and  the  next  carrier  fliall 
have  orders  to  call  for  it. 

Let  Mrs.  Brent  take  out  what  candles  or  foap  are 
neceflary  for  the  ladies,  and  only  as  much  as  will 
empty  two  of  the  boxes,  that  yo,  may  have  them; 
I  mean  out  of  thoie  boxes  which  he  is  to  leave  at 
the  deanry  for  my  fecurity  for  the  twenty  pounds^ 
which  he  is  to  receive  from  you. 

LETTER  CCXVIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  W  or  rail. 

Quilca,  Aug,  27,  i7S5« 

1  Was  heartily  forry  to  hear  you  had  got  the  gout, 
being  a  difeafe  you  have  fo  little  pretence  to ;  for  you 
have  been  all  your  life  a  great  walker,  and  a  little 
drinker.  Although  it  be  no  matter  how  you  got  your 
difeafe,  fince  it  was  not  by  your  vices;  yet  I  do  not 
love  to  think  I  was  an  inftrument,  by  leading  you  a 
walk  of  eight  or  nine  miles,  where  your  pride  to  fhcw 

your 
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your  activity  in  leaping  down  a  ditch  hurt  your  foot 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  end  in  your  prefent  difeafc. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Mr.  Webb^  and  if  he  fhould 
comehere,  I  can  do  nothing  with  him;  for  I  (hall 
not  take  my  own  judgment,  but  leave  it  to  fome  able 
lawyer  to  judge  and  recommend  the  fecurity;  for 
now  it  is  time  for  me  to  learn  fome  worldly  wifdom. 

I  thank  you  for  the  purchafe  you  have  made  of 
Briflow  beer ;  it  will  foon  pay  for  itfelf,  by  faving 
mc  many  a  bottle  of  wine;  but  I  am  afraid  it  h  not 
good  for  your  gout. 

My  deafnefs  hath  left  me  above  three  weeks,  and 
therefore  I  expeft  a  vifit  from  it  foon ;  and  it  is  fome- 
whatlefs  vexatious  here  in  the  country,  becaufe  none 
are  about  me  but  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  it. 

Mrs.  JVorralFs  pbfervation  is  like  herfelf^  (he  is  an 
abfolute  corrupted  city  lady,  and  does  not  know  the 
pleafures  of  the  country,  even  of  this  place,  with  all 
its  millions  of  inconveniences.  But  Mrs.  Dingley  is 
of  her  opinion,  and  would  rather  live  in  a  Dublin 
cellar  than  a  country  palace. 

I  would  fain  have  a  (bed  thrown  up  in  the  fartheft 
corner  of  Naboth's  vineyard,  towards  the  lower  end  of 
Shebb's  garden,  till  I  can  find  leifure  and  courage  to 
build  a  better  in  the  center  of  the  field.  Can  it  be 
done? 

The  weather  continues  as  foul  as  if  there  had  not 
been  a  day  of  rain  in  the  fummer,  and  it  will  have 
fome  very  ill  efFeft  on  the  kingdom. 

I  g^-v^  J^^^  Grattan  the  papers  correfted,  and  I 
think  half  fpoiled,  by  the  cowardly  caution  of  him 

and 
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and  others.  He  promifed  to  tranfcribe  them  tim^ 
enough,  and  my  defire  is  they  may  be  ready  to  be 
publiflied  upon  the  firft  day  the  parliament  meets.  I 
hope  you  will  contrive  it  among  you  that  it  may  be 
fent  unknown  (as  ufual)  to  fome  printer,  with  proper 
direflions.  I  had  lately  a  letter  without  a  Jtame,  tel- 
ling me,  that  I  have  got  a  fop  to  hold  my  tongue, 
and  that  it  is  determined  we  muft  have  that  grievance, 

,    t^c.  forced  on  us. 

My  intention  is  to  return  about  the  beginning  of 
OMery  if  my  occafions  do  not  hinder  me.    Before  , 
that  time  it  will  be  feen  how  the  parliament  will  aft. 
Them  who  talk  with  me  think  they  will  be  flav^s  as 
ufual,  and  led  were  the  government  pleafes. 

My  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  WorralL    The  ladies 
pr^fent  theirs  to  you  both. 

^  J.SWIFT. 


LETTER  CCXIX* 
pr.  Swift  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Worrall. 

Quiica,  Aug.  31,  1725* 

I  Have  yours  of  the  28th.  I  am  Hill  to  acknow-. 
ledge  and  thank  you  for  the  care  of  my  little  affairs.  I 
hope  I  fliall  not  want  the  filver;  for  I  hope  to  be  in 
town  by  the  beginning  of  O^ober^  unlefs  extreme 
good  weather  (hall  invite  me  to  continue. 

Since  JVood^s  patent  is  cancelled,  it  will  by  no 
means  be  convenient  to  have  the  paper  printed,  as  I 
fuppofe  you,  and  Jack  Grattariy  and  Sherridan  will 

agrees 
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agree;  therefore,  if  it  be  with  the  printer,  I  would 
have  it  taken  back,  and  the  prefs  broke,  and  let  her 
he  fatisfied. 

The  work  is  done,  and  there  is  no  more  need  of 
the  Drapier. 

Mrs.  Johnfon  does  not  underftand  what  you  mean 
by  her  ftamped  linen,  and  remembers  nothing  of  it; 
but  fuppofes  it  is  fome  jeft. 

Theladiesarev/ell;  all  ourfervicestoMrs.  ^f^rr/?//. 
Mrs.  Dinghy  at  laft  difcovered  the  meaning  of  the 
fiamped  linen,  which  makes  that  part  of  my  letter 
Beedlefs. 

Pray  pay  Jo.  Beaumont  four  pounds  for  a  horfe  I 
bought  from  him,  and  place  it  to  my  account. 

J-  s. 

4 

When  Jg.  brings  you  a  piece  of  linen  of  twenty- 
four  yards,  pray  put  my  name  upon  it^  and  pay 
him  fix  pounds,  eight  fhillings. 

LETTER  CCXX. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  S  w i f  t. 

BEAR  SIR,  London,  Oa.  17,  1725. 

I  Have  the  vanity  to  think,  that  a  few  friends 
bave  a  real  concern  for  n^e,  and  are  uneafy  when  I 
Am  in  diftrefs;  in  confequencc  of  v/hich,  I  ought  to 
C€>mmunicate  with  them  the  joy  of  my  recovery*  I 
iid  not  v/ant  a  moft  kind  paragraph  in  your  letter  to 
Mr.  Pcfe^  io  convince  me,  that  you  are  of  the  num-» 

'  ber^ 
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ter;  and  I  know,  that  I  give  you  a  fenfible  pleafure 
in  telling  you,  that  1  think  myfelf  at  this  time  almoft 
perfectly  recovered  of  a  moft  unufual  and  dangerous 
diftemper,  and  impofthume  in  the  bowels ;  fuch  a  one, 
that  had  it  been  in  the  hands  of  a  chirurgeon,  in  an 
outward  and  flefliy  part,  I  flaould  not  have  been  well 
thefe  three  months.  Duke  Difney^  our  old  friend,  is 
in  a  fair  way  to  recover  of  fuch  another.  There  have 
been  feveral  of  them  occafioned,  as  I  reckon,  by  the 
cold  and  wet  feafon.    People  have  told  me  of  new 
f     impojlures  (as  they  called  them)  every  day.  Poor 
Sir  William  JVyndham  is  ^nimpofture:  I  hope  the  Batb^ 
where  he  is  going,  will  do  him  good.   The  hopes  of 
feeing  once  more  the  Dean  of  St,  Patrick^ s  revives  my 
I     fpirits.    I  cannot  help  imagining  fome  of  your  old 
club  met  together,  like  mariners  after  a  ftorm.  For 
God's  fake  do  not  tantalize  your  friends  any  more. 
I     I  can  prove  by  twenty  unanfwerable  arguments,  that 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  you  fhould  come  over 
I      to  England',  that  it  would  be  committing  the  greateft 
abfurdity  that  ever  was,  not  to  do  it  the  next  ap- 
proaching winter.  I  believe,  indeed,  it  is  juft  poffible 
to  fave  your  foul  without  it,  and  that  is  all.    As  for 
your  book  *  (of  which  I  have  framed  to  myfelf  fuch 
an  idea,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  there  is  no  doing  any 
good  upon  mankind  without  it)  I  will  fet  the  let- 
:      ters  myfelf,  rather  than  that  it  fliould  not  bepubliflied^ 
But  before  you  put  the  finifhing  hand  to  it,  it  is  really 
neceffary  to  be  acquainted  with  fome  new  improve- 
ments of  mankind,  that  have  appeared ,  Mankind  has  aa 

*  Gulliver's  travels, 
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Inexhauftible  foiirce  of  invention  in  the  way  of  folly 
^nd  madnefs.  I  have  only  one  fear,  that  when  you 
come  over,  you  will  be  fo  much  coveted  and  taken 
tip  by  the  miniftry ;  that  unlefs  your  friends  meet 
you  at  their  tables^  they  will  have  none  of  your  com- 
pany. This  is  really  no  joke;  I  am  quite  in  earneft. 
Your  deafnefs  is  fo  neceflary  a  thing,  that  I  almoft 
begin  to  think  it  an  afFedation.  I  remember  you  ufed 
to  reckon  dinners.  I  know  of  near  half  a  year's  din- 
ners, where  you  are  already  befpoke.  It  is  worth 
your  while  to  come  to  fee  your  old  friend  Lewisy  who 
is  wifer  than  ever  he  was,  the  beft  of  hulbands.  I  am 
fure  I  can  fay  from  my  own  experience,  that  he  is  the 
beft  of  friends.  He  was  fo  to  me,  when  he  had  lit^ 
tie  hope  I  fliould  ever  live  to  thank  him. 

You  muft  acquaint  me  before  you  take  your  jour- 
ney, that  we  may  provide  a  convenient  lodging  for  you 
amongft  your  friends.  I  am  called  away  this  mo- 
ment, andhaveonly  time  to  add,  that  I  love  and  long 
to  fee  you,  and  am  moft  fincerely,  dear  Sir,  your 
Hioft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  ARBUTHNOT. 


LETTER  CCXXI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr,  Wo  r  r  a  l  l. 

London,  April  16,  1726. 

TpHE  ladles  have  told  you  all  my  adventures,  and 
I  hear  you  are  ruining  me  with  dung.  I  have  writ 
(everal  times  to  the  ladies,  and  (hall  foon  do  fo  again. 

I  fend 
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I  fend  you  inclofed  the  bill  of  lading  for  a  picture 
that  has  lain  long  at  fea;  you  will  be  fo  kind  to  get 
it  out  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  Mr.  Medlicot  will  make 
iteafy,  iftherefliould  beany  difficulties.  My  humble 
fervice  to  Mrs.  Worrall^  and  the  ladies  and  all  my 
friends.  I  thank  God  I  am  in  pretty  good  health* 
I  have  now  company  with  me ;  I  can  fay  no  more. 
I  hope  you  are  all  well. 

I  got  no  voice  at  Oxford  ^  but  am  endeavouring  for 
©ne  here, 

LETTER  CCXXII. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr  Swift 

DEAR  SIR,  (Indorfed,  172^.) 

I  Have  been  at  your  lodgings  this  morning,  but 
you  was  out  early.  Her  royal  highncfs  begs  the  ho- 
nour of  a  vifit  from  you  on  Thurfday  night  at  fevea 
o'clock.  You  are  to  be  attended  by,  dear  Sir,  your 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

JO,  ARBUTHNOT, 

I  hope  you  will  not  engage  yourfelf  at  that  bouri 
but  I  ftiall  fee  you  before  that  time.  Tuefday^ 
3  o'clock. 

*  Then  in  London.  The  Dean  went  thither  in  the  beginning 
€>{  Aprily  1726  j  and  this  invitation  was  made  by  her  royal  high- 
nefs,  afterwards  queen  C<?ra/?W;  fgonafterj  but  is  uncertain  oa 
what  day. 


t  E  T* 
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LETTER  CCXXIIL 
Dr,  Swift  to  Mr.  Worrall. 

Twickenham,  July  15,  ijzSm 

I  Wifh  you  would  fend  me  a  common  bill  in  form 
upon  any  banker  for  one  hundred  pounds,  and  I  will 
wait  for  it,  and  in  the  mean  time  borrow  where  I  can. 
What  you  tell  me  of  Mrs.  Johnfon^  I  have  long  ex- 
pefted,  with  great  oppreflion  and  heavinefs  of  heart. 
We  have  been  perfect  friends  thefe  thirty -five  years. 
Upon  my  advice  they  both  came  to  Ireland^  and  have 
been  ever  fmce  my  conftant  companions  ;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  will  be  a  v^ery  melancholy  fcene, 
when  one  of  them  is  gone,  v^hom  I  moft  efteemed, 
upon  the  fcoreof  every  good  quality,  that  can  poflibly 
recommend  a  human  creature.    I  have  thefe  two 
months  feen  through  M  rs.  Dlngleys  difguifes  *.  And, 
indeed,  ever  fmce  I  left  you,  my  heart  has  been  fo 
funk,  that  I  have  not  been  the  fame  man,  nor  ever 
ftiall  be  again  i  but  dragon  a  wretched  1  ife,  till  it  ftiall 
pleafe  God  to  call  me  away.    I  muft  tell  you,  as  a 
friend.,  that  if  you  have  reafon  to  believe  Mrs.  John/on 
cannot  hold  out  till  my  return,  I  would  not  think  of 
commg  to  Ireland',  and,  in  that  cafe,  Iwouldexpeft 
of  you,  in  the  beginning  of  £^//^;;zZ'^r,  to  renew  my 
licence  for  another  half  year ;  which  time  I  will  fpend 
in  fome  retirement  far  from  London^  till  I  can  be  in  a 
difpofition  of  appearing,  after  an  accident,  that  muft 

*  Probably  endeavouring  to  conceal  Mrs.  Jobnforiz  danger, 
in  tcndcrnels  to  the  Dean.  , 
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be  fo  fatal  to  my  quiet.  I  wifli  it  could  be  brought 
about,  that  Ihe  might  make  her  will.  Her  intentions 
are  to  leave  the  intereft  of  all  her  fortune  to  her  mo- 
ther and  fifter,  during  their  lives,  and  afterwards  to 
Dr.  Stephens's  hofpital,  to  purchafe  lands  forfuch  ufes 
there,  as  ftie  defigns.  Think  how^  I  am  difpofed 
while  I  write  this,  and  forgive  the  inconfiftencies.  I 
would  not  for  the  univerfe  be  prefent  at  fuch  a  trial 
of  feeing  her  depart.  She  will  be  among  friends, 
that,  upon  her  own  account  and  great  worthy  will 
tend  her  with  all  poflible  care,  where  I  fliould  be 
a  trouble  to  her,  and  the  greateft  torment  to  myfelf. 
In  cafe  the  matter  flionld  be  defperate,  I  would  have 
you  advife,  if  they  come  to  town,  that  they  fliould 
be  lodged  in  fome  airy  healthy  part,  and  not  in  the 
deanry  5  which  befides,  you  know,  cannot  but  be  a 
very  improper  thing  for  that  houfe  to  breathe  her  laft 
in.  This  I  leave  to  your  difcretion,  and  I  conjure 
you  to  burn  this  letter  immediately,  without  telling 
the  contents  of  it  to  any  perfon  alive.  Pray  write  to 
me  every  week,  that  I  may  know  what  fte^s  to  take; 
for  I  am  determined  not  to  go  to  Ireland^  to  find  her 
juft  dead,  or  dying.  Nothing  but  extremity  could 
make  me  fo  familiar  with  thofe  terrible  words,  ap- 
plied to  fuch  a  dear  friend.  Let  her  know,  I  have 
bought  her  a  repeating  gold  watch,  for  her  eafe  in 
winter  nights.  I  defigned  to  have  furprifed  her  with 
it ;  but  now  I  would  have  her  know  it,  that  fhe  may 
fee  how  my  thoughts  are  always  to  make  her  eafy. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not  a  greater  folly  than 
,  to  contrail  too  great  and  Intimate  a  friendfiiip,  which 
Vol,  II.  '  muft 
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muft  always  leave  the  furvivor  miferable.  On  the 
back  of  Brereioiis  note  there  was  written  the  account 
of  Mrs.  Johnfons  ficknefs.  Pray,  in  your  next,  avoid 
that  miftake,  and  leave  the  backfide  blank.  When 
you  have  read  this  letter  twice,  and  retain  what  I  de- 
fire,  pray  burn  it ;  and  let  all  I  have  faid  lie  only  in 
your  own  brcaft.  Pray  write  every  week.  1  have 
(till  I  know  further)  fixed  on  Auguft  the  fifteenth  to 
fet  out  for  Ireland.  I  fliall  continue  or  alter  my  mea- 
fures  according  to  your  letters.  Adieu. 

Pray  tell  Mr.  Dobbs^  of  the  college,  that  I  received 
his  letter  j  but  cannot  polEbly  anfwer  it,  which  I 
certainly  would,  if  I  had  materials.  As  to  what  you 
fay  about  promotion,  you  v/ill  find  it  was  given  im- 
mediately to  Maule^  as  I  am  told  \  and  I  afiure  you 
I  had  no  offers,  nor  would  accept  them.  My  beha- 
viour to  thofe  in  power  hath  been  diredlly  contrary, 
fmce  I  came  here.  I  had  rather  have  good  news 
from  you  than  Canterbury y  though  it  were  given  me 
upon  my  own  terms. 

LETTER  CCXXIV. 

Lord  BoLiNGBROKEto  the  Three  Yahoos  of 
Twickenham^  Jonathan^  Al-exander,  John  *• 

MOST  EXCELLENT  TRIUMVIRS  OJF 
PARNASSUS, 

Though  youare  probably  very  indifferent  where 
1  am,  01  what  I  am  doing  3  yet  I  refclve  to  believe  the 

^  John  Gaj. 

(Cpntrary, 
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contrary.  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  you  have  fent  at 
leaft  fifteen  times  within  this  fortnight  to  *  Davjky 
farm,  and  that  you  are  extremely  mortified  at  my  long 
filence.  To  relieve  you  therefore  from  this  great 
anxiety  of  mind,  lean  do  nolefsthan  writea  few  lines 
to  you;  and  I  pleafe  myfelf  beforehand  with  thevaft 
pleafure,  which  this  epiftle  muft  needs  give  you. 
That  I  may  add  to  this  pleafure,  and  give  you  further 
proofsof  my  benificent  temper,  I  will  like  wife  inform 
you,  that  I  fliall  be  in  your  neighbourhood  again  by 
the  end  of  next  week  ;  by  which  time  I  hope  that 
Jonatharis  imagination  ofbufinefs  will  be  fucceeded 
by  fome  imagination  more  becoming  a  profeflbr  of 
that  divine  fcience,  la  bagatelle.  Adieu,  Jonathan^ 
Alexander^  John  !  Mirth  be  with  you. 

From  the  banks  of  the  Se'verney  July  23, 

LETTER  CCXXV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  Worrall. 

London,  Aug.  6,  ijiS. 

jAlT  the  time  that  I  had  your  letter,  with  the  bill, 
(for  which  I  thank  you)  I  received  another  from  Dr, 
Sheridan^  both  full  of  the  melancholy  account  of  our 
friend.  The  do£lor  advifes  me  to  go  over  at  thetime 
I  intended,  which  I  now  defign  to  do,  and  to  fet 
out  on  Monday  the  fifteenth  from  hence.  However, 
if  any  accident  fliould  happen  to  me,  that  you  do 

♦  The  country  refidence  of  lord  near  O-^/z/cr^ 

f  iH  Middle/ex, 

0^2  JSOt 


I  228  ] 

not  find  me  come  over  on  the  firfl:  of  Septemhery  I 
would  have  you  renew  my  licence  of  abfence  from 
the  fecond  of  September^  which  will  be  the  day  that 
my  half  year  will  be  out ;  and  fmce  it  is  not  likely, 
that  you  can  anfwer  this,  fo  as  to  reach  me  before  I 
leave  London^  I  defire  you  will  v\rrite  to  me,  diredled 
to  Mrs.  Kenahy  in  Chefter^  where  I  defign  to  fet  up, 
and  ftiall  hardly  be  there  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  from 
this  time ;  and  if  I  (hould  then  hear  our  friend  was 
jio  more,  I  might  probably  be  abfent  a  month  or  two 
in  fome  parts  of  Derby/hire  or  Wales »  However,  you 
need  not  renew  the  licence  till  the  firfl:  of  September-^ 
and,  if  I  come  not,  I  will  w^rite  to  you  from  Chefter. 
This  unhappy  affair  is  the  greatefl:  trial  I  ever  had  ; 
and  I  think  you  are  unhappy  in  having  converfed  fo 
much  with  that  perfon  under  fuch  circumfl:ances. 
Tell  Dr.  Sheridan^  I  had  his  letter ;  but  care  not  to 
anfwer  it.    I  wilh  you  would  give  your  opinion,  at 
Chefter^  whether  I  (hall  come  over  or  no.    I  (hall 
be  there,  God  willing,  on  Tburfday^  the  eighteenth 
infl:ant.    This  is  enough  to  fay,  in  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion.    I  am,  ^c. 

My  humble  fervlce  and  thanks  to  Mrs.  Worrall^  for 
the  care  of  our  friend,  which  I  fhall  never  forget. 


LET- 

* 
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LETTER  CCXXVr. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  W  o  r  r  a  l  l. 

Auguft  i5tli,  1726. 

This  is  Saturday^  and  on  Monday  I  fet  out  for 
Ireland.  I  defired  you  would  fend  me  a  letter  to  Che^ 
fter.  I  fuppofe  I  fhall  be  in  Dublin  with  moderate 
fortune  in  ten  or  eleven  days  hence  ;  for  I  will  go  by 
Holyhead.  I  fliall  ftay  two  days  at  Chefter^  unlefs  I 
can  contrive  to  have  my  box  fent  after  me.  I  hope  I 
fhall  be  with  you  by  the  end  of  Auguft ;  but  however, 
if  I  am  not  with  you  by  the  fecond  of  September^ 
which  is  the  time  that  my  licence  is  out,  I  defire  you 
will  get  me  a  new  one  ;  for  I  would  not  lie  at  their 
mercy,  though  I  know  it  fignifies  nothing.  I  expeft 
to  be  very  miferable  when  I  come  ;  but  I  fliall  be 
prepared  for  it.  I  defire  you  would  write  to  me 
to  Chefter^  which  I  hope  you  will  do ;  and  pray  hinder 
Dr.  Sheridan  from  writing  to  me  any  more. 
This  is  all  I  have  to  fay  to  you  at  prefent. 

I  am^  i^c. 

J.  SWIFTi 

LETTER  CCXXVII. 
William  Pulteney  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  I-ondon,  Sept.  3,  1726. 

1  Received  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  at  my 
Jord  Cheiwyns  3  and  though  you  had  fo  much  good- 

nefs, 


nefs,  as  to  forbid  my  anfwering  it  at  that  time;  yet 
I  fhould  be  inexcufable,  now  I  have  perfeftly  reco- 
vered my  health  and  ftrength,  if  I  did  not  return 
you  my  very  hearty  thanks  for  your  concern  for  me 
during  my  illnefs.    Though  our  acquaintance  has 
not  been  of  long  date,  yet  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
affure  you,  that  even  among  your  old  friends,  you 
have  not  many,  who  have  a  jufter  regard  for  your 
merit  than  I  have.    I  could  wifli,  that  thofe,  tvho 
are  more  able  to  ferve  you  than  I  am,  had  the  fame 
defire  of  doing  it.    And  yet  methinks,  iio-Ar  I  confi- 
der  it,  and  reflea  who  they  are,  I  fliould  be  forry 
they  had  the  merit  of  doing  fo  right  a  thing.  As 
well  as  I  wifli  you,  I  would  rather  not  have  you  pro- 
vided for  yet,  than  provided  for  by  thofe  that  I  don't 
like.    Mr.  Pope  tells  me,   that  v/e  fhall  fee  you  in 
fpring.    When  we  meet  again,  I  flatter  myfelf  we 
{hall  not  part  fo  foon  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  you  will 
iillow  me  a  longer  ftare  of  your  (sompany  than  you 
did.    All  I  can  fay  to  engage  you  to  come  a  little  of- 
tener  to  my  houfe,  is,  to  promife,  that  you  fliall  not 
have  one  difli  of  meat  at  my  table  fo  difguifed,  but 
you  fliall  eafily  know  what  it  is.    You  fhall  have  a 
cup  of  your  own  for  fmall  beer  and  wine  mixed  toge- 
ther ;  you  (hall  have  no  women  at  table,  if  you  don't 
like  them,  and  no  men,  but  fuch  as  like  you.  I 
v/iflied  mightily  to  be  in  London  before  you  left  it,  bar 
ving  fomething,  which  I  would  willingly  have  com- 
municatedtoyou,  that  I  do  not  think  fodifcreettotruft 
to  a  letter-.    Do  not  let  your  expedations  be  raifed, 
as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  any  great  confequepce  :  it  is 

not 
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not  that,  though  I  fhould  be  mighty  glad  you  knew 
it,  and  perhaps  I  may  foon  find  a  way  of  letting  you 
dofo. 

Our  parliament,  they  now  fay,  is  not  to  meet  till 
after  Chrt/imas,  the  chief  bufinefs  of  it  being  to  give 
money.    It  may  be  proper  the  minifters  fhould  know, 
a  little  before  it  meets,  how  much  farther  they  have 
run  the  nation  in  debt,  that  they  may  prudently  con- 
ceal or  provide  what  they  think  fit.    I  am  told,  that 
many  amongusbegintogrumble,  that ^^^^/W fhould 
be  obliged  to  fupport  the  charge  of  a  very  expenfive 
war,  whilft  all  the  other  powers  of  £«r^/)^  are  in  peace. 
But  I  will  enter  no  farther  into  public  matters,  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  a  letter  direded  to  you,  and  frank- 
ed by  me,  cannot  fail  of  raifing  the  curiofity  of  fome 
of  our  vigilant  miniflers,  and  that  they  will  open  it; 
though  we  know  it  is  not  cuftomary  for  them  fo  to  do. 
Mrs.  Pulteney  is  very  much  your  humble fervant,  and 
I  am,  with  great  truth.  Sir,  your  mofl  obedient 

humble  fervant,  _ 

W.  PULTENEY, 


LETTER  CCXXVIII. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift^ 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Sept.  16,  172^. 

Since  I  wrote  laft,  I  have  been  always  upon  the 
ramble.  1  have  been  in  Oxfordjhire  with  the  duke 
and  the  duchefs  of  ^eenjherry^  and  at  Peierjham,  and 
wherefoever  they  v/ould  carry  ^  5  but  as  they  will 

a4 


go  toWiltJhire  without  me,  on  Tuefday  next,  for  tw# 
or  three  months,  1  believe  I  fliall  then  have  finiflied 
my  travels  for  this  year,  andftiallnot  go  farther.from 
London^  than  now  and  then  to  Twickenham,    I  faw 
Air.  Pope  on  Sunday^  who  hath  lately  efcaped  a  very 
great  danger ;  but  is  very  much  wounded  acfofs  his 
light-hand.  Coming  home  in  the  dark,  about  a  week 
ago,  alone  in  my  lord  Bolinghroke's  coach  from 
Davjley^  he  was  overturned,  where  a  bridge  has 
b^en.  broken  down,  near  Whitton^  about  a  mile 
from  his  own  houfe.    He  was  thrown  into  the  river, 
with  the  gla{res  of  the  coach  up,  and  was  up  to  the 
knots  of  his  perriwig  in  water.    T  he  footman  broke 
the  glafs  to  draw  him  out  ;  by  which,  he  thinks 
he  received  the  cut  acrofs  his  hand.    He  was  afraid 
Jie  fliould  have  loft  the  ufe  of  his  little  finger,  and  the 
next  to  it  \  but  the  furgeon,  whom  he  fent  for  laft 
Sunday  from  London  to  examine  it,  told  him,  that  his 
iingers  were  fafe,  that  there  were  two  nerves  cut,  but 
no  tendon.    He  was  in  very  good  health,  and  very 
^ood  fpirits,  and  the  wound  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
foon  healed       The  inftructions  you  fent  metocom- 
fnunicate  to  the  dodor  about  the  finger,  I  tranfcribed 
from  your  own  letter,  and  fent  to  him ;  for,  at  that 
time,  he  v/as  going  evpry  other  day  to  Windfor  Park 
to  vifit  Mr.  Congreve^  who  hath  been  extremely  ill, 
but  is  now  recovered,    I  dined  and  fupped  on  Mon- 
day laft  v^^ith  lord  and        Bolinghroke^  at  lord  Berke- 
ley Sy  at  Cranfordy  and  returned  to  London^  with  the 

*  See  lord  Bolmgbroke's  account  of  this  accident,  in  his  letter, 
iii^d  September  22 y  Tyz6, 

duke 
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jduke  and  duchcfs  of       en/bury y  on  Tuejday  by  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  You  are  remembered  always 
with  great  refpe£lby  all  your  acquaintancCj  and  every 
one  of  them  wifties  for  your  return.  7*he  lottery  be- 
gins to  be  drawn  on  Monday  next,  but  my  week  of 
attendance  v/ill  be  the  firfl;  in  O^ober. .  I  arji  obliged 
to  follow  the  engravers  to  make  them  difpatch  my 
plates  for  the  fables  j  for  without  it,  I  find  they  pro- 
ceed but  very  flowly.    I  take  your  advice  in  this,  as 
I  wifh  to  do  in  all  things,  and  frequently  revife  my 
work,  in  order  to  finifli  it  as  well  as  I  can.  Mr.  Pulte^ 
ney  takes  the  letter  you  fent  him  in  the  kindeft  man- 
ner; and  1  believe  he  is,  expe£t  a  few  excurfions, 
fixed  in  town  for  the  winter.   As  for  the  particular 
affair,  that  you  want  to  be  informed  in,  we  are  as  yet 
-wholly  in  the  dark ;  but  Mr.  Pope  will  follow  your 
inftru£lions.    I  have  not  feen  Mrs.  Howard  z  great 
•while,  which  you  know  muft  be  a  great  mortification 
and  felf-denial;  but  in  my  cafe,  it  is  particularly  un- 
happy, that  a  man  cannot  contrive  to  be  in  two  places 
at  the  fame  time  :  if  I  could,  while  you  are  there, 
one  of  them  fhould  be  always  Dublin.  But,  after  all, 
it  is  a  filly  thing  to  be  with  a  friend  by  halves,  fo 
that  I  will  give  up  all  thoughts  of  bringing  this  pro- 
ject to  perfection,  if  you  will  contrive,  that  we  fhall 
meet  again  foon.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
and  afreciionate  friend,  and  fervant, 

J.  G  A  Y. 
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LETTER  CCXXIX^ 
Dn  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swifts. 

London,  Sept.  20,  iyz6» 

I  Have  been  balancing,  dear  Sir,  thefe  three  days, 
whether  I  ftiould  write  to  you  firft.  Laying  afide  the 
fuperiority  of  your  dignity,  I  thought  a  notification 
was  due  to  me,  as  well  as  to  two  others  of  my  friends : 
then,  I  confidered,  that  this  was  done  in  the  public 
news,  with  all  the  formalities  of  reception  of  a  lord 
lieutenant.  I  reflefted  on  the  dependency  of  Ireland-, 
but,  faidi,  what  if  my  friend  fliould  difpute  this? 
Then  I  confidered,   that  letters  were  always  intror- 
duced  at  firfl:  from  the  civilized  to  the  barbarous  king- 
dom.   In  ftiort,  m.y  afFedion,  and  the  pleafure  of 
correfponding  with  my  dear  friend,  prevailed  j  and, 
fmce  you  moft  difdainfully,  and  barbaroufly  confined 
me  to  two  lines  a  month,  I  was  refolved  to  plague 
vou  with  twenty  times  that  number,  though  I  think  it 
was  a  fort  of  a  compliment,  to  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
faying  any  thing  in  two  lines.    The  Gafcoyne  afked 
only  to  fpeak  one  word  to  the  French  king,  which  the 
king  confining  him  to,  he  brought  a  paper,  and  faid, 
Jignezy  and  not  a  word  more.  Your  negotiation  with 
the  finging  man  is  in  the  hands  of  my  daughterA^<?«- 
£y^  who,  I  can  aflure  you,  will  negle£l:  nothing  that 
concerns  you :  fhe  has  wrote  about  it.  Mr.  Pope  has 
been  in  hazard  of  his  life  by  drowning:  coming  late, 
two  weeks  ago,  from  lord  Bolingbrokeh  in  his  coach 
and  fix,  a  bridge  on  a  little  river  being  broke  down, 

they 
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they  were  obliged  to  go  through  the  water,  which 
was  not  too  high,  butthe  coach  wasoverturned  in  it; 
and  the  glafs  being  up,   which  he  could  not  break, 
nor  get  down,  he  was  very  near  drowned  ^  for,  the 
footman  was  ftuck  in  the  mud,  and  could  hardly  come 
in  time  to  his  affiftance.    He  had  that  in  common 
with'  Horace^  that  it  was  occafioned  by  the  trunk  of  a 
tree;  but  it  was  trimco  rhecla  i  I  lap/a  ^  neque  Faunus 
i5lum  dextra  levalat-y  for  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
hand,  but,  thank  God,  without  any  danger^  but  by 
the  cutting  of  a  large  vcffel,  loft  a  great  deal  of  blood, 
I  have  been  with  Mrs.  Howard^  whohas  a  moft  intole- 
rable pain  in  one  fide  of  her  head.    I  had  a  great  deal 
of  difcourfe  with  your  friend,  her  royal  highnefs. 
She  infifted  upon  your  wit,  and  good  converfation, 
I  told  her  royal  highnefs,  that  was  not  what  I  valued 
you  for,  but  for  being  a  fmcere,  honeft  man,  and 
fpeaking  the  truth,  when  others  were  afraid  to  fpeak 
it.    I  have  been  for  near  three  weeks  together  every 
day  at  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough's^  with  Mr.  Con^ 
greve^  who  has  been  like  to  die  with  a  fever,  and  the 
gout  in  his  ftomach ;  but  he  is  now  better,  and  like 
to  do  well.    My  brother  was  lik^  to  be  caft  away 
going  to  France:  there  was  alhip  loft  juft  by  him. 
1  write  this  in  a  dull  humour,  but  with  moft  fmcere 
affection,  to  an  ungrateful  man  as  you  are,  that  minds 
every  body  more  than  me,  except  what  concerns  my 
intereft.    My  dear  friend,  fareweU 
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LETTER  CCXXX. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Sept.  22,  1726, 

A.  Bookfeller  who  fays  he  is  in  a  few  days  going 
to  Dublin^  calls  here,  and  offers  to  carry  a  letter  to 
you.  I  can  not  refift  the  temptation  of  writing  to 
you,  though  I  have  nothing  to  fay  more  by  this  con- 
veyance, than  I  fliould  have  by  that  of  the  poft; 
though  I  have  lately  clubbed  with  Pope  to  make  up  a 
moft  elegant  epiftle  to  you  in  profe  and  verfe  ;  and 
though  I  wrote  the  other  day  the  firft  paragraph  of 
that  Chedder  f  letter,  which  is  preparing  for  you. 
The  only  excufe  then,  which  I  can  plead  for  writing 
now,  is,  that  the  letters  will  coft  you  nothing. 
Have  you  heard  of  the  accident  which  befel  poor  Pope 
in  going  lately  from  me  ?  A  bridge  was  down,  the 
coach  forced  to  go  through  the  water,  the  bank  fteep, 
an  hole  on  one  fide,  and  a  block  of  timber  on  the 
other,  the  night  as  dark  as  pitch.  In  fliort,  he  over- 
turned, the  fall  was  broke  by  the  watery  but  the 
glafies  were  up,  and  he  might  have  been  drowned,  if 
one  of  my  men  had  not  broke  a  glafs,  and  pulled  him 
out  through  the  window.   His  right-hand  was  fe- 

*  Mr.  Faulkner, 

+  A  Chedder  letter,  is  a  letter  written  by  the  contribution  of 
feverai  friends,  each  furnifhing  a  paragraph.  The  name  is  bor- 
rowed from  that  of  a  large  and  excellent  cheefe  made  at  Chedder 
YiiSomerfetfiirey^htvt  all  the  dairies  contribute  to  make  the  chee/e, 
which  is  thus  made  of  new  milk,  or  frefli  creamy  of  which,  one 
dairy  not  furnifliing  a  fufficient  quantity,  the  common  pradiceis 
to  make  cheefe  of  milk  or  cream  that  has  been  fet  by,  till  a  proper 
-quantity  is  procured,  then  part  of  it  at  kail  is  ftale. 

verely 
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verely  cut*;  butthe  furgeon  thinkshim  in  no  danger 
ofloofing  the  ufe  of  his  fingers:  however,  hehaslately 
had  very  great  pains  in  that  arm  from  the  flioulder 
downwards,  which  might  create  a  fufpicion,  that 
fome  of  the  glafs  remains  ftill  in  the  flefli.  St.  Jndref 
fays,  there  is  none.  If  fo,  thefe  pains  are  owing  to  a 
cold  he  took  in  a  fit  of  gallantry,  which  carried  hinx 
acrofs  the  water  to  fee  Mrs.  Howard^  who  has  been 
extremely  ill,  but  is  much  better.   Juft  as  I  am  writ- 
ting,  I  hear,  that  dodlor  Arhuthnot  fays,  that  Pope's 
pains  are  rheumatic,  and  have  no  relation  to  his 
wound.  .He  fufFers  very  much;  I  v^ili  endeavour  to 
fee  him  to-morrow.    Let  me  here  from  you  as  often 
as  you  can  afford  to  write.  I  would  fayfomething  to 
you  of  myfelf,  if  I  had  any  good  to  fay;  but  1  am 
much  in  the  fame  way  in  which  you  left  me,  eter- 
nally bufy  about  trifles,  difagreeable  in  themfelves, 
but  rendered  fupportable  by  their  end  ;  which  is, 
to  enable  me  to' bury  myfelf  from  the  world  (who 
cannot  be  more  tired  of  me  than  I  am  of  it)  in  an 
agreeable  fepulchre.    I  hope  to  bring  this  about  by 
next  fpring,  and  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  my  fu- 
neral. Adieu. 

LETTER  CCXXXL 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  oaober  22,  1726. 

BEfore  I  fay  one  word  to  you  give  me  leave  to  fay 
fomething  of  the  other  gentleman's  affair.  The 

*  Dr.  Arhuthnot^  who  probably  knew  bed,  fays,  in  theiaft 
letter,  it  w:is  his  left  hand. 
\  The  Surgeon, 
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letter  was  feht;  arid  the  anfwer  was,  that  every  thing 
was  finiftied  and  concluded  according  to  orders,  and 
that  it  would  be  publicly  known  to  be  fo  in  a  very 
few  days;  fo  that,  I  think,  there  can  be  no  occafion 
for  his  writing  any  more  about  this  affair. 

The  letter  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Pope^  was  not  received 
till  eleven  or  twelve  days  after  date  ;  and  the  poft- 
office,  we  fuppofe,  have  very  vigilant  officers ;  for 
they  had  taken  care  to  make  him  pay  for  a  double 
letter.  I  wifli,  I  could  tell  you,  that  the  cutting  of 
the  tendons  of  two  of  his  fingers  was  a  joke ;  but  it 
is  really  fo  :  the  wound  is  quite  healed ;  his  hand  is 
ftill  weak^  and  the  two  fingers  drop  downwards,  as  I 
told  you  before  * ;  but,  I  hope,  it  will  be  very  little 
troublefome  or  detrimental  to  him.  In  anfwer  to  our 
letter  of  maps,  pictures,  and  receipts,  you  call  it  at 
tripartite  letter.  If  you  will  examine  it  once  again, 
you  will  find  fome  lines  of  Mrs  Howard^  and  fome 
of  Mr.  Pulteney^  which  you  have  not  taken  the  leafl 
notice  of.  The  receipt  of  the  veal  is  of  Monfieur 
Davaux^  Mr.  Pulteneys  cook ;  and  it  hath  been  ap- 
proved of  at  one  of  our  Twickenham  entertainments. 
The  difficulty  of  the  faucepan,  I  believe  you  v/ill 
find,  is  owing  to  a  negligence  in  perufing  the  manu- 
fcript;  for,  if  I  remember  right  it  is  there  called  a 
ftew-pan.  Your  earthen  vefTel,  provided  it  is  clofe 
flopped,  I  allow  to  be  a  good  fuccedaneum.  As  to  the 
boiling  chickens  in  a  wooden  bowl,  I  (hall  be  quite 

*  In  the  preceding  letter  he  fays,  no  tendon  13  cut:  he  muft 
therefore  refer  to  a  letter  not  in  this  collc^on,  if  his  memory 
did  not  fail  him. 

afliamed 
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afhamcd  to  confult  Mrs.  Howard  upon  your  account, 
who  thinks  herfelf  intirely  negleded  by  you,  in  not 
writing  to  her,  as  you  promifed :  however.  Jet  her 
take  it  as  fhe  will,  to  ferve  a  friend.  Til  Venture  to 
afk  it  of  her.  The  prince  *  and  his  family  come  to 
fettle  in  town  to-morrow.  ThatMr.Pz///^7/<fyexpe6ted 
^  an  anfwer  to  his  letter,  and  would  be  extremely 
pleafed  to  hear  from  you,  is  very  certain  ;  for  I  have 
heard  him  talk  of  it  with  expedation  for  above  a. 
fortnight. 

I  have  of  late  been  very  much  out  of  order  with  a 
flight  fever,  which  I  am  not  yet  quite  free  from.  It 
wasoccafioned  by  a  cold,  which  my  attendance  at  the 
Guild-Hall  improved.  I  have  not  a  friend,  who  has 
got  any  thing  under  my  adminiftration,  but  the 
duchefs  of  ^eenjbury^  who  hath  had  a  benefit  of  a 
thoufand  pounds.  Your  mentioning  Mr.  RoUinfon  \ 
fo  kindly  will,  I  know,  give  him  much  pleafure ^  for 
he  always  talks  of  you  with  great  regard,  and  the 
ftrongeft  terms  of  friendfhip.  He  hath  been  of  late 
ill  of  a  fever,  but  is  recovered  fo  as  to  go  abroad  and 
take  the  air. 

If  the  engravers  keep  their  word  with  me,  I  fhall 
be  able  topublifli  my  fables  foon  after  ChriJImas.  The 
doctor's  book  J  is  intirely  printed  off,  and  will  be  very 
foon  publifhed.  I  believe  you'll  expeS:, that  I  fliould  give 
you  fome  account  how  I  have  fpent  my  time  fmce  you 
left  me.  I  have  attended  my  diftreffed  friend  at  Twic^ 

*  The  prince  of  Waks^  afterwards  king  George  II. 
t  *  A  great  fi  lend  of  lord  Bolinghrokey  Dr.  S^jjift,  and  Mr. 
Tope.    He  married  the  widow  of  John  earl  df  Winch elfea.'' 
X  *  Arbuthnof%  tables  of  ancient  coins, 

4"  kenham^ 
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hnham^  and  been  his  amanuenfjs^  which  you  know  Is  n# 
idle  charge.  I  have  read  about  half  Virgil,  and  half 
Spencer  s  Fairy-queen,  I  ftill  defpife  court  preferments, 
fo  that  I  lofe  no  time  upon  attendance  on  great  men  ; 
and  ftill  can  find  amufement  enough  without  qua- 
drille, which  here  is  the  univerfal  employment  of  life, 

I  thought  you  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  me,  fo 
that  I  determined  not  to  ftir  out  of  my  lodgings  till  I 
had  anfwered  your  letter:  and,  I  think,  I  fhall  very 
probably  hear  more  of  the  matter  (which  I  mention 
in  the  firft  paragraph  of  this  letter)  as  foon  as  I  go 
abroad ;  for  I  expedt  it  every  day.  We  have  no  news 
as  yet  of  Mr.  Stopford  *:  Mr.  Rollinfon  told  me  he  fhall 
know  of  his  arrival,  and  will  fend  me  word.  Lord 
Bolinp-hroke  hath  been  to  make  a  vifit  to  Sir  William 
IVyndham.  I  hear  he  is  returned,  but  I  have  notfeen 
him.  If  1  had  been  in  a  better  ftate  of  health,  and 
Howard not  to  come  to  town  to-morrow, 
I  would  have  gone  to  Mr.  Pope's  to-day,  to  have  din- 
ed with  him  there  on  Monday. 

You  afK  me  how  to  addrefs  to  lord  B — ,  when  you 
are  difpofed  to  write  to  him.  If  you  mean  lord  Bur- 
lifigfony  he  is  not  yet  returned  from  France,  but  is  ex- 
pelled every  day.  If  you  mean  lord  Bathurjl,  he  is 
in  Gloucejlerfmre,  and  makes  but  a  very  fliort  ftay ;  fo 
that  if  you  diredl  to  one  of  them  in  'James  s-^quare, 
or  to  the  other  at  Burlington-houfe,  in  Piccadilly,  your 
letter  will  find  them.  I  will  make  your  compliments 
to  lord  CheJhrfield2ivA  Mr.  Pulteney\   and  I  beg  you, 

*  Rev.  Dr.  James  Stopford,  ftWow  "Trimty- College,  Dubim, 
afterwards  biOiop  of  Clojne, 

■f  Afterwards  countel's  of  Suffolk^  fr©m  whom  Gay  at  this  time 
kc-d  cxpe^ations. 

in 
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in  return,  to  make  mine  to  Mr.  Ford.  Next  week  I 
lhall  have  a  new  coat,  and  new  buttons,  for  the 
birth-day,  though  I  don't  know,  but  a  turn-coat 
might  have  been  more  for  my  advantage.  Yours 
moft  fincercly  and  afFe£tionately. 

P.  S .  I  hear  that  lord  Bolinghroke  will  be  in  town 
at  his  houfe  in  Pallmall  next  week. 

As  we  cannot  enjoy  any  good  things  without  your 
partaking  of  it,  accept  of  the  following  receipt  for 
Hewing  veal  *. 

Take  a  knuckle  of  veal  % 
You  may  buy  it,  orfteah 
In  a  few  pieces  cut  it : 
In  a  ftewing-pan  put  it. 
Salt,  pepper,  and  mace 
Muft  feafon  this  knuckle  ; 
Then  f  what^s  join'd  to  a  place 
With  other  herbs  muckle ; 
That,  which  killed  king  J/^//; 
And  what  never  ||  ftands  ftilU 
Some  §  fprigs  of  that  bed 
Where  children  are  bred. 
Which  much  you  will  mend,  if 
Both  fpinnage  and  endive, 

•  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Vulteney'%  cookj 
incntioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter,  verfified. 
\  Vulgo,  falarj'. 
\  Suppofed  forrel. 

\  This  is  by  Dr.  Bentley  thought  to  be  time,  or  thyme^ 
§  Parlley,    Vide  Qhamberlayne^ 

Vol.  U,  R  And 


And  Icttice,  and  beet. 

With  mairygold  meet^ 

Put  no  water  at  all  5 

For  it  niaketh  things  fmall. 

Which,  left  itfhould  happen, 

A  ^lofe  cover  dap  on. 

Put  this^  pot  of  *  IVood's  mettle 

In  a  hot  boiling  kettle,. 

And  there  let  it  be 

(Ma«rk  the  doftrinel  teach) 

About — let  me  fee, — 

Thrice  as  long  as  you  preach  f  - 

So  (kimming  the  fat  ofF, 

Say  grace  with  your  hat  off. 

O,  then !  with  what  rapture 

Will  it  fill  dean  and  chapter  ! 

LETTER  CCXXXil. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Fovr  8,  172^. 

I  Take  it  mighty  kindly,  that  a  man  of  your  high 
poft,  dear  Sir,  waspleafed  to  write  me  fo  long  a  let* 
ter.  I  look  upon  the  captain  Tom  of  a  great  nation  to 
be  a  much  greater  man  than  the  governor  of  it. 

I  am  forry  your  commiflion  . about  your  finger  has 
not  been  executed  fqoner.  It  is  not  Nanny  s  fault, 
who  has  fpoke  feveral  times  to  Dr.  Pepufch  about  li^ 

*  Copper. 

•J-  <  Which  wc  fuppofe  to  be  near  four  houri**' 
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and  wrote  three  or  four  letters,  and  received  for  an- 
fwer,  that  he  would  write  for  the  young  fellow;  but 
ftill,  nothing  is  done,  i  will  endeavour  to  get  his 
name  and  direction,  and  write  to  him  myfelf. 

Your  books  fhall  be  fent  as  directed :  they  have 
been  printed  above  a  month  ;  but  I  cannot  get  my 
fubfcribers  names  *.  I  will  make  over  all  my  profits 
to  you  for  the  property  of  Gzillive?*'s  travels ;  which^ 
I  believe,  will  have  as  great  a  run  as  John  Bunyan. 
Gulliver  is  a  happy  man,  that,  at  his  age,  can  write 
fuch  a  merry  book. 

I  made  my  lord  archbifhop's  f  compliments  to  her 
royal  highnefs,  who  returns  his  grace  her  thanks ;  at 
the  fame  time,  Mrs.  Howard  read  your  letter  to  her- 
felf.  The  princefs  immediately  feized  on  your  plaid  J 
for  her  own  ufe,  and  has  ordered  the  young  princefles 
to  be  clad  in  the  fame.  When  I  had  the  honour  to 
fee  her,  (he  was  reading  Gulliver^  and  was  juft  come 
to  the  paffage  of  the  hobbling  prince;  which  flic 
laughed  at.  I  tell  you  freely,  the  part  of  the  pro- 
jectors is  the  leaft  brilliant.  Lewis  ||  grumbles  a  little 
as  it,  and  fays,  he  wants  the  key  to  it,  and  is  daily 
refining.  I  fuppofe  he  will  be  able  to  publifli  like 
Barnevelt  §  in  time.  I  gave  your  fervice  to  lady  Har-- 

*  *  To  a  work,  in^to,  intltled.  Tables  of  ancient  Coins  ^  Weights^ 
4md  Meafuresy  explained  and  exemplified  in  fe<veral  Differtations^ 

f  « Pi  obably,  ardibifhpp  King  of  Dublin: 

J  The  Dean  lent  a  prcfent  of  fome  filk  plaids  from  Ireland^  for 
the  princefs  of  Walesy  and  the  young  princeffes. 

II  *  Erafmus  Le^is,  Efq;' 

§  This  refers  to  pamphlet,  intitled,  A  Key  to  the  Lock  :  Or,  a 
T reatife  pronjing  beyond  all  Contradi^ion  the  dangerous  Teiidency  of 
ulatepQem^  intitled,  The  rape  of  the  Loch  ^  togoncrnment  dndReli- 
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v^y.  She  is  in  a  little  fort  of  a  miff  about  a  balhcl, 
that  was  wrote  on  her,  to  the  tune  of  Molly  Mog^  and 
fent  to  her,  in  the  name  of  a  begging  poet.  She  was 
bit,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  begging  poet,  and  de- 
fined him  to  change  two  double  entendres  ;  which  the 
authors,  Mr.  Pultney  and  lord  Chejierfield^  changed 
to  fingle  entendres.  I  was  againft  that,  though  I  had 
a  hand  in  the  flrft.  She  is  not  difpleafed,  I  believe, 
with  the  ballad,  but  only  with  being  bit. 

There  has  been  a  comical  paper  about  quadrille  *j 
defcribing  it  in  the  terms  of  a  lewd  debauch  among 
four  ladies,  meeting  four  gallants,  two  of  a  ruddy, 
and  two  of  a  fwarthy  complexion,  talking  of  their 
a  es,  l$c>  The  riddle  is  carried  on  in  pretty 
ftrong  terms  :  it  was  not  found  out  a  long  time.  The 
ladies,  imagining  it  to  b^areal  thing,  began  to  guef^j 
who  were  of  the  party*  A  great  minifter  was  for 
hanging  the  author.  In  ihort„  it  has  made  very  good 
fport. 

Gay  has  had  a  little  fever,  but  is  pretty  well  reco- 
vered :  fo  is  Mr.  Pope.  We  ftiall  meet  at  lord  BoUng^ 
bro.k€*s  on  Thurfday^  in  town,  at  dinner,  and  remem- 
ber you.  Gulliver  is  in  every  body's  hands.  Lord 
Scarborough^  who  is  no  inventor  of  ftories,  told  me, 
that  he  fell  in  company  with  a  mafter  of  a  fliip,  who 
told  him,  that  he  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
liver-^  but  that  the  printer  had  miftaken,  that  he 

gton.  By  Efdras  Barne-uelty  Apothecary,  The  fecond  edition  of 
this  piece  was  pubiifhed  1715,  8vo. 
*  Written  by  Mr,  Qongrsve* 

lived 


C  245  ] 

lived  in  Wapping^  and  not  at  Rotherhithe.  I  lent  the 
book  to  an  old  gentleman,  who  went  immefdiately  to 
his  map  to  fearch  for  Lilliput* 

We  expe£t  war  here.  The  city  of  London  are  all 
crying  out  for  it,  that  they  ftiall  be  undone  without 
it,  there  being  now  a  total  ftoppage  of  all  trade.  I 
think  one  of  the  beft  courfes  will  be,  to  rig  out  a  pri- 
vateer for  the  TVeJi  Indies.  Will  you  be  concerned  ? 
Wc  will  build  her  at  Bermudas^  and  get  Mr.  dean 
Berkeley  *  to  be  our  manager, 

I  had  the  honour  to  fee  lord  Oxford^  who  afked 
kindly  for  you,  and  faid  he  would  write  to  you.  If 
the  projedl  goes  on  of  printing  fome  papers,  he  has 
promifed  to  give  copies  of  fome  things,  which  I  be- 
lieve can  not  be  found  el  fewhere.  My  brother  Roberthzs 
been  very  ill  of  a  rheumatifm.  Wiftiing  you  all  health 
and  happinefs,  and  not  daring  to  write  my  paper  on 
the  other  fide,  I  muft  remain^  dear  Sir,  your  moft 
faithful  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOT. 

♦  He  formed  adefign  of  fixing  an  univerfity  in  the  Bermudas* 
Sec  note  on  BQli?igbroke"s  letter,  dated  Julj  24,  17^5. 
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LETTER  CCXXXIir. 
Mrs.  Howard  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Nov.  172^. 

I  Did  not  expeft,  that  the  fight  of  my  ring  would 
produce  the  efFefts  it  has.  I  was  in  fuch  a  hurry  ta 
Ihevy  your  plaid  to  the  princefs,  that  I  could  not  ftay 
to  put  it  into  the  lhape  you  defired.  It  pleafed  ex-^ 
tremely,  and  I  have  orders  to  fit  it  up  according  to 
the  firft  defign  ;  but  as  this  is  not  proper  for  the  pub- 
lic, you  are  defired  to  fend  over,  for  the  fame  prin- 
cefs's  ufe,  the  height  of  the  Brobdingnag  dwarf  mul- 
tiplied by  2|.  The  young  princefles  mufi:  be  tajcen 
care  of  >  theirs  muft  be  in  three  fliares :  for  a  fhort 
method,  you  may  draw  a  line  of  20  feet,  and  upon 
that,  by  two  circles,  form  an  equilateral  triangle; 
then  meafuring  each  fide,  you  will  find  the  proper 
quantity  and  proper  divifion.  If  you  want  a  more 
particular  or  better  rule,  I  refer  you  to  the  academy 
of  Legado  I  am  of  opinion  many  of  this  kingdom 
will  foon  appear  in  your  plaid.  To  this  end  it  wilj 
be  highly  neceflary,  that  care  be  taken  of  difpofing  of 
the  purple,  the  yellow  and  white  filks  ;  and  though 
the  greens  are  for  the  princefles,  the  officers  are  very 
vigilant  5  fo  take  care  they  are  not  feized.  Don't 
forget  to  be  obfervant  how  you  difpofeof  the  colours. 
I  lhall  take  all  particular  precautions  to  have  the  mo- 
ney ready,  and  to  return  it  the  way  you  judge  fafefl:, 

*  Sec  Gulliver''^  travels, 

I  think 
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I  tTiInk  It  would  be  worth  your  refleaing  in  what 
manner  the  chequer  might  be  beft  managed. 

The  princefs  will  take  care,  that  you  (hall  have 
pumps  fufficient  to  ferve  you  till  you  return  to  Eng^ 
land ;  but  thinks  you  cannot,  in  common  decency, 
appears  in  heels  *,  and  therefore  advifes  your  keeping 
clofe  till  they  arrive.    Here  are  fe veral  LilUpuiian  ma- 
thematicians, fo  that  the  length  of  your  head,  or  of 
your  foot,  is  a  fufficient  meafure.    S  end  it  by  the  firft 
opportunity.    Don't  forget  our  good  friends  the  500 
weavers.    You  may  omit  the  gold  thread.  Many 
difputes  have  arifen  here,  whether  the  Big-Endians 
and  Lejer-Endians  ever  differed  in  opinion  about  the 
breaking  of  eggs,  when  they  were  to  be  either  but- 
tered or  poached  ?   Or  whether  this  part  of  cookery 
was  ever  known  in  LilUput?  I  cannot  conclude  v/ith- 
out  telling  you,  that  our  Ifland  is  in  great  jdy;  one  of 
our  yahoos  has  been  delivered  of  a  creature,  half 
ram  and  half  yahoo  ;  and  another  has  brought  forth 
four  perfea  black  f  rabbits.    May  wenothope,  and, 
with  fome  probability,  expeft,  that,  in  time,  our 
female  yahoos  will  produce  a  race  of  Houyhnhnms  ?  I 

am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

SIEVE  YAHOOS 

•  See  Gulliver'^  travels,  where  high  and  low  heels  are  madtf 

the  diftin6lion  of  political  parties. 

t  This  alludes  to  a  famous  impoftor,  Mary  toffs,  Godal- 
mn,  inSurry,  called  the  rabbit-woman,  who,  inNo-v.  1726,  pre 
tended  to  be  delivered  of  living  rabbits,  and  impofed,  among 
others,  upon  St.  Andree^  a  phyfician,  who  was  her  advocate, 
I  think,  in  print. 

X  Sie^eYahoo  is  a  name  given  by  i'w/^,  in  his  GuUi^er\  tra- 
vels, to  a  court  lady.  _ 
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LETTER  CCXXXIV. 
The  Earl  of  Peter  borow  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Y       ^"^^9  Novemb.  29,  172^. 

1  Was  endeavouring  to  give  an  anfwer  to  yours  in  a 
new  dialed,  which  moft  of  us  are  very  fond  of.  I  de- 
pended much  upon  a  lady,  who  had  a  good  ear,  and  a 
pliant  tongue,  in  hopes  fhe  might  have  taught  me  to 
draw  founds  out  of  confonants.  But  flie,  beinga  pro- 
fefled  friend  to  the  Italian  fpeech  and  vowels,  would 
give  me  no  afliftance,  and  fo  I  am  forced  to  write  to 
you  in  the  Tahoo  language. 

The  new  one  in  fafhion  is  much  ftudied,  and  great 
pains  taken  about  the  pronunciation.  Every  body 
(fince  a  new  turn)  approves  of  it  ;  but  the  women 
feem  moft  fatisfied,  who  declare  for  few  words  and 
horfe-performance.  It  fulEces  to  let  you  know,  that 
there  is  a  neighing  duetto  appointed  for  the  next 
opera. 

Strange  diftempers  rage  in  the  nation,  which  your 
friend  the  •  dcftor  takes  no  care  of.  In  fome,  the 
imagination  is  ftruck  with  the  apprehenlion  of  fvvel- 
ling  to  a  giant,  or  dwindling  to  a  pigmy.  Others 
expeft  an  oration  equal  to  any  of  Cicero's  from  an 
eloquent  barb,  and  fome  take  the  braying  of  an  aft 
for  the  emperor's  fpeech  in  favour  of  the  Vienna  al- 
liance. The  knowledge  of  the  ancient  world  is  of 
no  ufe  ;  men  have  loft  their  titles ;  continents  and 
illando  have  got  new  names,  juft  upon  the  appearance 

*  Probably  Arkithnoi, 

of 
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bf  a  certain  book  Women  bring  forth  rabbits  f 
and  every  man  whofe  wife  has  conceived^  expedls  art 
heir  with  four  legs.  It  was  concluded  not  long  ago, 
that  fuch  confufion  could  be  only  brought  about  by 
the  black  art,  and  by  the  fpelh  of  a  notorious  fcrib- 
bling  X  magician,  who  was  generally  fufpecled,  and 
was  to  be  recommended  to  the  mercy  of  the  inquifi- 
tion.  Indictments  were  upon  the  anvil,  a  charge  of 
forcery  preparing,  and  Merlin's  friends  were  afraid, 
that  the  exafpcratcd  pettifoggers  would  perfuade  the 
jury  to  bring  in  hil/a  vera.  For  they  pretended  to 
bring  in  certain  proofs  of  his  appearance  in  feveral 
fhapes,  at  one  time  a  drapier  || ;  at  another  a  IFapping 
furgeon  §,  fometimes  anardac,  fometimes  a  reverend 
divine*  Nay  more,  that  he  could  raife  the  dead  ; 
that  he  had  brought  philofophers,  heroes,  and  poets 
in  the  famecaravan  from  the  other  world;  and,  after 
a  few  queftions,  had  fent  them  all  to  play  at  quadrille 
in  a  flying  ifland  of  his  own. 

This  was  the  fcene  not  many  days  ago,  and  burn- 
ing was  too  good  for  the  wizard.  But  what  muta- 
tions amongft  th^  Li/liputians!  The  greateft  lady  ia 
the  nation  refolves  to  fend  a  pair  of  (hoes  without 
heels  to  captain  Gulliver:  fhe  takes  vi  et  armis  the 
plaid  from  the  lady  it  was  fent  to,  which  is  foon  to 
appear  upon  her  royal  perfon ;  and  now,  who  but 

*  Gulli'ver*^  travels. 

f  *  Mary  Ti?/?/ pretended  to  do  this ;  but  being  brought  up  to 
town,  and  well  watched,  the  impoilure  was  detected,' 
X  The  Dean. 

H  In  the  drapier's  letters  againft  Wood:%  halfpence. 
S  Lemuel  Gulliver^ 

captain 
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captain  Gulliver?  The  captain  indeed  has  nothing 
more  to  do  but  to  chalk  his  pumps,  learn  to  dance 
upon  the  rope,  and  I  may  yet  live  to  fee  him  a  bi- 
ihop.  Verily,  verily,  I  believe  he  never  was  in  fuch 
imminent  danger  of  preferment.  Sir,  your  affec- 
tionate tar* 

LETTER  CCXXXV. 
Earl  of  Peterborow^  to  Dr.  S  V7 1  f  t. 
SIR, 

One  of  your  IrtJI)  heroes,  that,  from  the  extremi- 
ty of  our  Engltjh  land,  came  to  deftroy  the  wicked 
brazen  projeft  defires  to  meet  you  on  Monday  next 
Par/on  s-Green.  If  you  are  not  engaged,  I  will 
fend  my  coach  for  you, 

Robert  Walpole^  any  morning,  except  Tw^^^  and 
Thurfday  (which  are  his  public  days)  about  nine 
o'clock,  will  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  his  London  houfe. 
On  Monday y  if  I  fee  you,  I  will  give  you  a  fuller 
account.    Your  affe£tionate  fervant, 

PETERBOROWt 

Saturday  Evening, 

*  W&od'i  halfpence. 
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LETTER  CCXXXVI 
Lady  BoLiNGBROKE^to  Dr.  Swift. 

de  Dawleo,  ce  premier  Fevrier,  1726-7. 

ONm^adlt,  monfieur,  quevous  vous  plaignesde 
n'avoir  point  re^u  de  mes  lettres.  Vous  avez  tort :  je 
vous  trait  ecomme  les  divinites,  quitiennentconteaux 
hommes  de  leurs  intentions.    II  y  a  dix  ans,  que  j'ai 
celle  de  vous  ecrire;  avant  que  d'avoir  I'honneur  de 
vous  connoitre,  Tidee,  que  je  me  faifois  de  votre  gra- 
vite,  me  retenoit:  depuis  que  j'ay  eu  celui  devoir 
votre  reverence,  je  ne  me  fuis  pas  trouvee  afies  d'ima- 
gination  pour  I'hazarder.    Un  certain  monfieur  de 
Gulliver  avoit  un  peu  remis  en  mouvement  cette 
pauvre  imagination  fi  eteinte  par  Fair  de  Londresy  & 
par  des  converfations  dont  je  n'entend  que  le  bruit, 
je  voulume  faifir  de  ce  moment  pour  vous  ecrire,  mais 
je  tomboit  malade,  &  je  Tai  toujours  ete  depuis  trois 
mois.    Je  profite  done,  monfieur,  de  premier  retour 
de  ma  fante  de  vous  remercier  de  vos  reproches,  dont 
je  fuis  tres  flattee,  &  pour  vous  dire  un  mot  de  mon 
ami  monfieur  Gulliver.     J'aprend  avec  une  grande 
fatisfaftion,  qu'il  vient  d'etre  traduit  en  Franfois^ 
&  comme  mon  fejour  en  Angleterre  a  beaucoup  re- 
double mon  amitie  pour  mon  pays  &  pour  mes  com- 

*  *  Second  wife  of  lord  vii^count  Bolm^broke,  born  in  France. 
She  had  beenfecond  wife  to  the  marquis  de  ViUettey  chef  d'efcadre, 
nephew  or  coufin  to  madame  de  Maintenon.  See  V oltatre^s  Steele  de 
if-^zV  XIV. torn.  II.  She  died  M/xrr/j  18,  1749.  LordBolhig^ 
broke  furvived  her,  dying  December  15,  1751,  a^ed  78/ 

patriotes. 


patriotes,  je  fuls  ravis  qu'ils  puiflent  partlciper  aa 
plaifir,  que  m'a  fait  ce  bon  monfieur,  &  pfofiter  de 
fes  decouvertes.    Je  ne  defefpere  pas  que  12  vaifleax 
que  la  France  vient  d'armer  ne  puiflent  etre  deftinea 
une  ambafl^ade  ches  meflieurs  les  Houyhnhmis.  En  ce 
cas  je  vous  propoferai,  que  nous  faflions  ce  .voyage. 
En  attendant  je  fais  bon  gre  a  un  ouvrier  de  votre 
nation,  qui  pour  inftruire  les  dames,  lefquellescomme 
'  vous  fcavies,  monfieur,  (font  ici  un  grand  ufage)  dc 
lours  eventails,  en  a  fait  faire  ou  toutes  les  avan- 
tures  de  notre  vcridique  voyageur  font  depeintes. 
Vou2r  juges  bien  quelle  part  il  va  avoir  dans  leurs  con- 
vcrfation.  Cela  fera  a  la  verite  beaucoup  de  tort  a  la 
pluye  &  au  beau  terns,  qui  en  remplifoientune  partie, 
&  en  mon  particulier  je  ferai  privce  des  very  cold  & 
very  warm,  qui  font  les  peu  mots  que  j'entcnde.  Jc 
conte  de  vous  envoyer  des  ces  eventails  par  un  de  vos 
amis*    Vous  vous  en  ferez  un  merite  avec  les  dames 
Slrelande^  fi  tant  eft  que  vous  en  ayes  befoin ;  ce  que 
je  ne  croi  pas,  dti  moins  fi  elles  penfent  comme  les 
Fran^oifes.    Le  Seigneur  Ac  Dawley^  Mr.  Popey  & 
xno'i  fommes  ici  occupes  aboire,  manger,  dormir,  ou 
ne  ainfaire  priant  Dieu  qu'a  rien  fi  foit  dc  vous. 
Revenes  ce  printems  nous  revoir,  monfieur,  attend 
votre  retour  avec  impatience  pour  tuer  le  boeuf  le 
plus  pefant,  &  le  cochon  le  plus  gros,  qui  foit  dans 
ma  ferme ;  Tun  &  Tautre  feront  fervis  en  entier  fur  la 
table  de  votre  reverence,  craint  qu'elle  n'aucun  mon 
cufmier  deguifement,  Vqus  brillieres  parmi  nous  du 
moins  autant  que  parmi  vos  Chanoins,  &  nous  ne 
ferons  pas  moins  cmprcfle  a  vous  plaire.  Je  le  difpu- 

tern 


terai  a  tout  autre,  etant  plus  que  perfonne  du  mondc 
votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeiflante  fervante. 

LETTER  CCXXXVII. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift, 


T 


Feb.  17,  172^-7. 

His  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  I  cannot  ne- 
glecl,  though  I  would  have  lefs  to  fay  to  you  than  I 
fliould  have  by  another  conveyance.  Mr.  Stopford 
being  fully  informed  of  all  that  pafles  in  this  boifter- 
ous  climate  of  ours,  and  carrying  with  him  a  caro-o 
of  our  weekly  produdlons.  You  will  find  anger  oa 
one  fide,  and  rage  on  the  other;  fatire  on  one  fide, 
and  defamation  on  the  other.  Ah!  ou  eji  Grlllont 
You  fufFer  much  where  you  are,  as  you  tell  me,  in  an 
old  letter  of  yours,  which  I  have  before  me;  but  you 
fulFer  with  the  hopes  of  paffing  next  fummer  between 
Dawley?ind  Twickenham-,  and  thefe  hopes,  you  flatter 
us,  are  enough  to  fupport  your  fpirits.  Remember 
this  folemn  renewal  of  your  engagements.  Remem- 
ber, that  though  you  are  a  dean,  you  are  not  great 
enough  to  defpife  the  reproach  of  breakingyourword* 
Your  deafnefs  muft  not  be  a  hackney  excufe  to  you, 
as  it  was  to  Oxford.  What  matter,  if  you  are  deaf? 
what  matter,  if  you  cannot  hear  what  we  fay?  You 
are  not  dumb,  and  we  fhall  hear  you,  and  that's 
enough.  My  wife  writes  to  you  herfelf,  and  fends 
you  fome  fans  juft  arrived  from  Lilliput,  which  you 
will  difpok  of  to  the  prefent  Sul/a^  whoever  fiie  be* 

Adieu, 
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Adieu,  (tear  friend ;  I  cannot  in  confcience  keep  ydii 
any  longer  from  enjoying  Mr.  Stopford^s  converfation. 
I  am  hurrying  myfclf  here,  that  I  may  get  a  day  or 
two  for  DatvUy^  where  I  hope,  that  you  will  find  me 
eftabliftied  at  your  return.  There  I  hope  to  finifli  my 
days  in  cafe,,  without  floth;  and  believe  I  (hall  fel- 
dom  vifit  London^  unlefs  it  be  to  divert  myfelf  now  and 
then  with  annoying  fools  and  knaves  for  a  month  or 
two.  Once  more  adieu  j  no  man  loves  you  better 
•than  your  faithful. 


LETTER  eCXXXVIIL 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  Feb.  18,  1726-7. 

I  Believe  it  is  now  my  turn  to  write  to  you,  though 
Mr.  Pope  hath  taken  all  I  have  to  fay,  and  put  it 
into  a  long  letter,  which  is  fent  too  by  Mr.  Stop-- 
ford:  but  however,  I  could  not  omit  this  occafion  for 
thanking  you  for  his  acquaintance.  I  don't  kno\V 
whether  I  ought  to  thank  you  or  not,  confidering  I 
have  loft  him  fo  foon,  though  he  hath  given  me  fome 
hopes  of  feeing  him  in  the  fummer.  He  will  give  you 
an  account  of  our  negotiations  together;  and  I  may 
now  glory  in  my  fuccefs,  fmcc  I  could  contribute  ta 
his.  We  dined  together  to-day  at  the  dolor's,  who> 
with  me,  was  in  high  delight  upon  an  information 
Mr.  Stopford  gave  us,  that  we  are  like  to  fee  you  foon. 
My  fables  are  printed;  bur  I  cannot  get  my  plates 
finiflied,  which  hinders  the  publication.    I  expeft 

^  nothing. 
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nothing^,  and  am  like  to  get  nothing.    It  is  needlefs 
to  write,  for  Mr.  Sfopford  can  acquaint  you  of  my 
affairs  more  fully  than  I  can  in  a  letter.    Mrs.  How-* 
erd  defires  me  to  make  her  compliments ;  fhe  hath 
been  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health  all  this  winter,  but  I 
hope  is  fome  what  better.    I  have  been  very  mucli 
out  of  order  myfelf  for  the  moft  part  of  the  winter: 
upon  my  being  let  blood  laft  week,  my  cough  and 
head-ach  are  much  better.    Mrs,  jB/<?z^«/ always  afks 
after  you.    I  refufed  fupping  at  Burlington  houfe, 
in  regard  to  my  health;  and  this  morning  I  walked 
two  hours  in  the  park.   The  contempt  of  the  world 
grows  upon  me,  and  I  now  begin  to  be  richer  and 
richer  \  for  I  find  I  could,  every  morning  I  awake,, 
be  content  with  lefs  than  I  aimed  at  the  day  before. 
1  fanfy,  in  time,  I  fliall  bring  myfelf  into  thatftatej, 
which  no  man  ever  knew  before  me.    In  thinking  I 
have  enough,  I  really  am  afraid  to  be  content  with 
too  little,  left  my  good  friends  fliould  cenfure  me  for 
indolence,  and  the  want  of  a  laudable  ambition.  So 
that  it  will  be  abfalutely  necelTary  forme  to  improve 
my  fortune  to  content  them.  How  folicitous  is  man- 
kind to  pleafe  others  ?  Pray  give  my  fincere  fervice 
to  Mr.  Fovd.    Dear  Sir,  yours  moft  alFe<aionately, 

J,    G  A  Y. 


L  E 
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LETTER  CCXXXIX. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr,  Swift. 

May  18,  1727. 

I  Lived  on  Tuefday  with  you  and  Pope.  Yefterday* 
another  of  my  friends  found  his  way  to  this  retreat 
and  I  fhall  pafs  this  day  alone.  Would  to  God  my 
whole  life  could  be  divided  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
two  thirds  to  friendfhip,  one  third  to  myfelf,  and  not 
a  moment  of  it  to  the  world. 

In  the  epiftle,  a  part  of  which  you.  (hewed  me, 
mention  is  made  of  the  author  of  three  Occafional  Let-* 
Urs  a  perfon  intirely  unknown.  I  would  have  you 
infmuate  there,  that  the  only  reafon  Walpole  can  have 
had  to  afcribe  them  to  a  particular  perfon,  is  I  had  the 
authority  of  one  of  his  fpies,  who  wriggles  himfelf 
into  the  company  of  thofe,  who  neither  love,  efteem, 
nor  fear  the  minifter,  that  he  may  report,  not  what 
he  hears  (fince  no  man  fpeaks  with  any  freedom  be- 
fore him)  but  what  he  guefles. 

I  was  interrupted  yefterday  when  I  leaft  expelled 
it ;  and  I  am  going  to  day  to  London^  where  I  hear 
that  my  wife  is  not  \t:ry  well.  Let  me  know  how 
Mrs.  Pope  does. 

1  bad  a  hint  or  two  more  for  you  ;  but  they  have 
Crpped  out  of  my  memory.  Do  not  forget  the  fixty 
nor  the  tv/enty  guineas,   nor  the  min —  character 

Printed  in  his  lord/hip's  works.  They  were  firft  pub» 
lifticd  in  Feb 9  1726. 

2  trjinf- 
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transferred  into  the  adminiftratiom^  Adieu,  I  am 
very  faithfully  yours,  my  dear  and  reverend  Dean*' 
I  embrace  P^?^^.  i 
Friday  morning  • 

L  E  T  T  E  R  CCXL- 

Lord  BoLINGBROKE  to  Dr.  S  W  I  F  J, 


-  « »  [ 


Saturday,  at  Pope's,  June  24,  1727. 

I  AmgoingtoiW^?;^,  and  intend  to  carry  this  letter, 
which  I  will  give  you,  if  I  fee  you,  and  leave  for  you, 
if  I  do  not  fee  you. 

Th  ere  would  not  be  common  fenfe  in  your  going 
into  France  at  this  junflure,  even  if  you  intended  to 
ftay  there  long  enough  to  draw  the  fole  pleafure  and 
profit  which  I  propofe  you  fliould  have  in  the  ac- 
quaintance I  am  ready  to  give  you  there.  Much  lefs 
ought  you  to  think  of  fuch  an  unmeaning  journey, 
when  the  opportunity  for  quitting  Ireland  hvEngla7id 
is,  I  believe,  fairly  before  you*.  To  hanker  after  a 
courtisfitformen  with  blue  ribbands,  pompous  titles 
andovergrowneftates.  Itisbeloweitheryouorme;  one 
ofwhomnevermadehisfortune,  and  the  other's  turned 
rotten  at  the  very  moment  it  grew  ripe.  But,  with- 
out hankering,  without  afTuming  a  fuppliant  depen- 
dent's air,  you  may  fpend  \n  England  all  the  time  you 
can  be  abfent  from  Ireland^  &  fairs  la  guerre  a  Voeih 
Therehas  not  beenfomuch  inactivity  as  you  imagine; 
but  I  cannot  anfvver  for  contingencies;  Adieu. 


*  Seealctterfrom  Dr.  S^ift  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  dated  24  J. 
X727.    vol.  xii.  p.  213,  edit.  8vo,  1755, 

V  aL.  II.  S  jf 


-If  you  can  call  on  me  to-morrow  morning,  in  your 
way  to  church,  about  ten  o'clock,  you  will  find  me 
juft  returning  to  Cranford  from  the  Pall-malL 

I  fliall  return  again  to  London  on  Monday  evening. 

LETTER  CCXLL 

Lord  BOXINGBROKE  to  Dr.  S  W  I  F  T. 

Cranford,.  Tuefday. 

I  Have  fo  fevere  a  defludiion  of  rheum  on  both  my 
eyes,  that  I  dare  hardly  ftir  abroad.    You  will  be 
ready  to  fay,  Phyfician,  cure  thyfelf ;  and  that  is 
what  I  am  about.    I  took  away,  by  cupping,  yefter- 
day  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  ;  and  fuch  an  operation 
would,  I  believe,  have  don«  you  more  good  than 
fteel,  bitters,  waters  and  drops.    I  wifli  John  Gay 
fuccefs  in  his  purfuit;  but  I  think  he  has  fome  quali^ 
ties,  which  will  keep  him  down  in  the  world.  Good 
God  IjWhatisman  ?  polifhed,  civilized,  learned  man ! 
A  liberal  education  fits  him  for  flavery and  the  pains 
he  has  taken  gives  him  the  noble  pretention  of  dang- 
ling away  life  in  an  antichamber,  or  of  employing 
real  talents  to  ferve  thofe,.  who  have  none ;  or, 
which  is  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  of  making  hisreafon 
and  his  knowledge  ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  other 
mens  follies  and  vices.  You  fay  not  a  word  to  me  about 
the  public,  of  whom  I  think  as  feldom  as  po^Eble.  I 
confider  myfelf  as  a  man  with  fome  little  fatisfadion, 
and  with  fome  ufe  ;  but  I  have  no  pleafure  in  think- 
ing I  am  an  Englijhman  \  nor  is  it,  I  doubt,  to  much 

purpofe 
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purpofe  toa£llike  one,  Serpit  enim  res,  qua procUvls 
cd  perniciem>i  cum  femel  capit,  lahitur»  Plurcs  enim 
difQunt  quemadmodum  hac fiant,  quam  quemadmodufn  his 
refiftatur.  Adieu. 

Let  me  know  how  you  do.  If  your  landlord  *  is 
returned,  my  kindeft  fervices  to  him. 

LETTER  CCXLIL 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Sunday.  Indorfed     On  going  to  France^  about  June,  1727/* 

You  may  be  fure  of  letters  from  me  to  people,  who 
will  receive  you  with  all  the  honours  due  to  fo  great  a 
traveller,  and  fo  exa6l  an  author.  I  am  obliged  to 
ftay  in  the  country  to-morrow,  by  fome  b.ufmefs  re- 
lating to  my  poor  farm,  which  I  would  willingly 
make  a  rich  one  ;  and  for  which  purpofe  a  perfon  is 
with  me,  who  comes  from  Suffolk  on  my  fummons. 

On  Tuefday,  by  feven  in  the  evening,  I  will  cer- 
tainly be  in  the  Pall-maU,  and  there  you  fhall  have, 
if  you  meet  me,  and  not  otherwife,  both  my  letters 
and  inftrudtions,  which  will  be  of  ufe  to  you. 

Raillery  apart ;  fince  you  do  go  into  France,  I  fliall 
be  glad  to  talk  with  you  before  your  departure;  and 
I  fancy  you  would  not  leave  England  without  embra- 
cing the  man  \n England,  who  lovesyou  beft.  Adieu. 
My  beft  fervices  attend  all  with  you. 

*  Mr.  Popfy  the  Dean  being  at  Twickenham, 


LET 


LETTER  CCXLIII3 

Lord  BOLINGBROKE  to  Dr.  S  W  I  F  T. 

Tuefday. 

T  Return  you  the   papers,  which  I   have  read 
twice  over  fince  you  was  here.    They  are  extremely 
well ;  but  the  Craftfman  has  not  only  advertifed  the 
public,  that  he  intended  to  turn  news-writer,  he  has 
begun^  and  for  fome  v^eks  continued  to  appear  un- 
der that  new  character.  This  confideration inclines  me 
to  think,  that  another  turn  might  be  given  to  the  in- 
troduction ;  and  perhaps  this  would  naturally  call 
for  a  fourth  letter  from  the  Occafimal  Writer^  to  ac- 
count for  his  filence,  to  profecute  your  argument,  to 
Hate  the  prefent  difputes  about  political  affairs;  and, 
in  fhort,  to  revive  and  animate  the  paper  war.  When 
we  meet  next,  I  will  explain  myfelf  better  than  I  can 
do  by  a  letter  writ  in  haffe,  with  mowers  and  hay- 
makers about  me.    Adieu,    Let  Po^e  fliare  my  em- 
braces with  you. 

LETTER  CCXLIV. 
Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Thurfday. 

Lord  B.  is  fo  ill,  and  fo  much  alone,  the  common 
fate  of  thofe  who  are  out  of  pov/er,  that  I  have  not 
left  him  one  day  fince  my  return  from  London.  Let 
me  know  how  you  are.  Say  fomething  very  kind 
from  me  to  Po^e.  Tofs  John  Gay  over  the  water  to 
Richmond^  if  he  is  with  you.  Adieu. 
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LETTER  CCXLV. 
Mr,  PuLTENEY  to  Mr.  Pope. 

X  Am  obliged  to  you  all  for  your  compliments,  and, 
when  the  Dean  is  well  enough,  I  hope  to  fee  you  in 
town.  You  will  probably  find  me  a  much  happier 
man  than  when  you  faw  me  laft ;  for  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  in  an  hour  or  two  I  ^hall  be  once  more  blefTed 
with  a  fon.  Mrs  Pulteney  is  now  in  labour :  if  flie  does 
well,  and  brings  me  a  boy,  I  fliall  not  care  one  fix- 
pence  how  much  longer  Sir  Robert^ governs  England^ 
or  Horace  f  governs  France,  I  am  ever  yours.    W.  P. 

Eleven  o'clock,  Tuefday  morning* 

LETTER  CCXLVL 

v 

Mrs.  Howard  %  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Aug.  1727. 

I  Write  to  you  to  pleafe  myfelf.  I  hear  you  are 
melancholy  becaufe  you  have  a  bad  head,  and  deaf 

•  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

f  Horace  Walpole^  Brother  to  Sir  Rdberty  ambafTador  in 
France. 

X  This  lady,  who  was  fifterto  Johny  late  earl  of  Buckingham" 
Jhtre^  went,  in  the  prime  ofheryouth,  to  the  court  of  Hanover^ 
with  her  hufband,  the  hon.  Charles  HoivarJ,  andbecame  of  the 
bedchamber  to  the  eleftoral  princefs,  afterwards  princefs  of  Wales, 
and  then  queen  Caroline,  Upon  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  flie  came 
over  with  her  miftrefs,  and  was  reckoned  the  greate ft  favourite  at 
leicejler-haufe.  Some  time  after  the  accefTion  of  George  II.  her 

S  3  huf- 
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ears.    Thefe  are  two  misfortunes  I  have  laboured  un- 
der thefe  many  years,  and  yet  was  never  peevifli  with 
myfelf  or  the  world.    Have  I  more  philofophy  and 
refolution  than  you  ?  Or  am  I  fo  ftupid  I  don't  feel  the 
evil  ?  Is  this  meant  in  a  good-natured  view  ;  Or  do 
I  mean,  that  I  pleafe  myfelf,  when  I  infult  over  you  ? 
Anfwer  thefe  queries  in  writing,  if  poifon  or  other 
methods  don't  enable  you  foon  to  appear  in  perfon. 
Though  I  make  ufe  of  your  own  word  poifon,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  it  is  nonfenfe ;  and  I  defire  you 
will  take  more  care,  for  the  time  to  come,  how  you 
endeavour  to  impofe  upon  my  underftanding,  by 
making  no  ufe  of  your  own.    I  am,  ^ u 


LETTER  CCXLVII. 
Mrs.  Howard  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Sept.  17^7. 

I  Did  defire  you  to  write  me  a  love  letter  ^  but  I 
never  did  defire  you  to  talk  of  marrying  me.  I  had 
rather  you  and  I  were  dumb,  as  well  as  deaf,  for  ever, 
than  that  ftiould  happen.  I  would  take  your  giddi- 
nefs,  your  head-ach,  or  any  other  complaint  you 

hufband  became  earl  of  Suffolk,  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother 
Ednjuard,  tdivl  of  Suffolk]  and  in  a  few  years  Ihe  retired  from  court. 
She  furvived  her  firft  huiband  (by  whom  (he  had  one  fon  Henrj, 
who  fucceeded  his  father,  and  died  without  iffue)  and  being  coun- 
tefs  dowager  of  ^/#/^,  married  the  hon.  Mr.  George  Berkeley, 
brother  to  lady  Betty  Germain^  in  the  year  1735.  See  lady  B. 
G.^s  latter,  dated  7://^'  12,  i735«  , 
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have,  torefembleyouInonecircumftanceoniTe.  So 
that  I  infift  upon  your  thinking  yourfelf  a  very  happy 
man,  at  Icaft  whenever  you  make  a  companfon  be- 
tween yourfelf  and  me.    I  likewife  infift  upon  your 
taking  no  refolution  to  leave  England  till  I  fee  you  ; 
which  muft  be  here,  for  the  moft  difagreeable  reafon 
in  the  world,  and  the  moft  fiiocking  :  I  dare  not  go  to 
you.    Believe  nobody,  that  talks  to  you  of  the  queen, 
without  you  are  fure  the  perfon  likes  both  the  queen 
and  you.    I  have  been  a  Have  twenty  years,  without 
ever  receiving  a  reafon  for  any  one  thing  I  ever  was 
obUged  to  do  ;  and  I  have  now  a  mind  to  take  the 
pleafure,  once  in  my  life,  of  abfolute  power  ;  which 
I  expea  you  to  give  me,  in  obeying  all  my  orders, 
without  one  queftion  why  I  have  given  them. 

LETTER  CCXLVIir. 
Chevalier   Ramsay  *  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Paris,  Aug.  1,  1727.  N.  S. 

Mr.  i^7^>f^ having  acquainted  me  with  what  good- 
jiefs  and  patience  you  have  been  pleafed  to  examine  a 


Andretv  MlchaelRamfay  knight  of  St,  Lazarusin  France 
and  doaor  of  laws  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  He  wasborn  in 
JScotlartdsthofJune,  1686,  and  educated  a  Proteftant,  but  con- 
verted to  the  church  of  Rome  hi  17P9,  by  Fenelon,  archbifhop  of 
Cambray,  whofelife  he  publiflied.  In  1714,  he  was  fent  for  ta 
Ji<MWi?by  the  pretender,  injcrd^r  to  be  .tutorto  liis  twofonsj  but 
the  divifions  arid  jealoufies  of  that  court  induced  him  to  defire 
leave  to  return  to  France,  where  he  was  appointed  governor  of  the 
d\x\itof  Chateau-Thierry,  and  afterwards  to  the  prince  of  Ti/r^»»^. 
'Hc  died  6  May,  1743,  at  Si.  Germain-en-kie,  atthe  age  of  fifty 

{S  ^  .fevtn. 
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jjerformanceof  mlne  I  take  this  occafion  to  make 
my  acknowledgements.  Nothing  could  flatter  me 
more  fenfibly  than  your  approbation.  Toacquire  the 
efteem  of  perfqns  of  your  merit  is  the  principal  ad- 
vantage ]  could  wifli  for  by  becoming  an  author,  and 
more  than  I  could  flatter  myfelf  with.  I  fbould  be 
,proud  of  receiving  your  commands,  if  I  could  be  any 
way  ufeful  to  you  in  this  part  of  the  world,  whei:e,  I 
affure  you,  your  reputation  is  as  welJ  eftabliflied  as' in 
your  own  country.  I  am  with  the  utmoft  regard  and 
efteem,  reverend  Sir,  your  moft  humble,  and  moft 
obliged,  obedient  fervant,  A.  RAMSAY. 

LETTER  CCXLIX. 
Dr,  Swift  to  Mr.  W  orr  a  l  l. 

J  London,  Sept.  la,  1717. 

1  Have  not  wrote  to  you  this  long  time,  nor  would 
I  now,  if  It  were  not  necefTary.  By  Dr.  Sheridan'^ 
frequent  letters,  I  am  every  poft  expeaing  the  death 
-of  a  friend,  with  whofe  lofs  Ifiiall  have  very  little  re- 
gard for  the  few  years,  that  nature  may  leave  me.  I 
defirc  to  know  where  my  two  friends  lodge.  I  ea.ve  a 
caution  to  Mrs.  Brent,  that  it  might  not  be  in  domo 
decant,  quomam  hoc  minime  decet,  uti  manifeftum  eft  • 
habeoemm  maUgnos,  quifmiftrehoc  interpret abmtur,Ji 

ievtn     He  is  well  known  for  his  Travels  ofCvrus,  his  Llfi  */J 
•  The  travels  of  Cjrur, 

(veniat 
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eventat  [quod  Deus  avertat)  ut  illic  morlatur.  I  am  In 
fuch  a  condition  of  health,  that  I  cannot  poffibly  tra- 
vel. Dr.  Sheridan^  to  whom  I  wrote  this  laft  poft, 
will  be  more  particular,  and  fpare  my  weak  difcor- 
dered  head.  Pray,  anfwer  all  calls  of  money  in  your 
power  to  Mrs.  Dinghy^  and  defire  her  to  a(k  it.  I 
cannot  come  back  at  the  time  of  my  licence,  I  am 
afraid.  Therefore  the  fecond  or  third  day  before  it 
expires,  which  will  be  the  beginning  of  O^ober^  (you 
will  find  by  the  date  of  the  laft)  take  out  a  new  one 
Tor  another  half  year;  and  let  the  fame  claufe  be  in  (qf 
leave  to  go  to  Great-Britain^  or  el  fe  where,  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health)  for  veiy  probably,  if  this  unfor- 
tunate event  fhould  happen  of  the  lofs  of  our  friend 
(and  I  have  no  probability  or  hopes  to  expect  better) 
I  will  go  to  France^  if  my  health  will  permit  me  to 
forget  myfelf  *.  I  leave  my  whole  little  affairs  with 
you  ;  I  hate  to  think  of  them.  If  Mr.  Deacon^  or 
alderman  Pearforiy  come  to  pay  rent,  take  it  on  ac- 
count, unlefs  they  bring  you  their  laft  acquittance  to 
direftyou.  B\xt  Dea  con  ov^^s  me  feventy- five  pounds, 
and  intereft,  upon  his  bond  ;  fo  that  you  are  to  take 
care,  of  giving  him  any  receipt  in  full  of  all  accounts. 
I  hope  you  and  Mrs-  Worrall  haveyour  health.  I  can 
hold  up  my  head  no  longer.    I  am  fincerely  yours. 

You  need  not  trouble  yourfelf  to  write,  till  you 
*ave  bufinefs  ;  for  it  is  uncertain  where  I  fliall  be, 

*  Soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter  the  Dean  went  to  Ireland \ 
and  Mrs.  Johnfotiy  after  languiOiing  about  two  months,  died  on 
the  28th  of  January^  1727,  in  the  44.th  year  of  her  age, 

LET- 
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LETTER  CCL. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Howard. 

MADAM,  Sept.  1727. 

TThIS  cruel  diforderof  deafnefs,  attendedwith  gid- 
dinefs,  ftill  confines  me.  I  have  been  debating  with 
myfelf,  that  having  a  home  in  Dublin  not  inconve- 
nient, it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  return  thither, 
while  my  ficknefs  will  allow  me  to  travel.  I  am 
therefore  fetting  out  for  Ireland ;  and  it  is  one  com- 
fort to  me,  that  I  am  ridding  you  of  a  troublefomc 
companion, 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  civili- 
ties, and  fliall  retain  the  remembrance  of  them  dur- 
ing my  life,  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  fo  far,  as  to 
prefent  my  molt  humble  duty  to  the  queen,  and  to 
defcribe  to  her  majefty  my  forrow,  that  my  diforder 
was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  make  me  incapable  of  at- 
tending her,  as  (he  was  pleafedto  permit  me,  I  {hall 
pafs  the  remainder  of  my  life  with  the  utmoft  grati- 
tude for  her  majefty's  favours       I  am,  &c. 

♦  His  opinion  of  this  lady,  and  fenfe  of  her  majefty's  favours, 
are  exprefTed  very  differently  in  other  places :  it  is  therefore  to  be 
prefumed,  they  were  changed  by  fome  events  fubfequent  to  this 
letter,  though  I  think  he  was  never  afterwards  in  England,  See 
verfeson  his  own  death,  and  thelettcrsof  lady  G,  inihiscol- 
leftion,  No<v,  7,  znd  Feb,  1732. 
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LETTER  CCLL 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Nov.  30,  1727. 

I  Have  heard,  dear  Sir,  with  great  pleafure,  of 
your  fafe  arrival ;  and  v/hich  is  more,  of  the  reco- 
very of  your  health.    I  think  it  will  be  the  beft  ex- 
pedient for  me  to  take  a  journey.    You  will  know 
who  the  Inclofed  comes  from ;  and,  I  hope,  will  va- 
lue  mine  for  what  it  contains.    I  think  every  one  of 
your  friends  have  heard  from  you,  except  myfelf. 
Either  you  have  not  done  me  juftice,  or  they  have 
not  done  you ;  for  I  have  not  heard  from  them  of  my 
name  being  mentioned  in  any  of  your  letters.  If  my 
curiofity  wanted  only  to  be  gratified,  I  don't  ftand  in 
need  of  a  letter  from  yourfelf,  to  inform  me  what  you 
are  doing;  for  there  are  people  about  court,  who  caa 
tell  me  every  thing,  that  you  do  or  fay  ;  fo  that  you 
had  beft  take  care  of  your  conduft.    You  fee  of  what 
importance  you  are.    However,  all  quarrels  afide,  I 
muft  afk  you,  if  you  have  any  intereft  ?  Or,  do  you 
think,  that  I  could  have,  or  procure  any  with  my 
lord  lieutenant,  to  advance  a  relation  of  mine,  one 
captain  Innes,  I  think  in  colonel  Wilfons  regiment^ 
and  now  in  Limerick  ?  He  is  an  exceeding  worthy 
man,  but  has  ftuck  long  in  a  low  poft,  Yor  want  of 
friends.    Pray  tell  me  which  way  I  fliall  proceed  in 
this  matter. 

I  was  yefterday  with  all  your  friends  at  St.  James's. 
There  is  certainly  a  fatality  upon  poor  Gay.    As  for 
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hope  of  preferment  there  by  favour,  he  has  laid  it  afidc* 
He  has  made  a  pretty  good  bargain  (that  is^^l  Smith-- 
fieldom)  for  a  little  place  in  thecuftom-houfe,  which 
was  to  bring  him  in  about  an  hundred  a  year.  It  was 
done  as  a  favour  to  an  old  man,  and  not  at  all  to  Gay^ 
When  every  thing  was  concluded,  the  man  repented, 
and  faid,  he  would  not  part  with  his  place.  I  have 
begged  Gay  not  to  buy  an  annuity  upon  my  life ;  I 
am  fure  I  fhould  not  live  a  week.  I  long  to  hear  of 
the  fafe  arrival  of  Dr.  Pray,  give  my  humble 

fervice  to  him. 

As  for  news,  it  was  wrote  from  Spain^  to  me,  from 
my  brother  in  France^  that  the  preliminaries  were  ra- 
tified, and  yet  the  miniftry  know  nothing  of  it.  Nay, 
fome  toldme,  that  the anfwer was  ratherfurly.  Lord 
Townjhend  is  very  ill ;  but  I  think,  by  the  defcription 
ofh  is  cafe,  it  is  not  mortal,    I  was  with  our  friend 
at  the  back-ftairs  yefterday,  and  had  the  honour  to  be 
called  in,  and  prettily  chid  for  leaving  off,  fffr.  The 
firft  part  of  the  difcourfe  was  about  you,  Mr.  Popey 
Curle^  and  myfelf.    My  family  are  well :  they,  and 
my  brother  in  France^  and  one  that  is  here,  all 
give  their  fervice  to  you*     If  you  had  been  fo 
lucky  as  to  have  gone  to  Paris  laft  fummer,  you  would 
have  had  health,  honour,  and  divcrfion in  abundance; 
fori  will  promife,  you  would  have  recovered  of  the 
fpleen.    I  ^all  add  no  more,  but  mykindeft  wiflies, 
and  that  I  am,  with  the  greateft  afFedtionand  refpeftj^ 


LET- 


(  J 


LETTER  CCLIL 
Monfieur  Voltaire  to  Dr.  Swiftv 

SlRg  In  London,  at  the  White  Peruke, 

Covent- Garden,  14th  Dec.  1727. 

You  will  be  furprized  in  receiving  an  *  EngUJh  ef- 
fay  from  a  French  traveller.  Pray,  forgive  an  ad- 
mirer of  you,  who  owes  to  your  writings  the  love  he 
bears  to  your  language,  which  has  betrayed  him  into 
,the  rafli  attempt  of  writing  in  Englifi. 

You  will  fee  by  the  advertifement,  that  I  have  fomc 
defigns  upon  you,  and  that  I  muft  mention  you,  for 
the  honour  of  your  country,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  mine.  Do  not  forbid  me  to  grace  my  relation 
with  your  name.  Let  me  indulge  the  fatisfadlion  of 
talking  of  you,  as  pofterity  w^ill  do. 

In  the  mean  time,  can  I  make  bold  to  entreat  youtd 
make  fome  ufe  of  your  intereil  in  Ireland^  about  fomer 
fubfcriptions  for  the  Henriadey  which  is  aim  oft  ready, 
and  does  not  come  out  yet  for  v/ant  of  a  little  help? 
The  fubfcriptions  will  be  but  one  guinea  in  hand.  I 
am,  with  the  higheft  efteem,  and  the  utmoft  gratl- 
tune.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fer- 
vant,  VOLTAIRE. 

*  An  effay  on  the  civil  wars  of  France,  which  he  made  the 
foundation  of  hh  Henriade,  an  heroic  poem,  fnice  well  known. 
He  had  been  imp-ifoned  in  the  Bqflile,  in  Paris,  but  being  re- 
leafed  about  the  year  1725,  became  to  England,  and folicited fub- 
fcriptions for  his  poera.  In  about  a  year  and  an  half,  he  had  made 
himfelfmafterofourlangua?5je;  and,  in  1727, when thisletter  was 
written,  hepubliflied  tlie  eflky  hi>re  mentioned,  with  an  elTay  on 
the  epic  poetry  of  the  European  nations,  from  Homer  to  M'dion, 
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LETTER  CCLIII. 
Monfieur  Voltaire  to  Dr.  Swift. 
SIR, 

I  Sent  the  other  day  a  cargo  of  French  dulnefs  to 
my  lord  lieutenant.  My  lady  BoUngbroke  has  taken 
upon  herfelf  to  fend  yon  one  copy  of  the  Henriade. 
She  is  defirous  to  do  that  honour  to  my  book;  and,  I 
hope,  the  merit  of  being  prefented  to  you  by  her 
hands  will  be  a  commendation  to  it.  However,  if  flic 
has  not  done  it  already,  I  defire  you  to  take  one  of 
the  cargo,  which  is  now  at  my  lord  lieutenant's.  I 
wifh  you  a  good  hearing ;  if  you  have  got  it,  you 
want  nothing.  I  have  not  feen  Mr.  Pope  this  winter; 
but  1  have  feen  the  third  volume  of  the  M'lfcellanea  ; 
and  the  more  I  read  your  works,  the  more  I  am  a- 
fhamcd  of  mine.  I  am,  with  refpefl,  efteem,  and 
gratitude.  Sir,  your  moft  humble  obedient  fervant, 

VOLTAIRE. 

LETTER  CCLIV. 
Mr.  G  A  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Whitehall,  Feb.  15,  i/ij-S* 

I  Have  deferred  writing  to  you  from  time  to  time, 
till  I  could  give  you  an  account  of  the  Beggar's  Opera. 
It  is  a£ted  at  the  play-houfe  in  Lincoln  s  Inn-Ficldi 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  play-houfe  hath  been 
crouded  every  night.   To-night  is  the  fifteenth  time 

of 
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ofaftlng;  and  it  is  thought  it  will  run  a  fortnight 
longer.  I  have  ordered  Motte  *  to  fend  the  play  to 
you  the  firft  opportunity.  1  made  no  intereft,  either 
for  approbation,  or  money ;  nor  hath  any  body  been 
preffed  to  take  tickets  for  my  benefit :  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  I  think,  I  lhall  make  an  addition  to  my 
fortune  of  between  fix  and  feven  hundred  pound$.  I 
know  this  account  will  give  you  pleafure,  as  I  have 
puflied  through  this  precarious  affair  without  fervili- 
ty  or  flattery. 

As  to  any  favours  from  great  men,  I  am  in  the 
fame  ftate  you  left  me ;  but  I  am  a  great  deal  happier, 
as  I  have  no  expeftations.  The  duchefs  ol^eenjberry 
hath  fignalized  her  friendfhip  to  me  upon  thi&  occa- 
fion,  in  fuch  a  confpicuous  manner,  that  I  hope  (for 
her  fake)  you  will  take  care  to  put  your  fork  to  all  its 
proper  ufes,  and  fuffer  nobody  for  the  future  ta  put 
their  knives  in  their  mouths  f.    Lord  Cohham  fays, 
that  I  fliould  have  printed  it  in  Italian  over-againft 
the  EngUJhj  that  the  ladies  might  have  underftood 
what  they  read.  The  outlandifli  (as  they  now  call  it) 
opera  hath  been  fo  thin  of  late,  that  fome  have  called 
that  the  Beggar  s  Opera and,  if  the  run  continues,  I 
fear,  1  fliall  have  remonftrances  drawn  up  againft  me 
by  the  royal  academy  of  mufic.    As  none  of  us  have 
heard  from  you  of  late,  every  one  of  us  are  in  con- 
cern about  your  health:  I  beg  we  may  hear  from  you 
foon.    By  my  conftant  attendance  on  this  affair,  I 

*  *  Benjamin y  tlie  bookfeller.' 

t  See  the  letter  of  November  9,  1729. 
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have  almoft  worried  myfelf  into  an  ill  ftite  of  health  j 
but  I  intend  in  five  or  fix  days  to  go  to  our  country- 
feat  at  Twickenham^  for  a  little  air.  Mr.  Pope  is  very 
feldom  in  town.  Mrs  Howard  frequently  afks  after 
you,  and  defires  her  compliments  to  you.  Mr.  George 
Jrhuthnot^  the  do£tor^s  brother  is  married  to  Mrs. 
Peggy  Robinjon. 

1  would  write  more,  but  as. to-night  is  for  my  be- 
nefit,  I  am  in  a  hurry  to  go  out  about  bufinefs.  1  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  moft  afFedionate  and  obedient  fervant, 

J.  GAY. 

LETTER  CCLV. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  20,  1727.?. 

J  Amextremely  forry,  that  your  diforder  is  returned ; 
but  as  you  have  a  medicine,  which  hath  twice  remo- 
ved  it,  I  hope  by  this  time  you  have  again  found  the 
good  elFeas  of  it.  I  have  feen  Dr.  Delany  at  my 
lodgings;  but  as  I  have  been  for  a  few  days  with 
Mr.  Pulteney  zt  Cajhioberry^  I  have  not  yet  returned 
his  vifit.  I  went  with  him  to  wait  upon  lord  Bathnrji^ 
and  lord  Bolingbroke-y  both  of  whom  defire  me  to  make 
you  their  compliments.  Lady  Bolingbroke  was  very 
much  out  of  order,  and  with  my  lord  is  now  at  Dawley: 
£he  expeds  a  letter  from  you.  Mrs.  Hozuardvjo\x\(\ 
gladly  have  the  receipt  you  have  found  fo  much  be- 
nefit by:  fhe  is  happier  than  I  have  feen  her,  ever 
fince  you  have  left  us,  for  flieis  free  as  to  her  conjugal 
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affairs,  by  articles  of  agreement.  The  Beggar^ ^  OperA 
hath  been  adted  now  thirty-fix  times,  and  was  as  full  the 
laft  night  as  the  firft ;  and  as  yet,  there  is  not  the 
leaft  probability  of  a  thin  audience  :  though  thereis 
a  difcourfe  about  the  town,  that  the  doctors  of  the 
royal  academy  of  mufic  defign  to  folicit  againft  its 
being  played  on  the  outlandifli  opera  days,  as  it  is 
now  called.  On  the  benefit-day  of  one  of  the  adlrefles 
laft  week,  one  of  the  players  falling  fick,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  out  another  play,  ordifmifs  the  au- 
dience. A  play  was  given  out,  but  the  audicnce;called 
out  for  the  Beggar's  Opera ;  and  they  wereTorced  to 
play  it,  or  the  audience  would  not  have  ftaid, 

I  hare  got  by  all  this  fuccefs  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  pounds  s  znARich,  deducing  the  whole 
charge  of  the  houfe,  hath  cleared  already  near  four 
thoufand  pounds.  In  about  a  month  I  am  going  to 
Bath  with  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough^  and  Mr,  Con^ 
greve  5  for  I  have  no  expeaations  of  receiving  any 
favours  from  the  court.  The  duchefs  of  ^eenjberry 
hmWdtJhirej  where  (he  hath  had  the  fmall-pox,  in. 
fo  favourable  a  way,  that  flie  had  not  above  feven  or 
eight  on  her  face  s  fhe  is  now  perfedly  recovered* 
There  is  a  metzotinto  print  publiflied  to-day  of  PoUy^ 
the  heroine  of  the  Beggar'^  Opera  who  was  before 
unknown,  and  is  now  in  fo  high  vogue,  that  I  am  in 
doubt,  whether  her  fame  does  not  furpafs  that  of  the 
opera  itfelf.  I  would  not  have  talked  fo  much  on  this 
fubjea,  or  upon  any  thing  that  regards  myfelf,  but 
to  you :  as  I  know  you  intercft  yourfelf  fp  fmcwly 

■    ^  ?  MIfs  FeniQn^ 
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in  every  thing  that  concerns  me,  I  believe  you  would 
have  blamed  me,  if  I  had  faid  lefs. 

I  faw  Dr.  Jrbuthnot  laft  night  with  Mr.  Lewis^ 
at  Sir  miUam  Wyndhatnh,  who,  if  he  had  not  the 
gout,  would  have  anCwered  your  letter  you  fent  him 
a.  year  and  a  half  ago.    He  faid  this  to  me  a  week 
fince,  but  he  is  now  pretty  well  again,  and  io  may 
for'^et  (o  write  v  for  which  reafon,  I  ought  to  do  him 
juffice,  and  tell  you,  that  I  thbik  bim  afincerc  wdl- 
wifli-r  of  yours.,   I  have  not.feeo  ^^r.  Pope  lately, 
but  have  hcurd,"thatboth  he^and  Mrs.  •J'^i'/  are  very 
well.     l\ntzviAtQk&  \>^ini  2.tT'wkkenham  on  Sunday 
next.    I  have  nbt  drankout  the  Gntherldge  cyder  yet ; 
but  I  have  not  fo  much  as  a  fmgle  pint  of  port  in  my 
cellar.    I  have  bought  two  pair  of  fheets  againft  your 
coming  to  town,  fo  ^hat,^^'e  need  not  fend  any  more 
to  %r^'««  upontiiataccount..  I  really  mifs  you  every 
day ;  and  I  would  be  content,  that  you  fhould  have 
avvhole  window  to  yourfelf,  and  half  another,  to  have 
vou  again.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  moft  afieaionately. 

You  have  half  a  years  intereft  due  at  Lady-day,  and 
now  it  is  March  the  20th,  I727-B. 

LETTER  CCLVI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  Worrall. 

Market-Hill,  Jan.  4,  1727-8. 

I  Had  your  long  letter,  and  thank  yoii  heartily  for 
y o^r  toncern  about  .my,  he-^lth .   I  co^ntinue, very  deaf 

*  Mr.  Pots:&  mother. 
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and  giddy;  but  however,  I  would  certainly  come 
to  town  not  only  for  my  vifitation,  but  becaufe 
in  thefe  circumftances,  and  in  winter,  I  had  rather 
be  at  home.  But  it  is  now  Saturday  night,  and  that 
beaft  Sheridan  is  not  yet  come,  although  it  has  been 
th  awing  fmce  Monday.  If  I  do  not  come,  you  know 
what  to  do. 
My  humble  fervice  to  our  friends,  as  ufual. 

LETTER  CCLVIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  W  o  r  r  a  l  l. 

Market-Hill,  Jan.  13,  • 

1  Juft  received  your  letter,  and  fhould  never  have 
done  if  I  returned  you  thanks  fq  often  as  I  ought  for 
your  care  and  kindnefs  ;  both  my  diforders  ftill  con- 
tinue :  however,  I  defirethat  Mrs.  Brent  may  make 
things  ready,  for  my  raggednefs  wall  foon  force  me 
away,  I  have  been  now  ill  about  a  month,  but  the 
family  are  fo  kind  to  fpeak  loud  enough  for  me  to  hear 
them  ;  and  my  deafnefs  is  not  fo  extream  as  you  have 
known,  when  I  have  fretted  at  your  mannerly  voice, 
and  was  only^  relieved  by  Mrs.  War  rail. 

I  fend  you  inclofed  the  fruit  of  my  illnefs,  to  make 
an  Intelligencer;  I  defire  you  will  inclofe  it  in  a  letter 
toMxs.  Harding^  andlet  your  letter  be  in  an  unknown 
hand,  and  defire  her  to  fhew  it  to  the  author  of  the 
Intelligencer,  and  toprintit,  iffhe  thinksfit.  There 
is  a  letter,  you  will  find,  that  is  to  be  prefixed  before 
the  verfes,  which  letter  is  grpunded  on  a  report  3  and' 
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if  that  report  be  falfe,  the  former  part  of  the  letter 
will  be  unfeafonable,  but  the  latter  will  not,  and 
therefore  the  Intelligencer  muft  be  defrred  to  alter  it 
accordingly. 

It  fhould  be  fentfoon>  to  come  time  enough  for  the 
next  Intelligencer. 

Pray,  in  your  letter  to  Mrs.  ii/iyri/w^,  defireherto 
make  her  people  be  morecorreft,  and  that  the  Intelli- 
gencer himfelf  may  look  over  it,  for  that  every  body 
who  reads  thofe  papers,  are  very  much  offended  witb 
the  continual  nonfenfe  made  by  her  printers. 

I  am  yours. 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CCLVIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  Worrall. 

^  Market-Hill,  Jan.  iS.  i7iS-9# 

I  Have  yours  of  the  14  inftant,  but  you  had  not 
then  received  my  laffi,  in  which  was  inclofed  a  paper 
for  the  Intelligencer,  which  I  hope  you  havedifpofed 
of  as  defircd.  My  diforder  fliill  continues  the  fame  for 
this  fortnight  paft,  and  am  neither  better  nor  worfc. 
However,  I  refolve  to  return  on  the  firft  mending  of 
the  weather ;  thefe  three  laft  days  there  being  as 
violent  a  ftorm  as  I  have  known,  which  ft  ill  continues : 
wehave  been  told  my  lord  Martcajfell  is  dead  at  Drog-- 
heda^  but  believe  it  to  be  a  lie.  However,  he  is  fo 
tender,  and  afFefts  fo  much  vigour  and  fatigue,  that 
we  have  been  in  pain  about  himn 
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I  had  a  letter  two  days  ago,  which  coft  me  fix  ftiil- 
Imgs  and  four-pence  ;  it  confifted  of  the  probate  of 
a  will  mLeiceJlerJhlre^  and  of  two  inclofed  letters,  and 
was  beyond  the  weight  of  letters  franked.  When  I 
went  a  lad  to  my  mother,  after  the  revolution,  fhe 
brought  me  acquainted  with  a  family  where  there  was 
a  daughter  with  whom  I  was  acquainted.  Myprudent 
mother  was  afraid  I  fliould  be  in  love  with  her  ;  but 
when  I  went  to  London^  (he  married  an  inn-keeper  in 
Loughborow^  in  that  county,  by  whom  (he  had  feveral 
children.  The  old  mother  died,  and  left  all  that  fhe 
had  to  her  daughter  aforefaid,  feparate  from  her 
hufband.  This  woman  (my  miftrefs  with  a  pox) 
left  feveral  children,  who  are  all  dead  but  one  daugh- 
ter, Ann  by  name.  This  A?m^  for  it  muft  be  fhe, 
about  feven  years  ago  writ  to  m.e  from  London^  to  tell 
me  fhe  was  daughter  of  Betty  Jones^  for  that  was  my 
miflrefs's  name,  till  flie  was  married  to  one  Perkins^ 
inn-keeper,  at  the  George  m  LoughboroWj  as  I  faid  be- 
fore. Thefubjea  ofthegirl'sletterwas,  thatayoung 
lady  of  good  fortune  was  courted  by  an  Irijhman^  who 
pretended  to  be  barrack-mafter-general  of  Ireland^ 
anddefired  me,  as  on  old  acquaintance  of  her  mother, 
Betty  Jones^  alias  Perkins^  to  enquire  about  this  Irijh^ 
man,  I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  him  not,  but  fuppo- 
fed  he  was  a  cheats  Iheard  nomore.  Butnow  comes 
a  letter  to  me  from  this  Betty  Jmes^  alias  Perkins,  to 
let  me  know,  that  her  dau2:hter^«wG//?x,  marriedan 
Irilhman^  one  Giles ^  and  was  now  come  over  to  Ireland 
to  pick  up  fome  debts  due  to  her  hufband,  which  fhe 
could  not  get  5  that  the  young  widow  (for  h«r  hufband 
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Giles  is  dead)  hath  a  mind  to  fettle  in  Ireland^  and  to 
defire  I  would  lend  her  daughter  Giles  three  guineas, 
which  her  mother  will  pay  me  when  I  draw  upon  her 
in  England^  and  Mrs.  Giles  writes  me  a  letter  to  that 
purpofe.    She  intends  to  take  a  fiiop,  and  will  borrow 
the 'money  from  Mrs.  Brent  (whofe  name  flie  hath 
learned)  and  pay  me  as  others  do.    I  was  at  firfl:  de- 
termined to  defire  you  would,  from  me,  make  her  a 
prefent  of  five  pounds,  on  account  of  her  mother  and 
grandmother,  whom  my  mother  ufed  to  call  coufin. 
She  hath  fentme  anatteftedcopyef  her  mother'swill, 
which,  as  I  told  you,  coft  me  fix  fliillings  and  four- 
pence.    But  I  am  in  m,uch  doubt;  for  by  her  mother's 
letters,  ftieisherheirefs,  and  thegrandmother  left 
"Jones^  zlhs  Periinsy  the  mother  ofthis  woman  in  D^^Z'/m 
all  (he  had,  as  a  feparate  maintenance  from  her  huf- 
band  (who  proved  a  rogue)  to  the  value  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds.  Now,  I  cannot  conceive  why  (lie  would 
let  her  only  daughter  and  heirefs  come  to  Ireland^  with- 
out giving  her  money  to  bear  her  charges  here,  and 
put  her  in  fome  way.  The  woman's  name  is  Ann  Giles  ^ 
ihe  lodges  at  one  M  rs .  Wilmot\y  the  firft  houfe  in  Molef- 
worih'Courty  on  the  right  hand,  in  Fijhamhle-Jlreet. 
I  have  told  you  this  long  ftory,  to  defire  you  will 
fend  for  the  v/oman,  this  Arm  Giles^  and  examine  her 
ftridlly,  to  find  if  flie  be  the  real  daughter  of  Eliza- 
beth Jones i  alias  Perkins^  or  no,  and  how  her  mother, 
who  is  fo  well  able,  came  to  fend  her  in  fo  miferable 
a  condition  to  Ireland.    The  errand  is  fo  romantic, 
that  I  knov/  not  what  to  fay  to  it.    I  would  be  ready 
to  facrifice  five  pounds,  on  old  acquaintance,  to  help 
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the  woman  \  I  fufpe£t  her  mother's  letters  to  be  coun- 
terfeit, for  I  remember  fhe  fpells  like  a  kitchen  maid^ 
And  fo  I  end  this  worthy  bufmefs. 

Mybookfeller,  Motte^  by  my  recommendation, 
dealtwith  Mr. Hyde-y  there  are  fome  accounts  between 
them,  and  Hyde  is  in  his  debt.  He  hath  defired  me 
to  fpeak  to  Mr.  Hyde's  executors  to  ftate  the  account, 
that  Mr.  Motte  may  be  in  a  way  to  recover  thebalance. 
I  wifh  you  would  ftep  to  Mr.  Hyde's  houfe,  and  enquire 
how  that  matter  ftands,  and  how  Mr.  Motte  is  to  be 
paid.  I  fuppofe  Mr.  Hyde  died  in  good  circumftances, 
and  that  there  will  be  no  dangerof  his  creditors  fuffer- 
ing  by  his  death. 

I  inclofe  a  letter  to  Mr.  Motte^  which  you  will  be 
fo  kind  to  fend  to  the  poft  office. 

I  defire  likewifc  that  you  will  make  Mrs.  Brenthuy 
a  bottle  of  ufquebaugh,  and  leave  it  with  the  woman 
whokeeps  Sir  JrihurJchefonshoukmCapel-Jreety  and 
defire  her  to  deliver  it  to  captain  Crcichtorij  who  lodges 
ztthePyedHorfc^  inCapelfreet^  and  is  to  bringdown 
other  things  to  my  lady  Achefon. 

My  moft  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Worrall^  Mrs. 
Dinghy^  and  love  to  Mrs.  Brent. 

1  wifh  you  all  a  happy  new  year. 


L  E  T- 


LETTER  CCLIX. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift, 

DEAR  SIR,  Bath.  May  ,6,  1725. 

1  Have  been  at  the  Bath  about  ten  days,  and  1  have 
played  at  no  game  but  once,  and  that  at  backgam- 
mon with  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  very  much  your  humble 
fervant.  Lord  and  lady  Bolingbroke  are  here ;  I  think 
fhe  is  better :  they  ftay,  as  I  guefs,  about  a  fortnight 
longer.  They  both  defired  me  to  make  their  compli- 
ments ;  as  does  Mr.  Congreve  *,  who  is  in  a  very  ill 
ftate  of  health,  but  fomewhat  better  fince  he  came 
here.  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  fhall  ftay  here, 
becaufe  I  am  now,  as  I  have  been  all  my  life,  at  the 
difpofal  of  others.  I  drink  the  waters,  and  am  ia 
hopes  to  lay  in  a  ftock  of  health  ;  fome  of  which  I 
wifli  to  communicate  to  you.  Dr.  Delaney toUmc  you 
had  been  upon  a  journey,  and  I  really  fanfy,  taking 
horfe  is  as  good  as  taking  the  waters :  I  hope  you 
have  found  benefit  by  it.  The  Beggar^  Opera  is  aded 
here ;  but  our  Polly  hath  got  no  fame,  though  the 
adors  have  got  money.  I  have  fent  by  Dr.  Delaney 
the  opera,  Polly  Peachum  and  captain  Macheath.  I 
would  have  fent  you  my  own  head  (which  is  now  en- 
graving)  to  make  up  the  gang,  but  it  is  not  yet 
finifhed.  I  fuppofe  you  muft  have  heard,  that  I  had 
the  honour  to  have  had  a  fermon  preached  againft 

*  *  He  died  15  January,  1728-9.* 
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my  works  by  a  court  chaplain  *,  which  I  look  upon 
as  no  fmall  addition  to  my  fame.  Diredt  to  me  here 
when  you  write;  and  the  fooner  that  is,  the  fooner 
you'll  make  me  happy. 

LETTER   CCLX,  . 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Bath,  July  5,  ,7.g. 

1  HE  laft  news  I  have  heard  of  you,  was  from  Mr. 
Lancelot^  who  was  at  this  place  with  lord  Sujfex^  who 
gave  me  hopes  of  feeing  you  the  latter  end  of  this 
fummer.  I  wifh  you  may  keep  that  refolation,  and 
take  the  Bath  in  your  way  to  town.  You  in  all  pro- 
bability will  find  here  fome,  or  moft  of  thofe  you  like 
to  fee.  Dr.  Arbuthmt  wrote  to  me  to-day  from  TuU'* 
bridge^  where  he  is  now  for  the  recovery  of  his  health 
having  had  feveral  relapfes  of  a  fever;  he  tells  me  he 
is  much  better,  and  that  in  Auguji  he  intends  to  come 
hither.  Mr.  Congreve  and  I  ofcen  talk  of  you,  and 
wifh  you  health,  and  every  good  thing;  but  often, 
out  of  felf-intereft,  we  wifh  you  with  us.  In  five  or 
fix  days,  I  fet  out  upon  an  excurfion  to  Hereford/hire^ 
to  lady  Scudamore's,  but  fliall  return  here  the  becrin! 
mngoi  Auguji.  I  wifh  you  couldmeetmeatG^yS^mVf^ 
The  Bath  did  not  agree  with  lady  Bolingbroke.  Since 

*  *  Dr.  Thomas  Herring,  th  en  preacher  to  the  fociety  of  ZW/^'f 
fe,  and  afterwards  archbi  (hop  of  C^/,/^rZ.«ry.  Dr.  inthe 
Intelligencer,  HI.  publifhed  in  Ireland,  fpeaks  with  great 
afpenty  of  Dr.  Herrtng,  on  account  of  his  fermon  againi  the 
Beggar's  Opera.'  ^ 


the  went  to  Danoky^  by  her  own  inclination,  without 
thi2  advice  of  phyficians,  fhe  hath  taken  to  a  milk- 
diet,  and  writes  me  an  account  of  prodigious  good 
effects  in  the  recovery  of  her  appetite  and  fpirits.  The 
weather  is  extremely  hot,  the  place  is  very  empty.  I 
have  an  inclination  to  ftudy,  but  the  heat  makes  it 

impoffible.    The  d  —  of  *  I  hear  hath  run 

away  with  Polly  Peachum^  having  fettled  400/.  a  year 
upon  her  during  pleafure  ;  and,  upon  difagreement, 
200/.  a  year.  Mr.  Pope  is  in  a  ftate  of  perfecution  for 
the  Dunciad:  I  wifti  to  be  witnefs  of  his  fortitude,  but 
he  writes  but  feldom.  It  would  be  a  confolation  to  me 
to  hear  from  you.  My  portrait  metzotinto  is  publiflied 
from  Mr.  Hozvard's  painting ;  I  wifh  to  fend  you  one, 
but  I  fanfy  I  could  get  a  better  impreffion  at  London. 
I  have  tea  thoufand  things  to  talk  to  you,  but  few  to 
write;  yet  defer  writing  to  you  no  longer,  knowing 
you  intereft  yourfelf  in  every  thing  that  concerns  me 
fo  much,  that  I  make  you  happy,  as  you  will  me,  if 
you  can  tell  me  you  are  in  good  health ;  which  I  wifli 
to  hear  every  morning  as  foon  as  I  awake.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  moft  afieiSionately. 

*  The  duke  of  Boltony  who  afterwards  married  her:  her  real 
name  was  Be/^^ick,  but  when  fhe  went  upon  the  ftage,  fhe  af- 
fumed  that  of  F^jfton\  flie  was  cdXl^ABefwick  when  flie  was  kept 
by  the  Duke. 
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LETTER  CCLXI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mr.  W  o  r  r  a  l  l. 

Sep.  28,  172^. 

J  Had  all  the  letters  given  me  by  my  fervant:  fo 
tell  Mrs.  Brent  *  and  Dr.  Sheridan  ;  and  I  thank  you 
for  the  great  care  you  had  in  the  commifiions  I  trou- 
bled you  with.  We  have  a  defign  upon  Sheridan. 
He  fent  us  in  print  a  ballad  upon  BallyfpeUin^  in  which 
he  has  employed  all  the  rhimes  he  could  find  to  that 
v/ord ;  but  we  have  found  fifteen  more,  and  employed 
them  in  abufing  his  ballad,  and  BaliyfpeUin  too. 
I  here  fend  you  a  copy,  and  defire  you  will  get  it 
printed  privately,  and  publifhed  f.  I  am  ever 
yours,  i^c* 

LETTER  CCLXIL 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  Dec.  2,  172S. 

I  Think  this  is  my  fourth  letter;  I  am  fure  it  is  the 
third,  without  any  anfvver.  If  I  had  any  aflurance 
of  your  health,  I  ihould  have  been  more  eafy.  I 
ftiould  have  wrote  to  you  upon  this  fubjeft  above  a 
month  ago,  had  it  not  been  for  a  report,  that  you 
w^ere  upon  the  road  in  your  way  to  Ejigland-^  which 
I  fear  now  was  without  foundation.   Lord  and  lady 

*  His  houfekeeper. 

f  The  vcrfes  are  printed  in  vol.xiv.  iSw^/i's  works, Svo.  edit. 
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^SoUnghroke  are  in  town :  flic  hath  been  lately  very  ill 
but  is  now  fomewhat  better.  I  have  had  a  very  fevere 
attack  of  a  fever,  which,  by  the  care  of  our  friend 
Dr.  Arhuthnot^  hath,  I  hope,  almoft  left  me.  I  have 
been  confined  about  ten  days,  but  never  to  my  bed, 
fo  that  I  hope  foon  to  get  abroad  about  my  bufinefs; 
that  is,  the  care  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  Beggar's 
Opera^  which  was  almoft  ready  for  rehearfal;  but 
,  Rich  received  the  duke  of  GraftorCs  commands  (upon 
an  information,  that  he  was  rehearfing  a  play  im- 
proper to  be  reprefented)  not  to  rehearfe  any  new 
play  whatever,  till  his  grace  hatli  feen  it.  What  will 
become  of  it,  I  know  not;  but  I  am  fure,  I  have 
written  nothing,  that  can  be  legally  fupprefled,  un- 
lefs  the  fetting  vice  in  general  in  an  odious  light, 
and  virtue  in  an  amiable  one,  may  give  offence.  I 
pafled  five  or  fix  months  this  year  at  the  Bath  with 
the  duchefs  of  Marlborough and  then,  in  the  view  of 
taking  care  of  myfelf,  writ  this  piece.  If  it  goes  on, 
in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  I  have  taken  care  to  make  better 
bargains  for  myfelf:  I  tell  you  this,  becaufe  I  know 
you  are  fo  good  as  to  intereft  yourfelf  fo  warmly  in 
my  affairs,  that  it  is  what  you  would  want  to  know. 
I  faw  Mr.  Pope  on  Friday,  who,  as  to  his  health,  is 
juft  as  you  left  him.  Dr.  Arhuthnot  particularly  de- 
fires  his  compliments;  and  Mrs*  Howard  often  afks 
after  you.  PrincQ  Frederick*  isexpe<3:ed  over  this  week. 
I  hope  to  go  abroad  in  two  or  three  days.  I  wifh  I 
could  meet  you  either  abroad,  or  at  home. 

•  Frederick  prince  of  JFales,  father  of  king  George  llU 

LET- 
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LETTER  CCLXIIL 
Mn  G  A  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  18, 

I  Have  writ  to  you  feveral  times;  and  having  heard 
nothing  from  you  makes  me  fear  my  letters  are  mif- 
carried.  Mr.  Popes  letter  hath  taken  ofF my  con- 
cern in  fome  degree;  but  I  hope  good  weather  Will 
intirely  re-eftablifli  you  in  your  health.  I  am  but  juft 
recovered  from  the  fevereft  fit  of  ficknefsj  that  ever 
any  body  had,  who  efcaped  death.  I  was  feveral 
times  given  up  by  the  phyficians,  ^nd  every  body  that 
attended  me;  and,  upon  my  recovery,  was  judged  to 
be  in  fo  ill  a  condition,  that  I  fhould  be  miferable  for 
the  remainder  of  my  life:  but,  contrary  to  all  ex-» 
peftation,  I  am  perfe£Hy  recovered,  and  have  no  re- 
mainder of  the  diftempers  that  attacked  me,  which 
were  at  the  fame  time,  fever,  afthma,  and  pleurify^ 
I  am  now  in  the  duke  of  ^eenslerrys  houfe^  and  have 
been  fo  ever  fince  I  left  Hamjiiad\  where  I  wa» 
carried  at  a  time,  that  it  was  thought  I  could  not  live 
a  day.  Since  my  coming  to  town,  I  have  been  very 
little  abroad,  the  weather  has  been  fo  fevere» 

I  muft  acquaint  you,  (becaufe  I  know  it  will  pleafs 
you)  that  during  my  ficknefs  I  had  many  of  the  kind- 
eft  proofs  of  friendfliip,  particularly  from  the  duke 
and  duchefs  of  ^w^mi^^rry,  who,  if  I  had  bcenthei^ 
neareft  relation,  and  neareft  friend,  could  not  have 
treated  me  with  more  conftant  attendance  then  3  and 
they  continue  the  fame  to  me  now* 

Yo^ 
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You  muft  undoubtedly  have  heard,  that  the  duchefs 
took  up  my  defence  with  the  king  and  queen,  in  the 
caufe  of  my  play  *,  and  that  (he  hath  been  forbid  the 
court  for  interefting  herfelf  to  increafe  my  fortune, 
by  the  publication  of  it,  without  being  ailed.  The 
duke  too  hath  given  up  his  employments  (which  he 
would  havedone,  if  the  duchefs  had  not  metwith  this 
treatment)  upon  account  of  ill  ufuage  from  the  mi- 
nifters  ;  but  this  haftened  him  in  what  he  had  deter- 
mined. The  play  is  now  almoft  printed,  with  the 
mufic,  words,  and  bafes,  engraved  on  thirty-one 
copperplates,  which,  by  my  friends  afHftance,  hath 
a  probability  to  turn  greatly  to  my  advantage.  The 
duchefs  of  il^7r/^^'ri?z/^^  hath  given  me  a  hundred  pound 
for  one  copy  ;  and  others  have  contributed  very  hand- 
fomely  ;  but,  as  my  account  is  not  yet  fettled,  I  can- 
not tell  you  particulars. 

For  writing  in  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  againft  the 
faftiionable  vices,  I  am  looked  upon  at  prefent  as  the 
moft  obnoxious  perfon  almoft  in  England,  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney  tells  me,  I  have  got  the  ftartof  him.  Mr.  Pope 
tells  me,  that  I  am  dead,  and  that  this  obnoxioufnefs 
is  the  reward  for  myinofFenfivenefs  in  my  former  life, 
I  wifli  I  had  a  book  ready  to  fend  you;  but,  I  believe, 
I  {hall  not  be  able  to  compleat  the  work  till  the  latter 
end  of  next  week.  Your  money  is  ftill  in  lord  Ba^ 
thurft's  hands ;  but,  I  believe, I fliall  receive  it  foon.  I 
wifli  to  receive  your  orders  how  to  difpofe  of  it.  I  am 
impatient  to  finifli  my  work,  for  I  want  the  country 
air;  notthat  I  am  ill,  but  to  recovermy  ftrength;  and 


f  Pollj^  an  Opera. 
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I  cannot  leave  the  work  till  it  is  finiflied.  While  I  am 
writing  this,  I  ain  in  the  room  next  to  our  dining- 
room  with  Iheets  all  round  it,  and  two  people  from 
the  binder  folding  Iheets.  I  print  the  book  at  my  own 
expence,  in  quarto,  which  is  to  be  fold  for  fix  fliil- 
ling-s.  with  the  mufic.    You  fee  I  do  not  want  in- 
duftry;  and,  I  hope  you  will  allow,  that  I  have  not 
the  worfl  ©economy,    Mrs.  Howard  hath  declared 
heifelf  ftrongly,  both  to  the  king  and  queen,  as  my 
advocate.  The  duchefs  of  ^ueenfberry  is  allowed  to 
have  fliev/n  more  fpirit,  more  honour,  and  more 
goodnefs,   than    v/as    thought    poffible    in  our 
times ;    I  fliould  have  added  too,   more  under- 
ftanding    and   good  fenfe.    You   fee  my  fortune 
(as    I    hope  my   virtue    will)   increafes    by  op- 
preffion.    I  go  to  no  courts  ;  1  drink  no  wine  ;  and 
am  calumniated,  even  by  minifters  of  ftate,  and  yet 
am  in  good  fpirits.    Moft  of  the  courtiers,  though  - 
otherwife  my  friends,  refufed  to  contribute  to  my 
undertaking.    But  the  city  and  the  peopfe  of  Eng* 
land  take  my  part  very  warmly  ;  and,  I  am  told,  the 
beft  of  the  citizens  will  give  me  proofs  of  it  by  their 
contributions. 

I  could  talk  to  you  a  great  deal  more,  but  I  am 
afraid  1  ihall  write  too  much  for  you,  and  for  myfelf. 
I  have  not  writ  fo  much  together  fmce  my  ficknefs, 
I  cannot  omit  telling  you,  that  Dr.  Jrhuthnof  s  at- 
tendance and  care  of  me  ihewed  him  the  beft  of  friends. 
Dr.  HoU'ings^  though  intirely  a  ftranger  to  me,  was 
joined  with  him,  and  ufed  me  in  the  kindeft  and  moft 
handfome  manner.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pidteney  were 

greatly 
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greatly  concerned  for  me,  vifited  me,  and  fliewedme 
the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  friendfhip.  When  I  fee  you 
I  will  tell  you  of  others,  as  of  Mr.  Pope^  Mrs.  Blount^ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  RolUnfon^  lord  and  lady  Bollngbroke^  &c. 
I  think  they  are  all  your  friends  and  well-wifhers.  1 
hope  you  will  love  them  the  better  upon  my  account ; 
but  do  not  forget  Mr.  Lewisy  nor  lord  Bathurjiy  Sir 
Williarn  Wyndham^  and  lord  Gower^  and  lord  Oxford 
among  the  number. 

LETTER  CCLXIV. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  March  19,  1728-9. 

This  is  the  fecond  or  third  time,  dear  Sir,  that  I 
have  wrote  to  you,  without  hearing  a  word  of  you,  or 
from  you  5  only,  in  general,  that  you  are  very  much 
out  of  order;  fometimes  of  your  two  old  complaints, 
the  vertigo  and  deafnefs,  which  I  am  very  forry  for. 
The  gentleman,  who  carries  this,  hath  come  better 
ofF  than  I  did  imagine  :  I  ufed  my  little  intereft  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  in  his  affair.  He  will  be  able  to  give 
you  fome  account  of  your  friends,  many  of  whom 
have  been  in  great  diftrefs  this  winter  for  John  Gay, 
i  may  fay,  without  vanity,  his  life,  under  God,  i$ 
due  to  the  unwearied  endeavours  and  care  of  your 
humble  fervant;  for  a  phyfician,  who  had  not  been 
paffionately  his  friend,  could  not  have  faved  him.  I 
had,  befides  my  perfonal  concern  for  him,  other  mo- 
tives of  my  care.  He  is  now  become  a  public  per- 
fon,  a  little  Sachsverell  i  and  I  took  the  fame  pleafure 

ill 
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In  faving  him,  ^s^Radcliffe  did  in  preferving  my  lore!' 
chief  juftice  Holt's  wife,  whom  he  attended  out  of 
fpite  to  the  hufband,  who  wiftied  her  dead. 

The  inoffenfive  John  Gay  is  now  become  one  of  the 
obftruftions  to  the  peace  of  Europe^  the  terror  of  the 
minifters,  the  chief  author  of  the  Craftfman^  and  all 
the  feditious  pamphlets,  which  have  been  publifhed 
againft  the  government.  He  has  got  feveral  turned 
out  of  their  places ;  the  greateft  ornament  of  the  court 
banifhed  from  it  for  his  fake ;  another  great  lady  in 
danger  of  being  C/;^y}^  likewife;  about  feven  or  eight 
duchefles  pufliing  forward,  like  the  ancient  circumceU 
Hones  in  the  church,  who  fliall  fuiFer  martyrdom  upon 
his  account  firft.  He  is  the  darling  of  the  city.  If  he 
fhould  travel  about  the  country^  he  would  have  heca- 
tombs of  roafted  oxen  facrificed  to  him,  fince  he  be- 
came fo  confpicuous.  Will  Pulteney  hangs  his  head, 
to  fee  himfelf  fo  much  outdone  in  the  career  of  glory. 
I  hope  he  will  get  a  good  deal  of  money  by  printing 
his  play ;  but,  I  really  believe,  he  w^ould  get  more 
by  (hewing  his  perfon :  and,  I  can  alTure  you,  this  is 
the  very  identical  John  Gay^  whom  you  formerly 
knew,  and  lodged  with  in  Whitehall  two  years  ago.  I 
have  been  diverting  m.yfelf  with  making  an  extraft 
out  of  a  hiftory,  which  will  be  printed  in  the  year 
1948.  I  wifli  I  had  your  affiftance  to  go  through 
with  it;  for  I  can  affure  you,  it  rifeth  to  a  very  fo- 
lemn  piece  of  burlefque. 

As  to  the  condition  of  your  little  club,  it  is  not 
quite  fo  defperate  as  you  might  imagine  ;  for  Mn 
Pope  is  as  high  in  favour,  as  I  am  afraid  the  reft  are 
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out  of  it.  The  king,  upon  the  perufal  of  the  laft 
edition  of  his  Diinciad^  declared  he  was  a  very  honell 
man.  I  did  not  know  till  this  moment,  that  I  had  fo 
good  an  opportunity  to  fend  you  a  letter ;  and  now  I 
know  it,  am  called  away,  and  am  obliged  to  end 
with  my  beft  wifhies  and  refpefls^  being  moft  fmcerely 
yours, 

LETTER  CCLXV'. 
Chevalier  Ramsay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  April  10,  1729. 

One  of  the  greateft  pkafurcs  I  propofed  to  myfelf 
in  a  journey  to  England^  was  that  of  feeing  you  at 
London  ;  and  it  is  a  very  fenfible  mortification  to  me 
to  find  myfelf  difappointed  in  fo  agreable  an  expec- 
tation.   It  is  now  many  years  fince  I  had  the  higheft 
efteem  of  your  genius  and  writings  ;  and  when  I  was 
very  young,  I  found,  in  fome  of  them,  certain  ideas, 
that  prepared  me  for  relifliing  thofe  principles  of  uni- 
verfal  religion,  which  I  have  fince  endeavoured  to  un- 
fold in  Cyrus.    I  could  not  let  our  common  friend 
Mr.  Lepy  *  go  back  to  Ireland^  without  feizing  the 
opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  obliging  zeal  you 
have  {hewn  to  make  my  work  efteemed.   Such  marks 
of  friendfhip  do  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,  as  well  as 
pleafure,  and  I  hope  I  have  a  thorough  fenfe  of  them* 
As  I  have  much  enlarged  my  book,  lam  going  to  pub- 
lifh  a  new  edition  by  fubfcription.    I  have  given  an 

*  SonofthereverendMr.C5'^r/^;Z.^Cy,  the  famous  Nonjuror, 

hundred 
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hundred  copies  of  the  propofals  to  our  friend,  and 
flatter  myfelf,  that  I  may  count  upon  the  continua- 
tion of  your  friendfhip.  I  am,  with  great  refpeft. 
Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  obedient  humble 
fervant,  A.  RAMSAY. 

LETTER  CCLXVI. 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swift, 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  May  8,  tjig. 

T  Have  wrote  three  times  to  Mr*  Dean  of  St.  Pa* 
trick's^  withoutreceiving  fomuchas  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  receipt  of  my  letters.  At  the  fame  time  I 
hear  of  other  letters,  which  his  acquaintances  receive 
from  him.  I  believe  I  fliouli  hardly  have  brought 
myfelf  to  have  written  this,  were  it  not  to  ferve  you, 
and  a  friend  at  the  fame  time. 

I  recommended  one  Mr.  Mafon^  fonof  Mafon^  gen- 
tleman of  the  queen's  chapel,  a  bary-tone  voice,  for 
the  vacancy  of  a  finger  in  your  cathedral.  This  letter 
was  wrote  from  Bath  laft  September,  The  fame  Mafon 
informs  me,  that  there  is  another  vacancy :  therefore 
I  renew  my  requeft.  I  believe  you  will  hardly  get  a 
better:  he  has  a  pleafant  mellow  voice,  and  has  fung 
feveral  times  in  the  king's  chapel  this  winter,  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  the  audience.  I  beg  at  leaft  your  an- 
fwer  to  this.  Your  friends  in  town,  fuch  as  I  know, 
are  well.  Mr.  Pope  is  happy  again,  in  having  his 
mother  recovered.  Mr.  Gay  is  gone  to  Scotland  with 
the  duke  of  ^eenjhsrry.    He  has  about  twenty  law- 
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fuits  with  bookfellers  for  pirating  his  book.  The 
king  goes  foon  to  Hanover.  Thefe  are  all  the  news  I 
know.  I  hope  you  don't  imagine  I  am  fo  little  con- 
cerned about  your  health,  as  not  to  defire  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  ftate  of  it  from  yourfelf.  I  have  been 
tolerably  well  this  winter,  I  thank  God.  My  brother 
is  here,  and  longs,  as  well  as  I,  to  know  how 
you  do.  This,  with  my  beft  wiflies  and  refpefts, 
from,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

JO.  ARBUTHNOT^ 

LETTER  CCLXVIt 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Dr.  Swif.t# 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  June  9,  1729. 

TThIS  is  given  you  by  Mr.  Mafon^  whom  I  believe 
you  will  find  anfwering  the  character  I  gave  of  him, 
which  really  was  not  partial ;  for  I  am  not  fo  much  as 
acquainted  with  his  father  or  himfelf.  I  explained 
every  thing  to  him  according  to  the  tenor  of  theletter 
which  I  received  from  you  feme  time  ago,  and  for 
which  I  moft  heartily  thank  you.  Let  him  now  fpeak 
for  himfelf.  I  have  been  enquiring  about  a  counter- 
tenor :  but  have,  as  yet,  no  intelligence  of  any. 

I  am  really  fenfibly  touched  with  the  account  you 
give  of  Ireland.  It  is  not  quite  fo  bad  here  ;  but 
really  bad  enough';  at  the  fame  time  we  are  told,  that 
"we  are  in  great  plenty  and  happinefs. 

Yourfriends,  v/hom  you  motion  in  yours,  are  well. 
Mr.  Gay  is  returned  from  Scoilcmdy  and  has  recovered 
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his  ftrength  by  his  journey.  Mr.  Pope  is  well ;  he 
had  got  an  injundion  in  chancery  againft  the  printers, 
who  had  pirated  his  Dunciad :  it  was  diflblved  again, 
becaufe  the  printer  could  not  prove  any  property,  nor 
did  the  author  appear.  That  is  not  Mr.  Gay^  cafe ; 
for  he  has  owned  his  book.  Mr.  Pulteney  gives  you 
his  fervice.  They  are  all  better  than  myfelf;  for  I 
am  now  fo  bad  of  a  conftant  convulfion  in  my  heart, 
that  I  am  like  to  expire  fometimes.  We  have  no 
news,  that  I  know  of.  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  in 
a  little  time,  this  matter  of  the  provifional  treaty  will 
be  on  or  off.  The  young  man  waits  for  my  letter.  I 
lhall  trouble  you  no  more  at  prefent,  but  remain, 
with  my  beft  wiflies,  and  moft  fmcere  afFedion,  dear 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

J.  ARBUTHNOT. 

LETT  E^R  CCLXVIIL 
Lady  Catherine  J  ONES*  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Chelfea,  June  11,  1729. 

J  Received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  22d  of 
May  and  own  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Dean  for  the  in- 

*  *  Daughter  of  Richard  earl  of  Ranelagh,  who  had  been  pay- 
Twafter-general  and  governor  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  and  great-niece 
to  Mr.  Bqyk'i  beingoneof  tke  grand  daughtersof  hisfifter  Catba^ 
countefs  o^Ranelagh,'* 
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formation  of  the  decay  of  my  grandfather's  *  monu- 
ment in  the  cathedral  church  of  Si  Patrick. 

Mr.  French^  the  prefent  receiver  of  my  father's 
cftate,  will  be,  fome  time  next  month,  in  that  king- 
dom, whom  I  have  ordered  to  wait  upon  you  for  your 
direftion  in  that  affair  :  in  which,  when  he  has  in- 
formed  me  of  the  expence,  I  fhall  immediately  give 
direftions  to  have  it  done,  agreeably  to  the  defire  of 
the  dean  and  chapter,  as  well  as  the  duty  due  to  the 
memory  of  my  granfather,  without  adding  further 
trouble  to  ^Mr.  Dean,  from  his  moft  humble  and 
obedient  Servant, 

CATHERINE  JONES. 

LETTER  CCLXIX. 
'  Lord  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  Aug.  30,  1729,  N.  S, 

"J  Took  a  letter  of  yours  from  Pope,  and  brought 
it  with  me  to  this  place,  that  I  might  anfwer  at  leaft 
a  part  of  it.  I  begin  to-day  :  when  I  (hall  finifli  I 
know  not ;  perhaps  when  I  get  back  to  my  farm. 
The  waters  I  have  been  perfuaded  to  drink,  and 
thofe,  whichmyfriendsdrink,  keep  me  fuddled  or  em- 
ployed all  the  morning.  The  afternoons  are  fpent  in 
airings  or  vifits,  and  we  go  to  bed  with  the  chicken  f. 

*AiTiormmenterc6led  to  the  memory  orarchbIfliop7tf/f^Xi  and 
his  Ton  lord  vifcounti^^i^^i^g-^.  It  was  then  in  aruinouscondi-* 
tion  j  but  repaired  by  the  order  of  this  lady. 

-J-  *  The  remainder  of  this  letter,  dated  Brufiel^J,  Sep.  27,  is 
printed  in  Mr,  Pope"^  works,  Vol,  IX/ 

■  L  E  T« 
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LETTER  CCLXX. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Middleton  Stoney,  Nov.  9,  rji^, 

I  Have  long  known  you  to  be  my  friend  upon  fe-  .- 
veral  occafions,  and  particularly  by  your  reproofs  and 
admonitions.  There  is  one  thing,  which  j'ou  have 
often  put  me  in  mind  of,  the  over- running  you  with 
sn  anfwer  before  you  had  fpoken.  You  find  lam  not 
a  bit  the  better  for  it ;  for  I  ftill  write  and  write  on, 
without  having  a  word  of  an  anfwer.  I  have  heard 
of  you  once  by  Mr.  Pope  ;  let  Mr.  Pope  hear  of  you 
tbe  next  time  by  me.  By  this  way  of  treating  me, 
I  mean,  by  your  not  letting  me  know,  that  you  re- 
member me,  you  are  very  partial  to  me,  I  fhould  have 
faid,  very  juft  to  me.  You  feem  to  think,  that  I  do 
not  want  to  be  put  in  mind  of  you,  which  is  very  true; 
for  I  think  of  you  very  often,  and  as  often  wifh  to  be 
with  you.  I  have  been  in  Oxford/hire  with  the  duke 
of  ^leenfoerry  for  thefe  three  months,  and  have  had 
very  little  correfpondence  with  any  of  our  friends. 
I  have  employed  my  time  in  new-writing  a  damned 
play,  which  I  wrote  feveral  years  ago,  called  The  wife 
of  Bath*.    As  it  is  approved  or  difapproved  of  by 

*  This  comedy  was  the  firfl- he  wrote,  and  was  imruccersfully 
performed  at  the  theatre  in  Drurj  Lane,  in  the  year  171 3.  It 
wasalteredby  the  author,  ansi  revived  feveral  yearsafter  [1729- 
3pJ  at  the  theatre  in  Lincoln" %-ijin'€clds,  and  damred  a  iecond 
lime,  although  the  author's  reputation  was  then  at  its  height,  from 
^h*  uncommun  fucccfs  of  his^^^^^r's  Opera, 

^  4  my 
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my  friends,  when  I  come  to  town,  I  fliall  either  have 
it  adled,  or  let  it  lone,  if  my  *  *  brethren  do  not 
take  offence  at  it.  The  ridicule  turns  upon  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  I  have  avoided  the  very  words  bribery  and 
corruption.  Folly  indeed  is  4  word,  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  make  ufe  of ;  but  that  is  a  term,  that  never 
gave  fools  offence.  It  is  a  common  faying,  that  he 
is  wife,  that  knows  himfelf.  What  hath  happened 
of  late,  I  think,  is  a  proof  that  it  is  not  limited  to 
the  wife. 

My  lord  Baihurjl  is  ftill  our  cafliier  :  when  I  fee 
him,  I  intend  to  fettle  our  accounts,  and  repay  mv- 
felf  the  five  pounds  of  the  two  hundred  I  owe  you» 
Next  v^^ek  I  believe  I  fhall  be  in  towri ;  not  at 
Whitehall^  for  thofe  lodgings  were  judged  not  con- 
venient for  me,  and  were  difpofed  of.  Direft  to  me 
to  the  duke  of  ^eenjberrys^  in  Burlington-gardens^ 
tiear  Piccadilly.  You  have  often  twitted  me  in  the 
teeth  for  hankering  after  the  court.  In  that  you 
iniftookmej  for  I  know  by  experience,  that  there  is 
no  dependancc,  that  can  be  fure,  but  a  dependance 
upon  one's  felf.  I  will  take  care  of  the  little  fortune 
I  have  got.  I  know  you  will  take  thi^  refolutiou 
kindly,  and  you  fee  my  inclinations  will  make  me 
write  to  you,  whether  you  will  write  to  bie  or  no.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  yours  mpft  fmcerely  and  moft  affec-? 
tionately^, 

J.  GAY, 


p.  S.  To  the  lady  I  live  with  I  owe  my  life  and  for- 
tune: think  of  her  with  refped  3  value  and  efteem 
3  hef 
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}ier  as  I  do  ;  and  never  more  defpife  a  fork  with 
three  prongs,  I  wifli  too  you  would  not  eat  from 
the  point  of  your  knife  *.  She  hath  fo  much 
goodnefi,  virtue,  and  generofity,  that  if  you 
knew  her,  you  would  have  a  pleafure  in  obeying 
her  as  I  do.    She  often  wiflies  flie  had  known  you* 

LETTER  CCLXXI. 
Lord  B  to  Dr.  S  w  i  ft. 

DEAR  DEAN,  Febr.  12,  1729-30. 

I  Have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  you  ; 
but  it  is  the  firft  I  can  call  a  letter  :  the  other  fcraps 
were  only  to  direcStme  to  convey  your  correTpondence 
to  others,  and  I  thought  I  anfwered  them  beft  by 
obeying  your  commands.  But  now  you  have  deigned 
to  fend  me  one  in  form,  with  a  proper  beginning  and 
ending,  I  will  not  wait  even  for  a  poft-day  ;  bat  I 
have  taken  pen  and  ink  immediately  to  te)l  you,  how 
much  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  you,  and  how  fin- 
cerely  1  am. — 

Well,  I  might  end  here,  if  I  would  ;  but  I  can't 
part  with  you  fo  foon ;  and  I  myfl  let  you  know,  that 
as  to  yourm.oney  affairs,  though  I  have  paid  off  John 
Cay^  I  ftill  keep  the  20c/.  for  which  I  have  given 
him  a  note.  I  have  paid  him  intereft  to  this  time  for 
it,  which  he  muft  account  to  you  for.  Now  you  muft 
imagine,  that  a  man,  who  has  nine  children  to  feed, 
pan't  long  afFord  allenos  pafcere  nummos    but  I  have 

•■a 

f  See  the  letter  of  leh,  15,  1727-8. 
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four  or  five,  diat  are  very  fit  for  the  table  *.  I  only 
wait  for  the  lord  mayor's  day  to  difpofe  of  the  largeft ; 
and  I  (hall  be  fure  of  getting  off  the  youngcft,  when- 
ever a  certain  great  man  f  makes  another  enter- 
tainment at  Chelfea.  Now  you  fee,  though  I  am  your 
debtor,  I  am  not  without  my  proper  ways  and  means 
to  raife  a  fupply  anfwerable  to  your  demand.  I  muft 
own  to  you,  that  I  fliould  not  have  thought  of  this 
method  of  raifing  money  ;  but  that  you  feemed  to 
point  it  out  to  me.  For  juft  at  the  time  that  fchemc 
came  out,  which  pretended  to  be  calculted  only  for 
Ireland^  you  gave  me  a  hint  in  one  of  the  envelopes 
\anglice  covers]  that  you  wiflied  I  might  provide  for 
my  numerous  family  ;  and  in  this  laft  you  harp  upon 
the  fame  firing.  I  did  immediately  propofe  it  to  lady 
Bathurft  as  your  advice,  particularly  for  her  laft  boy, 
which  wasborntheplumpeft,  fineft  thing,  that  could 
be  fccn  :  but  ihe  fell  in  a  paflion,  and  bid  me  fend 
you  word,  that  (he  would  not  follow  your  diredlion^ 
but  that  fhe  would  breed  him  up  to  be  a  parfon,  and 
he  (hould  live  upon  the  fat  of  the  land  ;  or  ^  lawyer, 
and  then,  inftead  of  being  eat  himfelf,  he  fhould  de- 
vour others.  You  know  women  in  paflion  never  mind 

*  This  alludes  to  a  traa  of  the  Dean's,  intituled,  ''Amodert: 
"  propofal  for  preventing  the  chiklren  of  poor  people  in  Ireland 
«^  from  being  a  burden  to  then- parents  or  country,  and  for  ma- 

king  them  beneficial  to  the  public.*'  T\\q  Dean  had  propofed' 
many  uiefiil  ich^^nies,  which  having  been  negleaed,  he  fatirically 
andhuir.ouroufly  propofes  to  fatten  nnd  eat  the  children  of  the 
poor,  astheonlyremainingexpedient  to  prevent  my  fery  to  them- 
fclves,  and  render  them  oF  feme  b^-nefitto  the  public 

t  *5ir  KobmJVcdpQUi 
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what  they  fay ;  t)ut,  as  flie  is  a  very  reafonable 
woman,  1  have  almoft  brought  her  over  now  to  your 
opinion  ;  and  having  convinced  her,  that  as  mafters 
flood,  we  could  not  poflibly  maintain  all  the  nine, 
file  does  begin  to  think  it  rcafonable  the  youngeft 
Ihould  raife  fortunes  for  the  eldeft.    And  upon  that 
foot  a  man  may  perform  family  duty  with  more  cou- 
rage and  zeal ;  for  if  he  fliould  happen  to  get  twins, 
the  felling  of  one  might  provide  for  the  other.  Or 
if,  by  any  accident,  whilft  his  wife  lics-in  with  one 
child,  he  fliould  get  a  fccondupon  the  body  of  another 
woman,  he  might  difpofe  of  the  fatteft  of  the  two, 
and  that  would  help  to  breed  up  the  other.  The 
more  I  think  upon  this  fcheme,  the  more  reafonable 
it  appears  to  me ;  and  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
confined  to  Ireland ;  for  in  all  probability  we  fhall, 
in  a  very  little  time,  be  altogether  as  poor  here  as  you 
are  there.    I  believe  indeed  we  fliall  carry  it  farther, 
and  not  confine  our  luxury  only  to  the  eating  of  chil- 
dren ;  for  I  happened  to  peep  the  other  day  into  a 
large  aflembly  *  not  far  from  Weftminfter-hall^  and 
I  found  them  roafting  a  great  fat  fellow  f.    For  my 
Gv/n  part,  I  had  not  theleaft  inclination  to  a  lliceof 
him  ;  but,  if  I  guefled  it  right,  four  in  five  of  the 
company  had  a  devilifh  mind  to  be  at  him.  You  begin 
now  to  wifh  I  had  ended,  when  I  might  have  done  it 
fo  conveniently.    Well,  Adieu. 

*  *  The  Houfe  of  Commons.* 

t  '  Siv.Robert  IValpole^ 
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LETTER   CCLXXir.  - 
Mr.  G  A  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  March  3,  1719-30, 

I  Find  you  are  determined  not  to  write  to  me,  ac- 
cording to  our   :d  ftipulation.    Had  I  not  been  every 
poft  for  foipe  time  in  expedtation  to  have  heard  from 
you,  I  fliocild  have  v^rote  to  you  before,  to  let  you 
know  the  prefent  ftate  of  your  affairs.    Let  me  know 
what  I  flial]  do  with  the  intereft-money  I  have  received. 
What  I  have  done  for  you,  I  did  for  myfelf,  which 
will  be  always  the  way  of  my  tranfading  any  thing 
for  you.    My  old  vamped  play  got  me  no  money  ; 
for  it  had  no  fuccefs.    I  am  going  very  foon  into 
Wiujhire  with  the  duke  of  ^eensberry^  with  intention 
to  ftay  there  till  the  winter.  Since  I  had  that  fevere  fit 
of  ficknefs,  I  find  my  heahh  requires  it;  for  I  cannot 
bear  the  town  as  I  could  formerly.    1  hope  another 
fummer's  air,  and  exercife,  will  reinftateme.  I  con^- 
tinue  to  drink  nothing  but  water,  fo  that  you  can't 
require  any  poetry  from  me.    I  have  been  very  fel- 
dom  abroad  fince  I  came  to  town,  and  not  once  at 
court.    This  is  norellraint  upon  me,  for  1  am  grown 
old  enough  to  wifhfor  retirement,    i  faw  Mr.  Pope  a, 
day  or  two  ago  in  good  fpirits,  and  with  good  wiihes 
for  you.  We  always  talk  of  you  ;  the  doftor  does  the 
fame.    I  have  left  off  all  great  folks  but  our  own  fa- 
mily.   Perhaps  you  will  think  all  great  folks  little 
enough  to  leave  off  us,  in  our  prelent  fituation.  I 
dQn't  hate  the  world,  but  I  laugh  at  it  3  for  none 

but 
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tut  fools  can  be  In  earneft  about  a  trifle*  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  moft  afFe£lionately. 

Direct  for  me  at  the  D  of  ^  ,  in  Bur* 

lingto  n  -ga  rdens. 

LETTER  cCCLXXIIL 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  March  SI,  1730. 

I  Expeft,  in  about  a  fortnight,  to  fet  out  for  i^'//- 
jhire^  and  am  as  impatient  as  you  feem  to  be  to  have 
me  get  on  horfeback.  I  thought  proper  to  give  vou 
this  intelligence,  becaufe  Mr.  Leivis  told  me  laft&r7- 
day^  that  he  was,  within  a  day  or  two,  tofetoutfor 
the  Bath  ;  fo  that  very  foon  you  are  like  to  have  nei- 
ther of  your  cafniers  \  \  town.  Continue  to  dire£l 
for  me  at  this  houfe  :  the  letters  will  be  fent  to  me, 
where-ever  I  am.  My  ambition,  prefent,  is  level- 
led to  the  fame  point,  that  you  direci  me  to;  for  I 
am  every  day  building  villakins,  and  have  given  over 
that  of  caftles.  If  I  were  to  undertake  it  in  my  prefent 
circumftance,  Ifliould,  in  the  molt  thrifty  fcheme, 
foon  be  ftraitened;  and  I  hate  to  be  in  debt;  for  I 
can't  bear  to  pawn  five  pounds  worth  of  my  liberty  to 
a  taylor  or  a  butcher.  I  grant  you,  this  is  not  havin^g 
the  true  fpirit  of  modern  nobility;  but  it  is  hard  to 
cure  the  prejudice  of  education.    I  have  made  your 

compliments  to  Mr.  P  ;  who  is  very  much  your 

humble  fervant.  I  have  not  feen  the  doftor,  and  airt 
not  like  to  fee  his  Ra'ucn  brother  very  foon;  for  he  is 

goiie 


gone  to  China ^  Mr.  Pope  told  me,  he  had  acqiiaintcJ 
the  dofldr  with  the  misfortune  of  the  four  hermitage* 
My  lord  Oxford  told  me,  he  at  prefent  could  match 
yours,  and  from  the  fame  perfon.  The  dodtor  was 
touched  with  your  difappointment,  and  hath  promi-! 
fed  to  reprefent  this  affair  to  his  brother,  at  his  return 
from  China.  I  aflure  y«u,  for  all  your  gibes,  that 
I  wifh  you  heartily  good  wine,  though  I  can  drink 
none  myfelf.  When  lord  Bolinghroke  is  in  town,  he 
lodges  at  Mr.  Chetwynd's^  in  Dover-ftreet.  I  do  not 
know  how  to  direft  to  him  in  the  country.  I  have 
been  extremely  taken  up  of  late  in  fettling  a  fte  ward's 
account.  I  am  endeavouring  to  do  all  thejuftice 
and  fervicc  I  can  to  a  friend ;  fo  I  am  fure  you  will 
think  I  am  well  employed  upon  this  occafion.  I  now 
and  then  have  feen  Jo.  Taylor^  who  fays  he  hath  a 
demand  upon  you  for  rent,  you  having  taken  his 
houfe  in  the  country,  and  he  being  determined  not  to 
let  it  to  any  body  elfe;  and  he  thinks  it  but  reafonable, 
that  you  fhould  either  come  and  live  in  it,  or  pay 
your  rent.  I  neither  ride  nor  walk;  but  I  defign  ta 
do  both  this  month,  and  to  become  a  laudable  prafti- 
tioner. 

The  duchefs  wilhes  (he  had  feen  you,  and  thinks 
you  were  in  the  wrong  to  hide  yourfelf,  and  peep 
through  the  window,  that  day  fhe  came  to  Mr. 
Pope^.  The  duke  too  is  obliged  to  you  for  your 
good  opinion,  and  is  your  humble  fervant.  If  I  were 
to  write,  I  am  afraid  I  fhould  incur  the  difpleafure 
of  my  fuperiors.  I  can't  for  my  life  think  fo  well  of 
them,  as  they  themfelves  think  they  deferve.    If  you 

have 
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have  a  very  great  mind  to  plcafe  the  duchefs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  pleafe  me,  I  wifh  you  would  write  a 
letter  to  her,  to  fend  to  her  brother,  lord  Ccrnbury^  to 
advife  him  in  his  travels ^  for,  fte  fays,  fhe  would 
take  your  advice  rather  than  mine;  and  ftie  remem- 
bers, that  you  told  her  in  the  Park,  that  you  loved 
and  honoured  her  family.  You  always  infifted  upon 
a  lady's  making  advances  to  you;  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  will  think  this  declaration  fufficient. 
Then  too,  when  you  were  in  England^  flie  writ  a  let- 
ter to  you,  and  I  have  been  often  blamed  fmce  for  not 
delivering  it. 

The  day  the  penfion  bill  was  thrown  out  of  the 
houfeof  lords,  lord  Bathurft  fpoke  with  great  applaufe. 
I  have  not  time  to  go  to  Mr.  Pope\ :  in  a  day  or  two 
very  probably  I  fhall  fee  him,  and  acquaint  him  about 
the  ufquebaugh,  I  will  not  imbezzle  your  intereft^ 
money ;  though,  by  looking  over  your  accounts,  I 
fee  how  money  may  be  imbezzled.  As  to  my  beino- 
engaged  in  an  afFair  of  this  kind,  I  fay  nothing  for 
myfelf,  but  tiiat  I  will  do  all  I  can:  for  the  reft  I 
leave  Jo.  Taylor  to  fpeak  for  me.  To-day  I  dine 
with  alderman  Barber^  the  prefent  ftierifF,  who  holds 
his  feaft  in  the  city.  Does  not  Charterh\  misfor- 
tunes *  grieve  you  ?  For  that  great  man  is  like  to  fave 
his  life,  and  lofe  fome  of  his  money,  A  very  hard  cafe ! 

P.  S.  I  am  juft  now  come  from  the  alderman  s 
feaft,  who  had  a  very  fine  dinner,  and  a  very  fine 
appearance  of  company. 

Ti^e  poft  is  juft  going  away. 

^  •  '  He vrascondemnedatthe OUBailey.Feh.  27, 1 7. 9-0,  fora 

LET- 
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t  E  T  T  E  R  CCLXXIV. 
Lord  B   to  Dr.  SwiFT. 

t)EAR  DEAlvf,  June  30,  173d; 

I  Received  a  letter  from  you  fome  time  ago,  which 
gave  me  infinite  pleafure;  and  i  was  going  to  return 
you  an  aniwer  immediately:  but  when  I  fat  down  to 
write,  I  found  my  thoughts  rolled  upon  the  trifles, 
which  fill  the  fcene  of  life  in  that  bufy,  fenfelefs  place, 
where  I  then  was  *  ^and  though  I  had  nothing  to  do 
there,  at  leaft  nothing  worth  doing,  and  time  lay 
upon  my  hands,  I  was  refolved  to  defer  writing  to 
you,  till  I  could  clear  my  head  from  that  rubbifh, 
which  every  one  mufi:  contrail  in  that  place.  I  cannot 
but  fanfy,  if  one  of  our  heads  were  diflTected  after 
paffing  a  winter's  campaign  there,  it  would  appear  juft 
like  a  pamphlet  fliop;  you'd  fee  a  coUeflion  of  trea^ 
ties,  a  bundle  of  farces,  a  parcel  of  enconiums,  ano- 
ther of  fatires,  fpeeches,  novels,  fermons,  bawdy 
fongs,  addreffesj  epigrams,  proclamations,  poems^ 
divinity,  lectures,  quackbills,  hiftorical  accounts^ 
tables,  and  God  knows  wh^t. 

The  moment  I  got  down  here,  I  found  my felf quite 
clear  from  all  thofe  afi^airs:  but  really,  the  hurry  of 
bufinefs,  which  came  upon  me  after  a  iftate  of  idlenefs 
for  fix  months,  muft  excufe  me  to  you.  Here  I  am 
abfolute  monarch  of  a  circle  of  above  a  mile  round, 
at  leaft  one  hundred  acres  of  ground,  which  (to  fpeak 
'  in  the  ftile  of  one  of  your  countrymen)  is  very  pa- 
pulous in  cattle,  fifh,  and  fowL 
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To  enjoy  this  power,  which  I  rellfli  extremely, 
ini  regulate  this  dominion,  which  I  prefer  to  any 
other,  has  taken  up  my  time  from  morning  tc 
night.  There  are  Taboos  in  the  neighbourhood; 
but  having  read  in  hiftory,  that  the  fouthern  part  of 
Britain  was  long  defended  againft  the  Pi^s  by  a  wall, 
I  have  fortified  my  territories  all  round.  That  wife 
people  the  Chinefe^  you  know,  did  the  fame  thing  to 
defend  themfelves  againft  the  Tartars.  Now,  I  think 
on  it,  as  this  letter  is  to  be  fent  to  you,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  opened  ;  and  I  ihail  have  fome  obfervations 
made  upon  it,  becaufe  I  am  within  three  miles  of  a 
certain  caftle.  Therefore,  I  do  hereby  declare,  that 
hothirig  hereih  contained  fliall  extend  or  be  conftrued 
to  extend,  lb  far:  and  furthermore,  I  think  myfelf 
in  honour  bound  to  acknowledge,  that  under  our 
prefent  juft  and  prudent  miniftry,  I  do  not  fear  the 
leaft  moleftation  from  that  quarter.  Neither  are  the 
fortifications  afore-mentioned  inany-wifedefigned  to 
keep  them  out ;  for  I  am  well  fatisfied  they  can  break 
through  much  ftronger  fences  than  thefe,  if  they  fliould 
have  a  mind  to  it.  Obfervehow  haturally  power  and 
dominion  are  attendedwith  fear  and  precaution.  When 
I  am  in  the  herd,  I  have  as  little  of  it  about  me  as 
any  body  5  but  now  that  I  am  in  the  midftof  my  own; 
dominions,  I  think  of  nothing  but  preferving^them, 
and  grow  fearful,  left  a  certain  great  man  fliould  take ' 
a  fancy  to  them,  and  tranfport  them  into  Norfolk*^  to 
place  them  in  an  ifland  in  one  of  his  new-made  fifli- 
ponds.    Or,  if  you  take  this  for  too  proud  a  thought. 


*  *  To  Houghton^  the  feat  of  Sir  Rckri  Walpole.'* 

Voi.Ah  X  I  will 
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1  Will  only  fuppofe  it  to  be  hung  out  under  a  great 
bow- window. 

In  either  cafe  I  mull  confefs  to  you,  that  I  don^t 
like  it.  In  the  firft  place,  I  am  not  fure  his  new-made 
ground  may  hold  good  :  in  the  latter  cafe,  I  have 
fome  reafon  to  doubt  the  foundations  of  his  houfe  are 
not  fo  folid^  as  he  may  imagine.  Now,  therefore,  I 
am  not  fo  much  in  the  wrong,  as  you  may  conceive, 
to  defire,  that  my  territory  may  remain  where  it  is  : 
for,  though  I  know  you  could  urge  many  arguments 
to  ihew  the  advantages  I  might  reap  by  being  fo  near 
him,  yet  I  hold  it  as  a  maxim,  that  he  who  is  con- 
tented with  what  he  has,  ought  not  to  rifque  that, 
even  though  he  ftiould  have  a  chance  to  augment  it  irt 
any  proportion.  I  learned  this  from  our  friend  Eraf- 
mus :  and  the  corrupt  notions,  that  money  is  power, 
and  therefore  every  man  ought  to  get  as  much  as  he 
can,  in  order  to  create  more  power  to  himfelf,  hav& 
no  weight  with  me. 

But  now,  to  begin  my  letter  to  you,  I  havereceive*d 
four  bottles  of  ufquebaugh,  and  fent  three  of  them 
to  Mr.  Pope ;  fo  that  I  have  detained  only  one  for 
myfelf.  I  don't  believe,  fuch  an  inftance  of  honefty 
punctuality,  difmtereftednefs,  andfelf-denial,  can  be 
given  in  this  age.  The  whole  being  in  my  power,, 
I  have  with-held  but  the  quarter  part.  I  expedt,  if 
ever  I  come  to  be  a  great  man,  you  will  write  a  vin- 
dication  of  me,  whether  I  am  afperfed  or  not.  Till 
then,  I  remain  your  moft  faithful  and  moft  obedient 
fervant. 


L  E  T^ 
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LETTER  CCLXXV. 
Mr.  Gay  to  Dr.  Swift, 

DEAR  SIR,  Amefbury,  July 4,  1730. 

You  tell  me,  that  I  have  put  myfelf  out  of  the 
way  of  all  my  old  acquaintance,  fo  that  unlefs 
I  hear  from  you,  I  can  know  nothing  of  you.  Is  it 
not  barbarous  then  to  leave  me  fo  long  without 
writing  one  word  to  me  ?  If  you  can't  write  to  me 
for  my  fake,  methinks  you  might  write  for  your  own. 
How  do  you  know  what  is  become  of  your  money  I 
If  you  had  drawn  upon  me,  when  I  expefted  it,  you 
might  have  had  your  money,  for  I  was  then  in  town; 
but  I  am  now  at  Jmesburyy  at  the  duke  of  ^eenshrrys. 
The  duchefs  fends  you  her  fervices.  1  wifli  you  were 
here :  1  fanfy  you  would  like  her  and  the  place.  You 
might  fanfy  yourfelf  at  home ;  for  we  have  a  cathedral 
jiear  us,  where  you  might  find  a  bifhop  of  the  fame 
liame  *.  Youmight  ride  upon  the  downs,  and  write 
conjectures  upon  Stonehenge.  We  are  but  five  and 
twenty  miles  from  the  Bath\  and  I  was  told  this  very 
evening  by  general  Dormer^  (who  is  here)  that  he 
beard  fomewhere  or  other,  that  you  had  fome  inten^ 
tions  of  coming  there  the  latter  feafon.  I  wifli  any 
thing  would  bring  us  together,  but  your  want  of 
health.  I  have  left  ofF wine  and  writing;  for  I  really 
think,  that  man  muft  be  a  bold  writer,  who  trufts  to 
wit  without  it.    I  took  your  advice;  and  feme  time 

*  *  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadlj.,  bifhop  cf  Salijlury,  whofe  brother, 
"Dx^John  Hoadly,  fuccqeded  archbifliop  &j m  tl>e  fee  of  Diibli/j, 
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ago  took  to  Ipye,  and  made  fome  advances  to  the  lady, 
you  fent  me  to  in but  i met  no  return;  foIJ;iave 
given  up  all  thoughts  of  it,  and  have  now  no  purfuit 
or  amufement.  A  ftate  of  indolence  is  what  I  don't 
like  ;  'tis  what  I  would  not  chufe.  I  am  not  think- 
ing of  a  court,  or  preferment ;  for  I  think  the  lady 
I  live  with  is  my  friend,  fothat  I  am  at  the  heighth  of 
my  ambition.  You  have  often  told  me,  there  is  a  time 
of  life,  that  every  one  wiflies  for  fome  fetttlement  of 
hisown.  Ihavefrequently  that  feeling  about  me,  but 
I  fanfy  it  will  hardly  ever  be  ray  lot ;  fo  that  I  will 
endeavour  to  pafs  away  life  as  agreeably  as  I  can,  the 
way  I  am  in.  I  often  wifli  to  be  with  you,  or  you 
with  me;  and  I  believe  you  think  I  fay  true.  I  am 
determined  to  write  to  you,  though  thofe  dirty  fellows 
of  the  poft-ofEce  do  read  my  letters  ;  for  fmce  I  faw 
you,  I  am  grown  of  thatconfequence  to  be  obnoxious 
to  the  men  I  defpife;  fo  that  it  is  very  probable  in 
their  hearts  they  think  me  an  honeft  man.  I  have 
heard  from  Mr.  Pope  but  once  fmce  I  left  London :  I 
wa^s  forry  I  faw  him  fo  feldom,  but  I  had  bufinefs, 
that  kept  me  from  him.  I  often  wifti  we  were  together 
again.  If  yru  will  not  write,  come.  I  am,  dear  Sir^^ 
yours  moft  afFedionately. 

LETTER  CCLXXVI. 
Lord  B— — — —  to  Dr.  Swift. 

PEAR  SIR,  Cfrencefter,  Sep.  9,  17 30, 

You  have  taken  all  the  precaution,  whichareafon- 
able  man  could  poflibly  take,  to  break  ofFan  fmpertir 
nent  correfpondejice,  and  yet  it  will  not  do.  One 
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muft  be  more  ftupid  th^^n^L  Dutch  burgomafter,  not  t» 
fee  throucrh  the  defign  of  the  laft  letter.    "  I  fliew  all 
your  letters  to  our  Irijh  wits.    One  of  them  is  going 
to  write  a  treatife  of  EngUJh  bulls  and  blunders." 
And  for  further  fecurity,  you  add  at  laft,  I  am  going 
to  take  a  progrefs,  God  knows  where,  and  fhan't 
te  back  again  God  knows  when.    I  have  given 
you  a  reafonable  breathing-time ;  and  now,  I  muft  at 
you  again.    I  receive  fo  much  pleafure  in  reading 
your  letters,  that,  according  to  the  ufual  good-nature 
and  juftice  of  mankind,  I  can  difpenfe  with  the  trou-- 
ble  I  give  you  in  reading  mine;  but  if  you  grow  ob- 
ftinate^  and  won't  anfwer,  I'll  plague  and  pefter  you, 
and  do  all  I  can  to  vex  you.  I'll  take  your  works  to- 
pieces,  andftiewyou,  that  it  is  all  borrowed  or  ftole. 
Have  notyou  ftolen  the  fweeteft  of  your  numbers  from 
Dryden2ini  Waller  ?  Have  notyou  borrowed  thought?? 
from  Virgil  and  Horace  ?  At  leaft,  I  am  fure  I  have 
feen  fomething  like  them  in  thofe  books.  -  As  to  your 
profe  writings,  which  they  make  fuch  a  noife  about, 
they  are  only  fome  little  improvements  upon  the  hu- 
mour you  have  ftole  from  Miguel  de  Cervantes  and 
Rabelais.    Well,  but  the  ftile, — ^ — a  great  matter 
indeed,  for  an  Englijloinan  to  valuer  himfelf  upon, 
that  he  can  write  Er.glijh:  why^  I  write  EngUJh  too, 
but  it  is  in  another  ftile. 

But  I  won^t  forget  your  political  tracts.  You  may 
fay,  that  you  have  ventured  your  ears  at  one  time, 
and  your  neck  at  another,  for  the  good  of your  coun- 
try. Why,  that  other  people  have  done  in  another 
manner,  upon  lefs  occafions,  and  are  not  at  all  proud. 

of 
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9f  it.  You  have  overturned  and  fupported  minifters 
you  have  fee  kingdoms  in  a  flame  by  your  pen.  Pray, 
what  is  there  in  that,  but  having  the  knack  of  hitting 
the  paffions  of  mankind  ?  With  that  alone,  and  a  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  and 
feeing  a  little  further  into  the  infide  of  things  than 
the  generality  of  men,  you  have  made  this  buftle^ 
There  is  no  wit  in  any  of  them  :  I  have  read  them 
all  over,  and  don't  remember  any  of  thofe  pretty 
flov^ers,  thofejuftantithefes,  which  one  meets  with  fo 
frequently  in  the  French  writers.  None  of  thofe  clever 
turns  upon  words,  nor  thofe  apt  cjuotations  out  of 
Latin  authors,  which  the  writers  of  the  laft  age 
amongft  us  abounded  in.  Noneof  thofe  pretty  fimiles, 
which  fome  of  our  modern  authors  adorn  their  work^^ 
with,  that  are  not  only  a  little  like  the  thing  they 
Avould  illuftrate,  but  are  aifo  like  twenty  other 
things.  In  fliort,  as  often  as  I  have  read  anv  of  your 
trails,  I  have  been  fo  tired  with  them,  that  I  have 
never  been  eafy  till  I  got  to  the  end  of  them.  I  have 
found  my  brain  heated,  my  imagination  fired  j aft  as 
if  I  was  drunk,  A  pretty  thing  indeed  for  one  of 
your  gown  to  value  himfelf  upon,  that  with  fitting 
ftill  an  hour  in^his  ftudy,  he  has  often  made  three 
kingdoms  drunk  at  once, 

I  have  twenty  other  points  to  maul  you  upon,  if 
you  provoke  me ;  but  if  you  are  civil,  and  good-na- 
tured, and  will  fend  me  a  long,  a  very  long  letter, 
in  anfwer  to  this,  I  will  let  you  alone  a  good  while. 
Well,  adieu.  If  I  had  a  better  pen,  I  can  tell  you, 
that  I  fliould  not  have  concluded  fo  fcon. 


LET 
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LETTER  CCLXXVir. 
Lady  B  G  ■  ■    >'■'•  *  to  Dr.  Swift, 

London,  Sept.  19,  1730. 

Had  I  not  been  retired  into  the  country,  yours 
Ihould  have  been  anfwered  long  ago.  As  to  your 
poetefs,  I  am  her  obliged  fervant,  and  muft  confefs 
the  fad  is  juft  as  you  ftate  it.  It  is  very  true  I  wa^ 
gaming ;  and  upon  th«  dapper  youth's  delivering  me 
a  paper,  which  I  juft  opened,  found  t  hey  were  verfes- 
fo  flunk  them  into  my  pocket,  and  there  truly  they 
were  keep  exceeding  private;  for  I  cannot  accufe  my- 
felf  of  flicwing  them  to  a  mortal.  But  let  me  afTure 
you,  it  was  not  out  of  modefty,  but  in  great  hopes, 
that  the  author  would  have  divulged  them  ;  which' 
you  know,  would  have  looked  decenter  than  trum- 
peting my  own  fame.  But  it  feems  unhappily  we 
were  both  bit,  and  j  udged  wrong  of  each  other.  How- 
ever, fmce  you  defire  it,  you  may  be  very  fure  fhe 
lhall  not  fail  of  my  entreaties  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Dorfet  for  her,  though  you  have  not  yet  let  me  inta 

*  This  lady  was  daughter  of  the  earl  o^l  Berkeley,  one  of  the^ 
lord  juftices  oi Ireland  in  1699,  with  whom  Dr.  Swft  wentovcr 
aschaplam,  and  private  fecretary.    Helivedin  his  lordihip'sfa- 
mily  at  the  caftk  of  Dublin  j  and  iady  Betty  Berkeley  finding  a  bal- 
lad on  the  game  of  traffic  unfiniflied  upon  S^viffs  table,  added  a- 
ftanza  of  raillery  upon  him,  and  left  the  paper  where  fhe  found  it 
This  oQcafioned  another  baliad  of  Spiffs,  to  the  tune  of  Th, 
Cutpurfe.    The  ballad  on  traffic  is  found  among  thepofthumou. 
Fieces  m  vol.  viu  and  that  to  the  tune  of  The  Cutpurfe  in  voL  vi 
1754»  «vo.   Lady^^//^.g,r^^/^^niarried  ^ixJohnCerrn&inh^xo. 
B€t,  QiDrayiony  m  N§rihamptonJhire. 
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the  fecret  what  her  requeft  is  :  fo  till  my  lord  Cariehi 
does  his  pa^'t,  or  that  I  hear  from  you  again,  it  wilt 
be  but  a  blind  fort  of  a  petition.  1  have  not  feen  his 
grace  this  great  while,  and  he  is  now  at  Windfor^  and 
I  chufe  rather  to  fpeak  to  him  on  all  accounts,  hav- 
ing not  fo  fine  a  talent  at  writing.  But  as  you  are 
commonly  efteemed  by  thofe,  who  pretend  to  know 
you,  to  have  a  tolerable  fliare  of  honefty  and  brains,  i 
do  not  queftion  your  doing  what  Is  right  by  him;  not 
his  paying  you  all  the  civility  and  kindnefs  you  can 
defire.  Nor  will  I  hope  their  influence  ever  can  make 
him  do  otherwife,  though  he  has  the  tinfafliionable 
quality  of  efteemirig  his  old  frieflds  ;  but  however 
partial  to  them,  yet  not  to  be  biaffed  againft  his  own 
fenfe  and  judgments  Theconfequenceof  this,  I  hope, 
will  be  your  coming  to  England^  and  meeting  often 
with  him,  (in  lady  Bettys  chamber*)  where  the 
happy  compofition  f  fhall  exert  her  fkill  in  ordering 
dinner;  and  1  won't  miftake  oil  of  amber  for  thefpi- 
rit  of  it^  but  continue  as  I  ever  vvras,  your  fmcere 
friend,  as  well  as  faithful  humble  fervant. 

»  Alludlhgto  the  firft  line  of  Frances  Harris's  petition.^  See 
v-i.  of  Sivifrs  works,  edit.  I754>  Svo. 

f  Mrs.  BiddyFldjd,  This  exprelnon  alludes  to  the  laftVerfe 
t)f  a  little  poem  of  Swift's,  intitled,  a  receipt  to  form  a  beauty. 

And  caird  the  happy  compofition  Floyd,""  This  lady  is  meir* 
tioned  in  the  ballad  on  t  he  game  of  traffic,  as  being  one  of  the  party 
at  lord  Berkeley   and  at  this  time  lived  with  lady  Bettj4 
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